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We are going to discuss some of the following words throughout the play.  

· Writing and Fiction.

· Religion.
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Class boundaries
· Appearance versus reality 
· Romance 
· Marriage 
· Courtship
· Parallel words 

· Duty and responsibilities 
· The absence of compassion
· Secret lives
· Passion and morality. 
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· In act 2, we will meet new characters such as Miss Prism and Cecily. Also, we meet Dr. Chasuble.
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Algy will go the country. There will be a confrontation between Algy and Jack. Also Gwendolen will go to the country. The style of wilde will go on in this act like the inversion which means inverting or showing the opposite of what is true. In the beginning of act II, we are shown the difference between the country and the city. Almost all the act takes place in the garden and the manor house.
Garden at the Manor House. A flight of grey stone steps leads up to the house. The garden, an old-fashioned one, full of roses. Time of year, July. Basket chairs, and a table covered with books, are set under a large yew-tree.
· This is the way the house in the country looks like. It has a garden, and it is an almost an old fashioned one, it is full of roses.  Miss Prism is talking to Cecily, she is her governess. She takes care of Cecily, she teaches her German and other things. 

MISS PRISM discovered seated at the table. CECILY is at the back watering flowers.

MISS PRISM (calling)

Cecily, Cecily! Surely such a utilitarian occupation as the watering of flowers is rather Moulton's duty than yours? Especially at a moment when intellectual pleasures await you. Your German grammar is on the table. Pray open it at page fifteen. We will repeat yesterday's lesson.

· Here we see Cecily watering flowers, and Miss Prism's comment means that she should not do this, as this is the gob of the servants. This shows us the class division. Also there is a reference to what is being taught at that time, German grammar, and how people reacted to this type of learning. 

CECILY (coming over very slowly)

But I don't like German. It isn't at all a becoming language.
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I know perfectly well that I look quite plain after my German lesson.

MISS PRISM
Child, you know how anxious your guardian is that you should improve yourself in every way. He laid particular stress on your German, as he was leaving for town yesterday. Indeed, he always lays stress on your German when he is leaving for town.
· Her guardian, Jack, is interested to do this because this is the way upper class people do. They want every thing to look in a certain way, so he wants her to be improved in everyway to be like aristocratic people. This means the contradiction and the contrast between appearance and reality. While he is leaving for fun, he wants his ward to be taught German. This is the opposite of what he is doing. So these aristocratic people live a double life. 
CECILY

Dear Uncle Jack is so very serious! Sometimes he is so serious that I think he cannot be quite well.
MISS PRISM (drawing herself up)

Your guardian enjoys the best of health, and his gravity of demeanour is especially to be commanded in one so comparatively young as he is. I know no one who has a higher sense of duty and responsibility.

· This shows us that Miss Prism like what Jack is doing. She does not only like it, but she praises it. She feels the opposite about his brother. When Cecily refers to his brother, she has a different opinion about him.

MISS PRISM
Cecily! I am surprised at you. Mr. Worthing has many troubles in his life. Idle merriment and triviality would be out of place in his conversation. You must remember his constant anxiety about that unfortunate young man his brother.
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· This is the way she sees his brother. Cecily asks to reform this unfortunate young man. 

CECILY

I wish Uncle Jack would allow that unfortunate young man, his brother, to come down here sometimes. We might have a good influence over him, Miss Prism. I am sure you certainly would. You know German, and geology, and things of that kind influence a man very much.

CECILY begins to write in her diary
· Miss Prism's reply says that she is against the idea of improving or changing from bad to good.  

MISS PRISM (shaking her head)

I do not think that even I could produce any effect on a character that according to his own brother's admission is irretrievably weak and vacillating. Indeed I am not sure that I would desire to reclaim him. I am not in favour of this modern mania for turning bad people into good people at a moment's notice. As a man sows so let him reap. You must put away your diary, Cecily. I really don't see why you should keep a diary at all.

· Miss prism is against reclaiming other people. This is related to the idea of the aristocratic people at that time; they used to think that people should appear good that they can not be reclaimed. She has certain idea which is "a man sows so let his reap". Here we face diary which is related to writing and fiction. Cecily's diary has a certain job, as she uses it for writing certain things. 

