Prose 6
Third year-Second semester

The 2nd lecture:                                                                                                        د.صباح
Today we are going to discuss characters, setting, narration, themes, and autobiographical factors. My focus will be on narration and setting. 
The novel is very neatly structured novel. The division of the novel is into seven books. I showed you last week the titles of the whole chapter. If you follow them, you will follow the development of the plot in the novel. The chapters within each book also have titles. The importance of those titles is making us follow up as if George Eliot is really giving us the whole novel in brief through the titles of the books on one side and through the titles of the chapters on the other side. 
Book I: Boy and Girl
Which boy and which girl? Tom and Maggie. They are sister and brother. Two of them are very important. They are considered the major characters but Maggie is more important than Tom. The whole novel is about Maggie. It is also about Tom but she is the center. So, Maggie Tulliver is the protagonist of the novel.
As we said that we can consider the novel an autobiographical novel. ‘Autobiographical’ has two meanings. 

1-It depicts writer’s life. 

2-It traces the development of the protagonist in the novel itself from childhood to adulthood. We see Maggie as a girl at the beginning of the novel and then we witness the development of her life and character and then we meet her at the end of the novel until she is a young woman.
So, as I said last week it is the writer’s life. And many critics have said that this novel and so many of her other novels also are very personal. The other aspect is showing the development of the protagonist herself. 
Our novel is ‘The Mill of the Floss’ and we discussed the symbolism and significance of the title and the contrast between mill (representing industrialization and mechanization) and floss (the name of the river in the novel and it is a fictional river). There is no river in England called Floss but it represents nature and at the same time when we say river, I think this is a very important symbol in literature whether it is western or eastern.

What is the symbolism of the river?  Life, movement and continuity because it continues to go on and on, nature and death. It has also some Christian symbols. 
Have this symbolism in mind when we are reading the novel because the Floss is really an important symbol and when symbol keeps recurring or is seen so many times in the novel, we call this a motif.
What is a motif? recurred image or symbol. Sometime we have recurred theme. 
Recur: to appear repeatedly. 

So, a recurred motif is the river. It is very important in ‘The Mill of the Floss’; it appears in the title and it also has great significance in the novel itself.
Let us start by reading chapter one from book one. 

The Mill on the Floss

By

George Eliot

Book I

Boy and Girl

Chapter I

Outside Dorlcote Mill
A WIDE PLAIN, where the broadening Floss hurries on between its green banks to the sea, and the loving tide, rushing to meet it, checks its passage with an impetuous embrace. On this mighty tide the black ships—laden with the fresh-scented fir-planks, with rounded sacks of oil-bearing seed, or with the dark glitter of coal—are borne along to the town of St. Ogg’s, which shows its aged, fluted red roofs and the broad gables of its wharves between the low wooded hill and the

river-brink, tingeing the water with a soft purple hue under the transient glance of this February sun.
The opening of the first chapter is very significant. What do we usually get at this very ancient position in a novel? The setting.
Does George Eliot do that in ‘The Mill of the Floss’? Yes. 

She used the customary way of opening the novel by description of the setting. Notice how much information about the setting is put in the first sentence; ‘A wide plain’. Plain means that we are in countryside. The novel is a provincial coming from the word province; it is the countryside, the rural scene (you are familiar with the word rural from the romantic poetry, and the words landscape and pastoral will be used). But we will focus on the word provincial.
where the broadening Floss hurries on between its green banks to the sea, and the loving tide, rushing to meet it, checks its passage with an impetuous embrace.
What is described here? The plain and the river. The river is broadening, it is changing.  And it hurries on between its green banks to the sea. So, this is again an emphasis on the setting; the countryside. Where do usually rivers end? In the sea. So, we see here an establishment. In this description, we see the relationship between river, sea and the town of St. Ogg’s. We see the town of St. Ogg’s in relation to a river on one side and in relation to the sea. It is not just a description of the location; it has really a symbolical significance. River is life, river is continuity, and river is maybe rebirth. 
A student: river is freedom.

