Dr. Shahnawaze
Second Semester


Shakespeare (6)  
Third Year
· Hamlet by William Shakespeare:-
· The external difficulties: 1-Hamlet is a victim of ambition. 2-He is a victim of Oedipus complex. 3-He is a sentimental dreamer. 4-He is a victim of excessive melancholy. 
· Regarding the exam:

· For example: How to answer the quotation of “to be or not to be …”: start by writing these lines are taken from Hamlet, written by Shakespeare. Here Hamlet is speaking to himself, or soliloquizes about the existence of Man on earth. He asks himself whether he should kill himself or he should continue to live and endure the sorrows of life. The question for him is whether it would be nobler for him to undergo the mental torture. Here Hamlet means to say that life is full of misfortune and calamities. Many times we would think of killing ourselves in order to escape from the sorrows and afflictions of life. Basically, in this passage Hamlet doesn’t want to live further; to be or not to be, to exist or not to exist. 

· In the passage you have to mention in the first paragraph the speaker of the lines. Then in the second paragraph write about what is in the lines. And in the third paragraph give some comments. 

· In the drama Hamlet is impulsive but he is inactive in taking revenge. If he took revenge in the beginning of the drama the death of the other characters would not have happened. If we go to the theme of the drama we will find that the drama is based on revenge.
· Read the gravedigger scene because it is very important: we see the comic elements. We also know that Ophelia drowned herself in a pond and the gravediggers question whether the Christian burial ceremonies would be performed for Ophelia or not because she has committed suicide. Hamlet and Laertes in the beginning don’t know for whom the grave was being dug, but after sometime Hamlet came to know that the grave is for Ophelia. 

