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Lecture 6
William Butler Yeats
He was an Irish man. He was a playwright, a poet and a critic.

He is one of the major poets. He was educated in Dublin. He stayed most of his life in London.

He passes through different three stages; in the early period he was influenced by the Pre-Raphaelite- they were interested in elevating art. They were influenced by the Aesthetic Movement= art for art's sake. Their interest was in writing poetry to be seen as it is to be read. The influence of the pre-Raphaelite was dominant upon Yeats. His early poetry was influenced by Keats- Shelly and the Pre-Raphaelite. This period can be described as the early romantic period of his writing.

The second stage of Yeats is his interest in the Irish heritage.  First of all, He was not acquainted with the Irish heritage but one of his friends encouraged him into being concerned with the Nationalistic causes of Ireland- the folklore- history and mythology of Ireland. He started to read and absorb the rich  hidden heritage of Ireland. This presented a period of his production which criticized by the critic is a kind of obscure poetry= mysterious- not clear. The obscurity of his poetry not because the way he writes but because he dealt with Irish mythology that was not known for many readers. In this period he was deeply immersed in the Irish folklore. It is clear in the title of his poems using Irish names, references, symbolism- data that relate to the mythology and folklore and to the Irish tradition. 

Yeats was involved in the dramatic movement of that time. He initiated what is known to be the Abbey Theatre = the Irish dramatic movement. He helped in establishing the theatre with the help of great dramatic figures in England. 

 ***He met a very significant figure in his life Constance Gore-Booth, a woman who was a nationalist revolutionist. She wanted to liberate the Irish cause. He fell in love with her, he wrote many poems about her, but she rejected him three times. She was a nationalist- a woman who worked hard to liberate her country. Yeats was a man of peace. He was not indulged in violence. He was a member of the National Group who worked for the independence but he was demanding it in a peaceful way. she was  a highly spirited woman. 
In The last stage of Yeats literary production, He was a highly educated man. He had a philosophy of the world. He studied and was influenced by the Japanese's Theatre. He also studied Hindu's philosophy. He read a lot of the Eastern philosophy and literature as well as all the western mythology that provided him with great background.  They influenced him a lot.  

He is a playwright. He wrote many plays that were performed on the stage. 
Reading Japanese literature was influential on his plays.   

He was interested in magic – dealing with the spirits- souls. His wife helped him to write his book that is called *A Vision*. It is a very rich difficult book. It represents all of his philosophy and visions about the world, literature, man, spirituality. It indicates all his ideas about history- human personality- theories- faces of the moon. 

He believed that the world is created in order that a civilization develops until it falls. He called it the gyre= the development of a civilization until it falls. It is like a cone, a triangle, it goes downwards. He believed that every civilization starts, grows until it reaches its peak and then it falls and collapse.

He believed that there is a state in civilization that is objective and another one that is subjective. He created that symbol of gyre.    

In his book*Vision* he created another philosophy. We can see that life was developing like phases of the moon. He compared the phases of history to the phases of the moon. It becomes a crescent, it develops until it becomes a full moon, then it decreases. This cycle of the moon is related to the cycle of history. 

A full developed moon= a full developed civilization. It is a very complicated theory. He believed that every 2000 years is a phase of civilization. It starts with a phase of subjectivity. It develops then it collapse. After every subjective era, there occurs an objective one. A subjective era is an era that is related to a well based religion, after a subjective period, there is an objective one.

The subjective period is that related to paganism, there is no faith. He believed that in the 20th century, Christianity, was losing its power, it was going to collapse as they lost faith. So it would be followed by a subjective era. 

 He wrote many plays performed on the Abbey Theatre. He also wrote many essays 

He is the master of the 20th century poets because he was very influential. He won Nobel Prize for his achievements. 
He left great collection of poems, many plays. He received great praise as well as criticism. 

