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In A Midsummer Night’s Dream: concentrate on the drama itself.
·  For example: what is the name of the play-within-the play in A Midsummer Night’s Dream? 
A-(Thisbe and Pyramus) B-(The Murder of Gonzago) 
· Some rules on how to answer the questions in the exam:
1- Quotations: suppose this is the line you have to comment on: 
“THESEUS 

Now, fair Hippolyta, our nuptial hour
Draws on apace; four happy days bring in
Another moon: but, O, methinks, how slow
This old moon wanes! she lingers my desires,
Like to a step-dame or a dowager
Long withering out a young man revenue.

· These lines are taken from the drama A Midsummer Night’s Dream written by Shakespeare Act I, Scene I. Here King Theseus is talking about his marriage. This is in the first paragraph
· In the second paragraph, mention the meaning of the paragraph. King Theseus is announcing his marriage that will be on the new moon day. He is saying that the old moon is disappearing very slowly and he is waiting for the new moon that will be after four days. Theseus is comparing the old moon to a stepmother or a dowager, and this old moon lingers his desire. If the passage is wrong you can write the meaning in two paragraphs. 
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In the last paragraph, give the critical analysis of what the paragraph is about and what is its importance. In these lines we see that King Theseus is eagerly waiting for the new moon day so that he can be able to get married. Show your opinion of the paragraph or what you have understood. So, the answer should be in three paragraphs minimum. You must conclude your answers by your own words. 
What do you get about Hamlet’s personality?

· In the first paragraph, you must mention who is Hamlet and who has written the play Hamlet. Speak about the origin of the play. 
· In the second paragraph, talk about the personality of Hamlet giving your information: his tragic flaw was that he was a sentimental dreamer, he is the victim of ambition, he is the victim of excessive melancholy, and he is a poet and a philosopher. Cite examples from the text itself. You can also give information on the critics and their opinions. At the end of the paragraph write your final conclusion after going through all critics and information “We can say that there is tragic flaw in Hamlet …” Analyze the result giving the closing point; for example “if Hamlet had killed his uncle in the beginning of the drama he wouldn’t have behaved in such a way in the drama. Definitely, there is some flaw in Hamlet and for his procrastination and impulses the critics have given their opinions…” 
“Frailty, thy name is woman”:
· Write that the line is taken from Hamlet written by Shakespeare. Here, the meaning of this is that women are the embodiment of weakness. Hamlet is analyzing the theory that all women have the same type of weakness. After giving the meaning of the paragraph say: “The importance of this quotation is that we see Hamlet’s opinion about women.” Whatever Hamlet has said about women, this is his general opinion. After that give your final opinion. 
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In the line in which Hamlet compares his mother to Niobe, show what figure he used. 