· There is also the pirate scene: Claudius is unable to kill Hamlet so he plans to send him to England. He plans to kill Hamlet by the hands of the king of England. On the way to England some pirates attack the ship of Hamlet. Fortunately, Hamlet escapes from this scene and returns back to Denmark. Here we have to mention that in Greek mythology there is help from God that comes when the hero or some important character is suffering and the character is saved; in the pirate scene Hamlet is saved and returns back to Denmark. This is the technique of the Greek era. So, the planning of killing Hamlet fails. Claudius was planning to kill Hamlet but he was unable to kill him in Denmark because of the mother and son relation and the queen loves her son so much. On the other hand, he is afraid of the people because they love Hamlet; Claudius is not so much close to the people. 
· The play within a play: “the Murder of Gonzago” is based on revenge. When the ghost appears in the drama he makes some clarification regarding the death of Hamlet’s father. Since that time, Hamlet is thinking of taking revenge. At the same time, he thinks that the ghost maybe a devil instigating him to kill his uncle. So, Hamlet plans a play within a play just to get confirmation; the play within a play is also based on revenge, which is the theme of Hamlet. The play within a play has some resemblance regarding the revenge tragedy. Hamlet calls this a play “a mouse trap” in a sense that how a mouse can be captured. This play confirms what the ghost said to Hamlet. Hamlet gave directions that the players suit their actions to the work, and the work to the actions; their work and their action should be the same, naturally and without artificiality. The players of “the mouse trap” had to do the role of what King Claudius has done with the late King. 
· The supernatural element in Hamlet: this is a quality of the Elizabethan time. It is basically used by Shakespeare. It appears in the form of the ghost that was seen twice by the two guards Marcellus and Bernardo before they decide to bring Horatio to the spot where they had seen it. Horatio is a scholar and he is skeptical about the existence of the ghost. We see in the drama that two guards have already seen the ghost, but Horatio is not inclined to believe in the existence of the ghost. Horatio says “it is but our fantasy”, these lines are spoken by Marcellus and Bernardo and they are objecting that Horatio does not believe what they had seen. Unless they see with their eyes, no one is ready to believe in the supernatural element. The supernatural element is unbelievable; however, Shakespeare has used it in many of his dramas. According to Shakespeare, it is working in our life, but we don’t believe in the existence of ghosts unless we see with our own eyes. Before the appearance of the ghost there is an atmosphere of tension and fear. When the drama Hamlet is staging and the ghost appears on stage we feel fear and wonder, here the atmosphere of fear and tension is created by the dramatist on the audience. But, our point is that this ghost is seen first by the two guards, next by Horatio who goes to Hamlet. Hamlet resolves to verify the facts, which means he also doesn’t believe the guards. He makes up his mind to visit the spot at midnight to see whether the ghost will appear or not. Hamlet also believes that the appearance of the ghost signifies some evil. When the ghost first appears it is foretelling that something bad will happen; the guards think that bad things will happen in Denmark. They are thinking on the basis that when King Hamlet was alive he was fighting with the king of Norway and King Hamlet had captured some land from him. Fortinbras the son of the Norwegian king was planning to fight with the kingdom of Denmark. So, the appearance of the ghost indicates that a bad thing will happen. When Hamlet goes to the spot the ghost speaks with Hamlet while the other guards are unable to listen to their talk. Again, the ghost appears while Hamlet is talking with his mother. The second time the ghost is only seen by Hamlet, although his mother is also there. Here the ghost instigates Hamlet again that he still hasn’t murdered Claudius. In overall, we can say that the supernatural element is a quality of Shakespearean drama. By this supernatural element Shakespeare wanted to create an atmosphere of tension and evil things that will come in the drama. However, in Hamlet, when everyone is either stilled or killed, Fortinbras was told by Horatio that such and such happened. A grand speech was given by Fortinbras to Hamlet and Hamlet’s qualities; a funeral was given by Fortinbras the son of the Norwegian king. From what we see, the appearance of the ghost in the first scene has given some bad omen. The bad things that happened were that Hamlet died and other characters also died. Before the appearance of the ghost something is not right with Hamlet. In his first soliloquy we see that Hamlet is thinking of only a simple question which is the hasty marriage of his mother. He claims that this hasty marriage reminds him that women are frail, “frailty, thy name is woman”, and he compares his father to his uncle. In this dilemma or this situation the ghost appears and gives some confirmation. Again, this confirmation was proved right by the staging of the drama “the murder of Gonzago”. 
· “Frailty, thy name is woman” means woman is the embodiment of weakness. Hamlet says this when he sees his mother married to his uncle. Before the marriage his father died; he compares his mother to Hecuba or Niobe who had her seven sons and daughters either killed or died. Niobe wept regularly over her children; Hamlet’s mother also wept like Niobe. If Hamlet’s mother wept so heavily how after two months she forgot her late husband? So, seeing this situation, Hamlet came to say that women are the embodiment of weakness. 
· What is your comment on the character of Hamlet? And what is your comment that Hamlet is a victim of Oedipus complex? Do you find any instances in the drama that Hamlet is a victim of Oedipus complex?
· Most interpreters of Hamlet start with the situation whether to kill Claudius or to do so without killing. The basic question is why so much time is taken before Hamlet seeks his revenge? Hamlet repeatedly gives himself to procrastination. If Hamlet killed Claudius in the beginning then Polonius, Laertes, Ophelia and other characters would have survived. But it would not have been a Shakespearean tragedy. Shakespeare’s aim was to have a good tragedy; there must be found some effective explanation for Hamlet’s long delay of action. Describe the external difficulties that are responsible for this delay; all of them are responsible.
· Oedipus complex is noticed in the drama; but Freudian critics say that such things happen when we are in love, because love doesn’t know any hindrance or obstacle. On the ground of love, these Freudians say that people can do anything in love. So, Hamlet is taking too much time, and it is impossible when someone is in love. We also say that Hamlet has cited so many times the words “incestuous relationship”. This means that the theory of the Freudians like Dr. Ernest Jones can be proven wrong. Hamlet is always searching for a suitable time and the time doesn’t come. 
· Sentimental dreamer: the sentimentality is mentioned by romantic critics of the end of the eighteenth century and the beginning of the nineteenth century. They say that Hamlet is a young man, very attractive, and a gifted person, but he incapable of action. Goethe also said that Hamlet’s moral intention is also good. According to Goethe, Coleridge and romantic critics, Hamlet is a young man who has everything but he is an impractical dreamer. If a person has a dream to become a king he has to clear the way for kingship; he has to do everything to reach his goal. However, Hamlet faces so much difficulty; he has a moral nature but at the same time he is an impractical dreamer. In the drama, he has found so many occasions to kill Claudius but he thinks and cannot fulfill his dream. He only meditates; Goethe said the person who meditates more and more cannot take action. When Hamlet speaks with the ghost and gets confirmation from him he again delays thinking that this supernatural power might be a devil. Also after the staging of the drama “the murder of Gonzago” and getting confirmation he cannot take action because he is so much religious; he doesn’t want to kill Claudius while he is praying so as not to send him directly to heaven. However, the question of revenge doesn’t know any barrier. From that time onward, he again procrastinates giving another philosophy of life whether if he kills Claudius he will reach heaven or not. Thus, he is a sentimental dreamer; he thinks but he is unable to act. 
· The theme of the drama is revenge. Before Hamlet so many revenge tragedies were written. The play Hamlet does follow the aspects of contemporary revenge tragedy. Apart from the major which is revenge, and apart from the role of instigation made by the ghost, we have plenty of melodramatic actions. We have violent, bloody and terrifying scenes. This is a quality of revenge tragedies of the time. For example, the murder of Polonius was committed by Hamlet before our eyes. 
· One critic claimed that Hamlet is not procrastinating but he is in search of a suitable time. When Hamlet is talking with his mother and Polonius was overhearing their talk from behind the curtain, Polonius makes some sounds. Hamlet thought that the King was behind the curtain; he took his sword and killed him. From this point some critics say that he is not procrastinating, rather he is in search of a suitable time and place. If he had a suitable time he would have killed Claudius from the beginning of the drama. When Hamlet was planning with his mother he was planning to kill her not by sword but by words. This shows that Hamlet was unable to find a suitable time with Claudius; we see this when he kills Claudius in the end. 
· The murder of Claudius was committed by Hamlet when Laertes reported to him against the king because he knew that his father murdered and his murder was done by the king; this is also a terrifying scene. Ophelia went mad and was drowned and this is also a terrifying scene. There is the scene of the gravediggers who were digging the grave of Ophelia and discussing Ophelia’s death. During this Laertes jumps to the grave out of his love for his sister and Hamlet also jumps into the grave saying that he is also in love with Ophelia; there is a fight between Hamlet and Laertes. When the gravediggers were digging the grave Hamlet saw so many skulls and skeletons of dead people. The gravedigger says that this skull was of a great king while Hamlet says that the skull is nothing. Hamlet was comparing life on earth and life after death. 
· There are also so many murders in the drama. How Gertrude was killed: when Hamlet is stabbed by Laertes with the poisoned sword, Laertes confesses to him that everything was planned by Claudius. Seeing Hamlet and Laertes fighting Gertrude unknowingly drink from the poisoned drink which Claudius prepared for Hamlet. 
End …[image: image1.png]










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Mrs. Eman Afifi

     2009/2010

