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Drama 1
                             

There are four major characters:
· Antonio

· Bassanio

· Portia

· Shylock 

Antonio and Bassanio and Portia are Christianمسيحي. Shylock is a Jewيهودي. These are the four major charactersالشخصيات الرئيسة that play major role دور رئيسىin drama. 



    Antonio is the merchantتاجر of Venice. Shylock is also a merchant. There are differences اختلافاتbetween Antonio and Shylock. Both are money lendersيقرض المال. Antonio lends money without charging interestsيقرض فلوس دون اخذ فوائد. On the other hand من ناحية أخرىShylock lends moneys with heavy interestsيأخذ فوائد- يسلف بالربا- مرابي. The second difference between Antonio and Shylock is that Antonio is a Christian while Shylock is a Jew. Bassanio is the hero بطلand Portia is the heroine بطلةof the drama. 
The story starts when Antonio is asked by Bassanio to lend him three thousand ducats for three months. القصة تبدأ عندما يسأل البطل صديقه أن يقرضه ثلاث ألاف لمدة ثلاث شهورBassanio wants to marry Portia. He loves Portia. She lives in Belmont. Bassanio wants to go to Belmont to propose يريد أن يذهب إلى بيلمونت ليخطب بورشياto Portia. He can not marry her. She is fixed مرتبط بby the choosing of the casketsالاختيار بين الصناديق. Her father died. He left a will ترك وصيةthat Portia should marry according to a lordly systemنظام ملكي. There are three caskets, صناديقone is made of gold,الذهب other is made of silverالفضة, and the other is made of leadالرصاص.  One casket contains احدي الصناديق يحوى صورة بورشياthe picture of Portia. However the person who chooses the right basket can marry Portiaلن يتزوجها إلا من يختار الصندوق الصحيح الذي يحوى صورتها. Before Bassanio reaches to Belmont, there are so many suitorsخطاب who came to woo يخطبPortia. One of her suitorsخطاب is the prince of Moroccoملك المغرب. Another suitorخطيب is the prince of Aragon.  He fails فشلto choose the right casket. He is refused رفضتهby Portia.   They choose the wrong casket. They can not choose the right casket. They can not select يختارthe casket that contains Portia's picture. 
Bassanio is in debtمديون. He does not have money to go from Venice to Belmont. So, he goes for Antonio for three thousands ducats. When he goes Antonio, this time, Antonio does not have ready moneyلم يكب معه مال ليقرضه. He is a big merchant of money, but he has invested استثمر أموالهall his money. All his ships are on the seaوضع كل ماله في تجارة و كانت السفن كلها في البحر. So Antonio is unable غير قادر علىto give Bassanio the money he wants. Antonio and Bassanio are close friendsأصدقاء مقربين. So, Antonio has to help Bassanio to go to Belmont to woo يخطبPortia. 
Here, Antonio goes to Shylock for a loanقرض. There is some antagonism- animosityعداوة between Antonio who is Christian and Shylock who is a Jew- the animosity between the two religionsعداوة بين الديانة المسيحية و الديانة اليهودية. When Antonio comes to Shylock, Antonio rebukes يوبخhim. Shylock is so much disturbedمنزعج.  Shylock hates Antonio not only for his Christianity but also because he lends money for people without taking interestsلا يأخذ فوائد. Antonio asks Shylock for three thousand ducats for three months to give it to Bassanio.طلب من شايلوك أن يقرضه المبلغ ليعطيه الى صديقه 
 Shylock is ready to give Antonio the money for three months. He does not charge any interestعلى استعداد أن يقرضه- لم يطلب منه فوائد. Rather he insists أصر that if Antonio fails to return the money in three monthsإذا فشل أن يعيد المال في الفترة المحددة, Shylock is going to cut a pound of flesh from Antonio's chest. He has to sign a bond. وافق على إعطائه المال بشرط انه إذا لم يرد المبلغ خلال ثلاث شهور سوف يقوم بقطع جزء من لحمه 
Portia's marriage can not be done by her own choiceزواجها ليس من اختيارها. It can be done by a lordly systemنظام ملكى. The prince of Morocco chose gold casket-the wrong casket. Prince of Argon chose the silver casket, which was also wrong. The system says that Portia can only marry the suitor who chooses the right casket.لن تتزوج إلا من يختار الصندوق الصحيح Bassanio chose the right casket- the lead casketالصندوق الصحيح المصنوع من الرصاص. Bassanio loves Portia and she loves him but she is not free to marry him. Her father asked her to promise طلب منها وعدhim to choose the right person to marry who chooses the right casket. Bassanio goes to Belmont and chooses the right casket. They are going to marry each other.

