Dr. Lamia
First Semester

Thought and Culture
(2)
· We talked about the basic division of history according to western civilization (pre-modern, modern and post-modern). We said that in our course we’re going to cover the pre-modern and the modern. As for the pre-modern we have two periods (two components)>> the classics (the Greeks and Romans), and the medieval era (the dark ages). The modern starts with the 18th century. 
· We differentiated between the pre-modern and the modern in terms of people’s understanding of this world: فهم الناس لعالمهم
· Their understanding of time: 
The way they conceive time (the way they perceive of time), the way they saw time? The pre-modern saw time as a cycle. This reminds us of Shakespeare when he speaks of the seasons of the year and Man. We said that the modern perception of time is progressive (تقدمي). We also talked about Robinson Crusoe and The Fairie Queen; the knight in The Fairie Queen came back as a hero because he slayed (ذبح) the beast, but Robinson Crusoe when he came back to England he was a totally different person. When Robinson Crusoe was on the island he never asked himself about his parents or so, because he is modern man; he sees time as progressive, always moving forward, so not a single time he turned to the past. Thus, time according to modern people is always progressive, whereas time to the pre-modern is cyclic.
· The attitude of Man towards himself: 
In the pre-modern the attitude of Man towards himself is very negative, in the sense that this view is based on the teachings of the Church. We have to differentiate between the teachings of the Church and Christianity. According to the teachings of the Church, Man is bad by nature; he is a sinner because he carries the sin of Adam of eating the forbidden fruit (خطيئة آدم). Therefore Man was cast out of Eden (جنة عدن) and thrown on to this cursed world, and so Man has to spend out his life to redeem himself (يكفر عن الخطيئة). Thus after doing anything wrong people would redeem themselves by paying to the Church. 
· Before the modern time there was the 16th century in which a something very vast took place in Europe: the Renaissance (عصر النهضة). We talked about Martin Luther and how he criticized the Pope and the Church for selling indulgences (صكوك الغفران). But the Pope was not alone; he was helped by the king وهنا بقا الصحوة. So in the 18th century Robinson Crusoe, when Robinson Crusoe said I need to atone myself he didn’t do like the people in the dark ages. Thus his story on the island was not a story of survival, but a story of human; he made his things on the island, he used his knowledge and he progressed on the island. So Man has gained confidence in himself. It was the belief that Man is capable of everything and that Man still has this divine light; he was created on the image of the Lord (according to the teachings of Protestantism). 
· So when Man had a different attitude and a high level of confidence in himself subsequently his attitude towards this world changed, in what way? Instead of seeing this world as a cursed world where he has to do his best to redeem himself, he saw it as a world of nature, as full of riches to exploit and explore to the full. إمبراطورية إنجلترا قبل القرن التاسع عشر سميت بالإمبراطورية التي لا تغرب عنها الشمس.
· So the main difference is between the pre-modern and the modern is the perception of time, the attitude of Man towards himself and the universe. In the pre-modern the center of the universe was the Lord, whereas in the modern the center of the universe is Man, and everything about Man is beautiful.  
· We said previously that because we’re going to do with something intellectual, most of our course will be philosophy. For instance, we cannot reach an interpretation of a literary work without understanding e.g. the concept of globalization or the conflict of civilization. The base of critical theories is usually taken from philosophy. And as we said the basic foundation of western civilization nowadays is the Greek and Roman civilization. So when we say “the classics” we mean the Greeks and Romans, and when we say “classic” we mean the adjective (the classic period).  
· What is philosophy? “Philosophy beings in wonder” Plato.
Wonder is questioning (posing questions طرح الأسئلة). Einstein says teach your children to wonder (to ask questions). Once you set the question then you’ll do your best to seek the answer. When they seek the answer they’ll know something. 
· Philosophy is concerned with two main questions: 

The first is about existence (who exists in this world and what is the meaning of existence, the existence of beings and are they the same? etc.) Any question that has to do with existence is “Ontology”, and it is a branch of philosophy. So the first question of philosophy has to do with Ontology (علم الوجود).
The second question has to do with knowledge. The first is the “what” and the second is the “how”. What do I need in order to get to the knowledge of existence? This is called “Epistemology” (نظرية المعرفة): how to get the knowledge of the existence of certain things: e.g. who are the inhabitants of this earth? Are they the same? For instance, Darwin was the first who made divisions for the inhabitants of this planet, and then he got to the conclusion that Man originally was an ape. 
· Remember: B.D. means Before Date, B.C means Before Christ. 
· When they started posing question they already had beliefs; e.g. they believed in gods like Demeter, Hades, Zeus, Poseidon etc. The Romans and the Greeks were the first to set the foundations of the new knowledge, of a new method, of critical thinking. They laid the foundations of critical thinking in the sense that they didn’t rely on any kind of tradition (e.g. religion, or whatever their grandparents told them). So they relied on no tradition, no religion, no intuition; they relied only on reason (العقل). It was the only authority that they would seek; they based the new knowledge on reason وهذه هي بداية التفكير النقدي. Naturally we’re born with this critical thinking لكن التربية الخاطئة وتأثير المجتمع يؤثر عليه.
· The first Greek philosophers existed in Minor Asia. E.g. Troy (طروادة) was a place in Minor Asia near Turkey ضمن مجموعة جزر في البحر المتوسط, and the war that occurred there is called the Trojan War where the Athenians hid in the wooden horse and defeated the Trojans. 
In Greek mythology, the Trojan War was waged against the city of Troy by the Achaeans (Greeks) after Paris of Troy took Helen from her husband Menelaus king of Sparta. The war is one of the most important events in Greek mythology and has been narrated through many works of Greek literature, most notably through Homer's Iliad and the Odyssey.

