English Language Reading L4

There's good news and bad news about life in modern cities—first, the bad.
People who study population growth predict a nightmare by the year 2025: the
global population will be more than 8 billion, and almost 4 billion of these
people will be living in cities in developing countries such as India and Nigeria.
Population growth is already causing unbelievable overcrowding. Due to overcrowding,
these cities have problems with air pollution, disease, and crime. People spend
hours in gridlock—that is, traffic so horrible that it simply doesn't move—when
they commute daily from their homes to their work and back. There isn't enough
water, transportation, or housing. Many people don't have access to health
services or jobs. Now the good news: in some cities, instead of worsening

urban life is actually getting much better.
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What does developing countries mean?
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What does gridlock mean?
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traffic so horrible that it simply doesn't move
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What does predict mean?
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To say in advance that something will happen
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What does commute mean?
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There.isn't enough water, transportation, or housing
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What does worsening mean?
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urban life is actually getting much better.
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Elizabeth Steinberg was a healthy sixteen-year-old student on the tennis team at St.
Charles High School, west of Chicago, lllinois. But in the fall of 1977, he started to have
strange health problems. The same thing happened to dozens of teachers and students at
the school. They went to doctors for treatment of a number of symptoms such as sore




throats, tiredness, headaches, and respiratory (breathing) difficulties. Doctors treated
respiratory infections with antibiotics, but the condition didn't seem to improve, except—
mysteriously—on weekends and over vacations, when the symptoms disappeared. Experts
came to investigate and find the cause. They discovered that St. Charles High, like
thousands of other schools and office buildings nationwide, is a "sick building" —in other
words, a building that creates its own indoor air pollution.
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Topic:
Health problem in the schoole
Main Idea :

.They discovered that St. Charles High,.like.thousands of other schools and office buildings
nationwide, is a "sick building" —in other words;a building that creates its.ewn indoor air
pollution.

Understanding Pronoun Reference: They (paragraph a, Line 4)
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1. _Solve
They are trying to finda ____solution (n.) to the problem of overcrowding, but
this isa difficult problem to _solve (v.).
2. Pollute
Most people know about air __ Pollution (n ) in big cities, but they’re just beginning
to learn about the many __ Pollution (n) that we have inside buildings.
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3. Crowd

There are __Crowd___ (n ) of people everywhere ; the mass-transit system is especially
__ Crowded__ (adj ).




4. Save

The cityisnotsafe  (adj ) because of crime. People can’t leave their homes
safely_ (adv) at night, and the police can’t provide for their safety ~ (n ).
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5. Beautify

Many people bring plants into their homes because the plants are _Beautiful ~ (adj ).
However, it's possible that these plants not only _Beautify (v) the environment

but also clean the air.
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6. Differ

The causes of indoor air pollution _ Different _ (adj ) from area to area. One reason for
the __ Difference ___ (n) isthat people hear their homes __ Differently__ (adv ).
People in some areas burn wood for hear; in other areas, they use something __ Different

— (adj).
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