


*They*

1st stanza:

The Bishop tells us: 'When the boys come back
'They will not be the same; for they'll have fought
'In a just cause: they lead the last attack
'On Anti-Christ; their comrades' blood has bought
'New right to breed an honourable race,
'They have challenged Death and dared him face to face.'

They= he is talking about a group of soldiers. We have a kind of a dialogue

Bishop= is one of the high ranks in Christianity. They use to preach the soldiers. The conversation is between the Bishop and the soldiers, to give them religious morals to uplift their spirits= spiritual uplifting of the soldier’s spirits

The Bishop tells us= there is a kind of information. When the boys= indicates the young age of the soldiers. They will not be the same when they come back. They will be great heroes, great warriors. They will gain great experiences. They will be victorious. It is supposed to be self sacrificial war. They have fought for a just cause. They joined the war for a great cause. They were fighting against Germany and its alliances, they were fighting against aggression. They were defending their country. They lead the last attack against the anti-Christ. He describes the enemy as being anti-Christ. This is the last attack, the end of the war. Evil is going to be destroyed from the face of the earth.

There will be bloodshed, there will lose their lives. The blood has brought new right. The blood her is something like money. It is paid in order to get new right to this honorable race. They sacrificed their blood for the sake of the new generation to life a happy life. These soldiers paid their blood as a price for freedom, for liberty. They have challenged death.  Death is capitalized. They dared, faced death. They sacrificed their lives. They faced the enemy. They were daring to challenge death.

The poet is trying to infuse the young soldiers, not only religiously, personally, but he tries to apply to them heroic characteristic They are courageous, sacrificing their lives in order to save  the next generation.

2nd stanza

'We're none of us the same!' the boys reply.
'For George lost both his legs; and Bill's stone blind;
'Poor Jim's shot through the lungs and like to die;
'And Bert's gone syphilitic: you'll not find
'A chap who's served that hasn't found some change.
' And the Bishop said: 'The ways of God are strange!' 
The young soldiers answer*” we’re none of us the same”. There is a physical deformity. One of the soldiers lost his leg. He is a handicapped. The other soldier became blind. All his life came to be black in color. Another soldier was shot through the lungs and like to die. All these reflect the physical and psychological consequences of the war.

Syphilitic= was a contagious disease that spread in war.

They will not find a chap= very young boy, who hasn’t found some changes.  Even if he was not hurt, he would suffer some changes. If it was not a physical injury, it would be a psychological injury.

The boys answer in a very realistic way. They are not all heroes. Some are injured physically and psychologically. 

The Bishop says*” the ways of God are strange”= it is God’s well.

His answer is very weak. He could not justify the reason for war. It is the only answer he could think of.  Actually the war is not of God, it is the product of man.

The poem is one of the poems that show the horrors of war. It reflects the poet rage against war. It is a very spontaneous outrage against war.

 The poem is documentary. He followed the documentary method in showing the consequences of war upon men. 

Technically the poet uses the same way. He is satirical, the tone is ironic.

The poem is of two stanzas, each stanza is six lines. It is written in iambic pentameter, very regular meter and rhyme. 

We have a lot of regularity, to show that the regular consequence of war is death.

There is no figure of speech .
Finished 
