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lecture 8
the Second Coming
William butler Yeats
It is a rich, condensed philosophical poem. 

What is the poet trying to say?

He is stirring the readers to speculate. The poem is like a puzzle, riddle that we try to solve. It has many interpretations.  
1st stanza:

TURNING and turning in the widening gyre
The falcon cannot hear the falconer;
Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold;

TURNING = turning into circle, or from the beginning to the end. It is endless.
We have the theory of history- each gyre represents a cycle of history. They are endless cycles of history- what happened will happen again. Any period starts and ends. When it ends, there is a new beginning of a new phase of history. We have a sense of a circular movement. History repeats itself. We could feel that there is history going around. We feel that destiny is hiding things that we are not aware of- there is a hidden future- unknown- that no body knows about it.  

widening gyre= a continuous  circular movement. 

Widen= expand, become bigger. 

There is a repetition of TURNING and turning.

It is like destiny. It will happen again. Here we have succession of consequences, things that will happen and happen again- similar to civilization- civilization starts, grow, and then declines. The same thing is with nature, we have birth, growth, maturity, decay, decline and death. Then we have rebirth.  
The falcon= a bird of prey. It is trained to catch its prey by the falconer= its trainer. It is trained to go and catch and then come back.  

When the bird flies away from its trainer, there is no communication. In a process of hunting, the falconer; is in control of the falcon. Here the falcon cannot hear the falconer; when the falcon is released, the falconer has no control over the falcon. It flies higher and higher. It can not hear the whistle. There is a disconnection between the falcon and the falconer. There is a separation- great distance between the falcon and the falconer. The falcon and the falconer are symbolic. The falcon represents man and the falconer is faith. If man is separated from his faith, he is lost. If man is without solid basic faith, his life will be lost. He is disconnected. There will be chaos in his life. Faith is the centre of man. Man is with no faith, empty. Faith holds man together so that his parts will not fall. When man is separated from faith, he is going to fall down. 

It also refer to the idea of the wheel- there must by a centre-if there is no centre, the wheel will collapse.

Falcon and falconers can also stand for order, stability, and society. If the society is not following certain order and certain rules, the society will collapse. If the society does not have order and stability, system to control it, it will be chaotic.

The poem was written after World War I. Every thing had completely changed. With the war, everything became chaotic. 
Things fall apart= there is no order. Chaos prevails= lost cities- lost lives- all the established traditional order fall apart. 
the centre cannot hold; if the centre is not there- the centre of man is faith  . If faith is not found in man's life, he will be lost. The centre represents Christianity and faith. It has lost its power. It can no longer hold man; connect man to his brother man because of this loss. It can no longer hold the society. If there is no order in the society, the society will be chaotic, in complete miss. 

When Christianity lost its power, it can no longer hold man, can no longer hold society. 
If things fall apart, the centre can not hold.      

Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world,
The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere
The ceremony of innocence is drowned;
Mere anarchy= chaos

Chaos will prevail. Instead of stability, every thing will be loose. 

If there is no connection, things will fall apart, the centre can not hold what is fallen. 

The anarchy refers to wars. it also refers to biblical allusions- about bloody scenes

When Yeats wrote this poem critics said that it was prophetic because after tat World War II broke out. It is as if he is giving prophecy. Mere anarchy prevail the world. 

We have many references to World War I. there are also many Biblical references. 

The blood-dimmed tide is loosed

It is a horrible image. It is as if the blood had covered the world. This is what happened in World War I and II. 

Loose= the loss of every orderly thing in life. Life will be not as it should be. Everything is going to be loose. Everything is going to drown in this bloody atmosphere. 

 There was anarchy, blood shedding. 

The blood could connote to the Christ. 

Dim= not clear
is loosed= it is used twice. There is no order, no stability, chaos and disorder prevail the world.  

The ceremony of innocence =  celebration - it could embody  beauty- honesty, charity- purity= all virtuous values- 
Ceremony= celebration

All of these are drowned by blood shedding. War had destroyed every meaningful thing in life. People became frustrated. They lost everything.