CECILY

I keep a diary in order to enter the wonderful secrets of my life. If I didn't write them down, I should probably forget all about them.
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Cecily uses the diary to for the wonderful secrets of her life in it. When Miss Prism tells here that the memory is enough for that, she replies that in this dairy she could write the things that have never happened and could not possibly have happened. So this is a kind of fiction, not reality. 
CECILY

Yes, but it usually chronicles the things that have never happened, and couldn't possibly have happened. I believe that Memory is responsible for nearly all the three-volume novels that Mudie sends us.

MISS PRISM

Do not speak slightingly of the three-volume novel, Cecily. I wrote one myself in earlier days.

· The three volume novel is a way of criticizing and satirizing writing books at that time. The books used to be written in three volumes, they are very pig in size. This is a hint to what is to be told in the third act. This is to show us another side of Miss Prism's character. She appears to be a very strict and religious person, but she used to have a romantic side.  What is the opinion of the novels at that time? The good ended happily and the bad unhappily. This is what fiction means. This means that in real life is not the same, but in fiction only the good ends happily and the bad unhappily. 
MISS PRISM
The good ended happily, and the bad unhappily. That is what Fiction means.

CECILY

I suppose so. But it seems very unfair. And was your novel ever published?

· I don’t like novels that end happily. This is the way people thought of novels. This is also a kind of satire of the novels at that time, melodrama. Miss Prism tells Cecily that she did not publish her novel because the novel was ignored. 
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Enter CANON CHASUBLE.

CHASUBLE

And how are we this morning? Miss Prism, you are, I trust, well?

CECILY

Miss Prism has just been complaining of a slight headache. I think it would do her so much good to have a short stroll with you in the Park, Dr. Chasuble.

· We meet Dr. Chasuble and see that they have a kind of feeling for each other through the dialogue between them. He uses we when he says how are we, not how are you. This indicates a kind of friendship between him and Miss Prism. He also uses certain figures of speech while talking to her. He asks Cecily about her lessons 

CHASUBLE

That is strange. Were I fortunate enough to be Miss Prism's pupil, I would hang upon her lips.

(MISS PRISM glares)

I spoke metaphorically. -- My metaphor was drawn from bees. Ahem! Mr. Worthing, I suppose, has not returned from town yet?

· Critics comment on this sentence to show that Dr. Chasuble is not totally a religious person. Also this leads us to talk about the theme of religion here, and how Wilde deals with it. Starting from this point and from the point in which we see that Miss Prism is too strict in her judgments about bad people, and that she had a romantic side herself. Also we see the way this rector talks to women. This shows us another side of his behavior, or of his character. 
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Here also again he refers to Miss Prism as Egeria .I think he might be in love with her, so it might be a reference to show that he has certain feelings for this person. Also we will see that Miss Prism leaves her student to walk with him. She claims that she has a headache which is not true just to have a chance to walk with him. This shows us one of the bad characteristics of her characters, because by leaving her student, she gives a chance to Algy to talk to her as we see later in this act. She leaves her to study certain things that the aristocratic people care a bout. Of course Cecily is against all these kinds of books which aristocratic people care about. 
· When she is alone, the savant Merriman comes. Part of the servant's name indicates humor. This is considered an opposite to Jack's behavior. He is always merry but Jack is serious in the country. The servant tells her that Algy who claims to be Ernest arrives and he wants to talk to her in private. She welcomes him and we see a dialogue between her and Algy. In this dialogue there is inversion, as she takes the role of men. She does not give him the chance to propose to her, the way men should do. She tells him that she is already engaged to him three months ago which shocks him.
· Cecily wants him to look wicked, as she wants to see a wicked person. This shows us a side of her character. She is good, but she also has an immoral side, as she wants to meet wicked persons .Wicked here does not mean evil, but it may mean reckless. When Algy enters and calls her you are my little cousin, she replies I am not little. 
ALGERNON (raising his hat)

You are my little cousin Cecily, I'm sure.

CECILY

You are under some strange mistake. I am not little. In fact, I believe I am more than usually tall for my age.

(ALGERNON is rather taken aback)

But I am your cousin Cecily. You, I see from your card, are

Uncle Jack's brother, my cousin Ernest, my wicked cousin

ALGERNON

Oh! Of course I have been rather reckless.

