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ᴥ Plato Presentation ᴥ
** Plato was the student and friend of Socrates who died when Plato was 21 years old. He attempted to realize political ideas. 
** He has many famous works like ‘Ion’ and ‘The Republic’. ‘The Tragedy and Comedy of Life’ is considered one of his prominent works. 

“Music is a moral law. It gives soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination, and charm to sadness and life and to everything” Plato. 
· Does this match what he was saying about poetry and painting? This is music but it is a kind of art. Was he contradicting himself? Yes, he was a poet; he was not against poetry and not against music. This is the main thing. He is not contradicting what he previously said. He only feared that people might misunderstand. 
· When he banished the arts from his “The Republic” it was not because arts are bad; because this is what he said about music, which is not bad at all. 
ᴥ Aristotle Presentation ᴥ
· Aristotle was a great philosopher, student of Plato and teacher of Alexander the Great. He is one of the most important figures in western philosophy. 
· Aristotle was influential; he is sometimes called the father of philosophy. His theories and his philosophy affected the renaissance and onward all the people who wrote English literature were affected by Aristotle. 
· The essence of Aristotle’s philosophy: He spoke about ethics but he was not indicated in ethics. He rejected platonic ideas specially in presenting his own ideas; he was contradicting Plato. 
· What was the main theory upon which Plato banished poetry from the Republic? Plato rejected poetry from the Republic because it affects people. His main theory is called: The theory of imitation: it is the imitation of appearances and it has strong effects on people who misunderstand. 
· The same idea of imitation was used by Aristotle but to mean something completely different; he was contradicting Plato. They both agreed that man imitates actions voluntary or involuntary. This is part of Plato’s text; but this imitation is only imitation of appearances and not reality. 
· Aristotle uses the same words but in a different text to give a different meaning; this is the main difference between Plato and Aristotle. He uses the same words but for a different purpose.
The Eagle

[By the students] The theme of the poem “The Eagle”: 

- The power of the eagle, the poet describes the eagle for its extreme power. The writer also describes how an eagle can fly so high and so fast, the freedom of the eagle (he can fly anywhere he wants) and this freedom is confined with the sky itself.

· The figure of the eagle.

· Freedom and power.

[By the tutor] The theme of the poem:
· The theme of ‘The Eagle’ is about the eagle which is a ferocious bird, and a bird of prey. It has different qualities and characteristics that are used in the poem; like the strength of the eagle, its speed, its eyesight, its being able to fly close to the sun, it shows its physical strength and the strength of its wings because it can fly to very high places. 
*** IMP: We should write the first thing we know about the theme and explain it; write three or four lines about the theme and that’s enough.      Don’t write what the theme leads to; this is the idea or the conclusion you have reached at the end. Conclusions are different unless it is stated by the poet. 
· How is the theme discussed?
- There are many items to speak about: 
1- The style: including the technique: the diction, punctuation, rhyme, rhythm, figures of speech, and images.
2- The tone.
3- The use of words. 
· These are tools the writer makes use of in order to express his theme:
· Alliteration: in the /k/ sound in words that starts with the (c): a description of the eagle. This sound corresponds with the strong nature of the eagle as well as the old man.
· The eagle flies close to the sun: an overstatement, an exaggerated statement to indicate how high the eagle can fly in the sky.

· The poem is divided into two stanzas: each one has a different idea.

· The connection between showing the power and showing the loneliness.
· There is a personification in comparing the wings of the eagle to the human hand to show the strength of the eagle.

· The falling is not only of the eagle. The falling is of everything; old age. What does the eagle fall for? It’s like a thunderbolt, not something gradual or something slow; it’s very quick and very fearful. The thunderbolt has a very strong sound. The eagle does that to catch its prey. The idea of falling can be physical, indicating the fall of man: old age. However, thunderbolt indicates very quick and sudden and fearful as thunderbolt has a strong sound. 
· The use of opposites in the poem: opposites of words, stanzas, moods, ideas: e.g. strong and weak, old and young.
· To conclude, the poem starts with the word “he”. The poet wants to attract the reader’s attention; he is not just writing about the eagle; there is a human being involved. 
· The lines of the poem are very short lines. In every line there is one idea that ends with the full stop. The lines themselves are separated; the significance of this separation? Every line has an idea that is not linked to any other line that precedes it or follows it. Every line stands by itself like the eagle. It is reflecting the kind of information he wants to deliver.
Aristotle
· Aristotle is a philosopher who is known more than Plato because Plato was a philosopher who rejected poetry. So, Plato was not quoted a lot.

· Plato is famous for his theories, but Aristotle is better known because his theories were used by different people. 

