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The writer of the play {Oscar Wilde}: 
      Oscar Wilde was born in Dublin on October 16th 1854. He was educated at Trinity College in Dublin, and then he moved to oxford before settling in London.  At that time, he developed a set of attitudes and postures for which he would eventually  وقال انه في نهاية المطاف become famous. Chief among these were his flamboyant style of dress, ومن أهم هذه  الصفات أن لباسة كان ذا أسلوب متوهج غريب   his contempt for conventional values, واحتقاره للقيم التقليدية  and his belief in aestheticism - a movement that embraced the principle of art for the sake of beauty and beauty alone. واعتقاده في الجمالية -- وهي الحركة التي تبنت مبدأ الفن من أجل الجمال والجمال وحده.
       Literary acclaim was slowبطء الإصلاح الأدبي  in coming to Wilde, but he became famous because of the way he behaved. He was celebrated chiefly as a well known personality and a wit. He may have been the first person ever to become famous for being famous. During the late 1880s, he wrote reviews, edited a woman's magazine, and published a volume of poetry and one of children's stories. His only novel The  Picture Of Dorian Gray appeared in 1891, and it  was attacked as scandalous and immoral.فاضح وغير أخلاقي Over the next few years, he wrote four plays, Lady Windermere's 0Fan, Ideal Husband, A Woman of No Importance, and The Importance Of Being Earnest. 

What is the Importance of Being Earnest for Wilde?
       The Importance of Being Famous is considered to be Wilde’s masterpiece, and it brought fame to him. Wilde was finally the darling of London society, a position he had striven for years to attain. The Importance of Being Earnest was a breakthrough for Wilde. It contains self parody and flippant commentary on the dramatic genre in which Wilde has already had so much success.  
How Wilde modifies and deals with the form of Victorian melodrama?
       In Wilde’s hands, the form of Victorian melodrama became something else entirely. Wilde introduced a new character to that genre, the “dandy”. The character of the dandy was heavily autobiographical for Wilde, a witty, overdressed, self-styled philosopher who speaks in epigrams and paradoxes, ridicules the hypocrisy of society’s moral arbiters, الذي يتحدث في المواعظ والمتناقضات و يسخر من النفاق الأخلاقي للمجتمع  and presents himself as trivial, shallow, and ineffectual.  تافه وسطحي وغير فعال  At the same time, such a character was essential to the resolution of the plot. ضرورية للخاتمة
       The Importance of Being Earnest is considered partly a satire, a comedy of manners, and an intellectual farce.  مسرحية هزلية ثقافية  هجاء وWilde’s father was a successful ear specialist.  His mother was an author of a volume of revolutionary poem. 

What was the effect of Oxford for Wilde?
       Wilde went to Oxford to become a famous for witty conversation. There he developed his interest in aesthetics and poetry. At Oxford was influenced by John Ruskin. He moved from Oxford to London. He achieved a quick fame as a witty person welcomed in society. 
     He preached the doctrines of aestheticism, بشر بمذاهب جمالية stressing the need to follow beauty. ، مشددا على ضرورة أن يتبع الجمال His clothes added to public interest in him. His being a model for a character gave him a widespread publicity from London to the United States. دعاية واسعة النطاق من لندن إلى الولايات المتحدة He went there on a lecture tour in 1882 at the age of 26. He had nothing to declare but his genius.
      Wilde's plays treat theme of ‘things are not what they seem’. The sense of fun in The Importance of Being Earnest has established it as a classic comedy. After that he wrote Salome which was banned التي حظرت because it represents sacred people, but it offers the view that the human nature is evil. Wilde shunned in England,  منبوذ في انكلترا and assumed the name of Sebastian .Wilde died at the age of 46, sad and lonely. 