CECILY

I am glad to hear it
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She does not give him the chance to take the role of men. In this play we see women very fluent unlike men while talking to each other. When she asks if he is wicked and he replies I am not wicked at all, she replies "Oh, then you have been deceiving us all this time?, that would be hypocrisy." So, if he is good and pretending to be good, for her this is considered a kind of hypocrisy which refers to what we call inversion. He replies by saying that he maybe reckless and not wicked. This may be what is meant by wicked. She is glad to know that he is wicked, she should be glad to know the opposite.  
· He tries to flirt with her. He tells her that he has an appointment in London and that he wants to leave before his brother arrives, because he does not want to meet Jack. Here again they follow Wilde's style which shows us that they deal with trivial things as important, and with important things as trivial. 
CECILY

Well, I know, of course, how important it is not to keep a business engagement, if one wants to retain any sense of the beauty of life, but still I think you had better wait till Uncle Jack arrives. I know he wants to speak to you about your emigrating.

· Here, she should have said how important it is to keep a business engagement. But she gives us the opposite of would have been said. 

· Here we also meet the theme of appearance versus reality when she tells him that Jack is going to buy clothes for him. He replies he has no taste in neckties at all which shows that they care about clothes and appearance. Also, there will be reference to suitcases he carries from his house to the country just to stay for a week.
·  Again he flirts her by telling her that he prefers to stay in this world rather than immigrating to Australia or any other world, and he asks her to reform him but she replies in a comic manner, so he offers to reform himself. 

CECILY
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You are looking a little worse.

ALGERNON

That is because I am hungry.

· Again there is a reference to food. Food is a substitute of other appetites. 

CECILY
How thoughtless of me. I should have remembered that when one is going to lead an entirely new life, one requires regular and wholesome meals. Won't you come in?

ALGERNON
Thank you. Might I have a buttonhole first? I never have any appetite unless I have a buttonhole first.

· He asks for a rose, he wants a pink rose and he gives her the reason as she looks like a pink rose. 
CECILY
Miss Prism says that all good looks are a snare.

ALGERNON
They are a snare that every sensible man would like to be caught in.

CECILY
Oh, I don't think I would care to catch a sensible man. I shouldn't know what to talk to him about.

· Here we see that Cecily cares about to appearance. Here we know that, according to Miss prism, appearance is bad. But here we know that he cares about appearance, and we also know that she is looking for trivial things. She cares only about trivial things. 

Here we see Miss Prism talking to Dr Chasuble. 

MISS PRISM
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You are too much alone, dear Dr. Chasuble. You should get married. A misanthrope I can understand -- a woman thrope, never!

· Here she shows us that she is interested in marrying him. At first she tells him that he should get married, and then she says that single men may attract or seduce women more than married men, then she offers him to marry, not only any girl ,but she wants him to marry a woman who is mature. 

CHASUBLE

But is a man not equally attractive when married?

MISS PRISM
No married man is ever attractive except to his wife.

CHASUBLE

And often, I've been told, not even to her.

MISS PRISM
That depends on the intellectual sympathies of the woman.

Maturity can always be depended on. Ripeness can be trusted.

Young women are green.

· Here she is referring to herself; this is a reference to marriage. This is the way that society saw marriage. They saw marriage as an end to romance and love. Here also we see her echoing his words when she uses one of the metaphors drawn from food.
· We see Jack entering to tell them that his brother died, and this shows us that Jack lies even to the people whom he knows, and who love him. He lies to every one. This is true that this is one of the difference between Jack and Algy because when Algy loves, his lies don’t show him as evil as Jack. Because he does not know Cecily, but Jack knows these people, and these people respect and love him. Lying to them makes him more evil than Algy. He talks about the death of his brother in France. We see Miss Prism's comment.
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MISS PRISM
What a lesson for him! I trust he will profit by it.

· Of course, this is not sense because no one is going to learn anything after his death. We see here the difference between Miss Prism and Dr Chasuble. He sympathizes with Jack; on the contrary, Miss Prism is against this brother always. She has no charity which leads Dr Chasuble to utter these words.
CHASUBLE (raising his hand)

Charity, dear Miss Prism, charity! None of us are perfect. I myself am peculiarly susceptible to draughts. Will the interment take place here?

