Dr. Nagla
       First Semester

Criticism (2)
Third Year
Brief introduction to Ion
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 Plato was a lecturer in the Academy of Rome at that time and that is why all what we have from Plato is in a form of lectures. He lectured his students about philosophy and poetry theories through these lectures. 
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 Plato first started as a poet, and then changed to be a philosopher and here we have his ideas concerning the idea of poetry as an inspiration. The theory of inspiration is not stated but it is given to us in a form of an argument.
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 This argument is between two characters namely Ion and Socrates. The two characters have a dialogue from which we understand the theory of inspiration. 
** Inspiration means to get affected to the extent of having a reaction. In Arabic, we call it (إلهام). 
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 According to Plato, the inspiration comes from a god. Not our God that we worship but the god of something. According to the Greeks at that time, everything has a god and they have a lot of gods. So, according to Plato, the inspiration of poetry comes from the god of poetry. 
Theory of Inspiration:
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 The god of poetry sent his divine inspiration to the poet through muse. [They have nine muses at that time which are the muses of arts]. Then inspiration goes to the poet through the muse. [God – Muse – Poet]. In order to receive inspiration, the poet has to go to the fountain of honey and become unconscious. So, at that time, when the poets receive inspiration, they are out of their minds and in such a state, they are like mad people. While they receive inspiration, they became unconscious and mad but after that they return to be ordinary people again. So, they are not mad all the time or totally mad but they are half-mad. 
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 When the inspiration reached the poets from god, they come to know the poem that they are suppose to recite. This poem is ready made and considered the words of god. So, the poet is like a prophet and the messenger of god who carries god’s words. Only when he recites his poetry, he becomes a prophet and then he returned to be an ordinary man again. So, the poet is half-prophet. 
( According to Plato, the poet is half-mad and half-prophet.
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 After receiving the inspiration and get the words of poetry, the poet started to recite the poem. Then, he has some people who affected by his poetry and become his followers and those people are called the Rhapsodes. 
** The Rhapsode is a person who recites the poems of a certain poet. The rhapsode has his own qualities; he is not simply reciting but he is interpreting. He interprets the inspiration of god but the rhapsode is inspired by the poet. The rhapsode get affected and convinced by the poet to the extent that he interprets his poetry and performing the parts that needs action. The rhapsode inspired by the poet to the extent that he comes out of his mind and become inside what he is reciting. Then Plato gives an example for illustration saying that; when the audiences saw a performed sad scene and cried, this means that they are inspired by the performance to the extent that they believe on it. At that time, the audiences are out of their mind because they believe on something that is not true. 
** Ion said ‘‘If I fail to make audience cry, I will cry’’ because at that time he will not be paid because he failed to make his job and let people affected. This means that if he is a good actor and good interpreter, he is going to succeed in making people react by inspiring them. This is what Plato called the chain of inspiration. 
** Chain of Inspiration:
- God is like a magnetic stone that attract iron objects and magnetize them and then they attracted to each other. So, the magnet property partly transferred to the iron objects and let these objects attract other things.
- The same chain applied in poetry as; 

God 

     Muse 

   Poet 

Rhapsode 

    Audiences
** So, God, muse, poet, rhapsode and the audience are all connected to each other by inspiration. 
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 Ion is the rhapsode of the great poet Homer, and Ion cannot recite the works of any poet except Homer. This means that he is only inspired by Homer.
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 When the poet recites his poetry, he become in the state of being out of his mind and being possessed (inspired) and then come the chain reaction. 
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 At the end of “Ion”, Plato concluded by a question. He said that “the poet and the rhapsode claims that he understand and have knowledge about what all he said while he is not writing out of his mind, since then the poet is lying and deceiving others” and Socrates proved that Ion does not know everything or have all the knowledge. Then Socrates asked Ion “what would you like to be called, a deceiver or inspired?” Actually he chooses to be inspired rather than to be a deceiver. So, at the end, Socrates derived Ion to admit that he is inspired.
Ion
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 The text is written in the form of an argumentative dialogue between Socrates and Ion. As a teacher, Plato used different methods of explaining and teaching in this text to make his idea reach the readers and students. He chooses the argumentative method where he makes use of questions and answers. 
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 Plato was a philosopher and here he was addressing a poet or a rhapsode who is his enemy. Plato used a tricky way [in the introduction] to convince his enemy that what he is doing is wrong and deceiving. He started at first by praising Ion and told him “I envy you” which means I wish to be like you. Of course, Plato is very tricky and very intelligent at the same time, so he started to specify what he envies in particular.
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 Ion was coming back from a competition in recitation or interpretation of poetry where he won the first prize. Then, Socrates asked him whether he was one of the competitors and whether he succeeds. And Ion answered;
“ION: I obtained the first prize of all, Socrates.”

