Lecture 30
Unit 10

1.  Jason thinks desktop computers are more convenient than laptops.
    Jason thinks desktop computers are less convenient than laptops.                              

2.  Sandra thinks e-cards are more fun than postcards.
    Sandra thinks e-cards are less fun than postcards.                                                       

3.  Robert's grandparents think instant messaging easier than phone        
    calls. Robert's grandparents think instant messaging is harder than phone calls.       

4.  Jason and Peter think video conferences are more boring than long business                 meetings.
   Jason and Peter think than video conferencing is more interesting than long business    meetings.                                                                                                                         
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More, less, fewer 
How to make comparisons with nouns and verbs: 

•With countable nouns: 
more / fewer + countable noun 
I get more calls than you do. 
You get fewer calls than I do 
•With uncountable nouns: 
more / less + uncountable noun 
I spend more time on the phone; you spend less time 
She gets less mail than he does 

•With verbs: 
Verb + more / less + than 
She talks more than he does 
He talks less than she does

Do / Does after than 
Do / does is often used after than 
so that the verb does not have to 
be repeated. 
I talk more than you do. 
( than you do = than you talk )
Complete the sentences with more, less, or fewer.
1.          Josh  Wow! Look at my mailbox. It's full. I get _______ junk mail than you do.
             Bill  Yeah, but you only had two spam messages last week. I had twenty!
                     I get __________ spam than you do.
2.        Julie  Oh, no! My cell-phone bill is really high this month! I need to talk _______                        than. I did last month.
        Paula  Let me see. Sixty dollars? That's not bad. Mine was ninety-five dollars.
                   My cell phone costs me _________ money than yours!
3         Dan  I only had two text messages last week. I get __________ text messages than                     phone calls.
           Eric  I don't really like to use my cell phone too much. Actually, I like instant                        messaging __________ than text messaging.
4.Michael    Would you turn that computer off? You spend _________ time online than                        anyone I know!
      Larry    Well, I'm bored. You're always watching TV. You could watch ________ TV.                    you know!
5.      Ben    OH, no! The server is down again! I need to change my provider to yours.                     You seem to have a lot ______ problems with your Internet service provider                    I do.
      Paul    I don't know. My provide breaks down _______ than your provider, but your                  service has _________ useful features than mine has.  

Superlative Adjectives 
•A superlative adjective expresses the extreme or highest degree of a quality. We use a superlative adjective to describe the extreme quality of one thing in a group of things. 

•As with comparative adjectives, there are two ways to form a superlative adjective: 
short adjectives: add "-est”
fast : the fastest
long adjectives: use "most“
modern : the most modern
irregular adjectives
good : the best
•We also usually add 'the' at the beginning. 

Conversation strategy   Dealing with interruptions
     A  How do you interrupt a conversation politely in your language? Do you use                 expressions like these?
                 A  Hi, how are you?
                 B   Good. Oh, just a minute – someone's at the door! Can you hold on?

    Ali  Hello?
Omar  Hi, Ali. It's Omar.
   Ali  Hey. How are you doing?
Omar  Great! Guess what? You remember that photo contest I entered?
   Ali  Yeah? Oh, just a minute. There's someone at the door . . . So, you were saying?
Omar  Well, I won a trip to Mexico . . .
   Ali  No way! Oh, sorry. Hold on a second. I just need to switch phones . . . So, what               were you saving?
Omar  Well, it's a trip for two, and I was just calling to ask . . . do you want to come               with me?
   Ali  Are you kidding? Of course!
	    Restarting the conversation:
What were you saying?
You were saying?
Where were we?
   What were we talking about?
	Interrupting a conversation:
Just a minute / second.
Excuse me just a second.
I's sorry. Hold on (a second).
              Could / can you hold on a second?



Strategy Plus

You can use                                   Just a minute.
the word just          
to make the                          I just need to switch phones.
things you say
softer.                                  I was just calling to ask . . .

E-Communication
     A   Can you match these text messages with their meanings? Complete with a                     partner.

2moro              Gr8                 Thx                 XLNT                   ILY             RUOK

Excellent      I love you.       Tomorrow       Are you OK?       Thanks        Great!


C U L8R
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Reading Questions 
1.The symbol used in texting “8” sounds like: 
a. at 
b. ate 
c. eat 
d. it 
2.Most people send text messages __________. 
a. at work 
b. for business 
c. at night 
d. for fun
3.64% of users say that texting is ___________ than phone calls. 
a. good 
b. easier 
c. worse 
d. cheaper
4.It’s difficult to use phone calls ____________. 
a. in a match 
b. at work 
c. at home 
d. in the park
1   Match the expressions with the situations:
1.  "I'm sorry. I have the wrong number." _____
2.  "There's no answer." _____
3.  "We have a bad connection." _____
4.  "the line is busy." _____
5.  "Where were we?" _____
                                              a.  You can't hear someone clearly.
                                              b.  You call the wrong number by mistake.
                                              c.  You come back to a conversation after an interruption.
                                              d.  The phone rings and rings, but nobody answers it.
                                              e.  The person you are calling is talking on the phone.

