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2 lecture                                                 Rupert Brooke
He is a representative of prewar poetry. We could see the characteristic of prewar poetry through the poetry of Brooke; themes of devotion, self sacrifice, patriotism, nationalism, heroism= all the idealism of the war.  We are not exposed to the horrors of war- the horrible scenes that we will see in other post war poetry.  In the post war poetry, we see the opposite.  We could see a realistic picture of war. We could experience the suffering of the soldiers, the suffering of the enemy, the horrible images of bloodshed; we could see the life of the trenches- how the soldiers lived for months in horrible trenches with rats, with diseases. They are entrapped- as if they are living in death- having deadly atmosphere.  Post war poetry exposed the ugly face of war. 
Tackling Brooke who is a representative of pre-war poetry, he was a kind of idealistic, devotionlist poet who wrote about self sacrifice and devotion to his country.   When we read his poems, we do not find anything relevant to poetry. He made no reference to war. He was talking about the peace and the beauty of his country, self sacrificing of the soldiers who sacrificed themselves for the sake of their country. 

The speaker here is rejoicing the war. The war is something attractive, something that is loved by the soldiers.

“Peace” is a kind of a group of sonnets that Brooke wrote in the outbreak of war. These five sonnets; the first one is Peace, the second one is Safety, the third and the forth are talking about the deal and celebrating the one who is killed in the war. The fifth sonnet is the Soldier. 
Every body was willing to take part in war. This poem was well received by the people. They really celebrate it at that period of time. 

There were many disagreement among the critics about this poem, but we should read it according to the time it was written.  

peace
Now, God be thanked Who has matched us with His hour,
   And caught our youth, and wakened us from sleeping,
With hand made sure, clear eye, and sharpened power,
   To turn, as swimmers into cleanness leaping,
Glad from a world grown old and cold and weary,
   Leave the sick hearts that honour could not move,
And half-men, and their dirty songs and dreary,
   And all the little emptiness of love!

The speaker here is rejoicing the feeling of the war. War here is welcomed. It is not something that he hates, but he welcomes the way because the war for them is a higher stage similar to the theme of spiritual cleansed. 
This is a sonnet that mixes between the Petrarchan and the Shakespearean technique. 

The speaker here is rejoicing the feeling of war. He is not afraid of the advent of war. He is celebrating it. The war for him is like a gate for absolution. He wants to purify his soul. The war is going to purify his soul. 

God be thanked= he is thanking God. 
As if the speaker was a sleeping- not physically- but he was caught in the pleasure of life. He was enjoying his life. He was not aware of what is going in the world. He was indulged in the pleasures of life. When the war came, it awakening  him INTO understanding , into a more perception of the war . 
Matched= the speaker with the war. 

   And caught our youth 
instead of being indulged in life, now they are caught.  Youth was entrapped by the pleasure and luxury of life, now it is awakened. There is a sense of awakening, a sensed of realization, a sense of understanding of life.  

and wakened us from sleeping

The speaker here is speaking a religious tone. There is a kind of religious understanding. The speaker here is like a Crusade. He is going to go and fight for a noble cause. He has left all of the earthly pleasure to do something spiritual- moving from the materialistic life into the spiteful life.  This is what we call the theme of spiritual cleansing= the purity of the soul. 

With hand made sure, clear eye, and sharpened power,
   To turn, as swimmers into cleanness leaping,
he is transformed, changed from a person who was indulged in the pleasure of life into a person who is like a swimmer- who swims in the water= there is physical energy- he has to move his body , so he can swim. This exhaustion is the sense of purity that he is leaving all the worldly pleasure searching for the pure soul. 
Now, he had become aware of the significance of war. War has awakened him. Now, there is a meaning in his life. 

Leaping= jumping

Here we have energy.  It is The change and the transformation of the wasted energy into a pure energy. 

Glad from a world grown old and cold and weary,
   Leave the sick hearts that honour could not move,


  When the speaker was living the materialistic life, he has grown old       and weary. The life of pleasure exhausted his feelings. 

There is a kind of new beginning, similar to rebirth. War has given man a new way, a new moral purpose to live and survive.  It cleansed all the physical pleasure into something spiritual. It has liberated him from the modern life into the eternal world of self-sacrifice and heroism.  People who could not be soldiers, who could sacrifice themselves for the sake of their country, lost this transformation, this honor, this change, this spiritual cleanness. They are described as half men. They are missing this. 
And half-men, and their dirty songs and dreary,
   And all the little emptiness of love!

The speaker here is feeling the transformation, the change, the growth of his spirit. His spirit has become pure because war has awakened him, shaken him. He experienced the spiritual cleanses. 
Oh! we, who have known shame, we have found release there,
   Where there's no ill, no grief, but sleep has mending,
      Naught broken save this body, lost but breath;


there,= in the war . It refers to the change in his life, to become part of the war. 