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trojan_War
· We’re going to start with pre-Socratic philosophers because Socrates did not start from vacuum. Most of the philosophers that came before Socrates existed in Minor Asia. We said that the method of their new philosophy was based on reason. They were mentors to philosophers like Socrates. When we say mentor (مستشار – معلم – ناصح – راعي) e.g. Aristotle was the mentor of Alexander the Great. 
· Their method was to discuss, argue and debate. And this is the method of learning. When we discuss, we discuss a certain issue that we have the same view about, but when we argue we, we argue about an issue that we have different views about (there is refuting دحض and negating معارضة وإنكار وإبطال). As for debate it is always oral (شفهية) and public (علانية) where different views are presented. 
· This all started by asking questions. They found themselves in a strange world they had no say of coming into or leaving it عالم ليس لهم خيار فيه. So their perception is that this universe is something that we need to understand. Early on they thought of a framework of this universe. What are the components of this framework? They looked at this universe as a finite object. The universe happens to us and to all the creatures on this planet; so the world was seen from outside moving to the inside. E.g. in psychology they explore Man as a universe. They thought of themselves in this world within the framework of time & space. Most of their questions are not related to material things; rather, they are related mostly to concepts. Philosophy deals with concepts, principles and methods (all are things intellectual). 
· The first pre-Socratic philosopher we’re going to study is Thales:- 
· He was a Greek philosopher who lived in Minor Asia. He started to ask about Ontology: what is this world? What is it made of? (All the questions that have to do with existence and not knowledge). With his observation and his use of reason, he came to understand that the source of this world is water; he noticed that every landmass (كتلة أرضية) has water in it and that our universe is supported by sea. This is not very far from what we know in Islam "وجعلنا من الماء كل شيء حي" 
· Thales’s pupil was Anaximander:- 

· Anaximander opposed his own mentor Thales. He asked a question: if the sea is supporting the earth, then what is it that supports the sea? He refuted his own mentor view of the world. By this question he came up with his own theory which is called “infinite regression”. We know in Islam that the first and ultimate cause of everything is the Lord. 
Anaximander deduced that if the Earth was supported on pillars, or the back of a turtle, or four elephants, or water, that the pillars, turtle, elephants, or water would themselves require some support. And this new support would require a support as well, and so on, in an infinite regress of supports. So Anaximander did away with the whole notion of support entirely and said that the Earth did not rest on anything.

Source: http://thephilosophyofscience.wordpress.com/tag/anaximander/
Like Thales, Anaximander wanted to explain the origin of all things without relying upon the poetic authority of Homer and Hesiod. However, Anaximander had difficulty believing that water accounts for everything. Although no complete work of Anaximander—or any Pre-Socratic—exists, we can assume that Anaximander argues that if Thales is indeed correct, why does it seem as though we find so many things in nature that are not water? Furthermore, the Greeks tended to think in opposites: hot/cold, wet/dry. Since wetness is the essence of water and all things supposedly derive from water, how do we account for things that are dry?

Source: http://donamajicshow.tumblr.com/post/112859831/thales-anaximander
· Heraclitus based his theory on “the unity of opposites”:
· Heraclitus also used observation. He observed that the way up to mountain side is the same way down to mountain side. At the same time, we’re using two different things (up and down). E.g. a glass a half empty and half full of water, is it full or empty? They are opposites but they are the same. He concluded that reality is unstable (غير ثابتة). This is very modern because in the 20th century they discovered the inside of the atom (the moving protons and electrons). 
What is the difference between reality and truth? Reality changes but the truth doesn’t. Reality is concrete whereas truth is abstract. Truth doesn’t change and the ultimate truth is God. 

· Realizing the unity of opposites, Heraclitus stated that “everything is in flux”, which means that everything changes. Thus, he came to the conclusion that the world and its inhabitants are not solid غير ثابت أو يابس. He used the metaphor of the flame to conclude that everything in this world is not solid and it’s only a process (عملية وتنتهي): each candle has a flame, it has a smell and color, but it takes a certain time before it disappears with the end of the candle. 
Heraclitus' flux doctrine is a special case of the unity of opposites, pointing to ways things are both the same and not the same over time. He depicts two key opposites that are interconnected, but not identical. Heraclitus sometimes explains how things have opposite qualities:

Sea is the purest and most polluted water: for fish drinkable and healthy, for men undrinkable and harmful. (B61) 
Source: http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/heraclitus/#UniOpp
· After those philosophers there were subsequent philosophers who came up with tremendous theories. 
Additional info: في المسيحية الناسوت علم المسيح وهو إنسان واللاهوت علمه لما كان إله 
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