Easter 1916
This poem is written about- after an uprising that occurred in Ireland. It was known as the Easter Rebellion. Some of the Irish nationalist started an attempt for revolution. They went to Dublin and ceased some of the public buildings. During that time, Britain was busy in world war I. they took the chance to start their movement. Unfortunately, the British ceased those rebels. Most of them were killed. This incident has a very symbolic value for the Irish people. It evoked Irish rebellious. It uplifted the spirit of the Irish people as well as their determination towards liberation. It encouraged them to seek their liberty, their freedom.

Read the footnote. The poem is written about these rebels. Although Yeats was against violence- he doesn’t appreciate violence- but he celebrates those rebels as heroes of Ireland, as legendary figures.

The Easter rebellion was a kind of attempt by the Irish Rebellion to gain liberty. It was done by 16 leaders to gain independence for Ireland. Two of them were executed. Yeats was fascinated by the rebellion and he wrote this poem. The rebellion was symbolic. It turned to be a legend. 
The rebels were from different classes. They represented all the people of Ireland. They turned into icons= symbolic legendry figures who present the spirit of the Irish men. 

Yeats is a man of peace. He is against violence, but he felt that it was his duty to memorize- immortalize those rebels by writing a poem about them. 
1st stanza:

I have met them at close of day

Coming with vivid faces

From counter or desk among grey

Eighteenth-century houses.

I have passed with a nod of the head

Or polite meaningless words,

Or have lingered awhile and said

Polite meaningless words,

And thought before I had done

Of a mocking tale or a gibe

To please a companion

Around the fire at the club,

Being certain that they and I

But lived where motley is worn:

All changed, changed utterly:

A terrible beauty is born.

The speaker – who is Yeats himself- is speaking about one of the leaders. He is speaking about his characteristics, what he actually represents. There is a meeting. 
The speaker was happy to meet these people. He was not involved with them. He met them in the past, at the end of the day.

close of day= foreshadowing- indication of the end = death of those rebels
Vivid faces= active, full of life, full of energy, fertility living spirt of those rebels.
 Eighteen century houses = refer to the architect of Dublin- a country that is rich in heritage. He alludes to the Irish riches. He is alluding , referring to the history of Ireland.     

  Grey= is related to death= indication of melancholy- gloomy 
We have a kind of mist atmosphere- not clear. 

Nod= gesture- greeting

He met them in the town. They were happy with their death because it was a victorious one. They died for a cause.

It was a general meeting. They were not friends. He knew those figures.  One of them nods his head to the other. It indicates that there was no intimate relationship between him and this rebel.  The speaker stopped and talked with these people. They greeted each other with some polite words or chatted with meaningless words.

 The relation between the speaker and those people was an official one. Sometimes, he stopped and said mocking sayings, a cynical comment, a story to go into normal conversation with these people to please them.
He knew them but they were insignificant to him. Even though, he is writing about those rebels because what they have done is worth to write about- sacrificing their life for a noble cause.  

They have changed their position. They were not intimate to the speaker. Before, they meant nothing to Yeats. Yet every thing has changed. They become intimate to him. We have the theme of transformation= change . before they were significant but now they have changed their position in his heart.     

Motley= colored traditional dress for the fool – there is a mock- cynical comment on the kind of life.  
He refers to the state of life at that period of time. They were fond of making tales and fun.

All changed utterly. They begin alive and ended dead. They sacrificed their lives for the sake of Irish independence. Out of this rebellion, out of this unfortunate end of those people, there is a terrible beauty born= liberty. Out of this ugly bloodshed, beauty is born . 
 This disastrous situation, the rebellious action created a heroic legendary figures. Out of this horrible action, something beautiful was born= the solidarity of the Irish people.  

 In the first stanza, He celebrates those rebels.  The speaker describes the mode of worries. It is a mocking tone. 

 Now his attitude changed completely. They were not significant to him, but he changed.  He began to appreciate those men for their courage. They sacrificed their lives for a noble cause.

The speaker is trying to celebrate those rebels who are ordinary people but transformed to be legendry figures representing Ireland. 

2nd stanza

That woman's days were spent

In ignorant good will,

Her nights in argument

Until her voice grew shrill.

What voice more sweet than hers

When young and beautiful,

She rode to harriers?

