Dr. Lamia
First Semester

Thought and Culture
(4)
Last week we talked about philosophy where every argument is based on reason, and the method of philosophy, of teaching and knowledge acquisition is based on reason which relies on argument, discussion and debate>> the elements of critical thinking. 
· “Everybody believes his own experience” which of the theories you can relate this quote to? This quote reminds us that reality is unstable. In addition to being unstable (غير ثابتة), reality is plural (متعددة). E.g. the ancient believed in many gods, a god for trees, a god for seas, a god for the sky, etc. Thus, reality is unstable and plural, in what way is reality plural? E.g. لما اسألك شو رايك بالكلية كله بيجاوب من تجربته الخاصة out of their own experience. 

· You already studied literature and know about the narrators: first person narrator, second person narrator, and the omniscient narrator. From which point of view do you get to know the feelings inside the character? You get to know the feelings inside the character from the first person narrator, because it is over subjective (غير موضوعي – شخصي). This takes us to the theory of subjectivity: نقول فلان يحب هذا وما يحب هذا is a very subjective character. 
· So subjectivity means when you see reality from your own point of view. In The Mill on the Floss which you studied, you see how the author is very subjective; she expresses her own views and feelings through the character of Maggie, and we see a clear identification (تطابق ومماثلة) between the author and the protagonist (بطلة الرواية) Maggie. So subjectivity theory appeared in the 19th century ولكن كل أصولها جت من هذا from pre-Socratic theories that talk about reality being unstable and plural. E.g. if we say the exam is going to be objective (موضوعي) it means that you will not be given a space to express your personal views. 
· Another philosopher we are going to talk about is Pythagoras فيثاغورس كان عالم وفيلسوف أيضا. He was a pre-Socratic and born in Minor Asia also. But what was Pythagoras’s contribution to the field of philosophy? 
· He was the first to combine geometry with mathematics. He was the first to give the word “theory” nowadays’ meaning and sense, and he was the first to invent the word “philosophy”. In addition to that, he was the first to refer to the universe as “the cosmos” (الكون).

· His theory of “primary elements” (العناصر الأساسية) says that the whole cosmos with its inhabitants (سكانه), with its creatures, is made from elements (four elements). And the percentage of these elements in different creatures varies from one creature to another. When we say someone is passionate or angry then this person has a higher element of fire than any other element. عشان كدا لما يكون أحد غضبان نقوله مثلاً روح أتوضأ.   
· Most of the theories we talked about are related to the natural world العالم الطبيعي (the world outside ourselves). Right now we are going to move to a new philosopher: Socrates:- 
“If you will take my advice, you will think little of Socrates, and a great deal more of truth.”
· Socrates’s quotation reflects his method of philosophy and his method of acquiring knowledge. He would always debate, discuss and argue. Historians and philosophers call Socrates the masterly interrogator. Socrates differs from pre-Socratic philosophers in that he was the first of the philosophers to be born in Greece (5th century B.C.), whereas all pre-Socratic philosophers were born in Minor Asia. He was not very much interested in the natural world and he founded moral philosophy (فلسفة الأخلاق). He studied all the theories that were advanced by the philosophers that came before him, but he had two objections (إعتراضات) to these theories; he didn’t accept them. 
1- His first objection is that all these theories are at odds with one another (contradicted one another), and none of them presented a critical method to prove itself. مثلاً اللي قال كل الناس مصنوعة من كذا وكذا في بروف عنده؟ لا كله أوبزرفيشنز. So this makes it difficult for the learner to know which one is suitable or right. 
2- His second objection is that none of these theories is practical enough to show us the right path, to show us how to conduct our life and how to conduct our behavior; they were all theoretical (نظري). it doesn’t show us how to live in the best way possible, or how to behave in the best way possible. Therefore they were useless in a way (غير نافعين).
· When we talk about moral philosophy, he was not concerned with the outer world (the natural world). Rather, he was more concerned with Man; he was the first of philosophers to turn his interest from the outer world to Man. But what was he interested in?
· He was interested in abstract concepts المفاهيم المجردة and his way was posing philosophic questions like: What is good? What is evil? What is honesty? What is justice? What is freedom? What is a friendship? Etc. But what is important is that he never ever claimed that he knows the true answer or the right answer. 
· E.g. he didn’t have a place as a school, as for instance the school of Plato is called “academy”. He didn’t go to school but he would just walk in the streets, in the marketplace السوق and people would gather around him. He had such a charismatic personality (شخصية جذابة). His method (the Socratic Method) to get to the truth through the process of asking questions and receiving an answer. 
· E.g. he would ask “what is courage?” and one of the bystanders would say “courage is the capability to endure” (endure: يصمد ويتحمل). Then he would ask another question: “what is endurance?” Endurance is persistence (المثابرة); to keep going no matter what the difficulties and the obstacles (تحمل الصعوبات). Then he would ask again what the meaning of “obstinacy” is? (العناد).  He differentiated “persistence” from “obstinacy” as “obstinacy” has negative connotations (دلالات سلبية). So Socrates never claimed that he knows everything or that he has the right answer; this is the attitude of a learner. 
The Oracle of Delphi and Oedipus the King الملك أوديب:- 
· When Oedipus returned from the war he went to the Oracle of Delphi. Delphi is a place in Athens and an oracle is a person who can see the future. The oracle told Oedipus that he would kill his father and marry his mother. This was a prophecy (نبوئة). Anyway, the Oracle of Delphi declared Socrates as the wisest of men because he was the one who never claimed that he knows the right answer. 