The doctor: it was on the river that Maggie Tulliver met Stephen and she eloped with him. So, maybe it is freedom from the boundaries of the society.
A student: river is passion.

The doctor: yes, we can see that since it is strong, since it allows Maggie to do what her feeling direct her to do. So maybe it is passion.  
What does the second sentence describe? 

On this mighty tide the black ships—laden with the fresh-scented fir-planks, with rounded sacks of oil-bearing seed, or with the dark glitter of coal—are borne along to the town of St. Ogg’s,
We understand that there in a mention of the setting place; St. Ogg’s. This is the name of the town in which the action takes place. It is a provincial setting in which the Tullivers live or most of the action of the novel takes place. So, the mention of ships, goods, homes and fir-planks indicates what? What type of town is it? We can say that St. Ogg’s is a trade town. This is the industrialization that is going on at the end of the 19th century in England. 
So, what it is indicated in the title about contrast between nature and industrialization is again repeated; the same image, the same contrast in description of the town of St. Ogg’s.
We mean by setting place and time. So, what time is it? In February. It is winter in England. 

If you follow up the following sentence, there are pastures, dark earth, trees, all these make us feel that we are really in the middle of a provincial town. This is the countryside and the description; the details, about the setting of the novel.  
George Eliot was really very famous for her power of description. She has an eye for detail that means that she can describe not just the general picture but she goes into details and she is very good and skillful in doing that. So, this is style. Her style is characterized by her power of description; she gives very small details that help us as readers to imagine and formulate a mental picture of the place and that help you really to take part, not as readers sitting on your chair or lying on your bed but also making you sympathize and interact with the action and the characters and so on. 
A student:
 why does she describe the things which are not human as loving and especially when she said an impetuous embrace as if the river and the sea are people who are close to each other. 
The doctor: 

This is the characteristic of her style. And you will find that now she is maybe humanizing inanimate objects. 

Why is she describing the river as if it was humanized? 
A student 1: 

Maybe she is trying to connect between human and nature and to say that nature is part of human and human must appreciate it. 

A student 2: 

The river itself reflects the character of Maggie.

The doctor: 

There is a very strong relationship between the whole scene and the protagonist and the other characters because the choice of the provincial setting determines the choice of characters, choice of themes and maybe also literary style. 

A student 3:

Maybe to please us as readers by using these words.

The doctor:
Pleases us in what way? By giving us a beautiful image?

Okay, she is pleasing us and at the same time making us interact. When you feel this river is alive like you (it can embrace, it can run, it can do things, then it really connects you to the novel and makes you read closely and sympathize with the characters in it.   
A student:

She starts in February in winter season. I think it is a sad season for England people. I think the narrator is foreshadowing for sad story. 

The doctor:

Exactly, because it is a sad story. If you read closely, you will find the mention also of a flood in this opening chapter.

A student:

There is an irony because as the river is the life of the town and it will be the death of Maggie and her brother.
The doctor:

Now I want you to move to another point.
How lovely the little river is, with its dark changing wavelets! It seems to me like a living companion while I wander along the bank, and listen to its low, placid voice, as to the voice of one who is deaf and loving. I remember those large dipping willows. I remember the stone bridge.

What is the significance of this part? Method of narration.

From which point of view do we get the action of the novel? First person narrator. 

There is ‘me’ and there is ‘I’. 