One of these rebels was a woman= Constance Gore-Booth. (afterward Countess Markiewicz, a member of the Sligo County Aristocracy. She was a volunteer officer in the Irish Brotherhood. She was a beautiful woman. She was from a higher class. She joined the rebellion as a solider. 
He tries to list those rebels who created this transformation. 

 He starts by referring to that woman's days. Her days were spent in ignorant good-will.  She spent her days doing good deeds like helping the weeks. She spent her nights in argument. She was arguing the rights of the Irish people. She had a dream that was to achieve freedom and liberty for the Irish people. She didn’t spend her nights in parties, but in argument. Metaphorically, she is like a singing bird who sings for liberty. During the day, she offers good deeds to the people, but at night she arguing into calling the independence of the Irish people. 
Yeats is celebrating this lady. She doesn’t spend her nights in parties, dancing, but in an argument. She was a hard working woman. Her voice became very sharp from demanding the rights. 

Until her voice grew shrill= her voice became very sharp from demanding the rights. This lady was a hunter. She liked to practice hunting.

Shrill= of a singing bird

We have the image of a singing bird that sings for liberty. 

She rode to harriers? = hunters with dogs

She was chasing her dream of having Ireland a free country.

She is like a warrior. She is like a person who motivates other. She has great inspiration to others. This is her role, a person who encourages other people.  

He is talking about those leaders, their participant in the rebellion.

This lady was a hunter. She liked to practice hunting. She was chasing her dream of having Ireland a free country. 

This man had kept a school

And rode our winged horse.

Then he moves to a man- a second rebel-, Patrick Pearse, a school master; a well educated person, but at the same time, he was a revolutionary figure;   A leader in the movement to restore the Gaelic language in Ireland and a poet. He was a poet, as if riding a horse with wings.

winged horse.= imagination = poetry as inspiration 

it is a name given to a horse in Greek mythology. 

This other his helper and friend

Was coming into his force;

He might have won fame in the end,

So sensitive his nature seemed,

So daring and sweet his thought.

He is speaking a bout a third character= this other- Thomas MacDonald , a poet, a dramatist, a critic, an  English professor at university , the assistance of Patrick Pearse, and his close friend.  He was famous, now he is more famous because he is a legendary hero. He was an artist, a gentleman. 
Yeats is mentioning all of the characteristics of those people. 

He is alluding to the works of MacDonald, alluding to his skills as a writer. 

Both Pearse and MacDonald were members of the Gaelic league , they were actively involved in the Irish rising. They called for independence and they were both executed by the British government. 

This other man I had dreamed

A drunken, vain-glorious lout.

He had done most bitter wrong

To some who are near my heart,

Yet I number him in the song;

He, too, has resigned his part

In the casual comedy;

He, too, has been changed in his turn,

Transformed utterly:

A terrible beauty is born.

The fourth figure in the rebellion was John McBride. = a drunken vainglorious lout. He was the husband of Maud Gonne, the great unrequited love of Yeats’ life. She favored him over Yeats. Yeats did not like him. He was not only jealous of him but he did not like his behavior.  He was very harsh in treating Maud Gonne.   He was a solider by fortune. He was a drunken and a violent character. He used to abuse his wife. Yeats doesn’t like him; he was not in good terms with him. Yet I number him in the song; He mentions him because he was one of the leaders. He was a mercenary. He changed from being a vulgar drunken man into being a hero. He sacrificed himself for the sake of his country. It is the theme of transformation and change. The rebels overcome their weaknesses, their human abilities. They transformed into legendary heroes. 
Here the speaker is very objective. He is not biased against this man. He recognizes him as a hero.   

 The relationship between Yeats and those people was a normal relationship. They were heroic figures. They fought for a noble cause, for liberty. They sacrificed their lives for a noble cause, for freedom. 

Yet I number him in the song;

He, too, has resigned his part

In the casual comedy;

Yeats recognizes him as a hero. He immortalizes him in his poetry, as a hero. 

