Poetry                                                                                                     Dr. Hessa

4th year                                                                                                   2nd term 2010-03-25

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

**poetry (3) **
The Waste Land

T. S. Eliot
The Waste Land is Eliot's masterpiece. It has reference to different cultures, myth legends. 

Freud has a deep influence on Eliot. His book" Interpretations of Dreams" was an influential book on Eliot because it deals with human conscious mind, subconscious in the human mind. Dreams have something to do with human desires and human fears. Dreams are oppressed desires.

In The Waste Land we feel that we are in a dream. We have distorted images. In the Waste Land, we have the sense of salvation. We are waiting for something. Characters are worried all times. There is a sense of instability. Eliot is influenced by Christianity. In the poem, Eliot is diving in the deepest side of the human soul to come out with the real feeling of man.

Eliot created his poem in five sections. Each section has a title and very symbolic.

· The Burial of the Dead

· A Game of chess

· The fire Sermon

· Death by Water

· What Thunder Said

 The Waste Land is a deserted land- the ruined life- the ruined man after war- chaos. 
The land which is a source of life turns to be a source of death. There is death; Things that are used to be source of life, now they are sources of death.

Eliot's images are the outcome of his interest in symbolism. A land could be waste when everything on it turns to be a source of death. when there is no relationship between man and the other man; when there is inability to communicate with others, to express ourselves; when there is longing for someone to communicate with. There is infertility. The land is dry. 

The whole Waste Land is a journey, man who is longing for life, searching for the Grail- according to the myth. 

The Holy Grail is a legend; One story of the legend of King Arthur and his knights. The Holy Grail is a holy cup used for drinking in the holy last supper of Jesus. Later, it was used for collecting the blood of the Christ after his crucifixion. It is said that this cup is a symbol of fertility When the knight set for the search of the Holy Grail. He was in search for fertility of the spiritual life which is now dry and decaying with modern life and mainly with the World War I. 
 "Nam Sibyllam quidem Cumis ego ipse oculis meis vidi in ampulla

pendere, et cum illi pueri dicerent: Sibulla ti qeleiz; respondebat illa:

apoqanein qelw."

The poem is preceded by an epigraph- a short poetic note. It is written in Latin. 
There is a reference to 

The Sibyl= a prophetic old woman = a fortune teller. She could tell the fortune. She wants to die although she is given immortality. She forgot to ask for beauty when she grows old. This is why she wants to die.  She gave prophecy near Troy under the inspiration of Apollo= Greek Olympus God – he gave her long life but failed to provide her immortality she forgot to ask for perpetual youth. She lived for over 700 years in a state of shrinking. She was multiplied into several Sibyllam. She wrote her prophecy on a leave that was sent by the wind.
One of the prophecies has something to do with life and death, with emptiness, dryness, uselessness to the extent that man could not enjoy living, that he wishes to die. Life turns to be a curse- she wishes to die. This is the state of the people of the Waste Land. They are alive physically, but they are dead.  

Eliot is preparing the reader, foretelling them the future. 

This is one of his techniques- to use a quotation in the beginning to tell what will happen. 

For Ezra Pound

il miglior fabbro.
Then we have the name of Ezra pound after the quotation. We have a kind of dedication from the poet to Ezra Pound= the editor 

Eliot is accrediting Ezra Pound as a better workman l miglior fabbro.
He is paying him a kind of attribute. He is thanking him for the work he has done . 

This same line is quoted= il miglior fabbro.
Eliot turned it to contribute to Ezra Pound.  He took this quotation from Dante. He used it as a dedication for Ezra Pound. 

He also gives Dante’s quotation to prepare the reader, to foretell what will happen in the poem. 

He borrowed a quotation from Dante in which Dante was praising another person and he used it to praise Ezra Pound.

This is the method of borrowing. 

This is a kind of introduction to the poem. 

Each section has a title which means that each section has its own identity, own themes, own characters. These five sections are all embodied under the title the Waste Land. 

Each section has its characters, episodes, stories, borrowings. 

The umbrella theme of the poem is the land which is waste. It is Eliot's own vision of life, the horror of war that was left after World War I. Eliot stands for every modern man. 

Each part has its own main themes and sub-themes.

There are three main themes:

· Sexual love

· Sterility

· Rebirth which has something to do with futility and fertility. 