· Here also we see Wilde's point of view about religion. He attacks religion. He refers to this through Chasuble's words. 

CHAUSBLE 
My sermon on the meaning of the manna in the wilderness can be adapted to almost any occasion, joyful, or, as in the present case, distressing.

(All sigh)

I have preached it at harvest celebrations, christenings, confirmations, on days of humiliation and festal days. The last time I delivered it was in the Cathedral, as a charity sermon on behalf of the Society for the Prevention of Discontent among the Upper Orders. The Bishop, who was present, was much struck by some of the analogies I drew.

· The manna is a kind of food provided by God for Israeli people during their years in this wilderness. It is one sermon he knows and this sermon can be adapted to any occasion. This is a kind of satire of religious people at that time. This is a also a kind of satire of the upper class people which shows us that they used to make too many festivals. 

·  Wide here is making fun of the charitable institutions which appeared in the second half of the nineteenth century. 
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· Wilde's point of view is expressed trough Jack's words about christening. Christening is to give someone, especially a child, a name through baptism. Here, Jack talks about this in a comic manner, as he wants to be christened to be given the name Ernest. Of course, he is not a baby. He is an adult. He talks about this in a comic manner. He does not care much about christening, but he cares only about being given the name of Ernest to suit his beloved Gwendolen. 
MISS PRISM
It is, I regret to say, one of the Rector's most constant duties in this parish. I have often spoken to the poorer classes on the subject. But they don't seem to know what thrift is.

· Here also there is a reference to class division, and class boundaries. We found one of these references in the way Miss Prism talks to Cecily when Cecily was watering flowers. She thinks that poor people bring too many babies, and this makes the rector busy and that she is against this. 
CHASUBLE

But is there any particular infant in whom you are interested, Mr. Worthing? Your brother was, I believe, unmarried, was he not?

· At first Dr chasuble thinks that Jack wants to baptize one of the infant, and then he knows that it is Jack himself who wants to be christened, claiming that he does not remember that he had been christened before. He asks Dr. Chasuble if it is not allowed for men, but he tells him that it is allowed for men. 

CHASUBLE

Not at all. The sprinkling, and, indeed, the immersion of adults is a perfectly canonical practice.

JACK

Immersion!
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CHASUBLE

You need have no apprehensions. Sprinkling is all that is necessary, or indeed I think advisable. Our weather is so changeable. At what hour would you wish the ceremony performed?

JACK

Oh, I might trot round about five if that would suit you.

· Immersion means to put him in the water. When Jack hears about immersion, he does not accept it. This also shows us that he does not care about religion. He deals with religion without respect. Chasuble's reply shows us that he obeys his master Jack more than anything else.  This might be a reference to politics as religious men follow their masters. "trot" here means walk fast. This means that he wants the thing to be done quickly which again shows low respect for religion. 
· He tells him that he will baptize other infants at the same time and of course Jack is against this idea, so he tells him another time to come in. 
· When Cecily arrives she tells him that she has a surprise for him and this surprise appears to be Algy. She tells him that his brother is not dead.  At first he denies that he has a brother at all, and then she brings Algy to him. The confrontation between them before people is so difficult because he cannot deny in front of people that he does not have a brother at all. That is why he talks to him although not in a nice way but Cecily forces him to shake hands with him, and they all leave except Jack and Algy. At that time, he starts insulting him 
JACK

You young scoundrel, Algy, you must get out of this place as soon as possible. I don't allow any Bunburying here.

· We see that Algy cares about appearance only. The servant comes to tell us that Algy brought luggage to stay here for a week. He brought suitcases full of clothes which show us that he cares for appearance. 

ALGERNON
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I am afraid I can't stay more than a week this time.

· He has all these suitcases and he cannot stay more than a week. So, this is appearance. Jack wants him to leave and he insists that he will not leave unless Jack changes his clothes which does not look good. 

· We also see here the fiction counter by fiction. Here, Jack is giving us a kind of fiction, or a fictional story. He has not brother, and no one died for him, but he comes telling us this fiction, and when he asks Algy to leave, Algy meets him with another fiction, he talks about appearance and about being ridiculous to leave a friend while he is in such state of mourning; as it is not good to leave your friend while he is in a very sad state of mind. 