Historically, Brooke did not participate in the war. He was pointed as an officer. He directed the soldiers in their destination but he did not participate in the battle field, he did not experience the actual battle field. . 

He says that their previous life as if full of shame. Now, they found release= self realization. There is a sense of freedom, a sense of relieve out of pain.  
we,= refers to the speaker and all the other soldiers. 

   Where there's no ill, no grief, but sleep has mending,
he is idealistically describing war as being with no suffering no illness. He is thinking of the pure thing of war. 

Here, he is not experiencing the physical pain, because the spiritual pain is more agonized. 

As a soldier, he is going to fight the enemy. The aim of fighting the enemy is to gain freedom- similar to the crusades. This war was to free other countries not to demon ate. So, it is like a religious kind of war.

Nothing to shake the laughing heart's long peace there
   But only agony, and that has ending;
      And the worst friend and enemy is but Death.


As soldiers, they are going to prevail peace. They are like saviors. 
There is a sense of theological idea- similar to Christ- who sacrificed himself for the sake of humanity. 
There is a contrast here; friend and enemy

It is a kind of image using words in the same line to enhance a sense of contrast. The worst friend and enemy is but death. Death is a friend and an enemy at the same time. It is an enemy as it ends life, but at the same time it brings glory and peace. 

As a soldier, he is going to fight other soldiers. There will be death, pain and bloodshed, but after this, peace is going to prevail. 

In the sestet, we feel the theme of self-realization. War for the speaker is like an adventure, a kind of exploration of the self. He is going to suffer, to face difficulty, but it is a kind of self-testing. 

War is going to purify the soul.

The speaker is happy, rejoicing the feeling that war is welcomed not only by him but by all the younger generation. 
War here is providing them with meaning for life. 

Brooke here has used the Italian sonnet= octave and a sestet – consists of 14 lines- in the octave we have the question, in the sestet, we have the answer, or in the octave we have the issue and the sestet, we have the resolution. 

What did Brooke do as a modern poet?

He tried to innovate, change certain technique. He used the Italian division of a sonnet, but he used the Shakespearian rhyme scheme. He deviated from = changed the tradition and the thematic division of the Italian sonnet. 

He is using a kind of symbolic language particularly relating to religion   cleanness -  release – caught
The images are religious ones= swimmers.  It is a reference to Christianity- baptism-   related to Christ who washed himself in the River of Jordan. It is a kind of traditional performance. 

These religious images used by a young man who was awakened, restored to his youth.  It is the image of a swimmer .  swimming into the clean water rather than the dirty water- escaping from the previous life into a new kind of life.
The images are religious and spiritual. 

The Soldier 
It is one of the most anthologized poems. If you check any anthology about war poetry, we will find this poem. 

Most of the poets wrote war poetry at the beginning. 

Brooke was celebrated by the British politician because he helped in encouraging all the young men to participate in the war. 

He is an incomparable war poetry. 

From the title we feel that the poem is going to speak about the life of the soldier, the suffering of the soldier, but none is mentioned 

The octave: 

If I should die, think only this of me:
That there's some corner of a foreign field
That is for ever England. There shall be
In that rich earth a richer dust concealed;
A dust whom England bore, shaped, made aware,
Gave once her flowers to love, her ways to roam;
A body of England's, breathing English air,
Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of home.

It is a sonnet about the soldier. The speaker is a soldier.

If= the soldier expects death anytime, death is inevitable.  

“If I die, I want you to think of me in such a way “he is addressing, directing the reader to think of him in such a way. 

The battles did not occur in England. The British soldiers did not experience war and death on their land.  
Foreign field= the body of an English soldier in a foreign country.

An English soldier buried in a foreign land. This land should be part of England because it contains an English body. It should belong to England. That is for ever England. Here we have the sense of colonization.  
The speaker is very proud of his nation.

He does not want any other way of thinking. He wants his grave to be part of England.

foreign field= the battle field

There shall be
In that rich earth a richer dust concealed;
richer dust= the body of the soldier

He is directing the reader to think of him as a symbolic figure, speak of him as a symbol of England.  

He did not look down upon the foreign land. It is described as rich land. 

This is to show how significant his body is. This indicates his sense of pride. He died to defend his country, his nation.

There is a sense of pride. He feels the sense of pride for being an English man. 

dust concealed;= his body has changed into ashes. The ashes become part of the soil. 
A dust whom England bore= the original of this dust is English. 
Here we have the metaphor of motherhood, England as motherhood. He was born in England by an English mother. 

shaped made aware,
= awakened, education, knowledge. All his education he gained from England. 

He was born, brought up and educated in England. England gave love to him. He sacrificed himself for the sake of humanity.