· The Golden Pough which is a symbol of hope= the Savior

· The Fisher King – an impotence king which stands for sterility

· The Holy Grail; is to solve this problem, to bring back fertility and to find futility. 

The Burial of the Dead
The Burial of the Dead= the title is another borrowing 

It is a phrase related to the burial service in the church. It is a Biblical quotation. This title connotes death. 

The poem was written in a period of time after the war. After war, people buried their dead. They cried upon their dead. They tried to burry their old sadness.  



  April is the cruelest month, breeding


Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing


Memory and desire, stirring


Dull roots with spring rain.

5
Winter kept us warm, covering


Earth in forgetful snow, feeding


A little life with dried tubers.


Summer surprised us, coming over the 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.geocities.com/Hollywood/Studio/3714/WasteLandNotes.html" \l "1-1" 
Starnbergersee


With a shower of rain; we stopped in the colonnade,

10
And went on in sunlight, into the Hofgarten,
The speaker starts with the month of April. 

April is a spring month. It is a season of productivity, fertility, revival, resurrection, and rebirth. April is given the characteristic of being cruel. In spring time, it is time of resurrection, revival, rebirth of the dead roots. April is a cruel month that forces life over the dead roots. April is used in unconventional literary way. Usually it is a season of revival, but here it is described as the cruelest month. It is a month of creativity, but here it is described as the cruelest month, because it forces life over the dead. We have a new life out of the old life. We have the theme of resurrection here. 

April is described as cruel. It forces life out of the dead land. 

We have the theme of resurrection, regeneration. It is very painful because there is a force. 

Breeding= to give birth- suggests life, movement
Lilacs=  
April forces to create flowers out of the dead land. 

There is immobility. The dead land has transferred into a living land. 

The idea of April as a cruel month is taken from Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. It is also taken from Robert Brooke. 

For the Waste Landers April is the cruelest month. This contradictory, paradoxical relation between death in April- the cruelest month reminds us of the cruelty of war.

Lilac suggests powerful emotions which are not allowed on the waste land. There are no emotions; there is emptiness, dryness, sterile . 

                                   mixing


Memory and desire, stirring

The only thing that can be born on this land is memory.
It is not only breeding, but mixing and stirring. It is painful, shaking to awareness. They will be aware of the waste land that they are living on. Land is futile. If it gives anything, it will be to that sad memory of the past desire for the future. They have no present. 

Breeding- mixing- stirring
In the present participle which means continuity of the torture. April is the month of rebirth but in the waste land any idea about rebirth is torture. 

                    stirring


Dull roots with spring rain.

April also stirred the dull roots; there is no life in these roots. It is the rain that made these roots to restore life. Water is the source of life. We have the theme of death and resurrection. There is a search for happiness, for survival. Spring rain motivates the dead roots into a rebirth, new life. 

Mixing ,stirring = movement. 

The roots are dull, not wet. The roots in winter do not die. They are frozen. 

The first sentence in the poem establishes the theme of regeneration, rebirth which is a very harsh one. 

He moves from one season to another- from spring to winter. 

Winter kept us warm

= it is unconventional literary description. We have another paradox. Usually in winter we feel cold. It is an indication of trying to forget the past memories. Winter here is used as a season that forces memories to be forgotten. 

When the snow covers earth, it is metaphorically covering the memories of the past. The snow is as if hiding the memories of the war, the horror of war. 

Earth in forgetful snow, feeding

The earth is covered with snow. We have reference to the war. After the destruction of the First World War, great cities, great civilizations, monuments were destroyed. With the burial of the dead, after the war, there is a start again. 

Winter is metaphorical to numb or forget the sadness, to be in a state of numbness and forgetfulness. It covers, keeps things hidden in forgetful snow. 

A little life with dried tubers=. These roots are not dead, but they are frozen.  They are roots = underground stems of underground plants like carrots and potatoes that are underground hidden. We can not see them. They are not dead. They are not completely alive; they are frozen till the season of rebirth. 

We have a metaphorical description of winter. Winter covers the land covering it, hiding the memories but at the same time it provides underground roots with source of life. It gives a little life to the tubers, roots. Life starts reviving again. The memories of the past are not going to vanish, they are there. They create a kind of confrontation between the past and the present. 