      He was mainly considered one of the leaders of the aesthetic movement in England which advocated art for art's sake. التي تدعو الفن من أجل الفن That principle was the principle of the novel, The Picture Of Dorian Gray. The novel sometimes makes fun of the social hypocrisy of the English aristocracy. الرواية في بعض الأحيان تجعل من النفاق الاجتماعي متعة في الطبقة الأرستقراطية الإنكليزية
       Aestheticism resulted in the emergence of the decadent movement. أدى الذوق الجمالي في ظهور الحركة بشكل منحل It is the final product of a dying civilization, his main interest lies in the rare forms of art in the most sophisticated pleasures. According to the bourgeois it was considered an indulgence in immorality and vice. The decadent code of morals was designed to oppose everything the bourgeois said, that is why if the bourgeois followed morality, this means that the decadent movement was totally against morality.
  The Picture of Dorian Gray represents the decadence aestheticism because it emphasizes the search for strange sensations and the superiority of art over life. The English movement concentrates on the purity autonomy of art.  
      The dialogue in the importance of being earnest is an ironical representation of the drudge of the aristocratic classes and hence an important device by Wilde to achieve a comic characterization. It works as a comment on the characters themselves, because of the way they use this drudge. The comic action depends on mistaken identity.
The Plot of The Importance of Being Earnest
        Jack is the protagonist of the play. He is the guardian of Cecily, an 18 years old granddaughter of Thomas Cardew. Thomas found and adopted Jack. He gave him the name jack. Jack became the guardian of Cecily. This family lived in a village. In this village, Jack has certain responsibilities, he is the guardian of the 18 years old pretty girl, and he has his own tenants, farmers and servants. So he must behave before them as a moral person. But he wants to live his own life, so he invented a brother with whom he called Earnest. 
      He said that this brother who lives in London is an immoral person, a person who leads a scandalous life in pursuit of pleasure. That is why from time to falls into troubles, and jack goes to him to save him. This gives Jack two opportunities, number one he is seen as a responsible person who takes care of his family, it also gives him the chance to live the way he wants in London. When he comes back to the village, he behaves as the responsible moral person. 
      Jack had a friend in London called Algernon. When the play starts, jack comes to Algernon and stays in his house. Algernon did not know that Ernest has the name jack although he is his close friend. By the chance, Algernon found a cigarette case in which there was an inscription directed to uncle jack by little Cecily. Algernon starts to ask him about this cigarette case. He gets the information from him that his real name is Jack, and he tells him the real story that Cecily is his ward and that he is her guardian. He intends to put an end to the character that he invented because Cecily began to be interested in Ernest.  That is why he decided to put an end to that type of life especially that he himself fell in love with Algernon's cousin called Gwendolyn.
     The way Jack speaks about Cecily catches Algernon’s attention and makes him more interested to know her. At the same time, Algernon invented another character which he called Bunbury. This name is given to a friend for him who is always sick and about to die, and he goes to save him. This gives him also the chance to live as an immoral life without being known as an immoral person. 
       Jack had the chance to talk to Gwendolyn. He told her that he loves her and that he wants to marry her, and she told him that she also loves him, but she tells him that she loves him mainly because his name is Ernest. At that time, Jack talked to Gwendolyn's mother. She asks him about how much money he has, and then she asks him about his parents. When she knows that he does not know his parents, she decides to stop that marriage. 
        In act two, Algernon goes to jack's village pretending that he is his brother Ernest. He stays with Cecily and tells her that he loves her; she tells him that she loves him mainly because his name is Ernest. Jack returns to his village and discovers that his friend is pretending to be Ernest. Jack wanted to tell them that his brother is dead, but he was shocked to find his friend there telling them that he is the brother. So, Jack could not stop him, and he had to go with the game. 
        After a while, Gwendolyn arrives and meets Cecily, and both of them fight because both of them think that they love the same person. Later when the two men arrive, they know that the two men are different and that both of them don’t have the name Ernest. The two girls leave to the house, the two men follow them and they tell them that they decided to change their names to be given the name Ernest.
       At that time, lady Bracknell arrives. She is informed that Algernon wants to marry Cecily. At first she refuses, and then she knows that Cecily is a very rich girl, so she agrees. When Jack tells here that he is a guardian and that he will not allow that marriage unless she accepts him as a husband for her daughter, she refuses and decides to leave. Before leaving, Dr. Chasuble arrives and to mentions the name of Miss Prism, Cecily’s governess. When Lady Bracknell hears that name, she asks to see her. We discover that jack is Algernon’s elder brother and that his real name is Ernest. The play ends happily, allow the two couples to marry.
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