Poetry   ‘The Waste Land  ’T.S. Eliot  The 4th lecture:                                                                                                                                                         
If we look at the title ‘The Waste Land’, what does the word waste mean? 
A student: lost/ neglected things/ out of control/ uselessness/aimless.
The doctor: What does the poet mean by saying ‘The Waste Land’?
The poem is very long one. When Eliot composed this poem, he was in a nervous breakdown/ a state of psychological disturbance. Eliot wrote ‘The Waste Land’/ a very long poem. He gave it to his friend Ezra Pound (a great American critic, writer and poet). Ezra Pound worked on it as an editor. An editor works as an artist; he cuts from here and removes from here. So, Ezra Pound took the poem and he found that there are so many passages that are not necessary and he edited the work and he did a very good job. He removed the things that are repeated. So, Ezra Pound did the editing and the poem finished in 430 lines. 
The poem goes within a period of time of 12 hours. We have a speaker who was sitting by the Thames and he used to travel his consciousness. So, the stream of consciousness is very important in this poem. Through this period of time, the speaker travelled through time; the past and the present, but not only his own past. He travelled through the past of the literary movement. He goes into the past of all the varied civilization; the Venetian, the pharos, and the Hindu. Through that stream of consciousness, there are different pieces about incident/ experiences/ memories from the past. The poet depended on so many techniques; borrowing, fragmentation, allusions, and repetition. We will see all these but in a wider scope. The student finds this poem difficult because in every single line there is at least two or three borrowing or references. For example, you will find a foreign language borrowed from a work of art. The idea of borrowing and fragmentation is to put the reader in the same state that Eliot felt and all of modern felt after World War I. This poem was written after the World War. After the World War I, a whole complete life is destroyed. Cities were destroyed. Men and women and children’s lives were vanished. Generally speaking, it was like a shocking experience for modern man. The poet here created a waste land to show that this is the result of poor and not only this but he added so many things. Eliot depended on many sources. What are the major sources? You will find plenty of things. First of all, one of the major sources is ‘The Golden Bough’. Another mythological figure is Tiresias. Tiresias is a mythological figure who experienced manhood and womanhood. He experienced transformation from male gender to male gender. He also depended on the Holy Grail myth. This is the portrait of the last supper of Jesus with the disciples. It is said that the Holy Grail is the cup that Jesus drank up and it is also said that the Holy Grail is the cup that collected the blood of Jesus after he was crucified. We have Joseph who collected Jesus’ blood in the grail. All of these are references Eliot depended on. We have other mythical references, for example, we have Sibyl. Sibyl was prophetess and she was promised immortality by Zeus but she forgets to ask about perpetual youth. So, Sibyl shrank into a size grasshopper and she was kept in a jar and when the children passed by her and asked her what do you want? She said I want to die. What is the benefit of immortality without youth?!!  So, Eliot depended on several resources. Some of these are books and one of these books is for James Frazer's ‘The Golden Bough’ and Jessie L. Weston’s From Ritual to Romance. So, Eliot depended on mythology/ certain books that talk about myth (education myths/ fertility myth) and he created his work. He could link between these through this technique or borrowing and allusions and all of that. 
So, in his poem we have a speaker who has so many varied names and gender. He is both male and female. Sometimes when you read, you will find a male speaking and all of a sudden it is a woman who speaks. So, we have many characters but all of them represent man and woman. We have varied speakers and those speakers are either modern speakers or ancient ones. This is why you feel confuses.
The poem was written in different parts. We have five parts:
1- The Burial of the Dead. /      2-A Game of Chess.  / 3-The Fire Sermon. /    4-Death By Water.  /  5-What the Thunder Said.
If you look at the outline of ‘The Waste Land’, we will find these five sections. In ‘the Burial of the Dead’ section, the title is a biblical allusion to a ceremony of burying the dead. When a man dies, he must be buried as a kind of a religious ritual to give all of the respect for the dead body. In that section, there is a theme of death. After burying the dead people do not continue to cry upon the dead but they have to continue their lives. So, death is connected with rebirth. These two major themes are significant; death and rebirth. 
