Dr. Nagla
       First Semester


Criticism (1)
Third Year
** In our course, we are going to study the criticism of Works of Art mainly the criticism of literature.

· What is Criticism?
- To criticize means to analyze and evaluate the works of other people. In criticizing a work of art, the critic’s opinion comes at the end after passing by a long procedure that must be followed. 
· How criticism started?

- When criticism started, long time ago, it started in a form of poems [the oldest genre of literature appeared was poetry]. When people first started to express themselves, they started to write poems, songs and rhymes. So, Poetry was the first kind of criticism.
- Poetry was the oldest type of literature as “Beowulf” is a heroic epic poem and the first English work of art. Then came Chaucer in the 15th century and wrote literature and were all poems. 
- In the 16th century “Elizabethan Age”, people started to need something else other than poetry. So, they invented new genres which were written in verse like “Drama”, “Novels” and “Newspapers”. 
- First of all, “Poetry” was orally presented [recited by the poet in front of the hearers]. It started three or four centuries before Christ which means before calendar. At that time, the poets discovered that not all the audiences are intelligent enough to understand their poems. Also, they found that there are some people who like their poems and some others who dislike it. So, they discovered that poetry does not satisfy or appeal to some people because it is following some rules that those people do not like. The solution was to evaluate, analyze and write about these works of art to make people come closer to it. So, since that time, criticism appeared. 
· The rules of criticizing and evaluating a work of art:

- Every society has its own rules of evaluation [not only in art but in everything in life]. Also, the rules of every age are different from other ages because they have different ways of thinking and different rules in writing. The writers who belong to different ages had lived in different environments and consequently wrote in different ways. So, when I come to criticize a work of art, I have to criticize and evaluate it according to the rules of its age. 
· Kinds of criticism:

- We have to make a distinction between two kinds of criticism:

1- Literary criticism which is concerned with the rules and theories.
2- Practical criticism which is our own evaluation according to our own ideas and way of thinking.
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 Literary criticism “Theoretical criticism”:

- It is the kind of criticism that concerned with the theories written by different writers. These theories are not given as theories but were given as a way of trying to understand. It comes in the form of essays explaining what the writers mean in their poems. Each poet started to write an essay explaining the form of writing he is using, the figures used and where it is taken from, and the themes or subject matter of his works. 
The steps (procedure) followed in writing critical essay (theoretical criticism):

1- Each poet started by writing a definition to what he thinks of poetry.
2- He gives an aim of why he is writing poetry [whether to amuse people or to give a lesson or just experimenting something and trying to find out the reaction of the people]. 
3- Mentioning the subject matter of his poem [whether natural or scientific issues or personal experience].

4- He should tell about the kind of language used in his poem [the kind of words he is using like scientific words]. 
5- Mentioning who is the poet [whether he is an ordinary man or he is different and mentioning his different abilities].
** [These five points represent the theories of the poet. To mention what is poetry, what kind of language should be used and what are the topics that are suitable for poetry, are called theories that given to us by the poet]. 
** Through out history, since the very early ages till the 19th century and early 20th century, there were no critics and there were only artists, poets, dramatists and novelists who wrote their own theories about literature. This is because every age differs from the other. Each age is different from the other in believes, ideas, environment and culture. So, literature that written in every age is definitely different. 
** We called the ancient literature as “The works of Art that are written in antiquity”. Antiquity means old and valuable. These works of art that are written in antiquity are called Master Pieces. Master pieces are the old valuable works of art that are studied till nowadays. Examples of those who wrote master pieces of poems and plays are Aristotle and Plato.
** There is a gap from the 1st century till the 14th century where there were no works of art that survive till now because at that time people were neither read nor write. The works of art at that time were oral and people forget them. Then, in the 14th century, people started to learn and have written works of art. In the 14th century, the monks were well educated and could write and read in Latin. So, the monks started looking for the old Latin works and translate them. But Monks were the only people who could read and write at that time, so they only wrote the works that appeal to their religion and omit others. Consequently, not all the works of art at that time survived till we have the first written work of art namely “Beowulf” and then came Chaucer who was called the father of literature. 
** The works of art are classified by its age or century as a kind of distinction between them. If a century is known historically by a name of a person like “Elizabethan age” or “Augustan age”, we study its works of art and classify it according to the age. But sometimes during an age, a person started a new way of writing and followed by certain followers who use the same new kind of writing. This new way of writing is called a School like the ‘Romantic school’ and ‘Neo-classical school’. Each age and each school has certain characteristics. To study the characteristics of a school is easy because they all follow the same rules while to study an age is more difficult because each writer in this age is writing in different way. 
** So, when we come to study a writer in an age, we have to read what this write said about his works. For example: Sir Sidney wrote an article or an essay about what poetry should be – this is what we call theoretical criticism. 
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 Practical criticism:
- There are certain steps that must be followed when you practically criticize a piece of art:
· You will write it in an essay form.

· In the introduction, you will mention the general idea of the work. 
· In the body, you will analyze the work. To analyze means to write the in-between meaning, images, figures of speech, punctuation, rhyme and division of stanzas. 
· In conclusion, you will write the certain conclusion that the writer wants to reach through out his work. Then you will write your opinion [it is important to mention why you like or dislike the poem].

End …
** Please notice that the words written between square brackets [ ] is only for explanation. Do not study it by heart or write it in the exam.[image: image3.png]
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- In studying theoretical criticism, we will start with Plato who was an old Greek writer. He started as a poet and then developed as a philosopher. We will study two of his works: “Ion” and Book ten of “The Republic”.


- Then we will take an article written by Sir Philip Sidney on Poetry.


- Then we will take an article written by John Dryden on Drama. Dryden was a poet and dramatist as well.












































Marks division: 


The term final exam: 60 marks.


Years work: 40 marks. Divided as follows:


						* Exam: 20 marks


						* Presentation: 10 marks


						* Participation: 10 marks.
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