	Dr. Mohamed Al-Shahaal	First Semester
Poetry5




William Butler Yeat
   Yeats was born in 1865 and died in 1939. He divided his life between Dublin and London. Dublin is in Ireland. His father worked as a portrait painter. He spent his life in country Sligo in the west of Ireland. So it is from the people of this country that he first begins to learn about Irish peasantry. The Irish peasantry literature the oral literature =الادب الشفهي / اللادب المسموعthat includes songs, tales, stories. This is also called the Irish folklore/ Irish Myth. Most of the Iris folklore or literature is based on mythological figures and culture of Ireland. He became very much interested in the mythology of Ireland and its folklore (the past of Ireland).
  All his poems were collected and published in a book entitled as the Wanderings of Oisin. Wanderings= الرحلات/ التجوال.  Oisin is a mythological Irish figure. 4
   He also wrote the séance in 1893.  It comes from the séance language and civilization which constitutes the foundations of the Irish nation and mythology.  In the following year Yeats wrote different poems and most of them were political poems because for centuries Ireland was colonized by the English people. The Irish people were unable to write freely about their own culture or mythology. 
   We have imaginative stories which the uneducated classes know and even say. 
   The southern part of Ireland gave its independence in the year of 1928 and the northern part is still under the English colonization.  In the north part we have what we call IRA which is the Irish republican army=الجيش الايرلندي الثوري. It is considered today as a military organization which overtakes military operations against the English targets in England and outside England. 
  
 He became interested in the Irish Republican Army but later on he abandoned it because it’s violent activities. In the Irish Republican Army He met his girl on the name Maud Gonna who was an actress and agitator = a fighter in the army. Yeats fell in love with this girl in her Irish revolutionary character as he see her very moving and see her on the stage acting plays. He proposed to her many times but every time she refused. Why? Because in the beginning her sole interest was fixed on achieving Irish independence but later on she got married to a military agitator also under the name of Mac bride.  Yeats mentions him in his poem Easter 1916. 
  
 Yeats also was very much interested in the spirit and the spiritual life because he was dissatisfied with the atheism of his father and also about orthodox religion of his family. He was searching for something that was deep hidden in the supernatural that is why he started to read many Indian spiritual societies. He became so interested in this world of spirits and reincarnation. 
* Reincarnationالتقمص = to reborn again= one dies and is reborn in a different body.  
* He used the bodies as symbolic images that derived their power and their authority from their souls in the great memory=الذاكرة الكبيرة = the collective unconsciousness of humanity=حلقة اللاوعي عند الناس أجمعهم.  

**The espirtus monde= the soul of the world= the over soul= الروح الكبري. 

* The novel Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe is based on the story of حي بن يقظان للابن طفيل.  
    In 1905 Yeats and his friend lady Augusta Gregory who was also a dramatist cofounded the Abbey theatre.  The plays of Yeats and Synge and Bernard Shaw were performed on the plays.   
 
    Yeats is considered as one of the last romantic poets who was interested in the past and especially in the Irish past. He was interested in the spirit and he was a man of freedom. He wrote for the poor people and the peasants of Ireland.  He became interested in the folklores and folk songs of peasants of Ireland so he is considered as the last romantic poets. He is considered as a leader of modernism and experimental poetry. In 1923 he awarded the noble prize of literature. 

**While reading:
 I want you to make a half stop for a comma and a read stop when there is a period. 


When You are Old
When you are old and grey and full of sleep,
And nodding by the fire, take down this book,
And slowly read, and dream of the soft look
Your eyes had once, and of their shadows deep;
How many loved your moments of glad grace,
And loved your beauty with love false or true,
But one man loved the pilgrim soul in you,
And loved the sorrows of your changing face;
And bending down beside the glowing bars,
Murmur, a little sadly, how Love fled
And paced upon the mountains overhead                   
And hid his face amid a crowd of stars.	

This poem is a rewriting of a sonnet by a French poet who lived in the sixteenth century. Yeats simply translated this sonnet but the conclusion is different. He wrote this poem to his beloved Maud Gonne reminding her of the fact of life. He is telling her that someone or any of us will be old and when a person is old his beauty vanishes.  So do not be very proud of your beauty because someday your beauty is going to vanish and 



When you are old and grey and full of sleep,
And nodding by the fire, take down this book,
And slowly read, and dream of the soft look
	Your eyes had once, and of their shadows deep;	

Full of sleep: the blood of a young man is regenerated through the cells but many of these cells are dead in an old man so his blood does not regenerated with the same power. 
This book= his book of poetry. 
Soft look= their eyes were soft when she was young. 
Their shadows: the shadows of her eyes when she was young that make him fell in love with her. 
Deep: when she is old she loses this kind of magic that appears in her eyes so people will not fell in love with her. 
How many loved your moments of glad grace,
And loved your beauty with love false or true,
But one man loved the pilgrim soul in you,
And loved the sorrows of your changing face;
Grace: magic, beauty. People loved you when you are so beautiful. 
Glad: happy. When you look at the face of a young person, you find it full of happiness but when you look as the face of an old person so his face is sad even if he laughs. 
How many loved: here lies a question that how many loved your beauty. He means her physical beauty. 
False or true: false love when they are not really interested in her as a person or in her character but interested in her physical beauty. Or true love the true love the love of soul. 

