

Poetry                                                                         Dr. Fawzia

4th year                                                                        2nd term 2010

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1 lecture 
We are going to study modern poetry. 

We will start with Yeats, next term we are going to move to Eliot.  They are the major figures in the 20th century. 
We will first start with the early modern poets. We have a very significant period of the two world wars. They were land marks in the history of the whole universe.  The incidents of war helped in shaping and reshaping ideas in the modern poetry. We study war poetry because of its significance. The wars affected the literary thinking mind.

We will study Rupert Brooke- Peace and the Soldier- a famous war sonnet. We will study Sassoon. Then we will move to another major war poet  Owen. 

In war poetry, we usually have two different presentations of war poetry; the idea of showing war as something glorified, honorable, heroic. This is what is called pre-war poetry. Then we have another presentation of poetry after experiencing war. Poets were soldiers and they suffered in the war. They started to write in a completely different way. This way of exposing, showing the horrors of war , the bloodshed, the killing, the grotesque scene and sounds of war. 

Then ending the war poet, we will start another major poet, Yeats. He is a very significant poet. He is an Irish. He studied in England. He wrote masterpieces not only in poetry but also in drama. We are going to study four poems by Yeats- Eastern 1916- Sailing to Byzantium-this poem is about his philosophy about the past. We will read the Second Coming- a very significant poem that shows Yeats’ philosophy about civilization- the theory of the gyre.
We are going to have a kind of an introduction about American poetry; how it started, the influential elements on American poetry. It inherited the English tradition. We will see the transformation, the development in the American poetry. 
American poetry that we are going to study in this term is not actually 20th century poets, but only the beginnings. We are going to have a kind of historical development of American poetry.

We will have an introduction. Through this introduction, we will know about the bases and then we will know the founders of the American poetry. We will start with Whitman= the father of the American literature. Then we will go to Wallace Steven. Then we will read Emily Dickenson.  She is a great American poetess who is not considered a 19th century poetess. Her works were head of her time, the technicalities, the themes, the topics she discussed. Her works were not published during her life time. She was writing poems that were really modern. She is a poetess who lived in the 19th century but her poetry is 20th century poetry.

The modern poetry tends towards realism. He is showing the realistic picture of life.

General Background of the 20th century:    

The poetic tradition has developed through ages. There is a sense of growth starting from sonnets, and then moving into heroic couplets, then the Victorian …….. 

If we look at modern poetry, we find that it is an extension, a development, a growth of the 19th century poetry. 

Poetry is not isolated from the universe in a high tower. Poetry is the outcome of the experience of poets. The poet as a human bring has to be influenced by the politics of his days, he has to be influenced by the scientific inventions in his time, by the economy of his country. Everything around the poet affects the imaginative mind of the poet. 

There are certain significant literary movements that affected the modern writers.

One of these movements is the Aesthetic Movement. It is a movement that occurred in the last decade of the 19th century- 1880- it is a kind of a movement in which it has a shift in sensibility. It has roots earlier. The roots of the Aesthetic movement belongs to the German philosopher Emanuel Count (check the spelling).  It is influenced by the French bohemian artists , the French symbolists. The German symbolist plus the German philosopher helped in creating this movement. 

DR## a work of art  is the supreme value among human products because it is self-sufficient and has no use or moral aim outside its own being  . 
A work of art must be treated as a work of art. The motto- slogan- logo-  of this movement” Art for art’s sake” art must be self- sufficient. Should have its own entity. 

Another movement is the Symbolist Movement. The French symbolists were very influential on the English writers.

We have the Imagist Movement - who concentrate on the influence of images.

All of these movements paved the way for modern poetry. 

The one who founded that movement is Walter Patter a 19th century poet. He was one of the group of the Pre-Raphaelite .

All the changes towards the end of the Victorian period- there were movements. Towards the end of the Victorian period, there was a change, growth, change towards modernity. 

The aesthetic movement, the French Symbolist were very significant, the Imagists movement was very influential upon the modern writers. 

Not only movements, but there were great scientific inventions – Darwin’s theory- there were rapid quick changes that had created a disturbance. Because of all these movements and changes. These changes in the second half of the 19th century, helped into paving the way towards modernity. 

Another influence was the….. war- 1899-1902. This war did not occur on the English land. It occurred in South Africa.