You know that the writers are free to choose the different methods of narration but when they take one and select it to be their main method of narration all the novel, it means that they are trying to achieve an aim. 
So, what are the benefits of using a first person narrator for a novelist?
First person narrator a very limited point of view because first person narrator can be a character in the novel itself and can only give us what he/she sees because if he/she is one of the characters that means that he would just observe and narrate. 
What is the other method that allows more freedom for the writer to give more in a point of view? Third person narration. 
Third person narration actually has two levels. We can just say third person narration where we have a reference to the characters as ‘he, she, and they’. But we have the omniscient third person narrator. 
Omniscient=knowledgeable, all-knowing, knowing not only about what the characters do or what they say but also knowing the feelings and the motives and the faults of the character. So, this allows the writers more freedom to give description of the character’s psychology. This is what George Eliot does though it was not really familiar in Victorian novels but she has really helped in development of English novel by trying to enter the psychology of her characters and describe more about their feelings. Novelists at her time and before that did not do that, they were concerned of actions and what the characters do and what the characters say. This is going to be a movement in the English novel. You will see in the modern novel that most novelists do this because a modern reader who is really living all the problems of this life will not be satisfied but he wants more depth about analysis of the psychology of the characters. 
So, we know now that we have a first person narrator; it gives closeness. 
Some critics said that the first person narrator really represents Gorge Eliot in so many things. You know that the narrator is not a writer, but in this novel you see so many similarities between George Eliot and her narrator. Some said it represents George Eliot and others said it seems to be like a second self of George Eliot. The things that she cannot say, she will put these things as words of her narrator. 
Notice the last sentence of the first paragraph. This first person narrator here a woman.
“I remember those large dipping willows. I remember the stone bridge.”
Willow is a kind of trees.
The word ‘remember’ is repeated twice. This gives us a feeling that the whole novel is given as some sort of memory. It is something that it is remembered. The past is also invoked. It gives you a sense that something from the past is going to influence the narration or be actually the major thing in the narration. 
We move to the last paragraph in chapter one.
Ah, my arms are really benumbed. I have been pressingmy elbows on the arms of my chair, and dreaming that I was standing on the bridge in front of Dorlcote Mill, as it looked one February afternoon many years ago. Before I dozed off, I was going to tell you what Mr. and Mrs. Tulliver were talking about, as they sat by the bright fire in the left-hand parlor, on that very afternoon I have been dreaming of.
Do you feel know it is memory? The word dream id mentioned also. (many years ago) = also indicates the past. The narrator, who is actually a character in the novel in chapter one at least, was in St. Ogg’s viewing and enjoying the scene, looking at the river, the ships, the mill, the plains, and the willow trees around and she remembers what has happened in the same many years ago. 
What is the actual time of the novel? 1820s

So, such indications help us to see that the novel is not really depicting the cotemporary sea (contemporary maybe the date of publication of the novel). She goes back to the 1820s which we said must have been a very important period and we have seen that it was historically an important period and you will see now that even personally it was important period for George Eliot.  
So, I want you now to realize that the whole novel now will be given as some sort of memory, dream of the narrator who viewed the scene and remembered what has happened before. The mention of the flood is important. It is mentioned in chapter one as if it is preparing us for the climax of the novel where there is going to be a very big flood in which the protagonist ad her brother will die. So, to make some sort of foreshadowing what is to come, we see that there will be different references to the flood here and there. 

And before this paragraph, we see that there is a little girl also watching the same scene that the narrator is watching. 
Now I can turn my eyes toward the mill again, and watch the unresting wheel sending out its diamond jets of water. That little girl is watching it too;
Now let us move to chapter two. 
Chapter II

Mr. Tulliver, of Dorlcote Mill, Declares His

Resolution about Tom

The title gives us the sum of the chapter. We find Mr. and Mrs. Tulliver discussing the education of their son, not their daughter though they acknowledge in this chapter that Maggie is cleverer than Tom, but remember that this is Victorian society in which views of men and women, boys and girls were very clearly seen. You would like to give an education to a clever child but the fact that she is a girl makes them like all the people living around them whether in St. Ogg’s or in England at that time. In the 19th century, they feel that their major concern is the education of their son. He is the one who is going to grow up and to be a man; he is the one who is supposed to support his family. They did not give the education of women because they thought education is for men, but they were giving them something practical like painting and playing the piano. 
Let us read the first few sentences of the chapter because now we are actually starting with the action of the novel. I will read this just to show you again the characteristic of her style because it is a provincial novel. She has to imitate the dialect of provincial people. 
“WHAT I WANT, you know,” said Mr. Tulliver,—”what I want is to give Tom a good eddication; an eddication as’ll be a bread to him. That was what I was thinking of when I gave notice for him to leave the academy at Lady-day. I mean to put him to a downright good school at Midsummer. The two years at th’ academy ‘ud ha’ done well enough, if I’d meant to make a miller and farmer of him, for he’s had a fine sight more schoolin’ nor I ever got. All the learnin’ my father ever paid for was a bit o’ birch at one end and the alphabet at th’ other. But I should like Tom to be a bit of a scholard, so as he might be up to the tricks o’ these fellows as talk fine

