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Thought and Culture
(3)
· Anaximander was Thales’s own pupil. He took the theory and used reason and think about the impact of what Thales says. He asked a question: if the sea is supporting the earth, then what is it that supports the sea?
· From Anaximander, a new theory was advanced and was presented. This theory is called “infinite regression”. 
· Infinite means limitless لا حدود له 
· Regression means العودة الي الماضي - التراجع
· So, The “infinite regression” theory states that the sea is supporting the earth and the earth is supported by God.
· الله رب العالمين هو خالق كل شئ .. إذا فنحن رجعنا الي المُسبب الأول لذا هي "regression" اي التراجع.
· Then, it is clear that Anaximander did not follow Thales. Anaximander did not follow the critical way of Thales in his view of the world. He followed the critical legend of view the world but he argued it as he did not accept what his mentor said. So, he was arguing his own mentor and there is a critical method being adapted. 
· Heraclitus is another philosopher from Minor Asia. He noticed that the way up to mountain side is the same way down to mountain side. He produced a new theory called “Unity of Opposites”. The literary device that represents “Unity of Opposites” is paradoxical statements as it shows contradiction but there is unity. 
The Doctor wrote some points on the board and she started to discuss it saying:
· If I wrote a short story and state that ‘the girls had finished the exam and went to eat in MacDonald’.. while if the same story is written in other age of a century before, the shop Macdonald’s is not found in all the world and it cannot be mentioned in the story when it is not known while now this shop is found allover the world and it is something related to globalization. So, from the idea of globalization we come to a point that all genre of literature reflect what is going on in our life. They are the same in reflecting our life but each has its own characteristics as it is written in different times (what happened in the 17th century is differ from the 18th century). There is a time change as by the passage of time people change, food change and many things change. 
· What is the difference between truth and reality? 
· Reality (الواقع) is a symbol of fact. Reality is unstable (instability) and it does change. Reality is concrete. There is not ultimate reality as reality changes and unstable.
· Truth (الحقيقة) is stable and does not change. The truth is abstract. There is ultimate truth that cannot be change, the ultimate truth is God. Ultimate truth means  الحقيقة المطلقة. 
· According to Heraclitus, “everything is in flux (يتدفق و يتقلب)”. This means that everything changes and everything is moving. Even in science, for example, the protons and electrons are in continuous movement في العلوم أجزاء الذره من بروتون والكترون في حركة مستمرة . So, everything is changing and moving. 
· Heraclitus came to a conclusion that the world is not an object but it is a process. He said that everything in this world is not an object (is not solid) and it is a process. He give an example of a flame saying that each candle has a flame, it has a smell and color, but it takes a certain time before it disappears with the end of the candle. Even the human body changes by the passage of time. So, everything is a flux, this means that the world is a flux and not an object. 
· Pythagoras (فيثاغورس) was born in Minor Asia. He was the first to combine Mathematics with Geometry (علم الهندسة في الرياضيات). He was the one who give the word “theory” its present meaning and its nowadays sense. 
· Pythagoras is the one who invented the word “philosophy”. He was the first to refer to the universe as Macrocosm and Man as Microcosm. He was the first to introduce “cosmos” = this word means the universe. There is a relation between Microcosm and Macrocosm. This is the advancement of Pythagoras. 
· The theory of the primary four elements:
· In Thomas Hardy’s “The Return of the Native”, Eustacia Vye was a very passionate protagonist. She was a young lady that her life was dominated by passion. During the 19th century, the theory of the four elements was very much complicated but Hardy used it to portrait his characters. 
· Even in psychology, the passion is the point that specify the person whether to be nervous or calm or fire character…etc. 
· The theory of the four elements states that this cosmos or this natural universe with all its inhabitance (humans and animals and plants) is made of four elements. These four elements are fire, water, earth and air. 
· Everybody has these four elements in its own being but with varies percentage. In this part, we are talking about ontology (الكينونة – علم الوجود).
· Experience is the point that controls the percentage (النسبة) of each element in beings.  
· Socrates (سقراط) is an important philosopher that we should know. Socrates was the first philosopher and he was born in Greece rather than in Minor Asia. He was born in the 5th century BC (القرن الخامس قبل الميلاد) and died only one year after the beginning of the 4th century BC. 
· Socrates was far from whatever philosophy produced before him. Most of those who speak about philosophy before him was his neighbors but he did not accept it. 