- This means that Ion is not an ordinary rhapsode but he is the best of all.
Then Socrates started his plan to convince Ion:
“SOCRATES: I often envy the profession of a rhapsode, Ion; for you have always to wear fine clothes, and to look as beautiful as you can is a part of your art.”

- Socrates envies Ion because he wears a beautiful clothes, and when we say clothes we means appearance which is the opposite of reality. So, Socrates envies and praises Ion’s appearance and not his reality because he is against his reality. 
** This is one of the procedures of criticism which is to be careful in choosing our words.
“Then, again, you are obliged to be continually in the company of many good poets; and especially of Homer, who is the best and most divine of them;”

- Socrates said, “I also envy you because you are always with Homer who is the best of all poets”. 
“and to understand him, and not merely learn his words by rote, is a thing greatly to be envied.”

- From here, Socrates started to pull Ion’s leg in the conversation. Socrates tells Ion that he envies him the most because to understand Homer is not an easy task. 
“And no man can be a rhapsode who does not understand the meaning of the poet.”
- You cannot be a good rhapsode unless you understand because the job of the rhapsode is to interpret and not only to recite the poem. 
“For the rhapsode ought to interpret the mind of the poet to his hearers,”

- Here Plato explains what is suppose to be the job of the rhapsode. The rhapsode is not supposed to interpret the words but to interpret the mind of the poet and what behind the surface meaning of the words. 
“but how can he interpret him well unless he knows what he means? All this is greatly to be envied.”

- He repeated the word “envy” many times. The repetition is to emphasize that he envies what the rhapsode is suppose to be and not what he is now really is. Although he repeated the word many times but he means the opposite because he hates the rhapsode’s reality and envies what he is suppose to be which is not found yet. 
** Socrates means to say; “If you want to be a good rhapsode and I envy you, you should interpret the poet well and know what he means”. 
“ION: Very true, Socrates; interpretation has certainly been the most laborious part of my art;”

- Ion answered; yes this is true and I have been doing this as my all work is interpretation. 
“and I believe myself able to speak about Homer better than any man;”

- Ion is proud of himself that he knows Homer better than any man. 
** Then Socrates asked Ion “If you know Homer very well, does this mean that you cannot interpret any other person?”. He answered, “Yes I can interpret another poet if he says what Homer says”.
Then Socrates asked;

“Does your art extend to Hesiod and Archilochus, or to Homer only?”

And Ion answered;
“ION: To Homer only; he is in himself quite enough.”

- Ion limited himself to the interpretation of Homer because it is enough for him. Notice that Ion gives a very shallow reason.
“SOCRATES: Are there any things about which Homer and Hesiod agree?”
“ION: Yes; in my opinion there are a good many.”
- From Ion’s opinion, there are many things that Homer and Hesiod agree on.
“SOCRATES: And can you interpret better what Homer says, or what Hesiod says, about these matters in which they agree?”

- Notice that Socrates now is setting his trap. He asked Ion, “If you understand the topics of both Homer and Hesiod, then who can you interpret better?”.
“ION: I can interpret them equally well, Socrates, where they agree.”

- Ion is very proud of himself and says that he can interpret both equally well.
“SOCRATES: But what about matters in which they do not agree?— for example, about divination, of which both Homer and Hesiod have something to say,—”

- Then Socrates asked Ion what he can do in the matters whether Homer and Hesiod do not agree like the works about divination where they are different.
“ION: Very true: ”

- Ion agrees with Socrates that both Homer and Hesiod are different in the divination matters.
“SOCRATES: Would you or a good prophet be a better interpreter of what these two poets say about divination, not only when they agree, but when they disagree?”
- Socrates asked Ion about who would be better to interpret the divinity (religious) works of those two poets, whether a prophet will be better or Ion as a rhapsode will be better. 
“ION: A prophet.”
- Ion admits that a prophet will be better. This obviously clarify that Ion do not have the knowledge.
** Then he started to give examples from different branches of science like mathematics and physics. Then he says that if we have a problem in any science and there is a way found to solve it, all people will follow the same way. This means that people have knowledge about the rule of solving such problem. But if there is something that have not a known rule, then people will not be able to reach a conclusion. 
According to Plato, the poet gets his knowledge from:

“If you were able to speak of him by rules of art, you would have been able to speak of all other poets; for poetry is a whole.”
- Socrates said: If you have knowledge of all poetry, then you can interpret all poets. But you do not have the knowledge and not have the rules to follow.
“ION: Yes.”

