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· Shakespeare’s idea of tragedy with special reference to Hamlet: Shakespeare’s style of tragedy is different from other writers. 
· Shakespearean tragedy always contains exceptional calamity leading to the death or of the hero who has high position or status: whatever the tragedy of Shakespeare we come across the quality of death. 
· According to A.C. Bradley, Shakespearean tragedy is the story of one person; either the hero or the heroine. Whatever the tragedy we read we find that one person is responsible. 
· Hamlet is responsible for the tragedy of the drama Hamlet. There are so many critics who claim that Hamlet is incapable of action. There is a flaw in his character which is being incapable of taking revenge, although the drama is based on revenge. This incapability leads to his death in the end. 
· When we discuss the story of Hamlet, we find that Hamlet the prince of Denmark is suffering from a simple reason and this suffering leads to his death. In a Shakespearean tragedy, the hero must be a man of high position and commanding respect, and his suffering or misfortune must be of exceptional or extraordinary kind so as to produce strong tragic feelings. 
· Hamlet is primarily and chiefly responsible for the tragedy of Hamlet. Hamlet was a widely known monarch and beloved leader in the political life of Denmark. The play depicts the mental suffering and torture which Hamlet endures due to the hasty marriage of his mother. His mental suffering and torture is due to what he considers to be a sinful conduct of his mother who remarried within two months from the death of her first husband. His mental suffering and torture is because his mother married a man who is in every respect inferior to his father, her first husband. 
· This is reflected in his first soliloquy:
How weary, stale, flat and unprofitable,
Seem to me all the uses of this world!
Fie on't! ah fie! 'tis an unweeded garden,
That grows to seed; things rank and gross in nature
Possess it merely. That it should come to this!
But two months dead: nay, not so much, not two:
So excellent a king; that was, to this,
Hyperion to a satyr; so loving to my mother
· Hamlet is saying how tired, tasteless and unprofitable this world is to him. Since Shakespearean tragedy is mainly the story of one person, and in Hamlet we see that the tragedy is due to Hamlet’s mental suffering and torture, and this mental suffering and torture is due to the hasty remarriage of his mother within two months to a person who is more inferior to her previous husband. Hamlet is also comparing his father as Hyperion to Satyr; Hyperion was born as a son god and Satyr is a small god. 
· Hamlet’s suffering is due to thinking, and he is making his statement “Frailty, thy name is woman”. His mental suffering and torture starts with a simple thing which is the hasty marriage and is intensified by the revelation of the ghost, and by the task the ghost now imposed on him.
· The ghost imposes a task on him to revenge the murder of his father. Thus Hamlet’s suffering and torture is more intensified. Hamlet is unable to take revenge for his father’s murder due to his inability. Thus, Hamlet undergoes even greater mental suffering, and he dies as a result of the ghost that got his torture and suffering intensified. 
· His torture more is intensified because of his inability to take proper action in time. Hamlet’s suffering is so great that some critics say he has gone mad. According to Shakespeare, it is said that calamity and suffering do not come from above, nor happen by accident; rather they are the results of the actions of those concerned. This means that whatever the tragedy we see, the calamity and suffering is due to the actions of the hero. 
· The tragedy of Hamlet is due mainly to a defect in his own character; this defect is his incapacity for quick decision. Hamlet is certainly capable of impulsive action, but he is not capable of planned or premeditated action. This leads to the death of Hamlet and the tragedy of Hamlet. 
· According to Shakespearean style of tragedy, the hero is always in high position or status, and the drama becomes a tragedy due to the actions of the hero. The actions of the hero are only responsible for the tragedy. Hamlet is capable of impulsive action because after he got clarification from the ghost he wanted to go and murder his uncle but we see his procrastination and delay; his plan is not executed. He then starts thinking and wants more clarification, and so he delays and his suffering increase with greater intensity. 
· We can say that Shakespearean tragedies are tragedies of the hero, and only the actions of the hero are responsible for the tragedy. In the case of Hamlet, his inability for planned or premeditated action leads the drama to its tragic end. 