· He has two objections towards all the theories that advanced before him. The first objection is that the theories before him were attacks one another and contradicting each other (تتعارض مع بعضها البعض). So, Socrates can never decide which theory is correct and which one is the right one because non of them offer the observant, the learner or the critical method that he could way (المنهج النقدي الذي يسلكه). The second objection is that non of the previous theories was practical enough so that human beings could benefit from it. Non of the theories show us the way of how to conduct (يدير - يقود) our life in the best way or how to lead the best way of life or how to maintain the best kind of behavior. So, the second objection has to do with practicality (التطبيق العلمي), nothing is practical enough and non of these theories affect our behavior or the way we lead our life. So, it is useless (لا فائدة منها). 
· Socrates was given the title ‘Masterly interrogator’. Interrogation means أستجواب. 
Plato's portrait of Socrates ... If you take my advice, you will give but little thought to Socrates but much more to the truth.
· Socrates did not have a school like other philosophers but his method was known as “Socratic Method”. 
· Socratic Method was: He would ask questions and when one of the audience or people gatherings around him answers the question, he would again answer another question. Socrates was the first to divert the attention (حول انتباه) of the natural world to the world of morality (الاخلاق - الفضيلة). For this reason, he is the best one to found (يضع اساسيات - يؤسس) the Moral Philosophy. The Morals are abstract. He would to ask questions about abstract fundamental concepts (like when he ask: What is courage? And people answer: courage is the capability to endure – then he would ask: what is endurance? And one of the people could answer: the endurance (القدرة علي التحمل) means the persistence (مثابرة) – but some people would say there is difference between endurance and persistence …etc). 
· When Socrates ask these questions, he never ever claimed (زعم - ادعي) that he owns the better answers. People around Socrates thought that they know the answers but after this process of asking questions and get the answer and ask another question related to the previous answer, people discover that they do not know the correct answer and that they had to think more. So, he advanced his own method which is called “Socratic Method” of getting to the knowledge opposition. This was Socrates method of acquiring knowledge (of knowledge acquisition). 
· The Socratic Method was known by academic speaking by the Dialectic. This Dialectic (جدلية) is in the core of philosophy. This is progress not regress. 
· This is for your info: Talking about the supernatural power – Oedipus the king (أوديب) there was a prophecy (تنبوء) by the oracle (usually a woman) in Athens that he will be a king and marry his mother. There was a prophet also for Socrates by the oracle declaring that Socrates will be the wisest of men, because he knows that he does not know. 
· Socrates’ death: because of his morality, he started to influence the young minds (يؤثر علي عقول الشباب), therefore there was a special statement (حكم قضائي) against him. So, he was captured (تم القبض عليه) and tied and sentenced to death (حكم عليه بالإعدام). 
· There was a man named David Louis, he was called the artist of the French Revolution (فنان الثورة الفرنسية), he paint a picture for Socrates death. Socrates was sentenced to death by drinking poison (شرب سم). 
· Socrates status (منزلة سقراط) based on his beliefs which are more powerful than values and principles. 
· Socrates has two beliefs: 
(1) He believed in integrity (النزاهة) which is much related to morality. Socrates has his own way and his own theory in explaining the word integrity. He believes that when somebody does unjust act towards somebody else, the doer of the act (القائم بالفعل الغير عادل) is the one who need pity and not his victim (الضحية) because the real harm is the harm that affects the soul (الروح) not the harm that affects the physical body. This means that according to Socrates, Man is made of two elements; body and soul – and the soul is eternal (خالدة) while the body is not. 
What does a man gain by winning the whole world at the cost of his true self

(quotation by Jesus Christ)
· This quotation shows that all religions are almost the same. 
ماذا سيجني الانسان اذا فاز بالعالم كله والثمن his true self 
· This has to do with the question of integrity. So, he deeply believe in integrity. This is Socrates first belief. 
(2) Socrates second belief is that he combines knowledge with virtue (الفضيلة). Socrates believe that nobody commit (يرتكب) a wrong doings (أخطاء) and knowing that what he is doing is wrong and the source of wrong doing is ignorance (الجهل بأنه خطأ). This means that he is always thinking of Man as a good being and this comes out of his believe in morality. He believes that Man is good and find an excuse that the mistakes comes out of ignorance. So, Socrates accepted his death because it does not going against his believes. 
End of Lecture      [image: image1.png]



Mrs. Eman Afifi

     2012/2013

