Poetry  ‘The Waste Land’ The 5th lecture: 
I hope you understand the two main sources which are Sir James Frazer's “The Golden Bough” and Jessie Weston's “From Ritual to Romance”. They are very influential ones because they are tracing the original or the primitive myths and how they developed and their effect on literature.
The Golden Bough has been considered a major influence in the development of western thought. “The Golden Bough” outlines ancient myths and folk legends, proposing that all civilizations go through three stages of development: belief in magic leads to organized religion, which eventually leads to faith in the powers of science. 
If we go back in history before religion, we will see that, for example, in primitive Africa they belief in witchcraft and magic. You could also see the same thing in Japan and in earlier Arabia. This kind of magic rituality developed into form and then it became an organized practice of religion and then it helps into leading to have faith in science and scientific productions. So, this is the hypothesis of Frazer in which it was influential on Carl Jung. Frazer wrote his book in two volumes and then he expanded it to thirteen volumes and then he made it one concise volume. What is the significance for us from Frazer’s book? It was influential on Eliot because Eliot believed in it even though the modern critics thought that Frazer’s work is unreliable source because he did not follow the method of the research. When you do a research, you do not rely on just what you hear. You have to go and search and document and bring reliable sources. Frazer depended on what he heard from people who have been there. He did not go on himself to Africa visited the ancient villages and asked about the ritualities and so on, but he depended on hearing and this is not scientific research. This is why the critics thought that ‘The Golden Bough’ is not reliable source. But Frazer did a good job by collecting all of these myths and trying to use them in a poem. 
Jessie Weston's book, she again traces certain mythology that was very influential and of those the Holy Grail and The Fisher King.  Now the idea is that why these sources are significant for Eliot? Eliot is talking about a poem which represents his own disillusionment with the whole world after the war. This is the main idea of the poem. The poem represents Eliot’s disillusionment of the modern world that he lives in after World War I (thousands of loss of lives/ the destructions of cities/ the insecurity/ the distraction). The modern man becomes disillusioned because the war started as something with a magnifying/ glorifying/ self-sacrifice themes. But unfortunately it turned to be kind of colonization. It is for political control. It is for the economy and it is unfortunately not what it really had started for. The people thought that the war is going to help other nations but it was not. It was only for colonial reasons and for greediness generally speaking. This caused a kind of disillusionment. The poem here represents this particular period that is why it is considered as the modernist one.
Eliot here took this legend/ myth from ‘The Golden Bough’ and from Jessie Weston’s because they are so match. For example, in ‘The Fisher King’ the king was blighted because he abused the physical love. And he was blighted by being injured in his sexual organ, so he could not produce and thus this blight is reflected on his land. The land becomes infertile; it does not produce, and animals are not producing because he is a king. All of his actions are reflected on his country. This myth actually suits Eliot so he uses it beside other myths which we are going to see while we are reading. So, this is the significance of these two books. A third one is Carl Jung. In what is known as The Archetype and the Collective Unconscious, Jung said that, in addition to unconscious memories from an individual's past, there was a second, more universal source of unconscious information: the collective unconscious.
All of us as we grow in this life, we have sometimes certain memories that are kept deep in ourselves. And sometimes they are reflected unconsciously on our own behaviors. For example>>> (fear)>>>>you feel that you are always frightened. This must have deep roots. Maybe someone frightened you when you were young or you had a bad experience that causes this fear. Jung says that we as human being share a kind of what we call it collective unconsciousness. 
The collective unconscious might be described as patterns that are in the unconscious because of evolution, rather than because of the individual's experience.
There is a kind of similarity here with Freud’s ideas. 
Jung described the collective unconscious as "unconscious images of instincts themselves." This is one of Jung's most original contributions to psychology. Underneath the modern surface of the mind, he said, lurks the original primitive mentality of our ancestors,
Jung here says that we inherited from primitive times certain instincts that they become collective unconscious. We could share certain instinct with Saudi, Japanese, or Chinese, etc. This collective unconscious urged Eliot to create his modern poem ‘The Waste Land’ because he goes back into history and he selected certain myths, for example, the myth of fertility. He could find it in the Phoenician, the Egyptian, and in the Hindus (all over the world but in different way).  You remember when we talked about the sacrifice for the Phoenicians. They sacrifice an idol before they go into a journey into the sea to have a save journey. Also the Egyptian, during time of flood, they would sacrifice a maiden/ a virgin. They dress her beautifully and they give her to the Nile as a sacrifice, so that the Nile will not flood. And you could find it in African mythology. You could find it in several other nations or cultures in the west and in the east. 
So, we see these three major influences affected Eliot in creating his work which is representing his disillusionment of the modern world after the war and at the same time he exposes all man’s fear about his life which all related to a major point which is loss of faith. 
We mention earlier other mythological figures like Sibyl, Tiresias (who is representing male and female gender).
The first section of the poem ‘The Burial of the Dead’ is divided into four vignettes. In the first we talked about the seasonal changes and the seasonal changes are related to the theme of death and rebirth. The speaker was Marie.  She is a female speaker who is an aristocrat. She is recollecting her memories from her childhood. She has lost her roots. She is trying to link herself to some root. We know again a major theme which is regeneration. We knew that regeneration/ the rebirth is painful.
The second vignette:
	What are the roots that clutch, what branches grow
	[bookmark: 19]