Winter is a time of numbness. It is the season of forgetfulness. It hides every thing. When winter disappears and the spring season starts again, we have a revival, we have the memories. The idea of the speaker is that, she is one residents of the waste land. She keeps moving from the past to the present, recalling, recollecting memories of the past. It reminds her of the past during the war. 

He moves to a third season. 

Summer surprised us

With a shower of rain; we stopped in the colonnade,

10
And went on in sunlight, into the Hofgarten,
Summer is the season of surprise. We have life, warmth, vitality, activity, sunlight and fruit. Sometimes it surprises us by coming early. 

Starnbergersee= a lake few miles south of Munich.

It is surprising that summer has showers of rain. Spring rain is the source of rebirth, revival of life. But the showers of rain in summer are a surprise. It indicates a sense of revival, rebirth. 

We have reference to gardens, to going out, to meeting, coffee, outdoor activities. 

The speaker recalls certain memories from the past that he could confront with the memories of the present.  

The speaker here recalls her experience with her cousin in the lake which she visited Hofgarten= a royal palace, that was changed into a public place. It was a place for the Russian Royalty. After the revolution, it became a public park. 

The reference to the seasonal change is not used in a conventional way. It means that the traditional statues of life have changed. All of the traditional values in life have been lost. It suggests that the traditional order has been lost. 

We feel that the speaker here has a vision of the unhappy world. He is searching for happiness, for a valuable thing to live for. 

It gives the unhappy vision of the world by the speaker. The speaker has a vision of a world that is not happy. He searches for stability, happiness. 

Marie and her cousin went to this park; they drank coffee and talked for an hour.

Bin gar keine Russin, stamm' aus Litauen, echt deutsch.
This sentence is in German= I am not Russian- I come from Litauen. That is used to be part of the Soviet Union. She is not German. She tells her companion that she is not from Russia. Russia is considered as enemy of German. 

When we read this line, we feel confusion – as if we are cut from the sequence - the seasons- there is a kind of abrupt change by borrowing a German line. The German line suggests rootlessness of the people. They have no roots. 

This feeling of being cut from the sequence by this kind of borrowing suggests rootlessness= as if one has no roots. It was after the end of World War I, a lot of changes happened. Many countries had separated. There was a shift in the political power.  

The speaker here is female who says that she is not German. 

There was a tendency for being part of this nation.

The people of the waste land after the war felt that they had no roots. All of their civilization was destructed in war. 

The surprise of the summer with the shower of rain indicates a kind of a desire= that the people of the waste land wanted to revive. They wanted to go back to their life before the war. They did not know because they were confused. There is complete sterility in the land as well as in the people. 

Eliot here by the use of foreign language adds to the sense of disorder. 


And when we were children, staying at the arch-duke's,


My cousin's, he took me out on a sled,

15
And I was frightened.  He said, Marie,


Marie, hold on tight.  And down we went.


In the mountains, there you feel free.


I read, much of the night, and go south in the winter.

We have an incident that happened in the past. 

Here we have a female speaker who is narrating an episode from the past out an experience of childhood which is sliding on snow. She was- as a child- frightened. Her cousin was encouraging her. 

The children were enjoying an amusing experience. There is a sense of freedom. It is as if the speaker is entrapped in the modern world. Freedom was gained as a child but as an adult, freedom had been lost.

Marie is trying through recollecting the memory of the past to find a solution to the present life in the Waste land. She recollects a joyous experience from her childhood; an experience of children lying down on a sled. She was frightened. She is still frightened in the present life. The experience of fear as a child was a different experience. 

It is an experience of the past of sliding on the snow. It was a joyous experience that was mixed with fear. But her experience on the waste land is an overwhelmed experience. The experience of the past enhances the feeling of her feelings now, how she is frightened. 

The speaker here moves between the past and the present. 

Mountains present beautiful nature. It represents something solid, something substantial. 

She talks about her present time again.  She reads about the glorious past, going back into her memories.

We have the idea of no time evokes the idea of the generation who lived after World War I; the generation who felt rootless, lost, isolated. 

We are reading about something in the present and then, we are taking to the past. 

We have another abrupt transition she was narrating a story from the past and then the speaker switches to I read, much of the night, and go south in the winter.

It is confusing for the reader. 