Faith is very significant. It holds man's life , it holds the society together. 

The best lack all conviction, while the worst
Are full of passionate intensity.
Civilization has lost its inner coherence, its centre, its sense of direction. There is no connection.

All people suffered from war, the victorious and the losers. The society lost its sense of direction. The convention is related to the society. The society is not as one unit as before. People became distrustful of their government. They lost their identity.

Passionate= powerful emotions= Excessive emotions . The victorious are full of excessive emotions. 

The reader is encouraged for anticipation what is going to happen after the prevailing of the chaos and disorder.

The first stanza is like a vision. It gives us some anticipation of certain revelation that we may learn in the second stanza. We have so many references to things that are falling apart. 
It is like a failure. There is no specific context in the first section. 

It is related to Yeats' theory of history- that each period of history ends with anarchy and another period starts. After each objective period, there is a subjective period- his period was the end of an objective period. He anticipates another subjective period. There will be a second coming. He is confused if this is the end of an objective period where all things are falling apart. This what surrounded him at that period of time- after World War I= the collapse of civilization- the loss of faith- he could feel the end of the objective period.  

2nd stanza:

Surely some revelation is at hand;
Surely the Second Coming is at hand.
In the second stanza we have affirmation. We have dark imagery. The future is not welcomed. We have a blare vision of the future.   

At hand=  very close
We have repetition of the word Surely. It is a kind of ironic repetition. He is sure that there is a revelation, anticipation, expectation. 
Second Coming= it is the Christian's belief to be saved. It is at hand. It is a biblical allusion that the Christ will come and save humanity.

We have the preaching for the coming of the Christ to save the world. 

He is sure that there is going to be a second coming.

He starts with anticipation- great expectations . 

The Second Coming! Hardly are those words out
When a vast image out of i{Spiritus Mundi}
Troubles my sight: somewhere in sands of the desert
the exclamation mark shows that he is ironic. As a Christian, he believes in the second coming. According to his theory, after a subjective period, there is going to be an objective period and then a subjective one. 

The repetition is to confirm what has The Book of Revelation- that Christ is going to come to save humanity.   

The speaker has an image of the {Spiritus Mundi. 

This is the theory of reincarnation- when man dies, his spirit comes to be reincarnated in another body. Yeats believes in this idea. He believes that the spirit of Blake is reincarnated in him.

A shape with lion body and the head of a man,
A gaze blank and pitiless as the sun,
Is moving its slow thighs, while all about it


A shape with lion body and the head of a man= it I like Sphinx.

Lion body= power, strength.

Man's head= mind, wisdom

It shows power, greatness, reason, and thinking. It is man's power- the mind-and beast's power- the body. It is in one shape. It is very symbolic. It is too powerful. 
A gaze blank= it does not reflect anything. 

The speaker wonders about the gaze blank. It could connote to Christ temptation in the desert. He was tempted by Satin in the desert. 

It could refer also to Mousses with the Jews in Sinai. 

It could refer to desolation- to thirst and hunger. 

We feel that there is a vision that troubles the speaker and he is not sure of what is that. He could see the shape of the sphinx as if it is moving.

In the desert we have birds of prey. In the desert, there is no survival, very few plants that can survive in the desert. The sphinx does not move. It is its shadow that moves according to the movement of the sun. 

The monuments represent the past civilization.  We have reference to the early civilization of the pharaohs.

the sun,= is the source of life but at the same time, it has destructive power. It represents life and death at the same time. This shape is stable. It does not move. What moves around it is its shadow which is directed by the sun. 

Reel shadows of the indignant desert birds.
The darkness drops again; but now I know
That twenty centuries of stony sleep
It is in the desert. The birds take refuge in the shadow of sphinx. 

There is a reference to the cycle of history represented by sphinx. 

The darkness drops again= it is the loss of faith.