· Apart from this, Shakespearean drama always tells something about fate or destiny that works beyond our control. In the drama Hamlet we see the role of fate and destiny. The defect of character is chiefly responsible for the tragic end of the hero. Fate or destiny plays a part in the tragic drama. In Hamlet, we see there is some mysterious power that is working in this universe, and this power upsets human hopes, plans and calculations. If the ghost did not appear the end of the drama would have been different; Hamlet may have killed his mother, or he may think that his father died a natural death. In a situation where fate is responsible, the fate of the late king being murdered by Claudius is a supernatural power that played a role in the drama itself. The ghost appears again when Hamlet is incapable of taking revenge. The supernatural element is present in all of Shakespeare’s dramas. In Julius Caesar, Julius Caesar was murdered by Brutus in the first act of the drama; however, the drama lasted for another four acts without the existence of the hero. In these acts Julius Caesar is no longer a human being; rather he is dead and appears as a ghost, a supernatural element. The ghost appears in Hamlet to instigate Hamlet into action; for example, when Hamlet was talking with his mother, although the ghost is seen only by Hamlet. 
· Moreover, when Hamlet was sent to England accompanied by Rosencrantz and Guildenstern the ship was attacked by the pirates. Fate was working in a sense that Claudius had planned to kill Hamlet but he couldn’t kill him in Denmark because his mother the queen loves him so much and also the people of Denmark. Again, Hamlet was saved from Claudius’s plan to kill him by the hands of the king of England and he returns back to England to continue his fate in the drama. 
· How far is Hamlet responsible for the tragedy of Hamlet? Or justify Hamlet as a tragedy according to Shakespearean style. 

· According to Shakespearean style of tragedy the hero is a noble man. Hamlet is also a man of high position. He is more favored by people and Claudius always has a fear in his mind regarding the people of Denmark. Hamlet’s suffering is intensified with the clarification of the ghost and his is more intensified with his inability of immediate action; the actions are taken by his enemy not by him. One critic said that Hamlet is very young, attractive, and incapable of positive action, which leads to the tragedy. 
· But when we study the drama we find Hamlet a different figure or character. Hamlet as a philosopher or intellectual: from the first soliloquy he is talking like a philosopher; no ordinary person can speak in such a style which is clearly seen in all of his soliloquies. His soliloquies are seen to be deeply reflective. The drama starts with the simple feeling which is the hasty marriage of Hamlet’s mother. Hamlet was comparing his mother’s work following the body of his dead father to that of Niobe. He thinks that a beast would have mourned longer than she did his father. One said that a philosopher has a sensitive mind; Hamlet starts by thinking with a simple issue then moves to a greater thing in the world like any philosopher. He is seen reflecting or meditating upon the indecent act (the hasty marriage). However, the drama takes a different turn with the appearance of the ghost. 
· From the soliloquies, Hamlet is asking himself the question to be or not to be, to exist or not to exist in this world. He is saying that if we live on this earth we have to bear the sufferings and calamities or we should die. This shows his richness of intellect and philosophical style. This philosophy can be found in all of his soliloquies. He thinks of great things; sometimes he thinks of this world and sometimes he thinks of the other world. When he goes to kill the murderer of his father and finds him praying he again thinks of the other world. This means that Hamlet has knowledge of earth and heaven. He delays his plan to kill him because he believes that to kill someone while praying means to send him directly to heaven. So, this type of thinking is only found in philosophers. However, a philosopher cannot be a hero. 
· In the beginning we see Hamlet as a sensitive and an idealistic man who is readily offended. He has taken this world at its face value. He says that about his world “How weary, stale, flat and unprofitable, Seem to me all the uses of this world!” He says that this world should have a taste but it’s tasteless, weary and unprofitable. 
· In his mother’s hasty marriage he gives the example of the beast who he says would have mourned longer. This shows that he is a sensitive person and shows his philosophical side. Whenever Hamlet talks with his mother, Claudius, or with Ophelia his tone is so much sarcastic. To see the hasty marriage of his mother he thinks that Ophelia might be so. And after knowing from the ghost Hamlet is also using sarcastic language with Claudius, Rosencrantz, and Guildenstern. Throughout the drama we see Hamlet’s irony and sarcasm. Irony means saying something in your mind meaning a certain thing while someone understands another thing. Hamlet uses a sarcastic language and wit with his mother, and on the other hand he attacks her not with daggers or swords, rather with words. At that time his mother and other people in the kingdom think that Hamlet is mad. In Hamlet’s soliloquies we see wit and intellect. Philosophers use wit, and Hamlet is not a man of action, only a man of thinking. Hamlet thinks and talks of many things, and he even thinks of this world and the hereafter. 
· Some critics say that Hamlet is not intellectual under many circumstances. Sometimes he thinks very deep while in other circumstances he acts impulsively. 
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