	Out of this stony rubbish? Son of man,
	[bookmark: 20]20

	You cannot say, or guess, for you know only
	[bookmark: 21]

	A heap of broken images, where the sun beats,
	[bookmark: 22]

	And the dead tree gives no shelter, the cricket no relief,
	[bookmark: 23]

	And the dry stone no sound of water. Only
	[bookmark: 24]

	There is shadow under this red rock,
	[bookmark: 25]25

	(Come in under the shadow of this red rock),
	[bookmark: 26]

	And I will show you something different from either
	[bookmark: 27]

	Your shadow at morning striding behind you
	[bookmark: 28]

	Or your shadow at evening rising to meet you;
	[bookmark: 29]

	I will show you fear in a handful of dust.
	[bookmark: 30]30

	Frisch weht der Wind
	[bookmark: 31]

	Der Heimat zu,
	[bookmark: 32]

	Mein Irisch Kind,
	[bookmark: 33]

	Wo weilest du?
	[bookmark: 34]

	“You gave me hyacinths first a year ago;
	[bookmark: 35]35

	They called me the hyacinth girl.”
	[bookmark: 36]

	—Yet when we came back, late, from the Hyacinth garden,
	[bookmark: 37]

	Your arms full, and your hair wet, I could not
	[bookmark: 38]

	Speak, and my eyes failed, I was neither
	[bookmark: 39]

	Living nor dead, and I knew nothing,
	[bookmark: 40]40

	Looking into the heart of light, the silence.
	[bookmark: 41]

	Öd’ und leer das Meer.
	












When we read the second vignette, which words attracted your attention? Shadow/ red rock/ broken images/ hyacinth girl. There are many things here. 
	What are the roots that clutch, what branches grow
	

	Out of this stony rubbish?
	


The vignette begins with a question. We have a speaker here. The speaker is not Marie. The speaker is a soldier who is passing by a destroyed city and he asks this question. (read the footnote: this unmotivated transition more abrapt…..for the language). The footnote means that we have transformed to a kind of what we call it abrupt transition. Abrupt= sudden. Sudden transition>>>there is not link. So, the speaker is passing by a destroyed city and asks, what are the roots that clutch? You cannot plant in dusty land. The roots will not cling because it is dust. You can plant in a muddy land because the water will cling to it and it will help in reproducing. 
	         what branches grow
	

	Out of this stony rubbish? 
	


Stony rubbish>>> it is like stone. Plants cannot grow in stones. The speaker or the protagonist here questions and at the same time he answers himself. 
Son of man,         Look at this biblical borrowing. 
	You cannot say, or guess, for you know only

	A heap of broken images, 



You do not have the knowledge to say and answer the question because you know only heap of broken images. You do not a concrete image of the thing. So, you are confused. You do not have the complete answer. You have the sense of being unable to answer anything or unable to get anything. This is what Eliot wants us to feel. He wants us to feel the same feeling he felt at a certain period of time. We could feel that the speaker here is certain for some sign of life in this waste desolate land. He searches for signs of life in the desolate waste land. So, he questions himself what are the roots that clutch, what branches grow out of this stony rubbish. And then he answers himself >>>(Son of man) look at this biblical borrowing here. It is borrowed from Ezekiel. Ezekiel is told to preach the coming of the Messiah to incredulous people. During the Jesus time, Ezekiel was ordered to breach and tell that the Messiah is coming. But people because they are nonbelievers, they did not believe. (A heap of broken images) >>>> Again it is borrowed from Ezekiel, chapter six, line six. It means it was breaking of the idols of the Israelis. 
	                                                      where the sun beats,

	And the dead tree gives no shelter, the cricket no relief,

	And the dry stone no sound of water. 