“SOCRATES: And when any one acquires any other art as a whole, the same may be said of them. Would you like me to explain my meaning, Ion?”

“ION: Yes, indeed, Socrates; I very much wish that you would: for I love to hear you wise men talk.”

- So, Ion agrees with Socrates.
** Then Socrates started to give Ion different examples from different arts like music, painting and foot players. Then Ion said;
“ION: I cannot deny what you say, Socrates. Nevertheless I am conscious in my own self, and the world agrees with me in thinking that I do speak better and have more to say about Homer than any other man.”

- Ion said to Socrates: You do not have the knowledge that I know about Homer and the whole world say so because when I recite and interpret Homer, I won the first prize. 
“But I do not speak equally well about others—tell me the reason of this.”
- Here Socrates makes Ion reached the point of asking him and become ready to hear the answer. This is what Socrates was seeking for from the beginning. 
“SOCRATES: I perceive, Ion; and I will proceed to explain to you what I imagine to be the reason of this.”

- Now Socrates is more powerful and has the authority to explain to Ion what he has more knowledge about. 
“The gift which you possess of speaking excellently about Homer is not an art, but, as I was just saying, an inspiration;”

- Socrates said that: what Ion and Homer has is not art but it is an inspiration. 
“there is a divinity moving you, like that contained in the stone which Euripides calls a magnet, but which is commonly known as the stone of Heraclea. This stone not only attracts iron rings, but also imparts to them a similar power of attracting other rings;”
- Now he is explaining that inspiration is like a magnetic stone that has the power of attracting and imparting. It attracts the iron rings and imparts part of its magnetic power to it. 
“and sometimes you may see a number of pieces of iron and rings suspended from one another so as to form quite a long chain: and all of them derive their power of suspension from the original stone. In like manner the Muse first of all inspires men herself; and from these inspired persons a chain of other persons is suspended, who take the inspiration.”

- So, it is a chain and they are all suspended from the original chain. This is the chain of [God – Muse – Poet – Rhapsode].

“For all good poets, epic as well as lyric, compose their beautiful poems not by art, but because they are inspired and possessed. And as the Corybantian revellers when they dance are not in their right mind, so the 
lyric poets are not in their right mind when they are composing their beautiful strains:”

- So, he mentioned that poets are both inspired and possessed. 
How they are possessed?
“but when falling under the power of music and metre they are inspired and possessed;”

- While poets are receiving inspiration, they became out of their minds under the power of music and meter and became possessed.
“for they tell us that they bring songs from honeyed fountains, culling them out of the gardens and dells of the Muses; they, like the bees, winging their way from flower to flower. And this is true. For the poet is a light and winged and holy thing, and there is no invention in him until he has been inspired and is out of his senses, and the mind is no longer in him:”
- To be inspired is to receive the words of god but the state of the poet while receiving inspiration is being unconscious and out of his mind like a mad person. Since, the poet is mad only while receiving inspiration then after that he returned to be a normal person, then the poet is half-mad.
- Here, he imagined that all the poets and all the Muses had received their inspirations while they are taking from the fountain of honey, as if they are bees moving from flower to flower.
“Many are the noble words in which poets speak concerning the actions of men; but like yourself when speaking about Homer, they do not speak of them by any rules of art: they are simply inspired to utter that to which the Muse impels them,”
- The poets just received their words from the muses and repeat them. They did not follow any rules of art in reciting these words. The poet cannot invent his poetry by himself until he received the inspiration.
“Had he learned by rules of art, he would have known how to speak not of one theme only, but of all; and therefore God takes away the minds of poets, and uses them as his ministers, as he also uses diviners and holy prophets,”
- Here he said that the poets are like ministers of god because they only speak the words of god. Since, the poet is just like a prophet who tells the words of god while he is reciting his poetry and after that becomes a normal man in real life, then the poet is half-prophet.
“but that God himself is the speaker, and that through them he is conversing with us.”
- It is the words of god and only god that can convince people.
“For in this way the God would seem to indicate to us and not allow us to doubt that these beautiful poems are not human, or the work of man, but divine and the work of God; and that the poets are only the interpreters of the Gods by whom they are severally possessed.”