Reading here indicates knowledge. She reads about the past with all its traditional values. She reads about the great past. Reading here is to escape the present moment, the horrible present time.  Reading is like a link for the present  

           What are the roots that clutch, what branches grow

20
Out of this stony rubbish?  Son of man,


You cannot say, or guess, for you know only


A  heap of broken images,


 The speaker here is a sailor. 

clutch,= cling with power.  

Stony rubbish= there is no life in the stony rubbish land.

The speaker here is questioning about what kind of root that will grow in such a land, stony rubbish land. Plant can not grow out of stone. Stony land indicates no land, nothingness, no fertility, no regeneration. We have the image of waste and disorder of existence in life. 

Son of man= a Biblical reference.  Ezekiel= a prophet 

It refers to all of the people of the waste land. It is addressed to the son of man; the narrator is the son of man. 

The narrator is baffled.  He is incapable of giving any analysis, any answer. The son of man is unable to say, to speak, or to guess. The ability to speak and to guess is limited to that person. His knowledge is a heap of broken images. It indicates human vanity. Man is not knowledgeable. His knowledge is less than the knowledge of the Creator. Man can not say or guess because his knowledge is only a heap of broken images. Images are broken, chattered, destroyed, disconnected ideas. They are bits and pieces. We do not have a complete image. This means that he has to rebuild it again.   He does not have the light. It refers to the world of the waste land where every thing is collapsed and broken into pieces. It refers to the disorder of the life on the waste land. 

The speaker here has the sense of lost. 

                                                where the sun beats,

              And the dead tree gives no shelter,  the cricket no relief,

The sun is the source of warm, light. The sun here beats. It contains destructive part.  It gives life and at the same time it has destructive power. It could burn, destroy, and dry. The sun here is destructive. It does not give warmth; it gives heat similar to the heat of hell. 

The dead trees give no shelter, because there is no leave. The branches are dry. There is no shelter; shelter here represents protection of all the elements of nature. Even the cricket= an insect that creates the annoying noise.  It is an element of nature. It is a reference to life. Even that sound doesn’t produce any relief.

And the dry stone no sound of water.  Only

25
There is shadow under this red rock
,


We have nature images- the sun- trees- cricket and the dry stone. The stone is completely dry. There is no water. We have desolation, no life. 

All these nature images show disorder of existence in the waste land.   

It is a world where there is no life on it. Only there is shadow. 

In this world of the dissolute waste land, there is no life, no shelter, and no protection. There is shadow under the red rock.

This means that the life in the waste land is a life of waste. People are lost, desolate. 

(Come in under the shadow of this red rock),


And I will show you something different from either


    Your shadow at morning striding behind you
Red rock= is associated with Christ as the spiritual rock= refers to the church= any religious institution.   

Rock also refers to the mountain of purgatory. Rock is an indication of solidity. 

Here we have an invitation, to the speaker to go back to faith because the man of the waste land had lost faith. It is an invitation to go back to faith. It also encourages to other political faith; instead of war, peace could prevail, the prosperity of the modern man. It is an invitation to go back and find a solution to the disorder in the modern world. The invitation here is to end the war. 

The invitation here could refer to tradition, religion, moral, values that people lost. The invitation here is to go back to any solid moral ideals that would help the modern man.

We have juxtaposition. We have disorder, loss, whereas the speaker who is distorted offers an invitation for the other characters, for the reader to go back under the shadow of the red rock.  

              Or you shadow at evening rising to meet you;

30
I will show you fear in a handful of dust.
The shadow in the morning striding behind= the past. It is part of the present, of the future. They are all linked together. 

We have a very fearful image: I will show you fear in handful of dust= dust indicates loss. The death dust contains the ashes of the dead. 

Fear and dust indicate images of death. 

Man has lost faith in religion, has lost faith in security in his time. The land has become a waste. There is no hope in such a world, there is disillusion. Man is losing every thing in this modern world. 

It seems as if the people of the waste land are living in death. 

This line is taken from Wagner’s Opera.  It is the song of a sailor who was sailing away from Ireland. The translation of the line” fresh blows the wind to the home land- my Irish child where do you wait”

The song is the song of an Irish sailor on board a ship. This is a song of love which is the contrary of life on the waste land. The waste land has no love on it. Love dies on the waste land. This life is juxtaposing the life of the waste land. The one who sings the poem has an experience of love. 