· Throughout the history of literature we have this debate between philosophy and poetry.  This debate was never resolved or ended; at times people who reject poetry quote Plato and those who are against Plato write their own ideas in poetry, and this is how we came to have theories about literature. People who are against and people who are with. 
· Aristotle was with poetry and he considered poetry the best teacher. Plato rejected poetry because it does not teach; it only delights. But Aristotle believed poetry teaches; and it is better than all other kinds of teaching because it teaches through delight. If you are pleased you will accept, and if you are forced you will never accept. So, Aristotle said poetry is liked by many people and it entertains; so it is a better way of teaching than direct teaching, like philosophy. 
· Aristotle considered the aim of poetry is to teach and delight. Plato also used the idea of imitation; poetry is imitation. With Aristotle it was not the same as Plato; Plato said that poetry is imitation of appearance. It is not imitation of reality, it does not copy reality, and it copies the appearance of reality. 
· When Aristotle speaks about poetry he means tragic poetry, like drama, not poetry of epics. He mentioned tragedies to be the best kind of poetry, even better than epic writing. When Aristotle mentions poetry he means tragedy. He says tragedy is the imitation of the actions of men. So, it is imitation but it is of the action. When a play is performed the actors are imitating the actions of other people, and in so doing, they are presenting in tragedy what is sorrowful or what is happy. Life is full of sorrow and sadness more than happiness. So, it is a better reflection of life. And, it is done through poetic language; the language used in tragedy, according to Aristotle, must be poetic. 
· To say poetic there are certain tools to be mentioned like the kind of diction used. 

· Since it is the imitation of the actions of men, it is the imitation of sorrow and sadness; these are the sentiments that are involved in tragedy. Comedy speaks about other sentiments, but with tragedy the sentiments involved leads to death or are the results of death. How is this done in a play? He divides a play into six parts. The most important of the six parts is what he calls the plot. 
· The plot is the sequence of events or how events are tied together and presented. Plot is the certain incidents and events that take place, and how they are related together. Sometimes we have a good plot, and sometimes we have a weak plot where the events are not connected. In this case, he calls it an episodic plot where the incidents are disconnected. We have different episodes but there is no connection and this is the worst kind of plot. 

· The best and well connected plot is made up of two things: the discovery and revolution. From the procedure of the events, we come to have the different developments of incidents. This is exactly what people up till now are making use of when writing plays. You have to construct a poem, a novel, or a play according to a certain sequence. 

· As said by Aristotle, together with this sequence there must be three unities: the unity of time, the unity of place, and the unity of action.
· Shakespeare followed Aristotle but did not apply his unities of time and place. He only followed him in applying the unity of action. Either to take or not from Aristotle this was the effect of Aristotle on playwrights. Having this development, it needs a certain connection between the incidents; this connection should not be that all events are happening to one person and this is the tie between them. The tie should not be in the person; it should be between the incidents. Each incident should be the result of the incident before it and prepares for the incident coming up. 
· There are the characters that are important. We have the tragic hero; the tragic hero of Aristotle is the tragic hero that is imitated by all tragedians. Othello is a tragic hero. 
· The tragic hero has certain elements to be followed: he must come from a royal family, or noble family. He must be somebody of influence, so when he falls his fall does not affect him alone, it affects the whole society. 
· When Plato was speaking about Homer: what applies to Homer applies to all minor poets, what applies to Ion applies to all minor rhapsode, and what applies to the hero applies to all human beings. Usually, the hero must come from very well known noble origin, and then he must have a certain weakness in his character. As human beings we all have frailties (human weaknesses). This weakness makes the tragic hero commit mistakes. Because this person is of high authority, his mistakes are not small ones; his mistakes affect many other people, and he deserves to be punished. The bigger the mistake, the bigger the punishment. 
· When heroes commit mistakes, one or two of those mistakes are killing, or they cause the death of others. The tragedy has to end with the death of the hero. The end of the hero is his own doing; he caused this upon himself. But, he is a human being and he also did good things. Our feelings for the fall of this hero would be to sympathize with him. So, any tragedy, according to Aristotle, should arouse pity. But, together with pity there is another thing which is terror. We should be afraid lest we would fall in the same mistake and deserve the same end. So, tragedy teaches us through pity and terror.
· Tragedy teaches people; it makes them aware of how people might act and how they might be committing mistakes. We learn from their mistakes, lest we do the same mistakes and have the same end. 

· Other characters in the play: other characters, minor characters are performing their roles and one of the characters in the play is the chorus. The role of the chorus is to narrate or sing certain scenes that cannot be acted on stage so that we do not miss anything. The chorus is like one of the characters on stage. 
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