- The poet is only the interpreter of god’s words because he is inspired and possessed.
“Was not this the lesson which the God intended to teach when by the mouth of the worst of poets he sang the best of songs? Am I not right, Ion?”
- Here he gives an example as a proof. He said that God can choose the worst of people and make them utter the best of words. The only one, who can get the best out of the worst, is God because those bad people cannot say those good words out of their minds.
“ION: Yes, indeed, Socrates, I feel that you are; for your words touch my soul, and I am persuaded that good poets by a divine inspiration interpret the things of the Gods to us.”
- Ion is now convinced that poetry is a divine inspiration. 
How the rhapsode inspire the audience:
“SOCRATES: I wish you would frankly tell me, Ion, what I am going to ask of you: When you produce the greatest effect upon the audience in the recitation of some striking passage, such as the apparition of Odysseus leaping forth on the floor,”

- He asked Ion, how he affect on people as a rhapsode while acting a certain part of the “Odyssey”, especially when he perform the character of Odysseus. 
“—are you in your right mind? Are you not carried out of yourself, and does not your soul in an ecstasy seem to be among the persons or places of which you are speaking, whether they are in Ithaca or in Troy or whatever may be the scene of the poem?”
- Then he asked him whether he is in his right mind while he is acting or just speaking as if he is another person who lives in other place and other time. Then he asked him whether he feels happy and feel the ecstasy (النشوة) while performing the character of somebody else. 
“ION: That proof strikes home to me, Socrates. For I must frankly confess that at the tale of pity my eyes are filled with tears, and when I speak of horrors, my hair stands on end and my heart throbs. ”

- This shows that while acting, he comes out of himself and involves in the character that he is performed. 
“SOCRATES: Well, Ion, and what are we to say of a man who at a sacrifice or festival, when he is dressed in holiday attire, and has golden crowns upon his head, of which nobody has robbed him, appears weeping or panic-stricken in the presence of more than twenty thousand friendly faces, when there is no one despoiling or wronging him;—is he in his right mind or is he not?”
“ION: No indeed, Socrates, I must say that, strictly speaking, he is not in his right mind.”

“SOCRATES: And are you aware that you produce similar effects on most of the spectators?”
- So, when the rhapsode or the actor is performing the character, he comes out of his mind. Also, when the audiences saw a performed sad scene and cried, this means that they are inspired by the performance and become involved to the extent that they believe on it. At that time, the audiences are out of their mind because they believe on something that is not true. 

“ION: Only too well; for I look down upon them from the stage, and behold the various emotions of pity, wonder, sternness, stamped upon their countenances when I am speaking: and I am obliged to give my very best attention to them; for if I make them cry I myself shall laugh, and if I make them laugh I myself shall cry when the time of payment arrives.”

- Ion said: If I am a good actor, I will succeed to make people cry on the sad scene but if I am a bad actor, the audience will laugh at me and I will cry. 
“SOCRATES: Do you know that the spectator is the last of the rings which, as I am saying, receive the power of the original magnet from one another? The rhapsode like yourself and the actor are intermediate links, and the poet himself is the first of them. Through all these the God sways the souls of men in any direction which he pleases, and makes one man hang down from another.”

- This is how god, at that time, manipulates people and moves them as he likes. So, the source of the whole power in the chain is coming from God. God is the only one who can sway (manipulates) people and directs them as he want but through inspiration.
“Thus there is a vast chain of dancers and masters and under-masters of choruses, who are suspended, as if from the stone, at the side of the rings which hang down from the Muse. And every poet has some Muse from whom he is suspended, and by whom he is said to be possessed, which is nearly the same thing; for he is taken hold of.”

- So, here he wants to say that the poet is possessed by the muse and you as a rhapsode is possessed by Homer (poet) and then the audience is possessed by the rhapsode.
“for not by art or knowledge about Homer do you say what you say, but by divine inspiration and by possession;”

- So, here he answered the question asked at the beginning. He told Ion that he praises Homer not by art but by divine inspiration. 
“The answer is that you praise Homer not by art but by divine inspiration.”