JACK

Well, at any rate, that is better than being always overdressed as you are.

ALGERNON

If I am occasionally a little over-dressed, I make up for it by being always immensely over-educated.

· Here also is another reference to Algy's interest in appearance. This is the style of the dandy as he uses epigrams, he counters everything, he is educated, he cares about appearance and style more than anything else, and he does not care about serious things. 

ALGERNON

I think it has been a great success. I'm in love with Cecily, and that is everything.

(Enter CECILY at the back of the garden. She picks up the can and begins to water the flowers)

But I must see her before I go, and make arrangements for another Bunbury. Ah, there she is.
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Here, we get the information that Algy is now in love with Cecily and he wants to marry her. And you will see also another side of Jack's character. We see him as the serious person who wants to protect his family against strangers. When he leaves to change his clothes, this gives Algy the chance to meet Cecily again and to tell her that he loves her. He is shocked to know that she is engaged to him already for three months. Here again they use the comic style of talking about things, of inverting things. 
CECILY

It is always painful to part from people whom one has known for a very brief space of time. The absence of old friends one can endure with equanimity. But even a momentary separation from anyone to whom one has just been introduced is almost unbearable.

· Of course the opposite is true. But this is the style of Oscar Wilde throughout this play. Here we see Cecily who likes appearance and who likes to be praised. 
CECILY

I think your frankness does you great credit, Ernest. If you will allow me, I will copy your remarks into my diary.

(Goes over to table and begins writing in diary)

· Here again there is a reference to the diary and to books, to melodramatic novels which used to appear at that time. When he asks to see her diary, she replies:  
CECILY

Oh no.

(Puts her hand over it)

You see, it is simply a very young girl's record of her own thoughts and impressions, and consequently meant for publication. When it appears in volume form I hope you will order a copy. But pray, Ernest, don't stop. I delight in taking down from dictation. I have reached 'absolute perfection'. You can go on. I am quite ready for more.
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· She asks him to go on in flirting her and saying good words to her. When he stammers she asks him to be fluent. 

CECILY

Oh, don't cough, Ernest. When one is dictating one should speak fluently and not cough. Besides, I don't know how to spell a cough.

· So, he starts to speak to her fluently, he starts praising her. 

ALGERNON (speaking very rapidly)

Cecily, ever since I first looked upon your wonderful and incomparable beauty, I have dared to love you wildly, passionately, devotedly, hopelessly.

CECILY

I don't think that you should tell me that you love me wildly, passionately, devotedly, hopelessly. Hopelessly doesn't seem to make much sense, does it?

· She is against the word hopelessly because it does not seem to make much sense. She cares only about appearance. She tells him about the date of their being engaged, she is engaged to him since Uncle Jack told her that he has a brother. She kept talking about him to Miss Prism and this made her to fall in love with him. She is a fanciful girl who invents her own stories and lives in them. She does not only admit that she is engaged to him but she has the letters that show that she did everything according to her imagination. She tells him that the letters he wrote for her are so good especially those written after she broke of with him, and she tells him that no engagement can be serious without being broken off, that is why she did it. The letters he wrote to her were good but what she cares for is the spelling. The spelling in these letters was not correct, so here again we see that she cares about appearance.  

CECILY

Oh, I couldn't possibly. They would make you far too conceited.

(Replaces box)
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The three you wrote me after I had broken of the engagement are so beautiful, and so badly spelled, that even now I can hardly read them without crying a little.

· Now Cecily moves to being similar to the character of Gwendolen when she cares about the name. 

CECILY

You must not laugh at me, darling, but it had always been a girlish dream of mine to love some one whose name was Ernest.

(ALGERNON rises, CECILY also)

There is something in that name that seems to inspire absolute confidence. I pity any poor married woman whose husband is not called Ernest

· This echoes Gwendolyn's words and her behavior. The parallel words are a kind of technique used here in this play. Here we see Cecily echoes Gwendolen's words and he himself also echoes Jack's behavior when he wanted to be christened. He asks her what if his name was not Ernest. This is a kind of echo of the dialogue between Gwendolen and Jack. He tells him the name of Algy , but she tells him that she cares only about the name of Ernest. She refers to religious people at that time when she talks about Dr. Chasuble.
CECILY

Oh, yes. Dr. Chasuble is a most learned man. He has never written a single book, so you can imagine how much he knows.