So to Socrates everything is open to questioning and interrogation; nothing is kept as secret. Everything to Socrates is open for granted, provided that it’s abstract. But why would he question these abstract concepts? 

· He did not question them to get to a definition (تعريف). Through his observation he noticed about “justice” and “being just”. For instance, بالقرآن عندنا بالشريعة العين بالعين والسن بالسن والبادي أظلم من أيام موسى عليه السلام. There must be one common thing all these different beings share, and it is “justice”. Socrates reached a conclusion that there must be some kind of existence of this justice, though not material (غير مادي). He didn’t say existence exactly, he said some kind of “essence” (جوهر), not material but abstract for all the fundamental concepts (المفاهيم الأساسية) that they know such as what is good and what is evil, etc. This is the very idea that Plato would take up and advance further. The values of good, evil, honesty, etc. are all known since the time of Adam and Eve. 
· Socrates’s method was called the dialectic (الجدل). Dialectic right now lies in the core of philosophy; a non-ending argument. Socrates never claimed that he has an answer; he would just leave people thinking of what is next. So listeners, bystanders and intellectuals who stand talking to him would always modify (change) their answers. That’s why he was called the wisest man because he was the only man to say that he doesn’t know. So his method was based on questions and answers (dialectic)>> the Socratic Method. 
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Jacques-Louis David: The Death of Socrates
· Because of his charismatic personality, his values, and his talk about morality, people, especially the youth were influenced by him. He was accused of being contemptuous (يحتقر ويزدري) to the laws and the rules of the state; he was accused of corrupting the minds of the youth إفساد عقول الشباب. So a trial was set up, he was tried and accused of corrupting the minds of the youth and he was sentenced to death by poison. After he was sentenced to death a lot of his students offered him the chance to escape but he refused because of his values. And not only because he had values, these values turned into beliefs; he risked his life because of values that turned into two strong beliefs: تحولت القيم لديه إلى معتقدات قوية
1- The first one is integrity (إستقامة – نزاهة). But what does Socrates mean by integrity? 
He talked about the uncertainties of this life (the misfortunes مصائب). E.g. people lose their positions, by accident people get crippled, etc. But he believed that whatever harm that affects the body of Man is trivial (تافه), and the real harm is the harm that affects the soul. So the soul should be kept intact (سليمة). Here we see a man who is separating between body and soul. And he says because everything is going to come to an end, therefore physical harm (الأذى الجسدي) is trivial; whatever happens cannot be compared to the harm of the soul. What is the harm of the soul? The harm of the soul is such as lying, cheating, dishonesty, etc. 
Therefore “we should to pity the perpetrator (doer (فاعل of injustice rather than pity the victim”, because the victim the unjust act falls on him but still his soul remains intact (untouched and unharmed). The real catastrophe (المصيبة والكارثة الحقيقية) is the one that befalls (تصيب) the soul not the body. So any harm that affects the body is temporary (مؤقت) as one day it’s going to come to an end. 
For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? (Mark 8:36)
من أقوال المسيح ويتشابه مع معنى الآية الكريمة (يَا أَيُّهَا الَّذِينَ آمَنُوا لِمَ تَقُولُونَ مَا لَا تَفْعَلُونَ ، كَبُرَ مَقْتًا عِنْدَ اللَّهِ أَنْ تَقُولُوا مَا لَا تَفْعَلُونَ)
Socrates’s beliefs thus indicate that Man constitutes two elements (body and soul), and that soul is far more important than the body. 