Gave once her flowers to love

England has given him flower to love. All kinds of love was given to him. 

her ways to roam 

roam;= go around

This young man breathed English air, washed by the rivers= a religious connotation, reference to baptism, there is a great faith in him, he is a religious man.

He represents all of the English idealists. He is the idealistic representation of England. He is a representation of the English youth . 
A body of England's, breathing English air,
Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of home.

There is a sense of pride, nationalism, devotion to country, a great sense of pride for being English.  

Washed by the rivers= a religious imagery of baptism- washing 

blest by suns of home= 
suns= knowledge, energy, inner light, suns indicate the great people of England, great history of England. 

It indicates that this young man has received all of the best that a country can offer to her sons. He was blessed by the suns of England.

This young man who went and fought in the battle field and died, he died to save others. He has a sense of self-sacrifice.

This young English soldier sacrificed his life for the sake of others.

He has all the idealistic morals of a young man, honest, brave, religious, sacrificial, and patriotic= has a great sense of nationalism towards his country. He has a great sense of heroism, courage.

The speaker asks the reader:" if I die, I want you to think of me something symbolic, who scarf iced himself because his country wanted that". He is a very patriotic person.

He is an obedient person. He obeyed the call of his country. He is a courageous young man. He loves his country. He is an idealistic symbolic figure who represents an English man, so, if he dies, his grave will be part of England. 

The octave talks about the body. Now, he moves to talk about the soul, the heart. 

The sestet:
And think, this heart, all evil shed away,
A pulse in the eternal mind, no less
Gives somewhere back the thoughts by England given;
Her sights and sounds; dreams happy as her day;
And laughter, learnt of friends; and gentleness,
In hearts at peace, under an English heaven. 


He is addressing the readers asking them to think of his pure innocent pure heart. It does not have any evil feelings towards the enemy, no scorn, no contempt, and no envy.

His heart is  a pulse= the pulse of his heart 
Eternal mind= heaven= universal eternal mind .
He is sacrificing his soul for the sake of others for a noble cause 

England raised soldiers to be a patriotic, self sacrificial and at the same time, it raised faith in his heart to help others. He is not only fighting for the sake of England but also to save other human being. He is not fighting to conquer, to take other riches. He is fighting to liberate others, to help liberating other nations. He is fighting to save other men. 

He has no prejudice against the others.  

He was raised in England by English ideals, morals and faith. He is given back what he was given. He is sacrificing his soul and his body for the sake of England.

Her sights= landscapes

Sounds of people, rivers

England gave him her beautiful scenery, beautiful sounds of the running water, of birds. England was generous to her children, so, he has to be generous to her. 
He was a young English happy man. He has happy dreams. Because, he lived in a happy atmosphere, he had bad dreams about his future and his country.

He enjoyed all the loveable things in his country. He is giving us a kind of idealistic point of view about his country.

He describes England as heaven, of purity, innocence, idealistic morals. He represents this country, there is no exaggeration given.

The speaker= the soldier tells us a very symbolic, heroic, idealistic way, how he is scarf icing his soul and his body for the sake of his country.

This is a patriotic sonnet, rich sentiments. He represents himself as a heroic figure that represents himself as a sacrificial person.

The poet did not record anything about war. It is a representation of the simple joys of peace.

It is a typical pre-war poetry. It is about war, but there is representation of the horrors of war.

He is speaking heroically, with a great sense of pride.

The poem is symbolic. The soldier is a symbol of all he young people who sacrificed themselves for the sake of their country. 

Brooke succeeded in creating another magnificent sonnet about the soldier 

Read the book page 2050
Brooke is described as a joyous, fearless, versatile deeply instructed, with classic symmetry of mind and body.  

The Technique:

The poet managed to blend the Petrarchan and Shakespearean sonnet techniques together. The division is Italian but the rhyme scheme is Elizabethan. 

It is a sonnet= 14 lines poem, Italian, a Petrarchan sonnet. It is divided into octave= 8 lines, sestet 6lines

The problem is presented in the octave

The solution is presented in the sestet.

Here we can not have a problem and a solution.

In the octave, he first talked about the body, in the sestet, he talked about the heart.

It is a patriotic sonnet, an expression of sentiment, pure feelings of one's sentiments towards his country and how he is bale to scarf ice himself to her.

The whole sonnet is a symbol of a youth, the soldier- who scarf ices himself heroically for the call of his country.

The poet uses simple, eloquent language, smooth, not decorative, no figurative language, no figures of speech.

There are no records about war, but the joys of peace, the beauty of his country and himself.

We have fixed rhyme= abab  cdcd  abc  abc
We have simple words that reach the heart.

In the sestet we have one sentence.

In the octave, we have two long sentences, but still the style is simple and clear

The style is not complex. It is direct to the poem. 

Finished 
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