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· To talk about symbolism, we need first to talk about symbolism in Tess of the d'Urbervilles which is the best of Thomas Hardy's novels. In this novel, the iron bars of the car kill the horse. Iron bars symbolize modern civilization which is based on iron. It kills innocence and beauty as symbolized in the horse which is named "prince". Prince is symbolic of beauty, of elegance, of all the noble features in man. So this is an important scene in this novel 

· In The Return of the Native, symbolism appears in Hardy's use of indicative names. Most of the names in the novel carry connotations which indicate some of the characters' nature. 
Damon Wildeve: 

·  The name Damon is a reference to the demon which is an evil spirit. The name "wild" is indicative of the evil and wild nature of the man; the word "eve" is a reference to the darkness of the night. 

Eustacia: 
· Eustacia refers to the change in the level of the sea. It refers to the change in her character. The name also refers to the Eustachian tube which is related to the sense of hearing. Eustacia changes her life because of what she hears about Clym. She marries him; however, she later on changes her mind and renews the relationship with Wildeve.
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Diggory Venn [the reddleman]: 

· The reddleman is the person who dyes sheep. The reddleman is associated with sheep, symbols of innocence. The word reddleman associates Venn with sheep, symbols of innocence. It is also a reference to the word middleman, the man who mediates between people. Venn mediates between and Eustacia and Thomasin, he wanted Eustacia to leave Wildeve so that Thomasin marries him. He also mediates between Mrs. Yeobright and her son, as he tells her "you should go to your son".  

Symbol of fire: 
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Fire is an ambivalent symbol. It is sometimes used as a symbol of emotions, of love. And it is sometimes used as a symbol of punishment and evil, because evil people go to hell, because the relationship between Eustacia and Wildeve is going to lead to punishment from God. They continued the relationship after Eustacia is married. Fire is the signal between Eustacia and Wildeve.  
Mr. Vye: 
· The word "Vye" is closed to the word "vile" .The word vile refers to the evil in the character of Mr. Vye. In the first two chapters, we understand that Mr Vye is an evil person because when he was tying to look at the sleeping girl, he said I would have been interested in this woman when if I were young. 
Short sightedness: 

· Clym developed short sightedness. His physical short sight is indicative of his short sight in life. He married Eustacia. His mother, Mrs. Yeobright was also short- sighted, because she did not recognize her son on her way to his house. In her real life, she was a short sighted woman.
Poetic justice in the novel: 
· Wildeve and Eustacia are drowned in the water.  
· On the other hand, the reddleman was rewarded by marrying Thomasin.  
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