Dark images indicates mystery.

The 20th century refers to the cycle of history-

It connotes to the Christian period where the subjective period was awakened by the coming of Christ. The speaker is not sure if there is going to be another chaotic period or it will be the second coming of Christ. 
but now I know he has a resolution. He starts to show some realization. He reaches an answer to all those riddles 
stony sleep= satirical kind of sleep.   

Were vexed to nightmare by a rocking cradle,
And what rough beast, its hour come round at laSt,
Slouches towards Bethlehem to be born? 

rocking cradle,= he is referring to Jesus as a baby.

It is confusing because the speaker is not sure of what is going to happen. 

Bethlehem= the city where Christ was born. 

He believes that the second coming is going to occur. 

The beast embodies any irrational destruction whether in world or in man's behavior.

The poem ends with a question. He is sure that the second coming of Christ is going to happen, but he ends the poem with a question because he wants the readers to anticipate, to think of what is going to happen in that world. 

The poet is reflecting the disorder of the world he was living in.  He refers to many of the theories he talked about. He links between the past, the present and the future. It is as if he is trying to link the whole world, the whole times of history in this short poem. It could be a representation of his all views, of the destiny of man's life.

There is no end for the cycle of history. It will be happen again and again.

We have the theme of patterns destiny or the succession of consequences= what happened will happen again. 

It is also connected to the cycle of birth, live, death and rebirth. It is also connected to the cycle of history- to civilization= it starts- grows- expands- then it starts to decline and fall- it has a beginning ad an end. 

The poem is prophetic. It anticipates the coming of World War II.

The second part is pictorial. We have many pictures. 

We have a kind of theatrical beginning with great expectations, anticipations and ends with a question that leaves the speaker with more philosophical speculation. It does not provide the reader with an answer. 

Technicality:

The poem is a good illustration of his theory.

The stanzas are not balanced. They do not have the same lines. We can not call them stanzas. Each is a section in itself. The first section is 8 lines; the second section is 14 lines. 

It reflects head and body- reason and body= sphinx 
We have a lot of biblical allusions, metaphors, symbolical references. 

We feel a sense of fragmentation. We feel that there are so many things connected and at the same time they are apart, separated from others. We have a lot of anxiety in the lines.

The words are very complicated. We have many abstract statements. 

The poem is written in blank verse.  The poem is very rich Half rhymes and pararhymes is used.

We have rhetoric images rather than specific images.

The language though it seemed direct and blunt but it is difficult.

The complexity is because of the philosophical ideas he is talking about. 

The rhythm is complicated. 

We have many symbols and allusions

Finished
Lecture 9

A prayer for my Daughter

William butler Yeats
We have a poem in which the poet who is the speaker is a father who is writing this poem for his daughter. His daughter is his first child.

This poem reflects Yeats' expectations, his hopes for his young baby. The poem was written on the birth of that baby. He was interested in astrology and fortune telling. He wants to find about the future of the girl. He predicts that she is going to be a beautiful famous woman. 

The father wrote this poem as a prayer for his daughter. It is a kind of a personal poem that only discusses the wishes of a loving father for his baby- or does it carry more meanings about different issues  

1st stanza: 

Once more the storm is howling, and half hid 
Under this cradle-hood and coverlid 
My child sleeps on. There is no obstacle 

in the stanza, we are given description of the setting. 

The storm here is very symbolic. It is not a normal storm. It indicates another storm.

This poem is written in 1919- after World War I. the storm could reflect all the other difficulties in the world. It could reflect the Great War, it could reflect the Irish Independence struggle, it could refer to any calamity or any obstacle in life. 

The storm here does not only refer to the natural storm that is going on. It refers to other connotations. 

Once more= means that it is a recurring thing. It will happen once more. It means that life is not a peaceful life. It has obstacles. 
Howling= it is a horrible, tough kind of a storm. 