     
 
Look at these desolate images/ everything is collapsing. First of all the sun is the source of light/ gives warmth, but here the sun beats. The sun is destructive. It has destructive powers. It destroys/ it does not nourish because it is very hot.
(dead tree)>>>tree with no leaves/ the branches are very dried so they do not provide a shelter from the heat of the destructive sun.
(the cricket no relief) >>>> The cricket does not give relief. It is an annoying sound. But at least you live the nature’s living. The nature images unfortunately show a kind of disorder of the existence as if nature here is dying. It is desolate. The cricket does not give you any relief.         
(And the dry stone no sound of water) stones do not produce anything, but the sound of the water running over the rocks gives life. So, the stone is dry because there is no running water. 
Look at all of this image of destruction and disorder of nature.
	There is shadow under this red rock,
	25

	(Come in under the shadow of this red rock),
	



The speaker here refers to red rock. Red rock is a reference/ an allusion to Dante’s “Divine Comedy”/ the Mount of Purgatory. The red rock is a symbol of faith or the church/ religion. So, the only way to survive this desolate land is by going back to faith. 
Come in under the shadow of this red rock),
The speaker here recalls or he provides an invitation. Again the word rock is a reference to sterility of the world of the modern man similar to the primitive ages of man’s life when man was primitive. He has no faith. It is the same state of desolation and instinctive kind of live. You see how he could link between the past/ primitive ages and the modern world because both they share common thing; both they have no faith. 
	And I will show you something different from either

	Your shadow at morning striding behind you

	Or your shadow at evening rising to meet you;




Look at the word shadow. The invitation is to come under this red rock. It is not only an invitation for religion, but it is an invitation for a new beginning/ a new life. Eliot here is trying to create a kind of contrast or juxtaposition between man’s hopes for new life and his disillusionment with the time that he lives in; how he is having all these desires for live and how the world around him is filled with despair. So, he is trying to show us by refereeing to these shadows. When you walk in the morning, your shadow is always behind you striding. Stride= to follow you. And your shadow is rising in front of you. (at the back represents the past and in front represents the future and the present time).
I will show you fear in a handful of dust.
The word dust gives us a connotation to death/ despair (an image of death). (Look at the footnote: ‘I will show you handful of dust’  consumes himself to a handful). This is an allusion to Donne’s ‘Devotions’. Donne is a metaphysical poet and Eliot was greatly influenced by him. In this ‘Devotions’, Donne is a religious poet. He converted to faith and he devoted his literary talent to write hymns and religious songs. In this ‘Devotion’ when he said ‘I will show you fear in a handful of dust’, this is an image of death because dust is not a fruitful kind of soil; you cannot plan in the dust. It expresses an image of death and infertility. If the soil is enriched with water, it will regenerate/ it will be fertile/ it will reproduce.   
	Frisch weht der Wind

	Der Heimat zu,

	Mein Irisch Kind,

	Wo weilest du?




Here we have a song. (read the footnote: it is a sailor’s song……) It is borrowed from Wagner’s opera/ a story about love affair between two young. The sailor was ailing away from Ireland and singing. The translations for the lines>>>(fresh blows the wind to the homeland. My Irish child, where do you linger?) 
The story is about a young warrior who was wounded in the war and according to the Scottish rituals of death, he will be put on a bout and sent away far away into the sea. They thought that he is dead but it turned that he reached to the shores of Island and he was saved by this young girl whom hid him in the cave because she realized that he is an enemy. She took care of him and then fell in love with him. When he was cured, both fell in love with each other and he had to go back to his country. When he returned back to his country, he was received and welcomed and the Scottish king sent him to ask for the hand of the Irish king’s daughter. When he went there he realized that it is same one he fell in love because he had thought that she was a maid and she did not him her real identity. So, it is his duty to bring the future wife for his king and bring her back.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


So, this song of the young German sailor onboard of a ship contrasts the life in the waste land that we are talking about. It heightened the moment of meaning because it reminds him of the desolate land. The song here serves as an epigraph for the next part of the vignette which will talk about the hyacinth girl and the hyacinth flower.
	“You gave me hyacinths first a year ago;

	They called me the hyacinth girl.”