The stanza starts with the heap of the broken images. He provides by answer that one has to go back to faith in order to find survival. 

Then we have an episode of the hyacinth   girl. 

'            You gave me hyacinths first a year ago;


'They called me the hyacinth girl.'


-Yet when we came back, late, from the hyacinth garden,


Your arms full, and your hair wet, I could not


Speak, and my eyes failed, I was neither

                    Living nor dead, and I knew nothing,


Looking into the heart of light, the silence.


Oed' und leer das Meer.
We have another quotation. 

First we had the myth of the hyacinth boy who was a young handsome boy who was killed. Out of his blood we had the hyacinth flowers which are considered symbols of resurrection. 

The speaker is narrating a past episode. 

The speaker, of these lines, as if he is suspended between life and death. 

We have the theme of time. Time is very significant. 

It is the story of one couple, it is said that Frisch loves Heimat. He was waiting for her across the ocean, full of the promises of life. He is waiting to see, nothing to be seen. She is not coming. There is loss, lake of communication, inability to join together. 

This is a memory of innocent and ruined love

 Hyacinth Flower= a symbol of resurrection= Reference to love and prosperity. 

The allusion here is to the fertility festival as well as to youth, young age. This scene of love contradicts to the waste land where is no love.

The speaker says that he is neither living nor dead. He is suspended between life and death. It is a land of waste, dissolution. Love can not exist on the waste land. 

Oed' und leer das Meer.
French line means= empty and barren is the sea. It means that it is like the waste land. It is sterile, no fish, no life in it. 

All of the juxtapositions and contradicting imagery refers to the loss of love in the Waste Land.  

Eliot is referring to the theme of love. In the modern time, physical love instead of being for creating new generation, it is turned to be for lust itself. The physical love has changed. It has become away of bringing new generation. It turns to be just indulgent in pleasure. 

It is one of the major dilemmas that the modern society is suffering from; how the values of the physical love ahs turned to a mere relationship that turns into a disaster.  

The first episode is talking about the seasons. We have an overview of season change. It is treated in an unconventional way which shows a kind of a reversal.  There is a reference to the cycle of nature which is one of the significant themes in the poem. 

The second stanza is speaking about a heap of broken images. There is reference to religion. We have a quotation which is borrowed from Wagner’s opera where there is an introduction to the next episode which is about the hyacinth girl and the hyacinth flower.  We have a kind of romantic connotation , romantic reference to a love story. 

In the first stanza, we have the season change

In the second stanza we have the heap of broken images, then the romantic notion.

Love in the waste land does not exist.  

Every part has awkward relation to the other part. Still we do not find a link between the parts. Eliot was searching for a kind of wholeness in a fragmented world. It was the world after the First World War, fragmentary, pieces. 

               Madame Sosostris, famous clairvoyante,


Had a bad cold, nevertheless

45
Is known to be the wisest woman in Europe,

This stanza is prosaic in structure.  The speaker is a fortune teller. People go to fortune teller to know the future. We have a sense of insecurity, fear, wariness, dispersion, loss of faith. 

  The speaker here is Madame Sosostris= a fortune teller. She has an insight to the future. She is famous in her time, in the waste land. She is a clairvoyante= great insight. She is like the Sibyl = the mythical figure, who was granted by Apollo the eternity of life.  We have a recurring allusions and images. 

We have the connection here. Madame Sosostris is not feeling well. She is sick. She has a bad cold. She is an astrologist, a person who can tell the future.  She is famous. She is known to be the wisest woman in Europe. She had a wicked pack of cards (read the footnote).

 The people of the waste land are desperate in their life. They go to Madame Sosostris. She starts to unfold these cards. She displays the cards but she can not tell the future. The cards are wicked= evil. There is irony here; she is the wisest woman with wicked cards

The first card she unfolds is the card that she addresses to the speaker. 

She starts to unfold the future of the speaker who asks her. 

This card is a Drowned Phoenician sailor:  (read the footnote) is a symbolic figure .there is no real card about the drowned Phoenician sailor. It is Eliot’s creation. 

