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Lecture10
The early beginning of the American literature started in 1600. 

Read the book- the Background of The early American literature -

The early settlers who settled in the new land were the Puritans. The fist colony was the New England on the west coast. They were very religious people. They were following certain ways of life. They established the university Harbored in Boston in 1666.they wanted to train people to be ministers in order to guide people in the new land.

The puritans are very rigid. They believe that they are destined to meet certain destiny. They have certain rituality. 

The early literature springs from that insinuate- University of Harbored.

The American literature was a history of the new comers, how they settled in the new land, how they started the new life. The early literary production was like history which records the way to live in the new land and the new life.

Religious poems flourished in order to spread great awakening. It is for the enlightenment of the people with their own religion and their own life.

These poems flourished in the 18th century.

We have many great American writers who started to write about enlightenment. They were talking about the new society they were living in.

With the growth of colonies and the spread of different states and the expansion of people, the immigration from the east to the west, we have a great development in the American literature.

With the growth of these colonies, we notice a growth of the political system and the flourishing of the political journalism. It tried to raise the spirit of the Americans. They had a revolution against Britain. The states fought for their independence, their separation from the mother land. 

We have American writers like Thomas Jefferson who wrote Declaration of Independence. This book was written during the war between the British colonizers and the natives. This period is called a revolutionary period. The writers tried to write. Since they did not have roots in American literature, they tried to follow the neo-classical poets- their themes- styles.

But American literature started to begin in a powerful way through writing novels. Novel flourished to a great deal at that period. The style and the theme of novels were concentrating on the American life- what is known as the American dream. This is one of the themes that are tackled in many of the American novels. It is the dream of having a fulfilled rich kind of life.

The early roots of the American literature are in the beginning of the 19th century, in New York City. It was the centre of American writings. 

We have -Washington ……… one of the writers. He wrote a book about the city of New York. This book explores the city life, how it is growing in the political and economical system and even in its literary productivity. The book created a good reputation for New York which attracted many of the younger writers………

At the beginning, the American poets tried to adapt and follow the English traditions in writing literature. The Americans had no roots of literature. Then they started to search for their independence as American literature. 
Many novels were written about American individuals- about their strife in their life. Many works flourished early in the 17th century period. 

There was a new spirit that is called Transcendentalism= the knowledge of humanity – the discovery of the self- it has a sense of romanticism

The Transcendentalist writer is Emerson- he founded Transcendentalism Club. One of their beliefs is that they can find God everywhere- in man and in nature- the inward search for truth in life-  
Another major literary figure is Edger Allan Poe- a short story writer- a citric- an essayist- a poet- he searched for the inner dark side of his characters. He wrote what is known as detective stories. He is the one who paved the way to the writing of detective stories because of the deep psychological study of characters in his novels.

As a poet, he was interested in the beauty of poetry. He viewed that poetry is significant to be enjoyed, not searching for truth.  He defined poetry as the rhythmic creation of beauty.  The aim of poetry is not to provide truth but to give pleasure. 

The Civil War in 1861- 1865 was a landmark in American history.  Many writers wrote about the Civil War. 

Mark Twin is a very significant novelist. In his works, we feel the era of realism. He tried to depict truth- to reflect the realistic life in the work of art. In his works, he tends to use simple characters- ordinary people who try to trick the expert so they can go through into their life. in his novels we could see the conflict between the ideals of the Americans and what is known to be the American dream- the richness of life.  
We feel the influence of Europe upon the American literary mind- Darwin- Freud- Nietzsche - Emily Zola- all the great thinkers had their influence on the American writers.
We have great writers like Henry James- 

For great poets we have Whitman- Emily Dickenson= a female poet who was ahead of her time. She wrote during the 19thy century but she is considered a modern poetess because her works were ahead of her time.   man         

A Noiseless patient spider     Walt Whit
Whitman wanted to free the American poetry from all the old traditions. 

He was not a highly educated man. He had several jobs. He worked as a carpenter- sailor- tradesman. This provided him with wide experience, great understanding of life. 

He is considered to be the father of American poetry. He helped to free American poetry from the old English tradition. He tried to create his own poetic expression. For him, the message was more important than the poem. He was not interested in the form of poetry. The message for him was more important than the form. He concentrated on using free verse. He was the first one to use free verse in his works. His stanzas are not organized. They do not follow the same form- no rhythm- no accurate feet that he follows- he says" I'm the poet of the body and I'm the poet of the soul" 

He wrote only one collection. He started to compose it in 1855. Every year he tried to add to this collection. He kept on revision his work till 1882. he kept adding and changing it. 
1st stanza:

A NOISELESS, patient spider,
I mark'd, where, on a little promontory, it stood, isolated;
Mark'd how, to explore the vacant, vast surrounding,
It launch'd forth filament, filament, filament, out of itself;
Ever unreeling them--ever tirelessly speeding them.
The title is symbolic. 
Spiders are motionless. They do not make noise. They are creeping. It is a very meticulous kind of creature.

The spider is noiseless, an indication of complete quietness. It indicates meditation.

Patient= connotes cold emotion, serenity, meditative mood.

It is a confirmation of the quietness of the spider.    
promontory,= a high point of land.

I mark'd, = the speaker. To mark= to notice

We have the spider which is part of nature and we have a human soul. We have a kind of interference of man into nature. The speaker here watches the spider. The spider is isolated, alone in a high point of a land. 

We have a human being watching an element of nature. The spider is watching the surrounding the vacant, vast. 

Both the speaker and the spider are watching.