	—Yet when we came back, late, from the Hyacinth garden,

	Your arms full, and your hair wet, I could not

	Speak, and my eyes failed, I was neither

	Living nor dead, and I knew nothing,


 


What is the hyacinth girl myth? 
(According to the Greek mythology, the hyacinth is a flower springing from the blood of Hyacinthus or Hyakinthos, bearing his name and moaning his untimely death. It is associated with the cycle of death and regeneration in vegetation cults and fertility rites, one of the major themes in Eliot's The Waste Land. Also, with all her youth and mythical bonds to rebirth, the hyacinth girl can be considered an antithesis to the death wish of the Sibyl in the epigraph. Their common connection to Apollo reinforces this parallel.)
	“You gave me hyacinths first a year ago;

	They called me the hyacinth girl.”




The speaker here is a girl. It could be Marie. 
	

	

	—Yet when we came back, late, from the Hyacinth garden,

	Your arms full, and your hair wet, I could not

	Speak, and my eyes failed, I was neither

	Living nor dead, and I knew nothing,




The wet hair is because of the spring showers/ the rain.  We feel that speaker is suspended between life and death as if she is having get in life.
	Looking into the heart of light, the silence.

	Öd’ und leer das Meer.



(Read the footnote: This describes a moment of mystical long recognition like the end of act one……..). So, here we have interference from Ezra Pound who edited the poem. 
The speaker again is recalling memories from the past about someone giving her flowers. Flowers are symbolic because they are representation of love/ affection/ new life/ spring/ fertility. The hyacinths flowers are a symbol of resurrection and new beginnings. 

In the first vignette, we have the speaker asking the question and you are starting a journey. The speaker in the first vignette is Marie.
The second vignette where we have the broken image idea, the speaker is a different speaker. The speaker is the soldier who passed by the waste land and asked these questions and keep recalling about the other theme about regeneration and life.
The third vignette:
Now we move to the third vignette in which we met a new character. The third vignette starts with Madame Sosostris. 
	Madame Sosostris, famous clairvoyante,
	[bookmark: 43]

	Had a bad cold, nevertheless
	[bookmark: 44]

	Is known to be the wisest woman in Europe,
	[bookmark: 45]45

	With a wicked pack of cards. Here, said she,
	[bookmark: 46]

	Is your card, the drowned Phoenician Sailor,
	[bookmark: 47]

	(Those are pearls that were his eyes. Look!)
	[bookmark: 48]

	Here is Belladonna, the Lady of the Rocks,
	[bookmark: 49]

	The lady of situations.
	[bookmark: 50]50

	Here is the man with three staves, and here the Wheel,
	[bookmark: 51]

	And here is the one-eyed merchant, and this card,
	[bookmark: 52]

	Which is blank, is something he carries on his back,
	[bookmark: 53]

	Which I am forbidden to see. I do not find
	[bookmark: 54]

	The Hanged Man. Fear death by water.
	[bookmark: 55]55

	I see crowds of people, walking round in a ring.
	[bookmark: 56]

	Thank you. If you see dear Mrs. Equitone,
	[bookmark: 57]

	Tell her I bring the horoscope myself:
	[bookmark: 58]

	One must be so careful these days.
	










In this vignette, we are introduced to Madame Sosostris. She is a fortuneteller/ the one who predicts the future. Why do people go to fortuneteller?
A student: there is no faith/ to know something new/ fear of future/ they have shaken belief.
The doctor: 
We have characters from the waste land/ people who are disillusioned/ people who have no faith or shaken faith/ people who are disturbed. So, they have to go to fortuneteller to tell them about their future/ to tell them something about the insecure life ahead of them.  Madame Sosostris is famous for being a wife/ knowledgeable woman, but she does have all the answers. Clairvoyante= a fortuneteller/ she has a great insight. She is like Sibyl. You see the link here. So, the fortuneteller Madame Sosostris is like Sibyl at the beginning of the poem. Sibyl has great prophetic power. But Madame Sosostris has a bad cold. She is a human being and she is sick. 
	Had a bad cold, nevertheless

