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Poetry 1
Fourth year

This semester we are going to study the Twentieth Century. Studying the poetry of the Twentieth century is much easier than studying the poetry of the seventeenth, eighteenth Century or the Victorian Age because the Victorian age has its own strange or even taboo points. This is because this age is much different from ours. It has some social issues where it is difficult to deal with. However, the poetry of the twentieth century is much easier to read but it is painful at the same time. It is painful because it is the outcome of three wars that demolished not only the ground on which they took place; it also demolished the human life. It destroyed the relationship between man and the other man, between man and his God and between man and his own emotions, so it is an age of destruction of everything. Yet, it is much easier to understand this period because we are still living the pain of this period day to day.
We notice that the poetry of the First World War is less harsh than the poetry written by the late twentieth century's poets. When we come to read the poetry written by Elliot we can see that it carries some of the harshness of that age, but further we are from the war the harsher the experience is. Immediately after the war, people expected to be relieved and that their life will go back to its normal way. However, this never happened and life continued to be a series of destructions on the spiritual level and the level of man man relationship. So the poetry of this period is enjoyable, easy to read but it is painful at the same time.
There is a  handout about the nature of poetry. It is a kind of introduction that summarizes the main characteristics of the Twentieth century with 
RESEARCHES

The two topics of the research of this semester are going to be chosen out of five topics. It is a little bit different this time as it covers two things; poetry and essay. Therefore, they are two papers on two different subjects. On essay, you will be doing methods of research writing; 
The five topics are;

1. Symbolism as a movement. 

2. Imagism 

(These tools will help you to understand the late twentieth century poetry).  
3. Modern Poetry (modernism as a movement).

4. The Irish Question (in the late twentieth century). It started in 1916 by Yeats, which was describing what events revolving round the Irish people. It is a question of the Irish land that was occupied by the English. We may even refer it to the Palestinian question. They are very close to each other not only in the details but also in the way the writers are expressing  their fears, hopes and pains is very similar to the way Palestinian way of expressing them now. One of the poems that we will cover is being studied in a comparative study to a poem by Mahmoud Darwish.
5. Post Colonial Literature.  (The literature that is written after the colonial era on lands that were colonized by the British Empire).
So these are the five topics from which you are going to choose two to write on. 
To do such a research you have to: 

1. Collect the material from different sources and put them together with very little arrangement.
2. Start going through them to find out what do they have in common, what is enough and what is extra, etc. Then start making an outline built on the amount of the material and the type of material. 

3. Then choose the title that really sums up your outline. This step is very essential in writing a good research. 

The poems and the poets of this term;

1. T.S Elliot. (One of the first published work: 
· The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock). 
· The Waste land
· . It is written in five movements.
The first movement: THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD
The second movement: A GAME OF CHESS
The fifth movement:  WHAT THE THUNDER SAID.

· What is very important about Eliot is to  know his resources, when he came to write because he is writing the history of the suffering of the human being.
2. W.H Auden. He is younger than Elliot (1888 1965). The poem written by him that we are going to study is In Memory of W. B. Yeats. This shows the poets on each other. He was born in 1907 and died in 1973.

3. Seamus Heaney: an Irish writer born in 1939 and he is still alive. He is a Nobel Prize winner. He won Nobel Prize in literature in 1991.
4. Sylvia Plath. We sill take two of her poems. "Daddy" and another poem that the Doctor will choose later. She was born in the thirties and died in the sixties. She committed suicide.  Some critics blame her husband Ted Hughes for her committing suicide. 
5. Ted Hughes we are going to take "Thrushes". It is a tiny verse. 
6. Derek Walcott. He is a half-Caribbean, half -English poet. We will study him as a postcolonial writer. His poem is "A Far Cry from Africa"
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