ALGERNON

I must see him at once on a most important christening – I mean on most important business.

· Of course she means the opposite. This is a kind of satire of books and of literary criticism at that time, because those who know nothing write books and those who know many things do not write books.
CECILY

What an impetuous boy he is! I like his hair so much. I must enter his proposal in my diary
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· We see her talking about Algy's appearance. Here is also a reference to diaries and books. 
Gwendolen arrives. She starts talking to Cecily.

CECILY

Miss Fairfax! I suppose one of the many good elderly women who are associated with Uncle Jack in some of his philanthropic work in London. I don't quite like women who are interested in philanthropic work. I think it is so forward of them.

· Before she arrives Cecily thinks that she is one of the women Jack deals with, who care for benevolent works, and she is against this. 
GWENDOLEN

Cecily Cardew?

(Moving to her and shaking hands)

What a very sweet name! Something tells me that we are going to be great friends. I like you already more than I can say. My first impressions of people are never wrong.

· We see part of Gwendolyn's self conceit. This is a sign of her character. As we will see, her first impression will be wrong. She is jealous of Cecily. This is one of her characteristics also. 

GWENDOLEN

Outside the family circle, papa, I am glad to say, is entirely unknown. I think that is quite as it should be. The home seems to me to be the proper sphere for the man. And certainly once a man begins to neglect his domestic duties he becomes painfully effeminate, does he not? And I don't like that. It makes men so very attractive. Cecily, mamma, whose views on education are remarkably strict, has brought me up to be extremely short-sighted; it is part of her system; so do you mind my looking at you through my glasses?
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This shows inversion again because her mother is known outside the house, but her father is not which is against what is used to be in that society. The man takes care about domestic duties and the woman takes care of manly works. 

GWENDOLEN
You were -- well, just a little older than you seem to be - and not quite so very alluring in appearance. In fact, if I may speak candidly --

CECILY

Pray do! I think that whenever one has anything unpleasant to say, one should always be quite candid
· This part shows us that she is jealous. She wants Cecily to look little older. Candid here means frank. Here there is a kind of inversion as she means the opposite, because if you are saying unpleasant things, you should not be frank. 

GWENDOLEN

Well, to speak with perfect candour, Cecily, I wish that you were fully forty-two, and more than usually plain for your age. Ernest has a strong upright nature. He is the very soul of truth and honour. Disloyalty would be as impossible to him as deception. But even men of the noblest possible moral character are extremely susceptible to the influence of the physical charms of others. Modern, no less than Ancient History, supplies us with many most painful examples of what I refer to. If it were not so, indeed, History would be quite unreadable.

· Of course here we know that Jack is the opposite of this description which makes this a kind of irony. The audience knows something which the character doesn’t know. Gwendolen knows that she and Cecily are engaged to the same person. At first, she wanted her to be her sister, but when both of them know that they are engaged to the same person, they insult each other and they start to talk to each other in an impolite way. 
GWENDOLEN (examines diary through her lorgnette carefully)

It is certainly very curious, for he asked me to be his wife yesterday afternoon at 5.30. If you would care to verify the incident, pray do so.

(Produces diary of her own)
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I never travel without my diary. One should always have something sensational to read in the train. I am so sorry, dear Cecily, if it is any disappointment to you, but I am afraid I have the prior claim.

· Ernest proposed to you exactly ten minutes a go but he proposed to me yesterday, so he is mine not yours. But Cecily replies that maybe he has changed his mind, and then she replies I will protect him against any kind of being entrapped into any foolish promise. They start this kind of insult to each other before the servant arrives. Here is one of the insults when Cecily says that:  
CECILY

Do you suggest, Miss Fairfax, that I entrapped Ernest into an engagement? How dare you? This is no time for wearing the shallow mask of manners. When I see a spade I call it a spade.