	Is known to be the wisest woman in Europe,



She has great reputation. She is known in the western world. She is sick, so that she could not see clearly. She has limited spiritual dimensions. She cannot see and act well so she has limited powers. The speaker is the same soldier.  
With a wicked pack of cards.
She is fortunate but she has wicked pack of cards.  wicked pack of cards= are certain cards and they have certain meanings. The soldier who has just returned has no hopes for future. He came out of death. He is looking for certain answers for his question. So, he went to Madame Sosostris, she started by unfolding the cards for him. She told him,
	Here, said she,

	Is your card, the drowned Phoenician Sailor,


  
(The drowned Phoenician sailor) >>>you remember the god of fertility whose image is thrown into the sea. This is the card of it. It means that this is an image of death.  
(Those are pearls that were his eyes. Look!)
This line is borrowed from Shakespeare’s “The Tempest”. (look at the footnote) The line tells us about the death of the king by drowning. 
When the fortuneteller Madame Sosostris unfolds the cards and gives it to the speaker and tells him this is your card which is the drowned Phoenician sailor, what does that mean? She is fortuning him that he is going to die by water. One can die by drowning or he could die because there is no water to drink/ to die out of thirst. You see the double meaning of death here. One could die by drowning. The other could die out of thirst.
If you look at the cards (The drowned Phoenician sailor), actually there is no card in the group. There is no card of a drowned sailor in the tarot is a pack of cards. This is Eliot’s own invention.   
	Here is Belladonna, the Lady of the Rocks,

	The lady of situations.



Belladonna= a beautiful lady. (Read the footnote) Belladonna is the name of a poisonous plant = a dangerous drug used by women to enlarge the pupil of the eyes= make them bigger in size.  
(The lady of the rock)>>>this is a reference to a painting of Leonardo da Vinci’s Madonna of the rocks. It is ironical. These are wasteland rocks. 
The references here to all of these; Belladonna, the lady of the rock, the lady of situation, refer to a seductive woman. This image is going to be referred in the other sections of the poem about how woman are abused. 
The fortuneteller Madame Sosostris is only unfolding. She is only showing the cards which means that she is shortsighted. She does not help. Shoe could not find all the answers. 
Here is the man with three staves,
It is an image of a man who is holding three staves. This is a symbol which is associated again with the fisher king myth and it represents these staves that they have leaves on them forcing life to start again. (Read the footnote)
and here the Wheel,          The wheel is a major card in the fortune because it is the wheel of fortune/ the wheel which shows sometimes reversal of fortune/ the reversal of the human life. 
And here is the one-eyed merchant,
It is another card. Until now we have these cards: The drowned Phoenician sailor/ Belladonna or the lady of the rocks/ the man with three staves/ the wheel/ the one-eyed merchant. 
	And here is the one-eyed merchant, and this card,

	Which is blank, is something he carries on his back,

	Which I am forbidden to see. 



Now he knows how shortsighted is Madame Sosostris even though she is known to be a fortuneteller. 
The blank card has no inscriptions on it which means no one can know what is there in that card. 
 (the one-eyed merchant) it suggests evil/ crookedness. 
	                       I do not find

	The Hanged Man..



The hanged man is a card where we have a hanged man with one foot on a T shape with symbolizes self-sacrifice. So, the card here represents self-sacrifice. It is related to the myth of the fertility God. If you go to Frazer’s book, you will find that was earlier even in Asian and African primitive time, they would use the sexual organs of male and they will plant them in ground in order to offer fertility. 
Fear death by water.
This is warning. This is a key line. The soldier here might face death by water, either drowning or out of thirst in this waste land and this might be a symbolic kind of death/ a spiritual death. You see the connection between water here and spiritual sources.
	I see crowds of people, walking round in a ring.

	Thank you. 



The speaker here could see crowd of people and those people are walking round in a ring which means that they are going in circles. When a man goes in circles, what does that mean?  Going in a ring, it seems that there is confusion/ there is no stability/ there is no guide or aim or goal in man’s life. Those crowds represents the characters in the waste land (up till now, they are Marie, the solider, Madame Sosostris). 
	Thank you. If you see dear Mrs. Equitone,

	Tell her I bring the horoscope myself:

	One must be so careful these days.



The speaker is Madame Sosostris. The people of the waste land here lack guidance and lack stability and comfort in their lives. 
In this vignette, we have Madame Sosostris as a major character. We have the speaker. And there is a reference to Mrs. Equitone. We will meet her later on. And we have a reference to the tart cards which play a significant role in modern’s man life.
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