and write with a flourish. It ‘ud be a help to me wi’ these lawsuits, and arbitrations, and things. I wouldn’t make a downright lawyer o’ the lad,—I should be sorry for him to

be a raskill,—but a sort o’ engineer, or a surveyor, or an auctioneer and vallyer, like Riley, or one o’ them smartish busi nesses as are all profits and no outlay, only for a big watchchain

and a high stool. They’re pretty nigh all one, and they’re not far off being even wi’ the law, I believe; for Riley looks Lawyer Wakem i’ the face as hard as one cat looks another.

He’s none frightened at him.”

Eddication= education.

Notice the wrong grammar. 
What is the problem of Mr. Tulliver’s education? Did he get a good education?
He said my father just gave me spelling and reading and that’s it. Probably that was the only education available at the time of Mr. Tulliver; that was the beginning of the 18th century. But he realizes that his son needs more than that. He wants his son to be an engineer, auctioneer, surveyor, vallyer; things again related to what people in a provincial town would look at very high things. He said I will make a scholar of him. High recognized jobs were available at that time. So, Mr. Tulliver is concerned about the education of Tom because he wants him to be socially recognized man later on and at the same time he said he will help me to get the right education, he will help me with lawsuits I have, so this gives us an indication that Mr. Tulliver is in trouble; he has a lot of lawsuits, and he mentions Wakem. 
In the following paragraph, Mrs. Tulliver is introduced. We have her physical appearance. And we know something about her character.
Mr. Tulliver was speaking to his wife, a blond comely woman in a fan-shaped cap (I am afraid to think how long it is since fan-shaped caps were worn, they must be so near coming in

again. At that time, when Mrs. Tulliver was nearly forty, they were new at St. Ogg’s, and considered sweet things).

So, Mrs. Tulliver is about forty, blond comely woman. And we will later on know that she is fat, but we will also know more about her character rand her attitudes towards what her husband is discussing. Does she really appreciate this about the education of Tom? What she cares about is the physical well-being of her son. You will also see the attitude of Mrs. Tulliver towards both her son whom she loves clearly and towards her daughter who seems not to be a satisfactory child. So, we will see the relationship between Maggie and her mother which seems to be not a very big relationship. 
Two pages later, you will see Mr. and Mrs. Tulliver frankly saying that it is a pity that Maggie is cleverer than her brother. 

“It seems a bit a pity, though,” said Mr. Tulliver, “as the lad should take after the mother’s side instead o’ the little wench.

Mr. Tulliver is saying that Tom is not so clever because he is taking after his mother side and he says that Maggie is taking cleverness from his side.
So, we know in what the environment our protagonist is brought up. The environment does not appreciate her as a girl, does not appreciate her cleverness and considers her to be as unsatisfactory. She is continuously described as being naughty, disobedient, mischievous, and uncontrolled. 
Mrs.  Tulliver is not happy with this child for many reasons:
She is naughty and disobedient and mischievous.

She is plain; not pretty, and at the same time untidy. You will see a lot of description about her hair and her clothes. She is not happy with her hair; she wants it to be cut. And she cuts is later.
Now we see Maggie and we can know something about Maggie from her actions and interaction with other characters. As she enters from outside, she throws her bonnet; her hat, in a special way that was displeasing.  So, she comments:

“Oh, dear, oh, dear, Maggie, what are you thinkin’of, to throw your bonnet down there? Take it upstairs, there’s a good gell, an’ let your hair be brushed, an’ put your other pinafore on, an’ change your shoes, do, for shame; 
She is always shouting at her daughter for not behaving in the way she wants her to behave. So, Maggie is really untidy. She throws her things around, she does not keep her clothes clean, and she does not follow the rules that her family and her society set for her.  