In the casual comedy;

There is irony, because those rebellious dreamt of something prosperous. They dreamt that when they start their rebellion, people will enjoy them, but they didn’t. They died, but they didn’t wastes their lives as they were added to the heroes of Ireland= as if they were presenting a theatrical performance of life. Even the man who was drunk changed.

The comedy here is that out of this horrible thing, something good was born, that is the unity of people. The rebels had transformed- the woman- the teacher- the poet, they sacrificed their lives and their interests in order to join the up rising ad make something. MacBride who was a harsh drunken person with no aim in his life, transformed into a hero. He sacrificed himself for a good cause. 

We have great transformation not only in the rebels themselves but in the whole transformation in the all Irish people.  
In the second stanza Yeats celebrates those leaders. He mentions some, not all of them.  He acknowledged them to be leaders. They have transformed from ordinary people to be heroes, legendary, heroic figures.

We have the transformation theme- theme of nobility

A terrible beauty is born.

It is used as a refrain.  

3rd  stanza:

Hearts with one purpose alone

Through summer and winter seem

Enchanted to a stone

To trouble the living stream.

The horse that comes from the road.

The rider, the birds that range

From cloud to tumbling cloud,

Minute by minute change;

A shadow of cloud on the stream

Changes minute by minute;

A horse-hoof slides on the brim,

And a horse plashes within it

Where long-legged moor-hens dive,

And hens to moor-cocks call.

Minute by minute they live:

The stone's in the midst of all.

In this stanza he is not discussing the rebels but he is describing nature. This is the climax of the poem. 
Hearts with one purpose alone they were hearts of many people- hearts from different places, different classes, yet they have one goal, one aim. All these hearts were tied together with one aim , united together as if they are tightened to a stone. The stone is like a centre to their different hearts= lady from the upper class, a teacher, a drunk man, all these people had one aim= to get their country’s freedom. With all of the changes, with all the pass of the time, the hearts of these people became stable.

Through summer and winter seem

This is the cycle of nature- winter- spring- summer- autumn-in Yeats we have all the cycles of birth- of nature….. 

Their hearts are united in summer and in winter.  

Enchanted to a stone= an extended metaphor. It occurs in several lines. A heart is compared to a stone. This stone symbolizes the hearts of these people.

We have the image of a stone in a middle of a stream= flowing water- It is permanent facing the stream.

It is in the middle of the stream- the water is running- the water can not move the stone- when the water hits the stone, it splits and changes its direction. 

The stone is like the Irish people when they are united after the uprising. They are united like the stone. They are there in the middle to trouble- bother the British. The Irish are determent to have heir independence. They have one aim that is to liberate Ireland.  

The stone is a symbol of permanent, immobility, stability, resistance.  It represents the rebels and all the Irish people who want independence.    

To trouble the living stream. It doesn’t change the stream, it is running, continuous. The stone is in the middle of the stream. It is very stable. It can’t be moved or pushed. The current, the movement of water can’t move the stone. It sounds still. The stone is the hearts of these people. Even if they are different, varied statues, their hearts are tightened. They all fought against the British.

This action, this rebellion moved the other people and they started to demand for their liberty. 

We have reference to all elements of nature that change, the clouds. They move minute by minute. There is a continuous change. Every thing is changing  and moving except those hearts. The hearts of the Irish people are like the stone in the midst of the stream. They are detriment in librating an freeing their country. The stone  is contrasting all the other images that are changing. We could feel the heroism of the stone, the power of the stone.     

The metaphor of the heart is along sustained metaphor. Hearts are like a stone in the midst of a stream, clouds are moving, horses are passing, clouds are reflecting their shadows, and every thing is changing minute by minute. Time passes, yet those people are surviving for ever. They are immortal. Poetry immortalized those heroes.

The reference to stream, clouds, and horses is an indication of change.

The heroism of the stone is the same of those people. The stone is heroic. It is fighting against animals, birds, men, so do the legendry figures. 

The stone is a symbol of Ireland. Their hearts are tightened to their lands. 

The stone is permanent. The Irish are going to continue their fight to gain freedom.

The stone's in the midst of all. It represents the state of permanent, constancy of Ireland. 

