Dr. Lamia
First Semester

Thought and Culture
(1)
· Civilization always deals with material things, لذلك لما نتكلم عن الحضارة الإسبانية مثلاً نتكلم عن قصر الحمرا أو الحدائق إلخ. But when we talk about culture, culture is shear intellect; culture is intellectual, so we deal with concepts, we don’t deal with characters. Therefore, culture is pure intellect.  إحنا راح ندرس الكالتشر الإنجليزية بس بنوصل بنهاية السمستر إلى إنجلترا. مثلاً طلبة اللغة العربية إذا عرض عليهم الإعراب يرجعون إلى القرآن ثم السنة ثم الشعر الجاهلي لإنه أوقع لغة وهو اللي حاطط اللغة العربية، فأحنا نرجع لإمرؤ القيس، طرفة بن العبد، أصحاب المعلقات. فنحن كعرب مرجعيتنا الشعر الجاهلي. مين مثلاً ما يعرف زرقاء اليمامة أو حرب البسوس؟!
· Anybody who studies Arabs, the way they think and the way they eat دائماً يرجع لإيام الجاهلية عشان يعرف كيف صارت. The same thing happens with e.g. England nowadays. When I talk about the western world, I talk about Europe and the States (Northern America). هدول مرجعيتهم  the Greeks and the Romans. When they say Mother Nature they mean a Greek goddess called Demeter, or when they talk about Troy (طروادة) or Hercules (هرقل) who is semi-god (half god-half human) لإنها من مرجعيتهم الثقافية. 
· So we’re not going to start with England, we’re going to start with what is named England nowadays. Generally speaking, let’s move to history to show you a basic division of history, according to the western culture (including the English culture). They call this approach deductive (from general to specific). We deduce until we reach بيت القصيد)). The other approach is called inductive>> من الصغير إلى الكبير.
· So, I’m going to show you a basic division in western history, and this division is made currently. We have three main periods: The first period is the pre-modern, the second is the modern and the third is the post-modern. This is a basic division of the western history. Drastic (great and major) changes that took place differentiate (distinguish: تميز) one period from the other: 
· The pre-modern is basically two periods: the first is the classic period (the Greeks and Romans) B.C (Before Christ). Whenever you hear in English “the Classics”, “the classic period” or “the Greco-Roman period” الإغريق والرومان. However (classic) is adjective, whereas (classics) is a noun. The second within the pre-modern is the Medieval Era or called “the dark ages”. 
· The modern starts with the 18th century at which Robinson Crusoe was written. Can you tell me what prepared the west for the modern era? The 18th century? What happened that enabled the westerners to move from the Medieval Era to the Modern Era. It is something very important that took place in Europe. It is something that took place before the 18th century: the Renaissance (عصر النهضة) which took place in the 16th century. With the Renaissance there was إنقلاب on the teachings of the Church. The teachings of the Church were something very different from Christianity. The Renaissance started in Italy then moved to England via (through) France; through the English Channel it moved all the way to England. The Renaissance was what led the western world to the modern age. The Renaissance is called the age of Enlightenment (التنوير)
· The post-modern: From the second half of the 20th century till nowadays. 
· Time is a concept so let’s see their understanding of time. There is a Greek myth in which Hades (god of the dead and the underworld) loved Persephone (daughter of Zeus and Demeter). Hades loved Persephone and took her down with him to the underworld. Then Persephone’s mother (Demeter) became sad so rain wouldn’t fall and no crops would grow and so the people went to Zeus (the head of the gods) complaining about that. But Hades insisted that Persephone live with him in the underworld. So Zeus said that Persephone will go up from the beginning of spring and the summer but will return back to the underworld in autumn and winter, so they made a compromise. 