             With a wicked pack of cards.  Here, said she,


Is your card, the drowned Phoenician Sailor,


The Phoenician civilization is one of the great civilizations. They were known for their power over the seas. They were sailors. They could dominate the Mediterranean in trade.  Usually the Phoenician would create an image of the human being. He is drowned into the sea. Later on, in one of the seasons, it is regained again. It is a reference to the seasonal change. The Phoenician sailor is interpreted as the god of fertility whose image is thrown into the sea to symbolize the summer. The image of the sailor was sacrificed to the sea as a symbol of the death of a season and the beginning of a new season.   

The Phoenician sailor was a great trader and a great sailor. It is a reference of resurrection and regeneration. He is liked to the ritual of the fertility god. 

The Phoenician sailor is a creation of Eliot. He is talking about fertility, resurrection, the waste land that is desolate, has no life on it. The land that has the people lives on it with loss of faith. 

Drowned= similar to the waste land that is drowning, its people are desolate. They have no faith, no fertilization either in life or love. 

We have reference to the Holy Grail= to the fisher king  

 Showing, giving the card to the speaker is foretelling that he is going to drown, to die by water.

The water which is a source of life is the same time a source of death. 

(Those are pearls that were his eyes.  Look!)
She describes his eyes as pearls. 

(Read the Footnote)

There is a reference to Shakespeare’s The Tempest. It is a quotation from Prince Ferdinand who thinks that his father is drowned in the storm. We have the idea of the pearl that were his eyes. His eyes were transformed into pearls. 

The speaker here comes to Madame Sosostris to unfold his future. She gave him the card of the drowned Phoenician sailor. The pearls were his eyes.

The eye is a source of sight, the pearls when replace the eyes, there will be no sight. It shows the power of transmition  = transformation. The father who died has transformed from a human being into natural substance.  It shows that if man suffers, it might change into something worthy even though it is difficult on man himself.  

                Here is Belladonna, the Lady of the Rocks,

50
The lady of situations.


Here is the man with three staves, and here the Wheel,


And here is the one-eyed merchant, and  this card,


Which is blank, is something he carries on his back,


Which I am forbidden to see.  I do not find

We have another card that is of the Lady of the Rock. 

Belladonna= a beautiful lady- a symbol of life= the Virgin Mary

Belladonna is the name of a poisonous plant = a dangerous drug used by women to enlarge the pupil of the eyes= make them bigger in size.  

The Lady of the rocks Eliot is alluding to a passage in the Renaissance where …discusses Devenish’s famous portrait the Giaconda. 

 Belladonna has another image in Eliot’s poetry of a dangerously seductive woman. This card is reference to women’s seduction.  

This image is going to be elaborated in the other sections of the poem.

The lady of situations.

Madame Sosostris did not see the card. She is just folding the card to the speaker. She announces only the title of this card. It confuses the reader because we don’t know what. She does not tell the relationship between the card and the future of the person. It means that she is either unaware of the fortune of the persona, or she might hide it.  

The meaning of just unfolding the cards is. 

What is the connection between the last, the present and the next card?

Here is the man with three staves, and here the Wheel,
Three staves are the subjects of the last supper. Eliot says in his footnote that he associate this card with the Fisher king 

Stave= long stick in the hand used to support. 

(Read the footnote)  

The Wheel= the wheel of fortune. It shows the reversal of fortune. 

We have four cards: the Phoenician sailor, The Belladonna, the man with the three staves and the Wheel. The wheel represents the reversal of the human life.

And here is the one-eyed merchant, and  this card,

Which is blank, is something he carries on his back,

The next card is of the one-eyed merchant= a symbol of evil.   

A six card which is blank- like the land that is empty, has nothing on it. The one eyed merchant carries this card on his back.

This means that Madame Sosostris has no perception of what is there on the blank card, can not predict. This means that she has her own limits. She has no perception of any spiritual dimension. 

Which I am forbidden to see.  I do not find

Madame Sosostris has a limitation. She has limited ability.  She can not predict, tell what is in the card.  She is unable to see beyond her limits. She is not allowed d to tell. It is the hidden fate which man can not see. He is forbidden to know fate. Man is unable to know his destiny. 

55
The Hanged Man.  Fear death by water.


I see crowds of people, walking round in a ring.

She is searching for the card of the Hanged Man= the Christ. It symbolizes self-sacrifice to the fertility god, indication of another season.  

This is a key line in the poem. 

After the unfolding of such cards, it is search for the unknown. People on the Waste Land are hopeless people. When they go to a fortune teller, they are searching for meanings in their life. They had lost faith in God.  A Man who searches for meaning in his life is a man who has lost faith in God, has shaken beliefs. This is why he goes to a fortune teller searching for an answer, for meaning in his life. 