        On the other hand, Antonio lost all his ships in the seaفقد كل السفن. He lost all the money he has invested استثمرin the ships. Three months have passedمرت ثلاث شهور. Antonio has no money to repay يعيد القرضShylock's loan back. 
        Bassanio gets a letter that Antonio is in a hard situation. Shylock is going to go for the court المحكمةof Venice for justiceطلبا للعدالة.  As Antonio has not paid him the three thousand ducats back in three months, so, he has the right to cut a pound of flesh from Antonio's body. 

    The Duke of Venice has to give justice to Antonio and Shylock. Bassanio is he reason for this problem in which Antonio' s. his life is in dangerخطر. 

Portia asks Bassanio to give the money that he lends back to Antonio to give it back to Shylock even if he has to make it double or tripleيعطيه الضعف أو ثلاث أضعاف. Shylock is not ready to take the money. He sticks تمسكto his right of justiceحقه فى العدالة. He wants a pound of flesh جزء من لحمهfrom Antonio's chestصدر.  He insists on اصرعلىjustice.
       Portia disguises تخفتas lawyer محامىand goes to the court المحكمةof the Duke of Venice. Nerissa, her maid  خادمةgoes with Portia as the clerkموظف of the lawyer.  Portia asks Shylock to show some mercy on Antonio. But Shylock is reluctant. He only wants justiceيظهر رحمة.  He wants to revengeينتقم. Portia e gives so many speechesأحاديث on the point of forgivenessالسماح, but Shylock does not feel any of these words. Portia says that Shylock has to cut his pound of flesh from Antonio's chest but has no right to shed a drop ليس من حقه أن يريق و لا نقطة دم of his blood. Shylock becomes nervous because it is impossible for him to cut the flesh without shedding any blood. She tells him that he has to cut only a pound of flesh, neither too much, nor too less. It should be an exact poundرطل من اللحم بالضبط- ليس اقل و لا اكثر. This is quite impossible for him to cut exactly a pound of flesh without shedding any blood. Shylock agrees to take the money. 

Portia wants to go back to Belmont. Bassanio wants to give gratitudeيظهر امتنانه, respect for her- in disguiseمتخفى as the lawyer. He wants to give her money as she saves Antonio's life. She says that he does not want any money. Rather, she wants Bassanio's ring- طلبت من خاتم الزواج الذي أعطته لهwhich she herself gave him when they get married- she asked him not to part awayلا يفرط في الخاتم from this ring. He gives her the ring as she insists on يصرit. He is reluctant كاره- رغما عنهto give her the ring as it was a giftهدية from his wife.  Portia- in disguise as a lawyer receives the ring and goes back to Belmont.

Bassanio goes back to Belmont. He tells Portia that he gives the ring that she gave him when getting married to the lawyer who saved Antonio's life.  
After sometime, she brings the ring and gives it to Bassanio. Bassanio recognizes that it is the same ring. She tells him the story- that she goes in disguise as a lawyer to Venice to save Antonio's life. 
 Lorenzo is in love of Jessica- the daughter of Shylock. Jessica never likes to live with her father. Jessica is a Jew. Lorenzo is Christian. She marries him without any fear. 
We have two types of marriage: the marriage between Portia and Bassanio- and the marriage between Jessica and Lorenzo. 

Bassanio and Portia love each other. They can not marry each other. Bassanio has to go through the lordly system. If he fails to choose the right casket he will not marry Portia. She has to stick يلتزم بto the lordly system given to her by her father. Although her father is dead, Portia wants to keep the promise يحفظ الوعدshe gave to her father.

On the other hand, Jessica elopes تهرب- runs away from the house to marry Lorenzo.  


 
Gratiano, Solanio, Salarino, Salerio are the friends of Bassanio and Antonio . 
Lorenzo is in love with Jessica = Shylock's daughter. 

Launcelot Gobbo= Shylock's servant 

Nerissa – Portia's waiting-maid الخادمة
Leonardo - servant to Bassanio 

Duke of Venice - suitorخاطب to Portia 

Prince of Morocco – suitor to Portia 

Prince of Aragon – suitor to Portia 


:
· Venice

· Portia's house in Belmont

The play ends happily. So, we can say that it is a comedy. There are some tragic elements. So, we can call it- tragicomedy. There are some elements of sad nature like the uncertainty عدم التأكدof Antonio's life. 
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