- So, the poet does not have a complete knowledge and he is only inspired.
** Then he gives examples to illustrate what he says; he said that if some body is talking about fishing this does not mean that he has knowledge about fishing better than the fisherman. Also, if somebody is talking about horses and chariot this does not mean that he has better knowledge than the charioteer. 
“ION: That is good, Socrates; and yet I doubt whether you will ever have eloquence enough to persuade me that I praise Homer only when I am mad and possessed; and if you could hear me speak of him I am sure you would never think this to be the case. ”
- Ion told Socrates that he is now get convinced but still he cannot get convinced with yet with the idea that he is possessed while praising Homer. Then Ion told Socrates that if he could hear him while praising Homer, he would never think that he is possessed.
“SOCRATES: I should like very much to hear you, but not until you have answered a question which I have to ask. On what part of Homer do you speak well?—not surely about every part. ”

- Socrates asked Ion: which part in Homer’s works that you actually interpret better than the other part.
“ION: There is no part, Socrates, about which I do not speak well: of that I can assure you.”

- Ion answered that he knows well every single part in Homer’s works and there is no part in Homer’s works that he cannot interpret. 
“SOCRATES: Surely not about things in Homer of which you have no knowledge?”
- Socrates returned to ask if Ion really have knowledge about every single detail in Homer’s works. 
“ION: And what is there in Homer of which I have no knowledge?”

- Ion is surprised from Socrates question saying that he did have knowledge about every single detail. 
** Then Socrates told him that there is no person who can have all different kinds of knowledge about everything. Then he started to give him some examples like the example of the chariot. 
“will the art of the fisherman or of the rhapsode be better able to judge whether these lines are rightly expressed or not? ”

- Socrates asked Ion who could tell better about fishing whether the rhapsode or the fisherman. 
“ION: Clearly, Socrates, the art of the fisherman.”

“SOCRATES: Come now, suppose that you were to say to me: 'Since you, Socrates, are able to assign different passages in Homer to their corresponding arts, I wish that you would tell me what are the passages of which the excellence ought to be judged by the prophet and prophetic art'; and you will see how readily and truly I shall answer you.”
- Giving another example, Socrates asked Ion if there is a prophetic part who can explain better the prophet or the rhapsode. 
** So, Socrates gives Ion a variety of examples to prove to him that he cannot explain and interpret every part of Homer’s works because he does not have the exact knowledge about everything. 
“But, indeed, Ion, if you are correct in saying that by art and knowledge you are able to praise Homer, you do not deal fairly with me, and after all your professions of knowing many glorious things about Homer, and promises that you would exhibit them, you are only a deceiver,”

- Here, Socrates told Ion that if he claims that he can interpret everything about different branches of knowledge, then he is a deceiver. 
“and so far from exhibiting the art of which you are a master,”
- Then you cannot present the art in which you say you are the master.
“will not, even after my repeated entreaties, explain to me the nature of it.”
- You cannot even explain the nature of Homer. 
“You have literally as many forms as Proteus; and now you go all manner of ways, twisting and turning, and, like Proteus, become all manner of people at once,”
- You cannot have all knowledge and be all people at once. 
“And if you have art, then, as I was saying, in falsifying your promise that you would exhibit Homer, you are not dealing fairly with me.”

- If you say that you have knowledge about every thing concerning Homer, then you are not fair and falsifying (lying). 
“But if, as I believe, you have no art, but speak all these beautiful words about Homer unconsciously under his inspiring influence, then I acquit you of dishonesty,”
- Here Socrates mentioned that he believed that Ion have no art or following certain rules. Then he told him: If you are saying all these things about Homer out of inspiration, then you are dishonest. 
“then I acquit you of dishonesty, and shall only say that you are inspired. Which do you prefer to be thought, dishonest or inspired?”
- Then Socrates gives Ion a choice whether he prefers to be called dishonest and deceiver or being called inspired. 
“ION: There is a great difference, Socrates, between the two alternatives; and inspiration is by far the nobler.”

- Ion preferred to be called inspired than to be called dishonest or deceiver because inspired is nobler.
“SOCRATES: Then, Ion, I shall assume the nobler alternative; and attribute to you in your praises of Homer inspiration, and not art.”

- Then Socrates told Ion that since then what he is doing is not an art but it is an inspiration.
** Next time we will have the text in which we will have the theory of imitation.
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