Another theme that Eliot is depending on, that time in the Waste Land is suspended. It is a time that is sterile, impotent, and unproductive.

Tarot cards= large cards used to read the horoscope, the fortune of a certain person. These cards have lots of tension. It raises the idea that the people of the Waste Land are searching for meaning, for significance of their own experience. The cards refer to major symbols, certain symbols in The Water Land; The symbol of death, water, drowning, the rock, the wheel, the unreal city.

We have a revelation of the first card. The speaker is asking about a person who is dead. 

  Fear death by water.

I see crowds of people, walking round in a ring.

It is a kind of a warning. It could be death out of drowning or death out of thirst in the waste land. There is too much water or no water at all. 

Madame Sosostris sees crowd of people walking round in a ring. It is an indication of aimlessness, no aim. They are going in a circle. There is no beginning and no end. There is no destination. The crowd here represents the waste land, the many characters= the different speakers in the poem. People of the waste land are desolate; they are living life in death, a life that is desolate of aim. 

Thank you.  If you see dear Mrs. Equitone,

Tell her I bring the horoscope myself:

One must be so careful these days.
The speaker thanks Madame Sosostris for her enlighten. She is sending a message for another person who will come in the next section. 

There a sense of the loss of confidence; an indication of fear, the sense of emptiness in the people of the Waste Land.  Although she is a fortune teller, she does not her destiny. She is living in fear. 

There is a sense of distrust between the people of the waste land.  They do not trust each other. 

We- as readers- are in a state of confusion. We are always waiting for answers, foe a whole thing. We are given fragments, bits and pieces. 

Eliot followed this method so that he will force the reader to live the state of the poem, to feel the desolation and the stage of man particularly after World War I . 

From this section, we feel that the world of the waste land is confused, unstable. The people of the waste land had lost the traditional stable sense of faith in themselves. They are lost, haunted

This part is the most confusing part in the poem. The reference to the fortune teller enhances the sense of infertility, impotence, sterility of the Waste Land that Eliot is concentrating on.

Madame Sosostris is using a kind of conversational diction here. She is like the other characters of the Waste land, unable to predict, unable to know certain meanings in life. 

Death by water is spiritual death, not physical. It is the inability to give production. The king of the Waste Land is alive, but he is impotence. He is physically alive, but spiritually dead. It is a warning= beware of dying- to return your lost faith= beware of the spiritual dying. Water in the Waste Land is a source of death not to be approached.

              Unreal City,


Under the brown fog of a winter dawn, 


A crowd flowed over London Bridge, so many,

 This is the last vignette of the first section.  

  Unreal City    He refers to the city of London.

This city is actually the city of the Waste Land. It is described as the unreal city. It is a name Eliot borrowed from Baudelaire, a very influential work on Eliot. 

(Read the Footnote).

From this work of Baudelaire, Eliot quoted the name of the unreal city.  He is talking about the city of London as unreal. It is a different kind of London, after the war. We have an allusion to Paris- in Baudelaire .

 The speaker is walking in the city of London, looking at the crowds of people. He notices that every one is going into his distention. This connotes that people are living as individuals. They have no communication. This is the isolation of the modern man. 

He is describing the city at a time. It is the first time that time is specified here. It is the dawn time= the early hours of the morning. 

We have the imagery of the fog. It is a very symbolic image in Eliot’s works. He is always using it as one of his main images.

 London is a fog city. When there is fog, there is no clarity, density, melancholic sense.  The brown fog indicates the density and the dark images in the poem. 

The fog is described as brown to enhance the meaning. It enhances the feeling of waste, of desolation. 

It is unreal city. It is winter= an indication of death. The time here is very significant. It is the early hour of the morning, down. 

We have a specification of the location, under London Bridge. We have a crowd of people who flow. It is like the flow of water, a symbol of the flow of time. Time is passing.  But at the Waste Land, time stops because it is a desolate place. There are multi numbers of people flowing. There is this movement of those people who are heading to their work in the financial district of London. It represents a kind of materialistic life that modern man lives in. 

I had not thought death had undone so many.