We have two scenes; the scene inside the house where there is a cradle where the baby sleeps peacefully. Outside the house, we have the stormy weather. The two scenes are occurring at the same time. 

The storm here represents the physical world which has its parallel to what is going in the speaker's mind. 

We have two storms; a natural storm and a storm in the speaker's mind. He is thinking about the future of his infant. 

The cradle is like a protection that protects the baby from the out difficulties of life.

 There is no obstacle
But Gregory's wood and one bare hill 
Whereby the haystack- and roof-levelling wind, 
Gregory's wood= it refers to the area where Yeats resided . he had a kind of a tower in his house- that is why he named the collection of his poems The Tower- 
The storm is howling. There is nothing to stop it, only the wood and the haystack= the room where hay is collected. 

Bred on the Atlantic, can be stayed; 
And for an hour I have walked and prayed 

Because of the great gloom that is in my mind. 

That wind came from the Atlantic Ocean. It is originated there. It is coming with great power. 

There is a reference to time.

The speaker is worried about the future of his daughter. 

There are two storms; The physical natural storm that is going outside, howling, moving and the storm in the speaker's mind. There is a kind of parallel between the two storms. 

In the first stanza, we have description of the storm and the over protective father who desires to shield his daughter from the world. The covered cradle is like a shield. 
2nd stanza: 

I have walked and prayed for this young child an hour 
And heard the sea-wind scream upon the tower, 
And under the arches of the bridge, and scream 
In the elms above the flooded stream; 
Imagining in excited reverie 

The speaker is walking= worried about the future of his baby. He walked and prayed for his young child for an hour. While performing his prayers, he heard the sea wind scream upon the tower. The world outside is horrible. He is an over protective father for his child from the outer world. 

He refers to the tower of his house. 

The elm trees are spreading tress. They are like women who are frightened. They scream. The stream is flooded. 

The loving father is predicting the future with the howling storms outside, he is frightened of what is going to face his baby in this exciting world. 

This poem is considered as a sequel = a continuation of the Second Coming. 
That the future years had come, 
Dancing to a frenzied drum, 
Out of the murderous innocence of the sea. 
These lines are a direct reference- a literary allusion to his Second Coming.  

3rd stanza: 
May she be granted beauty and yet not 
Beauty to make a stranger's eye distraught, 
Or hers before a looking-glass, for such, 
Being made beautiful overmuch, 
Consider beauty a sufficient end, 
Lose natural kindness and maybe 
The heart-revealing intimacy 
That chooses right, and never find a friend. 

The prayer starts at this stanza. He wishes his daughter to be beautiful. He does not want a dazzling beauty. If she walks, she will attract all the eyes of the strangers. He does not want this kind of beauty. 

If she looks at herself in the mirror, she will find herself beautiful. He does not want her ultimate beauty. 

He is afraid that if she is too beautiful, this is going to be enough for her. She is not going to search for other kinds of beauty- beauty of the soul- beauty of behavior- of manner-…. He doers not want her to have the outside dazzling beauty because this might give her a satisfaction of having only this kind of beauty. Beauty is not an end in itself. If she is satisfied with the ultimate beauty, she will lose the natural; kindness. It is moral precious than physical beauty. 

In his point of view, too much beauty is harmful. It demolishes, lessens , hinders other qualities. It hinders finding out other qualities. Too much beauty will not enable a woman to find friends. It will not last for ever. 
Excessive beauty will make her incapable of compassion. 

4th stanza: 
Helen being chosen found life flat and dull 
And later had much trouble from a fool, 
While that great Queen, that rose out of the spray, 
Being fatherless could have her way 
Yet chose a bandy-leggd smith for man. 


He is going to elaborate why he does not want his daughter to have excessive beauty. 
In this stanza, we have reference to mythology- to Helen of Troy- the icon of beauty. She was chosen by her husband whom she described as a fool. She was not satisfied with him although he was a king, rich, prosperous, but he was not intellectually passionate husband. She found her life flat and dull. This is why she fell in love with another man.  

great Queen= Aphrodite= another reference= the goddess of love. 

from a fool= the fool is her husband. 