Chapter III

Mr. Riley Gives His Advice Concerning a

School for Tom

Mr. Riley is a friend of Mr. Tulliver and a local auctioneer. So, since Mr. Tulliver thinks of Tom or being an auctioneer as a possible job for Tom, he consults and auctioneer in St.Ogg’s.
In this chapter, more about Maggie is given. She attends this scene of a conversation between Mr. Riley and her father and she shows off her cleverness by that she reads and she even reads from those books to Mr. Riley which makes them again feel that it is really a pity that she is clever. If you analyze the novel in the psychoanalysis, you will see that she is naughty and disobedient because of the way her parents and her society treat her. They say to her face that we wish your brother was clever, not you and they differentiate in the treatment between Tom and Maggie. So, definitely that will affect her personality and make her disobedient.
A student: despite all these things, she loves her brother very much.

The doctor:

This is an important feature in her character. She does not despise her family specially her brother and her father. 

We will discuss in this chapter and the following ones another personal trait of Maggie Tulliver which is her emotional dependence. 

Now we are going to discuss Maggie and more about her naughtiness, her rebellious behavior and her fits of anger. Here we start to notice what George Eliot was trying to make us see in those early chapters in the novel which is the relationship will be emotional attachment, very close attachment to her father and to her brother. When she heard her father talking in an angry way about Tom, what is her reaction? 
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 Maggie jumped up from her stool, forgetting all about her heavy book, which fell with a bang within the fender, and going up between her father’s knees, said, in a half-crying, half-indignant voice,—“Father, Tom wouldn’t be naughty to you ever; I know he wouldn’t.”
So, she gets really upset when she feels that her father is not happy about Tom. This incident makes us see what a relationship that Maggie has with her brother! She has a problem in her relationship with the members of her family because she seems to emotionally depend on her father and brother to attain things; he has to be pleased with her, otherwise she will be very sad. 
A student: is this emotional dependence considering unhealthy? 

The doctor:

Yes, because you should not depend on other people to make you happy or unhappy. You should have some sort of emotional independence. Another instance will be seen on the following chapter.
Chapter IV

Tom Is Expected
Expected from where? From his school. In the Victorian society, most of the schools are boarding schools. So, he is away and he is coming back. She wanted to go with her father to get Tom. They did not allow her to do that. How did she react? 
So, here we have her reaction to her parents’ refusal of Maggie accompanying her father to get Tom.

Mrs. Tulliver was eager to tidy up Maggie, she had all the brushes on her lap and she was trying to convince Maggie to come, so that she can comb her hair. 

What does Maggie do? She goes, she dips her hair in a basin of water making her hair so wet and her clothes also were so wet. 
How would you expect Mrs. Tulliver to react? Very upset and devastative. 

Oh dear, oh dear! look at your clean pinafore, wet from top to bottom. Folks ‘ull think it’s a judgment on me as I’ve got such a child,—they’ll think I’ve done summat wicked.”

So, for Mrs. Tulliver having a naughty child will make the people around her judge her and say that it is a punishment for maybe something wicked that Mrs. Tulliver has done to be punished by having such a naughty child. She says this in front of Maggie. So, that is why Maggie would be naughty and mischievous because she understands and feels and sees in front of her eyes how her parents feel and act towards her. So, this is another example of rebellious Maggie and of her disobedience. It was very important for Victorian girl to look tidy and to keep her clothes clean, to keep her hair set. And we will see that again when she grows up as if the writer is really stressing these qualities about Maggie will be continue to be her trait as she grows up. 
Chapter V

Tom Comes Home

Tom is back and he has a present for Maggie. He brings her a fishing line. He was feeling so happy with himself that he brought his sister a present. George immediately After George Eliot showing us how Maggie was really elated to receive a small gift from her brother, she immediately shows us how she was very unhappy when her brother was upset with her. 

 In the paragraph which begins with ‘Nevertheless he submitted to be kissed ……’ and also the paragraph before it which begins with ‘Mrs. Tulliver stood with her arms open….’ : we will see the emotions  of Maggie uncontrolled when she received her brother and she hug with the arms around his nick to the extent that she was strangling him. So, these are very extreme emotions. 

