Dr. Nagla 
First Semester


Criticism (8) 
Third Year
The poem: “Surprised by Joy”
Surprised by joy -impatient as the wind 
I turned to share the transport - Oh! with whom 
But Thee, deep buried in the silent tomb, 
That spot which no vicissitude can find? 
Love, faithful love, recalled thee to my mind - 
But how could I forget thee? Through what power, 
Even for the least division of an hour, 
Have I been so beguiled as to be blind 
To my most grievous loss? - That thought's return 
Was the worst pang that sorrow ever bore 
Save one, one only, when I stood forlorn, 
Knowing my heart's best treasure was no more; 
That neither present time, nor years unborn, 
Could to my sight that heavenly face restore.
· The title of the poem by Wordsworth “Surprised by Joy”:- 

· The poem is a sonnet of fourteen lines.

· The poet was surprised by joy because the whole poem is about losing someone; his beloved. He still can find some joy; this is the surprise. 
· The theme is that the poet was surprised because he thought something would never give him joy but it did. This something can be different from one person to another.

· The poet was surprised by something unexpectedly although he lost a very dear person; he couldn’t find any joy in the world except with this person. This person is now dead.

· When you are surprised, you are either surprised by disappointment, happiness, or when you are supposed to feel happy but then you are surprised by being sad. So, surprise means unexpectedly having something that you did not think you will have. 
· “Surprised by joy -impatient as the wind 
I turned to share the transport – Oh! with whom
· The hyphen indicates a stopping in action, or an obstacle. The punctuation is important in poems. 
· He was impatient. He wanted to share his emotions with somebody, but unfortunately, something stopped him. This emotion that he wanted to share cannot be shared except with somebody in particular; his beloved. 
“But Thee, deep buried in the silent tomb, 
That spot which no vicissitude can find?
· Who is he going to share his emotions with? Someone who is already dead.  
“Love, faithful love, recalled thee to my mind - 
But how could I forget thee? Through what power,
· He was thinking of love, not any kind of love, only faithful love; he recalls his love. According to Wordsworth, poetry is spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings recollected in tranquility. Here he is recollecting, remembering, and living with the memory of his beloved who is already buried in the tomb. 

“But how could I forget thee? Through what power, 
Even for the least division of an hour, 
· Although she is dead, he keeps remembering her. He asks how he can forget her. He cannot forget her, not even for a single minute or second. He keeps remembering her throughout the hour; in every minute of the hour. 
“Have I been so beguiled as to be blind 
To my most grievous loss? - That thought's return 
Was the worst pang that sorrow ever bore 
Save one, one only, when I stood forlorn, 
Knowing my heart's best treasure was no more; 
That neither present time, nor years unborn, 
Could to my sight that heavenly face restore.
· In the beginning he says that he is surprised, now he says that he is charmed by remembering what made him very sad; he is charmed by this grief. The thoughts and the ideas that he remembers or tries to recollect, that come back to him, were the most sorrowful experiences that he had ever experienced, except one.   
· So, everything was sad and sorrowful; all the ideas that came to him were the most sorrowful he ever had, except one. The one idea that does not make him sad is remembering his beloved; the heavenly creature that he used to love. The idea of remembering her brings back joy to him. 
· This is how he was surprised to find out that, even after her death, by simply remembering her, recollecting the ideas and his thoughts about her, this gave him joy. 
· Analyze the poem part by part to reach the conclusion. The writer himself writes part by part to build up to the conclusion; he chooses the words, the images, and what to become before what. In order to understand the poem, we have to reread the poem in the way the poet wrote it. 
· Write about the tools used: the figures of speech, the tone, the punctuation, the form of the poem… etc. Give an example of each.
· The conclusion of the poem depends on what you see; what the poet was really speaking about. 
· The poet lost somebody; this somebody might be somebody who really died, disappeared, or whatever. The source of his joy is recollecting the memory of his beloved. 
End …[image: image1.png]
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