· T.S. Eliot says in his poem the Waste Land “April is the cruelest month”, although the westerners celebrate spring and summertime. Shakespeare said in his sonnets that young age is spring and youth is summer, and adulthood is autumn but then old age comes is winter and comes with it death. In the western world they have the concept of the rebirth which starts with the winter where the leaves and the buds start to grow. The rate of suicide in the western world is very high in the autumn time وقت الكآبة والقمتة وعندهم كآبة مرتبطة بالنور. So when we talk about the classics and the pre-modern, their understanding of the movement of time is cyclic or cyclical (adjectives). 
· In the Fairie Queen when the knight went to the court of the queen he was a hero; he slayed the beast and returned once again to the court as he was with his mission accomplished. As for Robinson Crusoe, when he started, did the character of Robinson Crusoe develop on the island? It developed a great deal. When he first got to the island he cried; this is the only time in which we see Robinson Crusoe very emotional, other than that he always suppressed his emotions. How can you suppress your emotions (how can you not let your emotions show)? Reason (العقل) is what controls all emotions. So it is the first time we see Robinson Crusoe getting emotional as apart from this he never ever gave an outlet to his emotions. Gradually he accepted the situation with the aid of his reason. When the ship drowned all of the sailors died and he was the only one who survived. So he had a conversation with his mind (his reason). So his mind would tell him this is better than being drowned in the bottom of the ocean; logic tells him that it is better that he is still alive. This kind of conversation is the first characteristic of the Modern Age فيها فصل بين العقل والعواطف. Therefore they call the modern age the age of reason. 
· Before this people would relate natural phenomena to superstitious things. So gradually, after having a conversation with his reason, Robinson Crusoe started to accept his situation; it took him a full understanding of the situation. He used his reason to gain power; by the time he returned back to England he was a totally different person. Unlike the knight in The Fairie Queen who was a hero at first and a hero at the end and all he did was slay (kill) the beast; he accomplished his mission and returned as he was. Time, according to modern man, is only progressive (تقدمي). On the other hand, time, according to the pre-modern whether during the classics or the dark ages was cyclic, whereas in modern era their understanding of time is progressive only (never try to go back and always move ahead). 
· The second important point is the attitude of Man towards the universe. For instance, ancient Egyptians when they thought the Nile god was angry at him they would choose a present and give it to him so that this anger would abate; they wanted to please him by giving him the prettiest maid. The same thing in the dark ages, whenever something natural happened, despite the fact that they were Christians they would think this is God’s anger or God punishing Man, because it is according to the teachings of the Church. According to the teachings of the Church, Man by nature is sinner (he’s bad and evil) because his father (Adam) ate the forbidden fruit; they call it “the original sin”. Man is originally evil, therefore he has to spend all his life to redeem himself; to atone (يكفرعن ذنبه)>> atonement >> تكفير. People would give tips to the Church وسلال الغلة وما عندهم بالبيت عشان يرضيهم. This is because the attitude towards Man is that he is sinner and evil; Adam and his wife Eve were banished and exiled from Eden to this cursed world.
· The most important thing about the Renaissance is that they revived the Greek and Roman teachings. The bible was written in Latin; with the bible they learned the teachings of the Greeks and the Romans. Erasmus was a very important figure in that respect and he is a very celebrated man in Europe and the western world:
Erasmus was a classical scholar who wrote in a pure Latin style. He was an early proponent of religious toleration, and enjoyed the sobriquet "Prince of the Humanists"; he has been called "the crowning glory of the Christian humanists."[2] Using humanist techniques for working on texts, he prepared important new Latin and Greek editions of the New Testament. These raised questions that would be influential in the Protestant Reformation and Catholic Counter-Reformation. He also wrote The Praise of Folly, Handbook of a Christian Knight, On Civility in Children, Copia: Foundations of the Abundant Style, Julius Exclusus, and many other works.

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Desiderius_Erasmus
· The Church would sell people Indulgences (صكوك الغفران) and he would oppose that. Then after decades from Erasmus came Martin Luther in Germany:
Martin Luther was a German monk, priest, professor of theology and iconic figure of the Protestant Reformation.[1] He strongly disputed the claim that freedom from God's punishment for sin could be purchased with money. He confronted indulgence salesman Johann Tetzel with his Ninety-Five Theses in 1517. His refusal to retract all of his writings at the demand of Pope Leo X in 1520 and the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V at the Diet of Worms in 1521 resulted in his excommunication by the pope and condemnation as an outlaw by the Emperor.