In the first section, first of all we have a speaker who speaks about the changing of seasons. These seasons are related to the cycle of birth, death and rebirth (cycle of nature: spring/summer/autumn/winter). We have a speaker as if he is wondering, as if he is asking a question or as if he is starting a journey. And at that journey through his consciousness, he did so many communications and he wanted to get a kind of regeneration/ rebirth. The first vignette/ verse paragraph concentrates on the seasonal changes and the seasonal changes are related to the theme of death and birth. The second vignette talks about something different/ about broken images/ about desolation of all. The third vignette talks about a fortuneteller. The fortuneteller predicts future. One goes to a fortuneteller because of desperation/ fear of the future. You do not need to a fortuneteller if you have a complete faith in God. You go to a fortuneteller if you have shaken belief in God. If you do not have enough faith, so you are insecure to you go and search for answers because you are lost and desperate. So, in the third vignette we have a speaker visit fortuneteller who warned him about dying by water. The last one talks about Unreal City. Unreal City also links us to Dante. You remember inferno (the Divine Comedy). 
So, in the first section here we could see that we have a speaker who tried to find answers/ to meditate but we do not have direct description what he does. We as readers have to read and to try to collect these varied scripts together, so that we will make a whole of what we are reading. 
Then we move to ‘A Game of Chess’, ‘The Fire Sermon’, ‘Death By Water’ and ‘What the Thunder Said’. While you are reading you feel really that you are doing a journey/ a journey in history/ a journey in literature/ a journey in mythology. You travel into different parts of the world. 
First of all, we have the title ‘The Waste Land’ and then a quotation which is called epigraph. 
[bookmark: s2][image: I have seen with my own eyes the Sibyl hanging in a jar, and when the boys asked her 'What do you want?' She answered, 'I want to die.']
The translation for the quotation means: (for once I saw with my own eyes the Sibyl at Cumae hanging in a cage, and when the boys asks her ‘Sibyl’, what do you want? she answered, I want to die). 
The doctor read from a dictionary of mythology:
 (That this is part in ‘The Satyricon of Petronius Arbiter’---- has no apparent reference. The Cumaean Sibyl who conducted Aeneas through the underworld section six was granted immortality but not youth).
 (The first Sibyla gave prophecies near Troy under the inspiration of Apollo). So, she was a prophet under the consultation of Apollo. 
(He gave her long life but failed to provide comparable good health and youth, so that Sibyla lived over seven hundred years in a state of youth. Of singular and wondering origin the prophecy Sibyla multiplied into several Sibyls each acted in a particular place so that the word has the general meaning of prophetess. Perhaps the best known Sibyl is mentioned in الالياذة Iliad --- of Cumae near Naples with characteristic frenzy she wrote her inspire prophecy on leaves which were spread abroad by the wind.  
So, This Sibyl during Virgil time, he wrote about her that she used to give prophecies on leaves and she would let them scatter by the wind.    
(an effective but random means of distribution) 
The idea is that the quotation which talks about Sibyl, even though she had been granted immortality, but because of loss of youth, she wants to die because it is useless to be immortal without youth. 
Now the second quotation:
("For Ezra Pound: il miglior fabbro")
Again we have a dedication. A dedication is when the writer dedicates his work for someone. The translation of this phrase is translated the phrase as "the better craftsman. So, Eliot here dedicated his work to Ezra Pound because Ezra Pound was an editor and he edited the whole poem. And then the title of this section ‘The Burial of the Dead’. 
‘The Burial of the Dead’ refers to a kind of a religious ceremony; when a person dies, he must be buried. It refers not to only a biblical or a Christian habit of burying the dead. It also recalls all of the previous ancient (Egyptian, Phoenician,….)/ many rituals. For example, because the Phoenicians were traders in the Mediterranean, before they start a journey, they make a form of human being and they throw it to the sea as a kind of a ritual in order to ensure a safe journey. And before the fertility of the Nile, the Egyptians usually dressed a beautiful maiden beautifully and they throw her to the Nile as a gift so that the Nile will not flood and destroy the land and at the same time that the Nile will continue in supplying water for the lands to be fertile. 
	I. THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD

APRIL is the cruellest month, breeding
	[bookmark: 1]

	Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing
	[bookmark: 2]

	Memory and desire, stirring
	[bookmark: 3]

	Dull roots with spring rain.
	[bookmark: 4]

	Winter kept us warm, covering
	[bookmark: 5]5

	Earth in forgetful snow, feeding
	[bookmark: 6]

	A little life with dried tubers.
	[bookmark: 7]

	Summer surprised us, coming over the Starnbergersee
	[bookmark: 8]

	With a shower of rain; we stopped in the colonnade,
	[bookmark: 9]

	And went on in sunlight, into the Hofgarten,
	[bookmark: 10]10

	And drank coffee, and talked for an hour.
	[bookmark: 11]

	Bin gar keine Russin, stamm’ aus Litauen, echt deutsch.
	[bookmark: 12]

	And when we were children, staying at the archduke’s,
	[bookmark: 13]

	My cousin’s, he took me out on a sled,
	[bookmark: 14]

	And I was frightened. He said, Marie,
	[bookmark: 15]15

	Marie, hold on tight. And down we went.
	[bookmark: 16]

	In the mountains, there you feel free.
	[bookmark: 17]

	I read, much of the night, and go south in the winter.
	


This is the first vignette or the opening lines of the poem. First of all we have references to seasons and not all the season (spring/winter/summer). They are not mentioned in sequence. Here we have a speaker but still we do not know if the speaker is male or a female.
APRIL is the cruellest month, breeding
What is important about April? April is in spring. In the month of April Easter resurrection is occurred. Christian believes that Christ will be resurrected again to offer salvation for mankind. So, Easter here is an April and April is a month in spring season. What is particular about spring? It comes after winter. We are talking about the western atmosphere. Spring is a season of rebirth. In spring the snow melts. Snow covers the land, so all of the roots are not dead; they are frozen. When the snow melts, it helps these roots to start shaping again to start to reborn again. So, April is the season of rebirth and resurrection. Rebirth and resurrection are connected together. Why does the poet describe April as cruelest month? (Cruelest= the harshest/ the most cruel month). April is described as the cruelest month because it forces life out of dead land. Eliot did not create this line out of his own but he borrowed it from Chaucer. Chaucer is the father of the English literature and he wrote ‘The Canterbury Tales’. 
Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing
It is cruel because it forces the flowers out of the dead land. 
	                                 ,mixing

	Memory and desire, stirring


The speaker is a modern man who speaks out of the World War I. So, the rebirth of the season reminds of some horrible memories of the past/ the memories of the war and the dead people. And there is a desire for a better future. Again April is cruel one because first, it forces life out of death because again it forces memories in the speaker mind.  
	                               ,stirring

	Dull roots with spring rain.


It is not only the snow that that falls and melts, but also we have spring rain. The roots are dull, not dead because dead roots do not produce. They are dull which means that they are frozen; they can reproduce. 
Notice that the speaker starts here to talk about seasonal changes started by spring describing the month of April exactly because it is a month of Easter and resurrection. He is describing it as the cruelest month which forces breeding, which mixes memories and desires and which stir the dull roots. So, you see the cruelty in forcing life, in mixing memories and desire and in shaking the dull roots to start revive again. (It breeds/ it mixes/ it stirs). 
Now we move to another season; season of death. Winter is a symbol of death. 
Winter kept us warm,
There is a paradox in this. First of all, he is describing spring as the cruelest season which is something paradoxical and now he is describing winter as it keeps warm. Similar to the roots which are covered by snow, again here winter keeps us from not remembering the sad memories.   
	

	

	                                     ,covering

	Earth in forgetful snow, feeding

	A little life with dried tubers.


Tubers= the underground plants. 
Even though it covered, it keeps little life. Even though winter is a season of death, but the snow keep us warm. You see the paradox here. 
	Summer surprised us, coming over the Starnbergersee

	With a shower of rain;


Starnbergersee= this is a lake in Germany. Summer surprised us coming over the lake with a shower of rain. It surprises us because summer is the season of warm. Sometimes there are showers of rain and these showers are like spring rain giving us a kind of surprise. 
	                         we stopped in the colonnade,

	And went on in sunlight, into the Hofgarten,

	And drank coffee, and talked for an hour.


Hofgarten is a park in Germany. 
We feel that the speaker here is relating to an episode from the past when he describes himself and someone else at the park drinking coffee and talking for an hour as if it is a kind of social meeting or gathering. Here the memory confronts the speaker with his past.  
	Bin gar keine Russin, stamm’ aus Litauen, echt deutsch.
	


It means that (“I’m not Russian at all; I come from Lithuania, a true German.”).
Go back the period after the World War. Before the beginning of the World War, we have Hitler who preached that the German race is the purist and he started to diminish other races. We could see this here again. And at the same time, the speaker here talks about her origin. Still we are confused.
	And when we were children, staying at the archduke’s,

	My cousin’s, he took me out on a sled,

	And I was frightened. He said, Marie,


We know here that we have a female speaker. The speaker here is Marie and she seems to be an Aristocrat because we have a reference to the archduke. Here she recalls an experience from her childhood. As a child she was frightened from falling. 
	Marie, hold on tight. And down we went.

	In the mountains, there you feel free.


So, we have a female speaker who remembers an episode from her childhood when her cousin took her out on a sled and she enjoyed the experience but that experience represent for her freedom/ it represents for her peace of mind because when she was a child there was no war; everything was peaceful and established. So, we see here the recollection of the memory. 
I read, much of the night, and go south in the winter.
Who speaker here? Is the speaker at the beginning of the poem the same speaker Marie or not? It could be Marie or it could be another male speaker. So, when we read the first vignette, first of all, we experience a speaker who is talking about the seasonal changes in unconventional way. He mentioned spring before winter and then referring to summer and then neglecting autumn at the same time. We have a speaker who is giving us unhappy vision of the world and we feel that this speaker is searching for a happier vision. He talked about burying dead as the title said ‘The Burial of the Dead’. And when German line inserted here, we felt disturbed. The reference in a foreign language gives a sense of linking different races as a human race linking them in one unity as human beings. With the German line which says *I’m not Russian at all; I come from Lithuania) we feel that this speaker here has lost her roots. She is trying to link herself to some root. After the World War I, there was a change in the map of the center of Europe. After the war, divisions happened. The German line suggests rootlessness. The speaker here wanted to belong to a nation to show her identity. 
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