She chose a husband who was incompetent for her. She was not satisfied with him and she was not happy. 
 It's certain that fine women eat 
A crazy salad with their meat 
Whereby the Horn of Plenty is undone. 

Horn of Plenty= refers to Greek mythology.  

The horn of a goat that Zeus gave to the Nereid, Amathea.

When Zeus was born, his mother, Rheia (Rhea), hid him from his father, Kronos (Cronos), and placed the infant god in the care of Amathea.

Amathea nurtured Zeus and fed him goat’s milk; in some versions of the story she is a goat or a nymph rather than a Nereid; in gratitude, Zeus supposedly gave Amathea the horn of a goat that would give her anything she desired; this horn was called the Horn of Plenty which the Romans named cornucopia, from the Latin cornu copiae.

It's certain that fine women eat 
A crazy salad with their meat 
Whereby the Horn of Plenty is undone. 
 

It means that beautiful women, unfortunate incapable of choosing good choices in their lives. So, they suffer the consequences. The example is Helen and Aphrodite.  
The first wish that the loving father wishes for his daughter is that she will be granted beauty but not too dazzling beauty because dazzling beauty prevents a woman from showing compassion to other people. 
5th stanza:

In courtesy I'd have her chiefly learned; 
Hearts are not had as a gift but hearts are earned 
By those that are not entirely beautiful; 
His second wish for his daughter to be courteous. Instead of giving dazzling beauty, he wishes her to be courteous= to have a considered nature for other human begins. Beauty is not important to have friends. It is the beauty of the soul, beauty of the manner, of the kindness are important.  
Yet many, that have played the fool 
For beauty's very self, has charm made wise, 
And many a poor man that has roved, 
Loved and thought himself beloved, 
From a glad kindness cannot take his eyes. 

Here, he is referring to himself- he had become a fool. He is also a poor man- he refers to his beloved to whom he proposed three times- each time she rejected him. He had been given glad of kindness from his wife. He thought that he will never love any other woman. Later on he was rewarded by getting married to his wife and having his daughter. 
He fell in love- in the first time- for beauty. He was attracted to her but she rejected him. He thought that he was not going to be loved but later on he married his wife who gives him love and kindness. Later on, he found true love. It was not that love for beauty, but the love for the true beauty of kindness- the beauty of the soul.  

6th stanza:

May she become a flourishing hidden tree 
That all her thoughts may like the linnet be, 
And have no business but dispensing round 
Their magnanimities of sound, 

He desires his daughter to have the quality of giving, to be generous. He is wishing her natural goodness, purity and innocence.  

the linnet= a bird that sings with a strong sharp sound.
He wants her thoughts to be similar to a linnet – to spread. 

The tree is a symbol of life= of unity of being. The green color of the tree is the color of life.  

Linnet is a metaphor for blessedness and harmony of life. 

He wishes her to distribute generosity, goodness.
Nor but in merriment begin a chase, 
Nor but in merriment a quarrel. 
O may she live like some green laurel 
Rooted in one dear perpetual place. 
this is the ideal woman that Yeats thinks of.

Yeats is very proud of his Irish roots.

He wants his daughter to be beautiful, to be courteous and to be generous and at the same time, she clings to her roots, her traditions.   
7th stanza:

My mind, because the minds that I have loved, 
The sort of beauty that I have approved, 
Prosper but little, has dried up of late, 
Yet knows that to be choked with hate 
May well be of all evil chances chief. 
If there's no hatred in a mind 
Assault and battery of the wind 
Can never tear the linnet from the leaf. 

He wants his daughter to be generous, to cling to her roots, her traditions. 

He does not want his daughter to neglect her Irish roots and identity. 

He reveals his personal feeling about the impact of love and beauty on him . 