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther
· The modern cultural attitude towards Man and the world has changed totally thanks to the Renaissance and the use of reason. This attitude celebrated Man; Man still has divine (إلهي) light and that Man is made on the picture of the Lord, and that Man is good. Subsequently the attitude towards the world changed from a cursed world to a world of wonders and riches, it lays ahead in front of us to explore and exploit. Now Man says I’m good, I have this divine light, I can do it, and I’m capable. That attitude took centuries to change; it took centuries for them to change from the negative to the positive, and it took them the Renaissance to do that. 
· There are three basic points you have to understand in this context: the basic division of history, the concept of time, Man and this world. 
· As for the intellectual knowledge we’re gonna start with philosophy. For example when we say two girls in KSA went to dine at MacDonald’s after college to meet their friends, to tell the story to someone like إمرؤ القيس or أبو العلاء المعري we have to explain to them what is MacDonald’s!! MacDonald’s is a franchise, and the idea of franchise is related to the concept of globalization which is in fact a philosophical idea. Samuel P. Huntington wrote The Clash of Civilization and Francis Fukuyama wrote a book called The End of History. Fukuyama believes that capitalism (الرأسمالية) prevailed and because of globalization most of the world dresses and eats the same now (e.g. the jeans). So this shows that even literary criticism is based on philosophical ideas. 
· Philosophy begins with wonder. What is wonder? (التعجب والتساؤل). So philosophy begins with questions. Once you pose a question you’ll not rest seeking its answer. Einstein (اينشتاين) says teach your children how to wonder. Philosophy, in its core, is concerned with two basic fundamental questions:
· The first question is the question about existence (الوجود). What is existence? What are these people that exist in this world? Who are the inhabitants of this earth? Are they the same, Man, animal and plant? What are these beings? What makes them beings? This existence is called in philosophy “Ontology”. So it’s above existence; not just the existence of Man, rather, of the universe, Man, and other creatures. This concept is very famous now in literary criticism>> me and the other (أنا والأخر). 
· The second question of philosophy is related to knowledge. In order to understand I need to see the basic stages of knowledge; it has levels. So knowledge is a process. For instance when we say “he wrote” and “he is writing”, in “wrote” the event is over while in “is writing”, the event is still going and the person is still in the process of writing. 
· Knowledge is a process and it always starts with perception (الإدراك); it always has to do with the information that you give to the senses. Any knowledge that you acquire through your senses is called perception. 
· The second stage of knowledge is experience as it helps knowledge to grow and mature. So knowledge has many levels, but the highest is “understanding”; you cannot understand until you have experience. For instance, when you read Robinson Crusoe you understand that life is not just about survival but living a full life. Therefore, the second question that exists in philosophy is knowledge>> it is called Epistemology. 
· But what is knowledge? How to get to know about things and the about existence of things? These two core questions in philosophy are interrelated. Basically, philosophy studies principles (elements), concepts and methods. 
· Socrates is the greatest of the classic philosophers. But Socrates did not come from vacuum as there were philosophers previous to Socrates. The first one that is worthy of mentioning here is Thales who lived in the sixth century. When they started to ask questions they were the founders of critical thinking, because philosophical arguments are based on reason; they were famous because they started the method of critical thinking. The ancient Greek philosophers were pagan but they believed in gods and goddesses; they had faith. However, I cannot get the answer to a philosophical question from a belief or a tradition; it should be verified only by reason. The only authority we use in our acquisition of knowledge should be reason. Discuss, argue and debate. Discussion (مناقشة) debate (مناظرة), argument (جدال). In a discussion the parties are in agreement on a certain attitude or view, whereas in argument we have one single issue but different views. 
End of Lecture …
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