2- Socrates’s second belief is that nobody commits يرتكب a wrong doing fully knowing that it’s wrong. لا يرتكب فعل سيء وهو يعلم أنه سيء
Once you know that this is wrong you’ll stop doing it. To Socrates, knowledge of the wrong doing = virtue. He thinks that Man doesn’t do something wrong with the full knowledge that he is doing something wrong. Any man who commits a wrong doing doesn’t grasp the idea fully that this is wrong. That is why he didn’t escape; he drank the poison in front of his students. Had he escaped it would have meant that he had done something wrong. Because he knows that escaping the sentence is wrong doing, he stayed and accepted the sentence. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· Plato (424/423 BC – 348/347 BC) was the pupil of Socrates, and he was also born in Greece like his mentor. Whenever we talk about Plato, his biggest and most important achievement was bridging (الوصل) between the human and the abstract world. The pre-Socratic philosophers spoke about the natural world, Aristotle said that there is another world, and Socrates said that there is some kind of essence somewhere where we would find justice, honesty, friendship, etc. But how would Plato start his business of philosophy? 
· He would write the dialogues in which he enlists the teachings of Socrates; we see Socrates act as the protagonist where Socrates would ask and somebody would answer him. He was celebrating (يحتفي) his own mentor. Plato’s work was the first work of the philosophers that reached the modern age intact, unharmed and complete (ما فيها خدش); they knew about Socrates through Plato, and they knew about Thales through Plato’s writings and so on. Nothing reached the modern age that was written by Socrates; maybe there was no writing كلها كانت جدل بالسوق والأماكن العامة. 
· Plato’s work is divided into the early dialogues and the late dialogues. The early dialogues carry the teachings of Socrates, whereas the late dialogues are his own opinions, views and theories. Historians and linguists say that his writings were the finest of the prose language among the Greek writers. The most famous of his writings are The Republic, The Symposium. In The Republic Plato tells The Myth of the Cave: 
For more information: http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/plato-myths/
(Allegory: حكاية رمزية)
Plato lets Socrates describe a group of people who have lived chained to the wall of a cave all of their lives, facing a blank wall. The people watch shadows projected on the wall by things passing in front of a fire behind them, and begin to ascribe forms to these shadows. According to Plato's Socrates, the shadows are as close as the prisoners get to viewing reality. He then explains how the philosopher is like a prisoner who is freed from the cave and comes to understand that the shadows on the wall do not make up reality at all, as he can perceive the true form of reality rather than the mere shadows seen by the prisoners.

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allegory_of_the_Cave
Did Plato follow the advice of Socrates? 
He rejected the beliefs of Socrates that knowledge is virtue. However, he kept the issue of integrity; he believed like him that the harm of the soul is far more serious than the harm of the body. Through his observation and knowledge of mathematics he said that it is a perfect science; he held mathematics in very high esteem. Mathematics (الرياضيات) for Plato stands for perfection as it is a science of facts (1+1=2 and never 3). He noticed that nature is full of discrepancies (تباين) and immorality, but at certain times the relation between its elements is mathematic (e.g. gravity).                            
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