The British Empire was the most significant empire all over the world. England has colonies in the far east and in America. Britain with this war in south Africa- during the middle of the 19th century turned into the world of commonwealth- the colonies that were in alliance with Britain.  
England started to lose its power all over the world because there were new nations. All the far eastern countries started to grow. There was a sense of change in the political powers all the world. 

In the period before World War I 1914- 1918.

Why did the world become crazy and the war started? 

Young countries were growing stronger, great countries like England declined in their power. Every country was trying to show its power. German was the greatest in technology, in creating weapons and killing machines. They were great in science and in technology. It was growing as a powerful economical.

During that period, King Edward VII was ruling England during the period before the war. Then came King George. This period is classified as the Georgian period. This period of time starting from 1900- until the period of the war, it was unstable period on the political level. The younger countries started to create a kind of alliances. Britain and France became friends. Earlier, France and Germany had a war 1870. It lasted for some years and then they became enemies. The United States joined Britain and France later on. Germany made an alliance with Austria and Hungarian. We have two alliances; Britain, France and Serbia; Germany, Austria and Hungarian.  A very silly incident happened in which a Serbian killed the heir of Austria. So, Germany attacked Serbia. Attacking Serbia offended Britain and France. So, they declared the war. The First World War started.  It did not occur on the English land. Most of the war was on Northern France or in Serbia, Austria, Hungarian. The British people did not feel the agony and pain  of the war. They did not experience the horrors of the war, of hearing the gun machines that destroyed thousands of lives at one time. . At the beginning, the British were enthusiastic about the war. The young joined the war. They wanted to defend their countries.  There was a kind of heroic enthusiastic zest, spirit from the people towards war. There was this sense of patriotism and nationalism. In this war, they saw horrors, agony, fear, death by thousands. They experienced the life of the trenches. They lived with the dead bodies, with rats, with dirt, mud, with all the diseases in the whole world. They saw something that was different of what they dreamt of. They had to tell the people. They started to write about these horrible scenes that they experienced. The poems that are describing the glory of war are described as pre-war poetry. It is poetry that glorifies the war. It talks about themes of self-sacrifice, honor, glory, nationalism, patriotism. It does not tell us about horrors of war. It is a kind of idealistic. The soldiers who were poets and went to the war saw bloodshed, thousands of life die in a minute. They experience the fear, the horror, the agony and pain of war. They started to write in a realistic way. They even condemned their superiors, the politicians, the officers for sending them to incompetent battle field. 

In World War 1 9,000,000 people were killed 

In the 2nd World War 2,000,000 died= 60% of the whole universe. Aeroplanes were used in dropping bombs.
Those poets like Sassoon and Owen are described as poets of trenches. They tell exactly horrible scenes. They describe to the reader how the bullets get into the lungs of the soldier, how the blood comes bumbling.  
The World War II ended with Treaty of Versailles

Germany, the young powerful country was trying to show its muscle.  We have Hitler with the Nazist theory. He wanted to burn all the Jews. 

The Nazist idea was an extremist idea with the fascist Movement in Italy with Mosolny. They joined Germany. There was a new alliance.

We have Britain- France- United State- Russia became one party.

Japan was another powerful country that was trying to show its muscle. They wanted the Hawaiian islands which were under the protection of the United States. They young countries had their greediness over other countries. There were different new alliances. They started to compete each other. Germany started World War II by invading Poland which was under the protection of Britain. Germany invaded many countries in Europe. Britain, France and the United States declared the war. The Second World War started. The reason for the Second World War was that Germany invaded Poland and some of the European countries. Germany was very powerful nation. It invaded France. They were gaining the war. They advanced into central Europe until they reached the Northern part of France. Germany made a deadly mistake. Hitler invaded Russia. He was fighting on the east and west. His troops faced a lot of difficulties. At the same time, Japan felt the power to invade the Hawaiian island. The United States were working on the atomic power. It took the chance to try the atomic power over the invading country Japan. So, they dropped two bombs- on Nagasaki and Hiroshima. After dropping the atomic bomb, the war ended. The bomb destroyed two cities.

Germany was disarmed. It was divided into two. It was not allowed to make any weapons. The united state grew in power and became more powerful than France and Britain.

All of these horrible historical data, it affected the minds of the people. The war had a great effect on the literary men of this period. We notice great change in technique, themes, in how the poets treat and discuss these themes.