The stone is eternal. It is a symbol of Ireland. It will stay for ever.

4th stanza:

Too long a sacrifice

Can make a stone of the heart.

O when may it suffice?

That is heaven's part, our part

To murmur name upon name,

As a mother names her child

When sleep at last has come

On limbs that had run wild.

What is it but nightfall?

No, no, not night but death;

Was it needless death after all?

For England may keep faith

For all that is done and said.

We know their dream; enough

To know they dreamed and are dead.

And what if excess of love

Bewildered them till they died?

I write it out in a verse --

MacDonagh and MacBride

And Connolly and Pearse

Now and in time to be,

Wherever green is worn,

Are changed, changed utterly:

A terrible beauty is born.

There is a kind of debate in the poet’s mind.

 Sacrifice is a key word in the poem. They sacrifice their life for an important noble cause. It is used in Irish ballads and folktales. 
Too long a sacrifice

Can make a stone of the heart.
The stone is a symbolic of the Irish people. There is a complete, a great and deep believe in the Irish cause. They can sacrifice themselves for that cause.

The word sacrifice is a common word used in the Irish Ballads. 

They sacrifice for a long time, up till now, they sacrifice their life. It is continued.
The speaker is questioning- when this will end. They suffered a lot. Their suffering should have an end.   

O when may it suffice?

That is heaven's part, our part
When this sacrifice is enough, the men had done their role. 

To murmur name upon name,

Murmur= whisper silently and beautifully . 

As a poet, his duty is to murmur name by name. He is going to sing the great deeds of those men. It is a kind of a duty upon him and all the literary men of Ireland, to write about such sacrifices.

As a mother names her child
He compares his duty towards those people, like a role of a mother towards her child. It is a simile.  It is an indication of sympathy. He has to recall the deeds of those rebels.

When sleep at last has come

On limbs that had run wild.
He should offer a never ending love and compassion to those men- like a mother to her child. He compares between his sympathy to those leaders and the mother sympathy towards her child. 

His duty as a poet is to make their deeds run wild.

What is it but nightfall?

No, no, not night but death;
The speaker is under a conflict, a debate. Those men had something a terrible mistake, against the government, yet it had a value. It was an urgent need to liberate the country. 

Here the poet as if is listing the rights and the wrongs of the human beings.

Yeats was against violent, yet at the same time he felt obliged to celebrate those rebels.

For England may keep faith

For all that is done and said.
Many Irish people thought that the rebels had done a terrible mistake. The English Parliament had passed an act of home rule to give the Irish freedom to rule their country. This act was postponed until they started the uprising. England has to fulfill what she had said to be done.

We know their dream; enough

To know they dreamed and are dead.

And what if excess of love

Bewildered them till they died?
It was their dream to see Ireland a free country. They paid their lives to fulfill this dream. Their excessive love for Ireland ended their lives. They become part of the Irish legends, the Irish history.

I write it out in a verse --
He repeats that he is going to write about them. 

Wherever green is worn,
Green color stand for change. It is not a permanent color.

The Irish people will not stop asking for their rights, their liberty. They will fight again and again until they gain their freedom.

The debate is in the mind of the poet between the right and the wrong. He is celebrating the rebels but at the same time, he feels a sense of sadness and pain. He is regretting the loss of those people as he is against violence.

Technicality:

The poem is written in 4 stanzas. The first stanza is written in 16 lines. The second stanza is written in 24 lines. The third is in 16 lines, the forth is I 24 lines. It creates a kind of balance in the poem. The first, the second and the forth end with the same line= a refrain- in the third stanza, there is no refrain. 

A terrible beauty is born.
The language is a colloquial language and elevated at the same time. In this way, it fixes the idealism involved in the poem

We have a varied rhyme. It goes in successive quatrain

abab- cdcd- efef  in each stanza. It is off rhyme, tough rhyme, no rhyme.

He uses a kind of conversational tone in some parts.

He used a lot of assonance and consonance

The style is easy, direct, clear, and fluent. He is following a rhythmical tone.

The rhyme is varied. 
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