· The theme of A Midsummer Night’s Dream is order, disorder and order. There are disturbances in the normalcy and its restoration, or discord and accord contrast. The drama starts with order, and in the middle of the drama there comes disorder, and again we see the drama has been restored in order. This discord and accord (quite and harmony) is the theme of the drama. We see two worlds, Athens and the forest. In Athens we see order and in the forest we see disorder. In Athens we see day, and in the forest we see night. In Athens we see normality, and in the forest we see abnormality. When the drama shifts from Athens to the woods we find disorder in the woods. When Theseus gives orders to Hermia that she should follow her father’s orders or be ready for death or leading the life of a nun, Hermia and Lysander decide to elope. On the other hand, the Athenian workmen who have to rehearse their play-within-a play go to the woods to find none of them know about the other. 
· Hermia elopes so that she can challenge the order of her father; she revolts against the order of Athens. In Athens we can see that the father, who is the head of the family, has the absolute right and he can choose his son in law. This basically suits the Elizabethan way of life. 
EGEUS
I beg the ancient privilege of Athens,
As she is mine, I may dispose of her:
Which shall be either to this gentleman
Or to her death, according to our law
Immediately provided in that case.
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This shows the rules in Athens. Fathers had some absolute right over their children. Here, Egeus is saying that according to Athens’s rules Hermia is his and he can dispose of her; it is not her duty to choose according to her desire. In the drama we find that if the rule is not followed there is a conflict; Egeus reaches to the king and he passes his judgment. This shows that kings had power over people of their countries. But when Hermia and Lysander elope to the woods, this shows the revolt against the established order; this revolt and elopement symbolizes the disorder. Here we can see that Egeus tries to restore the accepted norms and he gets help from the king for justice. Again the disorder is followed by Demetrius who is followed by Helena. Again the discord is created by the following of Demetrius and Helena. In the woods we see some dreamlike atmosphere; we see the fairy that the fairy king and queen are not in a happy mood due to the stolen boy problem. Titania the fairy queen makes the boy her page, whereas Oberon wants to make the boy his page; on this simple question they quarrel, and their quarrel creates a lot of problems. Their problems cause unnaturalness; there is so much heat in summer, cloudy skies, and overflow of water. We see jealousy in the fairy world or the supernatural element. We as human beings and mortals cannot see the fairies and we cannot watch their actions; on the other hand, the fairies can watch us and listen to our voices. So, the disorder is found in the fairy world itself when Oberon uses the love juice on Titania’s eyes and she falls in love with Bottom the Athenian workman. We also find disorder in the love of Lysander to Helena. Again, we find disorder in the mechanical characters because Puck the fairy has the power to change the shape of other persons. The fairy king and queen also have the power to correct and bring the normal activities. Again, whatever the disorder in the drama, order has been restored by the intervention of the supernatural element; the confusion and the contradictions are all brought back into normal by the supernatural intervention. 
· When the lovers wake up from their confusion and what they have experienced in the night, Titania recovers from her love with Bottom. All discords end in concord; order is again established and the lovers return to the city happily married. 
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The beginning of disorder: in the first act, the first scene, we see King Theseus who has recently defeated the Amazons and captured their queen Hippolyta, and after sometime he falls in love with her, then he announces his marriage to Hippolyta. Here we see the king has balance and order; we also see him a powerful king. And when he was announcing his marriage, we see Egeus comes to him and complains against his daughter Hermia who is not ready to get married to Demetrius because she loves Lysander. When the king listens to the words of Egeus he orders Hermia to follow her father’s order or be ready for death or living the life of a nun; there are two options for Hermia. Here Hermia returns to Lysander and she cannot marry Demetrius, so she plans to elope and run away from Athens. This elopement is what leads to disorder; revolting against her father’s orders and against the king is also disorder. The disorder also starts with the mechanical characters when Bottom has to play the role of Pyramus and he was transformed into a monster. The next disorder is with Titania after Oberon pours the love juice into her eyes and she falls in love with Bottom. The second disorder we see with Hermia and Lysander is when Puck mistakes Lysander to be Demetrius and pours the love juice into his eyes. The three disorders we see are in the mechanical character Bottom who has to play the role of Pyramus but has been transformed into a monster by Puck and falls in love with Titania, the two pairs of lovers, and the fairy world. When the other mechanical characters see that Bottom has been transformed into a man with the head of an ass they are frightened and afraid of him and they run away from the woods leaving Bottom alone. 
· If the question is in the exam or you give your critical analysis, the entire story should not be mentioned; rather, you write what is disorder and what is its form. Omit the unnecessary points but support your answer. 
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For example: A Midsummer Night’s Dream is a comedy where we see romantic love; we see some irrational lovers. The drama starts in Athens, it shifts to the woods where there are so many disorders (with the lovers, the mechanical characters, and the fairy world). Again, we see that disorder had been changed into order. 
· If you are asked to write about one of the characters you must write his or her role in the drama and mention your opinion of the character. 

IMP: there are two articles: 
· New Historicism analysis of the drama that focuses on the Amazons in Elizabethan culture (in Elizabethan culture we see the absolute power of fathers, but in the Amazon’s culture the mother had absolute power) (p. 92)
· Shakespearean Confines (p. 51, 54, 55) that is related to the forest, the force of the forest, how it changes and how it has healing powers. P.55 is the title of the play and characters of Robin or Puck. The character of Puck is important because he brings so many changes; he can change anyone into any shape, and can change himself to make the sound of any animal or living thing. This is a clear example of the fairy world. 
· A Midsummer Night’s Dream as a comedy: the theme, the title, the characters and the dream like atmosphere are important. 
· The role of Theseus is very short where he see him in the beginning making his royal jobs and in the end of the drama he comes to the woods and he is happy with Lysander and Demetrius; he gives orders for performing the tragical mirth that is “Thisbe and Pyramus”
· On the other hand, Egeus’s role is very short. He comes to the king and complains regarding Hermia. In the woods, we see that he is persuaded that his son in law would be Lysander. The roles of Lysander and Hermia are also so short; when they are in the woods their lives are controlled by the fairy world. 
· If we see the role of Titania, she is also under the spell of the love juice and there is some fighting and quarrel between Titania and Oberon.

· On the other hand, Oberon has so much pity on the humans that when he first listened to Helena’s words he wants to use the love juice. 
· But we see Puck who is very strange. He follows his master Oberon.

· There is the book “Shakespeare: The invention of the human” by Harold Bloom. 
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