The major characteristics of Modern poetry:  

1. We find new techniques that were developed. It was under the influence of the aesthetic movement, the symbolist movement, the imagist movement. These movement affected the modern literary technique by creating a new advanced technique- like images that must be precise= precision of images. Another technique is the freedom of rhythmic movement. This freedom makes a change in the rhythmical pattern. The poetic language turned into to be similar to conversation. The freedom in the rhythmical movement created freedom in the poetic language that it becomes similar to conversational style. But, another influence of the French symbolist is the use of images, irony and wit. they becomes very significant in modern poetry. It is very clear in Eliot’s poetry. He studied the metaphysical poetry with far- fetched imagery .the metaphysical school was very influential upon Eliot. The modern poetry a little bit left the poetic language to more colloquial style.  

The poets started to do certain kind of experimentation in language, rhythm and technique and even verse form. The sonnet which is known as 14 lines poem, with octave and sestet like the Petrarchan or three quatrains and a couplet like the Shakespeare sonnet. Modern poets tended to experiment. They might write the octave of 8 lines, but they might write the sestets in 4 lines. This is what is meant by experimentation= using something old with doing development on it. 
experimentation in modern poetry is a new technique. For example to write a four line stanza= a quatrain in iambic pentameter. The experimentation may add more lines. 

New technique in language and experimentation in technique are very significant features of modern poetry. 

2. The second characteristic is the revival of the metaphysical wit and irony. This revival created a sense of complexity. Even though the poems look simple, they are very complex. It created an intellectual complexity of modern poetry. 
3. The tendency to bring the poetic language into more conversation or colloquial utterances. 

4. Most of the modern poems are very rich in sentiments, in truthful expressions.

5. A very common theme in modern poetry is the theme of the loss of faith not only in religion but in every established value of life. After the war, all the traditional values were destroyed. It resulted in the loss of faith in every established value.  

These are the general characteristics of the modern poetry.
· Read the introduction in your book 
 Pre war poetry.

 It is poetry that is talking about the idealistic picture of the war. World War I was not on the English island, but it was in the Continent of Europe. There was concentration on what is called the western front. it was in Belgium, Northern part of France and central parts of Europe.  The British people did not experience the real war. They just received details in the newspapers. Still, the British public did not know how are these sufferings. Everybody was enthusiastic about the war. Every one was sending to fight in that war because they felt that it was their duty to defend their country.

Pre-war poetry flourished in that period, at the outbreak of the war until a very significant battle- the Battle  of Somme  1916 . it was a horrible battle between the British troops and the German troops. 87, 000 people died of both sides.  So, the sense of glory, of patriotism declined. They felt a sense of disillusionment-a sense of doubt. A sense of pity started to emerge. The earliest poets who started to write about this was SOrlie- he started to write about this sense of doubt, this sense of allusion. We have Sassoon and Owen who really thought that it was their duty to tell the people the truth about the war, to explain for the public the horrors of the war. They spoke in a realistic satirical tone. This tone is implemented in most of war poetry.    The prewar poets spoke about theme of patriotism, of self sacrifice, of survival. They used heroic diction, colloquial style, simple language and idealistic tone.  
The post war poets have changed their themes. They talked about the disappointment in war, death, disillusionment in all of the political system. Their style tended to be satirical. It is rich with pity, ironic undertone. It was emotional, full of outburst cries, full of anger. 
Rupert Brooke is a representation of the prewar poetry. In his poems, we do not feel that they are about the wars. His poems show that how man must sacrifice his life in war. We feel a lot of devotion, patriotism, nationalistic feeling towards the country. 

Brook was a young handsome man. He was a young brave officer who was well-educated. He traveled all Europe, America, and Canada. He is a man of the world. He experienced life in different places. He was enrolled as an officer when the war started. He wrote his great war sonnets in 1914. These sonnets were five sonnets- Peace- Safety- The Dead- the Soldier- 

He participated in the war. He became an officer. It is very ironic as he did not go to any battle field. He was sent to be part of the naval military army, but he was bit by a mosquito and he had blood poisoning and died. He did not have the experience of going and fighting the enemy. His poems are greatly celebrated in England. They were like icons of bravery.

· Read the introduction in your book    

He is celebrated as a symbolic heroic figure, a representation of all the English soldiers.    
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