The mind he has loved, the beauty he has loved prospered but little. He refers to Maud Gonne. He fell in love with a beautiful woman, but this love is not prosperous. This is because he loved the beauty and the mind of that beautiful woman. 

He speaks about his personal life, about the impact of beauty on him. He reveals his personal feelings. The sort of beauty he had was but little. His love was not prosperous because he loved the beauty.
He alludes to the woman who was one of the rebels. She had the feeling of hatred to the colonizers. Hatred overcomes their feelings. They were overcome by hatred. 

The bird is always attached to the trees.

He alludes to the lady rebel in Eastern 1916. 

Maud Gonne because of her liberal ideas of fighting for Ireland, she was imprisoned. She faced difficulties in her life. 

He is not supporting beauty as the ultimate goal. 

Both women had hatred to the colonizers. Hatred overcomes their feelings. They became blinded by hate. 

Both the rebels chased idealistic dreams and they were detached from their surroundings and their woman's nature. They can never find harmony in their minds. They never have peace of mind. They are always worried about politics. 

We have reference to feminism. He is against women being indulged in politics. 

8th stanza:

An intellectual hatred is the worst, 
So let her think opinions are accursed. 
Have I not seen the loveliest woman born 
Out of the mouth of Plenty's horn, 
Because of her opinionated mind 
Barter that horn and every good 
By quiet natures understood 
For an old bellows full of angry wind? 

He condemns intellectual hatred. 

Again, he refers to Maud Gonne , she made a wrong choice . He condemns intellectual hatred in women.  

An outspoken woman wastes her life in politics. She loses her femininity.  
9th stanza:

Considering that, all hatred driven hence, 
The soul recovers radical innocence 
And learns at last that it is self-delighting, 
Self-appeasing, self-affrighting, 
And that its own sweet will is Heaven's will; 
She can, though every face should scowl 
And every windy quarter howl 
Or every bellows burst, be happy still. 
She can heal herself by escaping hatred . 

The woman is the mother. If she left hatred, all people will escape hatred.  

Hatred indicates loss of innocence, of purity. 
radical innocence= stage of spiritual self possession- immunity. If the person is spiritual self-possessed, he is strong, he will be immunized to the other external forces= have the power of the heart and the mind. He will be delighted with anything. 

Hatred is something horrifying particularly in a woman.  
If a woman can heal herself by escaping hatred, she can overcome all the obstacles in her life. she can be hapy and innocence. 
10th stanza:

And may her bridegroom bring her to a house 
Where all's accustomed, ceremonious; 
For arrogance and hatred are the wares 
Peddled in the thoroughfares. 
How but in custom and in ceremony 
Are innocence and beauty born? 
Ceremony's a name for the rich horn, 
And custom for the spreading laurel tree. 



He concludes his prayer. He wishes a husband for his daughter. 

He sums up his prayer wishing an ideal Eden- peace for his baby. All this will be achieved through ceremonies and customs. She has to cling to tradition, to the established aristocratic method of life. He is against liberty, losing traditions.  

He wants her husband to bring her to all her customs. 
Customs and ceremonies are very significant for him. 

If she is beautiful, she will be arrogant, she will have hatred. She will have no innocence. 

Customs and ceremonies are the sources for stability- for a stable natural life.  

The image of the horn represents the hopes, gifts that will be bestowed on her.

The prayer ends by wishing his daughter an ideal husband and to be surrounded by customs and ceremonies.  
This poem is discussed through feminist criticism. 

Technicality:

The poem is written in ten stanzas. Each stanza is 8 lines. The first eight lines are similar to couplets. He uses alternate rhyme scheme. 

He uses varied rhythmical lines.  Some Lines are of five feet= iambic and some lines are of tetrameter. 

He depends on several images. He refers to symbols- metaphors. The language is varied. There is a lot of alliteration, assonance. We have reference to visual images. 

He is referring to his theory, referring to the whole world.

The storm starts from the Atlantic- it spreads………..  .

This poem is a sequel to the Second Coming. 

Finished  
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