
Unit 9 
Lecture 27 



Unit Objectives 



broke something 

forgot something 

lost something damaged something 





 

Robert Moreno 
“Yeah a kind of. A couple of days 
ago, a friend and I were waving to a 
friend at the mall. We weren’t 
looking, and we walked right into a 
glass door. I was so embarrassed.” 



 





Past Continuous 
The past continuous is used to talk about actions and events in progress in the past. 

 

Form 

• Affirmative Statements  

 subject + was / were + present participle 

 I was talking. 

 They were watching TV. 

 

• Negative Statements 

 subject + wasn’t / weren’t + present participle 

 I wasn’t paying attention 

 We weren’t looking. 



Past Continuous Forms 
Positive Negative Question 

I was working. 
 
You were working. 
 
We were working. 
 
They were working. 
 
He was working. 
 
She was working. 
 
It was working. 

I was not working. 
 
You were not working. 
 
We were not working. 
 
They were not working. 
 
He was not working. 
 
She was not working. 
 
It was not working. 

Was I working? 
 
Were you working? 
 
Were we working? 
 
Were they working? 
 
Was he working? 
 
Was she working? 
 
Was it working? 



Use 

 

1. To talk about actions and evens in progress in the past 

       These may be temporary or unfinished. 

  

 Helen was using my computer last night. 

 Last year, I was living in Riyadh. 

 

 

2. To set the background for a story, telling about longer actions 

  

 I was going to work, and I was talking to my friend. 

 

Past Continuous 



Past Continuous with 
Simple Past 

The Past Continuous is often used when one action in 
progress is interrupted by another action in the past. 
The Past simple is used in such sentences 

 

 

 

 

 

 A friend of mine deleted all my files (short action) 

 when she was using my computer (background, longer action) 

 

 She was studying when the phone rang. 

  

 





called forgot 

burnt 

damaged was driving 

ran 

hurt was doing 

fell 

was having 

spilled 

got 

were talking weren’t paying 

was standing 

were listening 