Filament= thin thread of the web.
The spider is spinning out of itself from the inner self of the spider, the filament is produced.  

launch'd f= to exit with power.  

The spider is continuously producing the thin thread.  

unreeling = reel= spend

The spider is at work, providing the filament in order to create the net. The net is created meticulously. It has certain dimension, certain length. It is like an architecture creating a work of art. It never corrupted his own work. He creates something of certain dimension. It is never tired. It is not in a hurry. It is not lazy to end the work. It is working at ease. It shows that the spider is enjoying what it is doing.

The spider is trying to build a web in order to trap its prey. The speaker is watching the spider. This way of watching the spider connotes to the speaker's self. It reminds him of himself. The speaker is trying to make a kind of connection between him and the spider. 

We have a kind of connection between them. 

The poem started with a description which we may find insignificant- something that is comic.

The speaker starts describing the spider that is creating a web and he finds a kind of connection between this insignificant insect and his own self.

Here we have the motionless spider that is completely isolated and he is creating a web. This atmosphere of the spider foreshadows the speaker who may think of himself as a lonely isolated human being of the universe.     

2nd stanza: 

And you, O my Soul, where you stand,
Surrounded, detached, in measureless oceans of space,
Ceaselessly musing, venturing, throwing,--seeking the spheres, to
connect them;

we have a direct reference to the soul.  The speaker directly addresses his soul, questioning about the location of his soul in this wide vast universe.

Surrounded, detached
the soul is surrounded; it is imprisoned, controlled, unfree, entrapped, detached, isolated, alienated, and taken away from its surrounding.

Measureless oceans of space  
We have vast space. It is measureless. We can not measure the vastness here. We feel the vastness, the space, the distance and we notice the standness

There is contradiction between being imprisoned and the vastness.

The idea is that the speaker in the second stanza directly addresses himself, his soul and here we feel a kind of struggle in the soul.

Ceaselessly musing= complete free thinking, meditating. 

His soul meditates in this vast space. It is musing its existence.     
venturing= try to undertake a risk. We have a sense of courageousness that the soul is trying to experience different things.

throwing,= to throw the self is to experience the hazard, different things.   
seeking the spheres, to
the soul here is in a quest, searching for its existence, searching to connect itself to the world that surrounds it.  We have a kind of strife, struggle.

connect them;= it is a key word.

The soul searches for an answer to many questions that surround it in this vast spacious universe.

The ocean gives a sense of vastness, danger, mystery, movement, flow of the waves. It indicates the vastness of the universe. The soul is striving and searching for answers. It is trying to find its own existence. It is trying to connect all of these diversities. it is as if the soul is searching for an answer for its own existence.   

Till the bridge you will need, be form'd--till the ductile anchor
hold;
the bridge= gives the sense that there is connection.

The spider throws filaments until it reaches a destination and do another filament ad try to create bridges between them in order to build a web. It is the same like the soul. The soul in the universe searches, struggles, strives to find its own existence, to create its own web, to show its ability to survive in this world.

Here we feel that the soul is in continuous search until it finds a bridge to connect its existence with the universe that it lives in.

Anchor= is another key word. The anchor of the ship that stabilizes it.

The soul is trying to stabilize its existence in the whole world.  

Ductile= to be able to have a shape.
Till the gossamer thread you fling, catch somewhere, O my Soul. 
similar to the spider that throws the filament, if the filament gets hold of another end, then the spider can create another filament and then starts to create a bridge between the two. But if the filament does not reach a destination, it means that it can not build its own web.

The spider is trying to create a web.     
Gossamer= thin line of anything.

When the filament reaches its destination, means that the soul could find an answer to its search.

The speaker in the second stanza directly addresses his soul. The soul is in a quest, a search for unification. It struggles for something. 

The speaker is searching for his own existence, for immortality, identity…….. 

The soul strives for spiritual and intellectual certainty in the vast great spacious universe that the soul lives in.

, O my Soul  
We do not know the destination of the soul. The soul is going to spread casts similar to the spider until it finds its place.

Technicality:

The whole poem is symbolic and metaphorical. We notice the blind between symbolism and metaphor.

The motionless spider is a metaphor and a symbol at the same time. The spider is on barren land and it is trying to create its won web. It is isolated, alone in the vast spacious are. The speaker's soul is isolated, alienated in this universe. The speakers feel loneliness and he is unable to locate his existence in this universe. He is on quest to find meanings in his world, to his own existence. 

It is a lyrical poem. It does not follow the traditional technique of the British poetry; the size of the stanza, the rhythmical patterns, the meter. We do not have all the rhythmical patterns that are found in the traditional British poetry. The words for him are more significant than the form. The poet is interested in sending the message which is more important than the form.

He uses free verse.

The style is very plain, simple. The stanzas are not well organized. The poet depends on certain technicality to provide the rhythmical pattern. He did not follow the rhythm of the iambic pentameter or the rhyme scheme, the length of rhyme. He deliberately departed from all of these techniques into creating different techniques.

One of the technicalities that he used is the repetition. This kind of technique helps in creating the rhythmical patterns in the poem.

The poet uses it as a whole one stanza. There is parallelism. In the first stanza he is concentrating on the spider. In the second stanza he concentrates on the soul. Still we could see the link between the spider and the soul. This is because of the extended metaphor of the spider that he depended on which connotes the speaker's soul which is isolated in the universe.

We have alliteration and all the sound technique that he used I creating this lyrical poem which is very simple and rich and symbolic at the same time.
Finished 
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