 ‘Tom’s arm slowly relaxed, and Maggie’s answer was to throw her arms round Tom’s neck’ This is the expression of her emotion.   
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 ‘For Maggie dreaded Tom’s anger of all things; it was quite a different anger from her own.”
She did not want him to make him angry and when he was angry, she was really afraid. She is saying here that his hanger was different from hers. It might indicates something maybe about the treatment of boys and girls which makes boys so full of themselves; they can do whatever they want, but girls are not really allowed to show what Maggie was showing and she got the comments of her parents that we naughty, but when Tom got Angry he did not get the comments that was naughty. So, this is a differentiation between boy and girl in the Victorian society.
Then we see how she is begging for his forgiveness after he discovered that the rabbit are dead. He forgives her but after she really goes into very great emotions. 
We know something about Tom’s character in chapter five and we start to get more about his character and we feel that there is something in Tom that we do not like; he is so full of himself, definitely because this family and this society treat him to be like that. 
Chapter VI

The Aunts and Uncles Are Coming

The Tullivers are planning for a party in which they are going to invite the family members, the Gleggs and the Deanes; relatives from Mr. Tulliver’s side and Mrs. Tulliver’s side because they have something important to discuss. It is the education of Tom.  

Another character is introduced in this chapter is Bob Jakin. He is a friend of Tom. He is a rascal boy; he is a very mischievous boy. He does very cruel things especially to the animals. He is a very unpleasing character. In this chapter, we have another mention of the flood.
The Gleggs and the Deanes were invited, and we have them in chapter 7. They represent the community of St. Ogg’s. So, George Eliot describes provincial people’s interest, gothic, love of money, types of characters when she brings in the characters of the Gleggs and the Deanes. 

Though we have Mrs. And Mr. Deane and their children and we have Mr. and Mrs. Glegg and their children, both families are to be seen collectively. They form a group; we are not to see them as individuals, we are not to look deep into the character of Mr. Glegg or Mr. Deane. It is getting like the extended family; it is like the whole community of St. Ogg’s. it is like a sociological unit that is like to say these are country people, these are provincial people, these are the people of St. Ogg’s as they sit to gossip, they interest of money, they interest in small details of life, they have to work hard to earn their living. 

The important aspect about this sociological unit that George Eliot is trying to emphasize here is that they have strong moral views. They always comment on the behavior of the other saying this is good and this is bad, this not right, and this is wrong. 
How do we see this in this chapter?

Look when they talk about other people how they judge them and look also at how they judge Maggie’s behavior. You tell her you are now looking ugly the fact that you have cut your hair, you look funny. So, they make moral judgment. This is important because later on when Maggie grows up and she elopes with Stephen, you will see how the same community will react to such a behavior that is considered to be very outrageous in such a small Victorian society. Will they ever forgive her? No

Will they have any doubt that maybe she would not want to do that?

No, because they have this sense of very strong moral judgment; very strong moral views; right or wrong, nothing in between. 

Another said we have some of the defects of Maggie Tulliver, what are the mysterious things that she does in this chapter?

She cut her hair. The fact that she cut her hair herself is something not acceptable. In the Victorian society, they consider long hair as one of the aspects of woman that adds to her beauty. So, the fact that she is cutting her hair makes her parents really outrageous and adds to that the fact she is plain. So, now she is plain and her hair is short, so she does not have of any qualities that enable her to be socially acceptable in her society; in that Victorian provincial society.  

Again she goes and locks herself in her room and she refuses to come and take dinner. And then so many people come and talk to her. She comes and she behaves in a very outrageous way. 

In British society, the table manners, the decoration, the beauty and the neatness of all the setting of the table, all these were very important. So, for Maggie to come and spill things over and makes such a mess of the food and of the table again was something that made all family feels that Maggie is really very naughty.  
For next week, I want you to read the rest of book I and chapter one of book II. 



	
	Page 1
	

	
	
	


T.N.S