2   What expressions can you use in these situations when you are on the phone?
How many can you think of for each situation? Complete the chart.
You have problems getting hold of someone.    You ask to speak to someone.




You have problems with the call while             You say why you're calling.
you're talking.


 

You ask if it's a good time to talk                     You restart the conversation.




You need to interrupt the conversation.          You can't talk now, but you can                                                                           talk later. 




A  Choose the correct word to compelete each phone expression:
1.  have a bad ____                 a.  message             b. connection              c. number
2.  call me ____                       a. number              b. connection              c. back
3.  have another ____             a. call                     b. number                   c. mistake
4.  heave a ____                     a. back                    b. message                  c. call
5.  have the wrong ____         a. number              b. mistake                   c. connection
6.  please hold ____                a. on                       b. in                            c. call
7.  get cut ____                      a. back                    b. on                           c. off
B  Use the phone expressions in part A to complete the sentences:
1.  Jeremy called me at work, but I was in an important meeting and couldn't talk. I         asked Jeremy to ____________________ later.
2.  Rick can't hear Anthony because there's too much noise on the line. 
    They _________________.
3.  William needs to talk to Duncan, but he's not home. He wants him to return his call,      so he'll have to ___________________________.
4.  Jim wanted to call his brother, but he accidentally called someone he didn't know.        He _______________________________.
5.  I have problems with my call phone. Every time I walk into my bedroom, I hear a        tone and then I __________________________.
6.  I called Mike, but his dad said he was upstairs watching TV. He asked me to                ___________________________ while he called him to the phone. 
7.  Jenny works at home, and she gets a lot of phone calls. Every time I call her, I have      to hold on because she______________________________.
Circle the best response for each phone expression:
1.  I can't hear you. We have a bad connection.
       a. I have another call.
       b. Call me back on a different phone.
2.  please leave a message.
       a. Hi, Frank. This is Miguel. Call me at home.
       b. Frank is on the phone.
3.  Can you hold on, pleas?
       a. sure, no problem.
       b. I get cut off.
4.  Oh, I'm sorry. I think I have the wrong number.
       a. One moment, please.
       b. No problem.
5.  Good morning, Cambridge University press.
       a. Would you like to leave a message?
       b. Could I speak to Steven Smith, please?
6.  Did you get my message?
       a. Yeah, I think I did.
       b. No problem. 
A   Complete the below with expressions from the phone conversation.
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B  Complete the conversations with expressions from the chart in part A .
1.          Tom  Hi, Paul! I have some good news.
           Paul  Oh, I'm sorry. ______________________________ I have another call.
           Tom  Sure, I don't mind.
2.       Abby  Kate, it's Abby. I'm at the supermarket and . . . 
          Kate  Just a second. I have to turn off the TV. _____________________________
         Abby  I was saying, I'm at the supermarket. Can you meet me?
3. Michael  Hey, it's me. I'm calling because I'm – oops! Hold on, I dropped my                                  briefcase. . . ______________________________.
         Britt  You're calling because you're . . .
   Michael  Oh, yes, I'm working late. I'll be home around nine tonight.

Disagree with the statements:
1.  A  I think VCRs are easier or use than DVD players.
    B  _________________________________________________________________________
2.  A  To me, regular cameras take better pictures than cell-phone cameras.
    B __________________________________________________________________________
3.  A  I think radios are noisier than TVs.
    B __________________________________________________________________________
4.  A  it's easier or understand a oice-mail message than a written one.
    B __________________________________________________________________________
5.  A  It's hard when your cell phone doesn't work, but it's worse when your computer           is broken.
    B __________________________________________________________________________
6.  A  In my opinion, text message are more popular than phone calls to keep in touch.
    B __________________________________________________________________________







By: samiyah al-zahrani.. 
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A new language?
Because it's quicker to “write” without apostrophes
and vowels, texting has its own language. And it's
fun to use the symbols. There's
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a best-selling dictionary
(or “DXNRE") for texting
called Wan2tlk?

Some people say that texting
encourages bad punctuation
and spelling. On the other
hand, more teens are writing
than ever before. Now, that
has to be a good thing!
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If you're one of the 70% of cell-phone
users who use text messaging, you
know that C U L8R means “See you
later.” “Texting” is now the new way
to talk (or “tlk”), especially for
young people. But why is that?
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Upsides and downsides

Generally, texting is cheaper than making phone
calis. I’s also more direct, since you can send or get
information without having to ask and answer polite
“How are you?" questions.
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It's a love thing.
There's no doubt about it text
‘messages are for personal
communication. Only 10% of
messages are work related,
and the peak hours for
texting are between 10:30
and 11:00 at night!
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And it's more discreet, too. No one can hear your
“conversations,” and you can receive text messages
almost anywhere — at work, in meetings, or in
class. You can also use texting in noisy places like
matches where using a cell phone is difficult.
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Most users (64%) say
texting is  good way to
meet up with friends - it's
easy tosay, “I'l b 10 mins
18 in a text message .
Maybe that explains why
more people now use
texting to find each other
in malls or airports.