GWENDOLEN (satirically)

I am glad to say that I have never seen a spade. It is obvious that our social spheres have been widely different

· Gwendolen says I am aristocratic, I don’t know what is meant by a spade as I have never seen it. This is a kind of insult to Cecily.
· Now Merriman, the servant enters with tea, they behave in different way before him. Again this is a reference to class boundaries. Servants at that time used to know every thing without commenting on what is going on. On the contrary, they listen, watch, and know only. Here also we see the upper class people behaving in a polite way although they maybe rude, but they care for appearance. So she starts to change the subject. 
GWENDOLEN

Are there many interesting walks in the vicinity, Miss Cardew?

CECILY
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Oh! Yes! A great many. From the top of one of the hills quite close one can see five counties

GWENDOLEN

Five counties! I don't think I should like that; I hate crowds.

CECILY (sweetly)

I suppose that is why you live in town?

GWENDOLEN bites her lip, and beats her foot nervously with her parasol.

· Vicinity means neighborhood.  Cecily says that if you hate crowds, who do you leave in a city. So, here we see Gwendolen's reactions as she tries to control herself in front of the servant. 

GWENDOLEN

I had no idea there were any flowers in the country.

CECILY

Oh, flowers are as common here, Miss Fairfax, as people are in London.

GWENDOLEN

Personally I cannot understand how anybody manages to exist in the country, if anybody who is anybody does. The country always bores me to death.

· Again this is a kind of satiric reply. Cecily offers her tea. Gwendolen asks for no sugar and no bread and butter, because sugar is not fashionable any more and also because cake is rarely seen at the best houses nowadays. Both of these things are insult to Cecily which means that she does not belong to the aristocratic people. Cecily replies by putting too much sugar and by putting in her plate. While taking her tea, she discovers that it is full of sugar and they start insulting each other again when the servant leaves. 
GWENDOLEN

From the moment I saw you I distrusted you. I felt that you were false and deceitful. I am never deceived in such matters. My first impressions of people are invariably right.


· At first she said similar words, and now she repeats her words in a comic way. Of course she does not mean her words to be comic, but it is a comic because we know that she is wrong. 

CECILY

It seems to me, Miss Fairfax that I am trespassing on your valuable time. No doubt you have many other calls of a similar character to make in the neighborhood.

· This is an insult for Gwendolen. She means that you must go and claim that you are engaged to other people. Here Cecily is insulting her by telling her this is my fiancé, I am engaged to him but you are here to claim that he is yours. Maybe you need to go to other places claiming the same. 
· At that time, Jack arrives and Gwendolen discovers that his name is Jack and that she is engaged to a one whose names is Jack. Also Algy arrives and Cecily discovers that she is engaged to someone who is called Algy. Both girls decide to go in the house.

·  We see the two men fighting in a kind of comic quarrel about food. We see Algy, when they leave, cares only for the muffin. They tell each other that they will put an end to their double character. 
· Here also we see part of Jack's character in which he hates telling the truth. 
JACK (slowly and hesitatingly)

Gwendolen -- Cecily -- it is very painful for me to be forced to speak the truth. It is the first time in my life that I have ever been reduced to such a painful position, and I am really quite inexperienced in doing anything of the kind.

However, I will tell you quite frankly that I have no brother Ernest. I have no brother at all. I never had a brother in my life, and I certainly have not the smallest intention of ever having one in the future.

· Although he is lying without knowing because his real name is Ernest and he does not know he has a brother. This is a kind of irony also. Because in the first time he thinks that he is telling the truth, he is lying. 
· He thinks that this is the first time he is telling the truth as he says that he has no brother, he does not know that he has a brother. He says that his name is not Ernest, but he does not know that his name is Ernest. But actually his name will appear to be Ernest and he already has a brother. We will know this in act three. 

· Jack and Algy start telling each other that this situation puts and end to their double life, and then they start discussing their love stories, that this one should not say that he loves Cecily, and this one should not say that he loves Gwendolen. This shows us a part of Jack's responsibility also, as he wants to protect his ward.
·  The fight moves to be about food and  who should eat, and why Algy always cares that much  food if  they are in that horrible trouble, why he seems to eat as if he is perfectly heartless. Then Jack himself starts eating and the situation ends in that way. Both of them care only about food, because as we said before food represents other appetites. 



Act Two








The Importance of Being Earnest 


Oscar Wilde
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