But one man loved the pilgrim soul in you =But he insists that he loved her soul and that he loved the soul of a pilgrim. 
Pilgrim=الحاج. A person goes to hajj to purify his soul so he loved the spiritual part of her with his purified soul. He loved her soul, character, the way you talk.   

And bending down beside the glowing bars,
Murmur, a little sadly, how Love fled
And paced upon the mountains overhead
And hid his face amid a crowd of stars.	

And bending down beside the glowing bars =Refers to time, he goes back all way to nodding by the fire. 
This side is a complexion of the first and the second line, “When you are old and grey and full of sleep, And nodding by the fire, And bending down beside the glowing bars, 
He loves not only his soul but also the changing of face. 


Murmur, a little sadly, how Love fled
She is bending down beside the fire because she feels cold as she is old. She wants to come warm. 
Glowing= shining, glittering. 
So she is sitting there, reading and murmur= speaks to herself in a sad way. 
Fled= this person who loved me and loved the soul of my changing face is gone. 

And paced upon the mountains overhead
And hid his face amid a crowd of stars
Love is capitalized= his own love. His love (the spiritual love), leaves, because she did not respond to him, and paced upon mountain. 
  She will see his love but not going for her. His love will leave her and paced upon the mountains overhead and hide his face amid a crowd of stars.  

*The last two lines are a romantic image which means that this love is not physical and because she does not respond to him is going to be immortalized/ internalized. It will be spiritualized at the top of the mountain among the stars. 
-- Also we have in this poem a syntactical reverse;  
* Of their shadows deep= of their deep shadows. 

He reversed the place of the adjective and the noun to certain effects:
*1* To stumbling the reader.
*2* For the sake of the rhyme scheme:  Deep, sleep and book, look.
- The rhyme scheme is Abba, cddc, effe.
- This is an Italian rhyme scheme.
- The mood is nostalgia= الحنين. It is nostalgia to the past when she was younger and beautiful. Nostalgia includes sadness. He is also warning her of coming reality and of future existence.

- The tone: is subjective, conversational, serious and figurative. 
- The tone is conversational as if he is sitting in front of her and talking to her.  
- It is subjective as it expresses his own love and his own feeling. 
- It is serious as discussing a very serious matter. 
- It is figurative as it has many figures of speech. We have a personification in love and in the sorrows of your changing face, and in glad grace, a metaphor in pilgrim soul and we have paradox in false and true. We also have anaphora as the word “and” repeated in the first lines /consecutive lines. 
- The tone is also musical.  	
-  The form: it is a lyric made of three stanzas each one includes four lines. So we have three quatrains. 
The Second Coming
TURNING and turning in the widening gyre
The falcon cannot hear the falconer;
Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold;
Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world,
The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere
The ceremony of innocence is drowned;
The best lack all conviction, while the worst
Are full of passionate intensity.

Surely some revelation is at hand;
Surely the Second Coming is at hand.
The Second Coming! Hardly are those words out
When a vast image out of Spiritus Mundi
Troubles my sight: somewhere in sands of the desert
A shape with lion body and the head of a man,
A gaze blank and pitiless as the sun,
Is moving its slow thighs, while all about it
Reel shadows of the indignant desert birds.
The darkness drops again; but now I know
That twenty centuries of stony sleep
Were vexed to nightmare by a rocking cradle,
And what rough beast, its hour come round at last,
Slouches towards Bethlehem to be born?

** The second coming= the second coming of the Jesus Christ. 
TURNING and turning in the widening gyre
The falcon cannot hear the falconer;
Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold;
Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world,
**The falcon: الصقر
The falcon is turning and moving going wide in his turn and more amore up in the sky. When people are moving this Falcon is turning and cannot hear the falconer which is turning alone. Both of them keep turning and turning so they do not meet at the end and cannot hear each other as they go away from each other.  The communication between them becomes impossible. They cannot hear each other this means that there is something wrong.  There is a problem and things are falling apart. The centre of the world cannot hold itself why? Because people are not hearing each other. There is loud. 

** What kind of society is there when people do not communicate with each other? It is the life of disorder= فوضي. That leads to a state of loss or war in the world. So the centre of the world cannot hold anymore. Why? Things are falling apart. This cause the Mere anarchy= فوضي عارمه= Extreme disorder. 
* Loosed= anarchy is everywhere upon the world. This happened after in 1921 after the First World War The war does not end with peace but it ends with each country was preparing itself for a new world war. The world became insecure and incomplete and in a state of disturbance and disability.  

The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere
The ceremony of innocence is drowned;
The best lack all conviction, while the worst
Are full of passionate intensity.

* Tide: (المد)
We have a tide of blood that is loosed everywhere in the world. 
* Innocence= البراءه. The ceremony= احتفال.
The purity and the transparency of man do not exist anymore it is drowned= غرق. This means that this world is not the world of innocence anymore. 
** Drowned is a personification. 
** The blood-dimmed tide is loosed is a metaphor. 
** Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world is a metonymy. 
** Falcon cannot hear is a metonymy. It is an allusion that people cannot hear each other.  

The best lack all conviction, while the worst
Are full of passionate intensity.
*The best=اللأفضل is the opposite of worst = الأسوأ. 
The best people are not convicted = غير ملتزمto religion while the worst are very Passionate= جامح العاطفة.  They are interested in physical, sexual and desire life.  Yeats 
It is a world is full of disorder. 

***The midterm exam will include the introduction, Robert, Sassoon, Owen and Yeats. 
End …
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