
LECTURE 19 

Unit 5 
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Well 

Actually 

No, wait 

Words that provide a 

signal to listener that 

the speaker is about to 

clarify or correct some 

misinformation. 
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Linking Ideas 

• Except (for)  -  apart from 

 

We agreed on most things. We didn’t agree on soccer teams 

We agreed on most things except for soccer teams. 

 

We didn’t argue much. Still, we argued about soccer 

We didn’t argue much apart from soccer. 



 



 



Simple Past: Past of be 

Affirmative and Negative Statements 

subject Be (not) 

I was  

 

 

not 

happy in London. 

You 

We 

They 

 

were 

 

at university. 

He 

She 

It 

 

was 

 

in the garden. 

• You can contract negative statements: 

 was : wasn’t  were : weren’t 

  



• The simple past describes completed actions in the past. 

Simple Past 

• Yesterday, I played basketball with my friends 

• My father and I watched a match last weekend. 

• The train stopped at the station. 

• Ahmad took a Spanish class last week. 

• Sarah stayed home and studied for the test. 

 

  

 

 

Signal words 

yesterday  

last week 

a month ago 

in 2002  

2 minutes ago 

 the other day 



Spelling of simple past verbs 

• Add -ed after most verbs: 

traveled – walked – talked – helped – answered  

 

• Add -d after verbs that end in -e: 

welcomed – improved – saved – liked – loved 

 

If a one-syllable verb ends in vowel + consonant double the 

consonant and add -ed: 

shop : shopped - plan : planned – stop : stopped 

 

If the verb ends in a consonant + -y, change the y to i and add -ed 

study : studied – try : tried – hurry : hurried 

 

If the verb ends in a vowel + y, add -ed: 

play : played – stay : stayed 

 

 



Simple Past : 

Infinitive Simple Past  

1. meet . 

2. drive . 

3. speak . 

4. put . 

5. write . 

6. sing . 

7. do . 

8. sit . 

9. stand . 

10. run . 

met 

drove 

spoke 

put 

wrote 

sang 

did 

sat 

stood 

ran 



Choose "Was“ or "Were“: 

•     The teacher ___________ nice. 

•     The students __________very clever. 

•     But one of the students ___________ in trouble. 

•     We ___________ sorry for him. 

•     He ___________ nice though. 

 

 

Write sentences in simple past. 

• Janet / miss / the bus →  

• she / study/ her room →  

• Nancy / watch / not / television→  

• she / read / a book →  

 

was 

were 

was 

were 

was 

Janet missed the bus. 

She studied in her room 

Nancy didn’t watch television 

She read a book 



Affirmative Negative Interrogative 

He wrote a book. 

He did not sing  

Was she pretty? 

We move to a new house. →  

They bring food. →  

He doesn't do the homework. →  

They sell cars. →  

Does he visit his friends? →  

He didn’t write a book Did he write a book? 

He sang Did he sing? 

She was pretty She wasn’t pretty 

We moved to a new house 

Put the sentences into simple past. 

They brought food 

He didn’t do the homework 

They sold cars. 

Did he visit his friends? 



1. For 

Did you live there for a long time? 

 

2. Until { up to a specific point in time.} 

e.g. We lived here until 1992/ February. 

  

3. From ______ to ______  {two points of time} 

 e.g. I stayed in Riyadh from March to September. 

 

4. ago {time expression + ago} 

e.g. My family moved to the UK ten years ago. 

 

5. Then: (and then) 

e.g. We lived in Brazil. Then we moved to the U.S. 

e.g. We lived in Brazil, and then we moved to the U.S. 

 

6. When: {conjunction} + clause with a specific point in time. 

e.g. We left when I was six 

Time expressions: 



• General Statement 

{Determiner + noun} 

All, most, A lot of, some, a few, no + plural noun 

All people like nature. 

Most Canadians speak English. 

A lot of people don’t like math. 

A few people get scholarships. 

No students like exams. 

 

Note: No can also be followed by a singular noun 

No student like exams 

Determiners 



• Specific Statement 

{Determiner + of + determiner + noun} 

All (of), most of, A lot of, some of, a few of, none of + of + 

other determiner + plural noun 

None of my friends go to the library after school. 

Most of the people that I know stay up late. 

A lot of  the students in my class don’t like math. 

A few of the students in my school get full marks. 

 

Note: All can be used  with or without of before determiner +noun 

All of my friends hate waking up early. 

All my friends hate waking up early. 

 

Determiners 

Other determiners 

the 

my 

you 

this 

that 

us 

them 



Building Vocabulary 