Sighs, short and infrequent, were exhaled
It reminds us of Dante’s lines- Divine Comedy- describing the people going into hell. (Read the footnote) 

death had undone so many

He is describing multitude of people going into hell.

The quotation refers to the people of London. There is a similarity between people in Dante’s divine Comedy- people who are in hell and the people of London. 

It is hell on earth- in London- similar to the hell of Dante. 

In Dante, he refers to certain people who were good in their lives, but because they were not Christians, they came in a period before Christ. They did not believe in established religion. They are people of the hell. They are not sinner but because they do not believe in Christ, they are in Hell. We have description of people who are flowing. Eliot here is describing the people of London as people who lost faith, who are materialistic, who are driven like machines, who become mechanical in their life; there is no spirituality in their life. 

 In this quotation that Eliot takes from Dante, He applies it to the people of the Waste land. 

The city is unreal because its people have no spiritual satisfaction. They lost their faith. They are driven in this materialistic life. 

Sigh is an expression of pain, of remorse. 

Eliot quotes the action of the people in the Waste Land who sighs. They are people who are going to their work

And each man fixed his eyes before his feet.

Flowed up the hill and down King William Street,

To where Saint Mary Woolnoth kept the hours

With a dead sound on the final stroke of nine.

Every man fixes his eyes on his feet= as if they are attached to the land. They are people who are materialistic. They are divorced from spirituality. They are victims of the mechanical modernism. They lost their traditional value of being connected to each other. They are distant from each other. It is a kind of mechanical materialistic life. 

This multi crowd moves flows.

There is a reference to Saint Mary Woolnoth= it is a church. 

King William Street= one of the major business streets in London where are many of the financial offices are located. The church is in King William Street. The church represents faith, religion. This church is only producing timing. It is not a source of spiritual inspiration. It is a source of timing. This indicates that people lost their faith in religion. 

The striking of the hour reminds them with the passage of time. Time is passing very fast, but they are standing still. They are not developing. The strike of the hour makes them alert all the time.

They wanted to demolish the church from this business area. Losing the construction of that building was going to be a great loss. It is something symbolic for the Christian. Removing the church from that district of finance was of a great spiritual loss of the people. The church is a symbol of faith in that financial district. The reference to the church there is an indication that all the people are busy. No body visits the church. It is like a symbol, a sign of faith, but it is empty. It is like faith in modern man’s life. It is just an image, but not reality. It is not solid; it is like an image of faith. 

Among the entire crowd, no body is heading to the church because they are heading to their offices.

The church here is to announce the time. It is nine o’ clock, all businesses start at nine. The church is not an indication of spiritual kind of life. The dead sound is not spiritual it is just a reminder of work time. 

There is juxtaposition; faith is opposing the materialistic life. 

The sound of the church is a dead one because it announces time. People are not interested in going to church in order to practice their worship. 

In the midst of this, the speaker met someone whom he knows and stopped him. 

(Read the Footnote)

There I saw one I knew, and stopped him, crying: 'Stetson!

'You who were with me in the ships at Mylae!

'That corpse you planted last year in your garden,

Stetson = a bank clerk.  

There is conversation here with the protagonist. The protagonist is a male. 

Mylae= battle that took place 200. B.C- in which Rome had got victory over her enemy. It was because of commerce. The reference to the battle which was for commercial reason, it links the past to the present. Eliot is referring to World War I. 

We have the protagonist and another man whose name is Stetson. They fought together in the battle. The speaker here is a soldier, a male. He addresses Stetson saying that they fought together. He asks him a question about a corpse that he planted last year in his garden. It refers to the myth of Egyptian fertility rites = an indication of the beginning of the fertility season. It evokes certain rituals in the Egyptian fertility myths.

'Has it begun to sprout?  Will it bloom this year?

'Or has the sudden frost disturbed its bed?

It was after the war. All the dead bodies were buried. 

Sprout= grow

It is an indication of the link between the past and the present. It is an indication of the memories that the people had not forgotten the dead people, the memories of the past. 

These questions have no answers from Stetson. He did not answer the protagonist. It reflects the insecurity of the people of the waste land because of the loss of faith. 

The idea here is that the people of the Waste Land share past memories. They share the sin of boredom. It is heighten because there is no religious solid faith. They feel unsatisfied all the time. There is always a search for meaning all their life. 

These questions are like searching for meaning in life. 

Frost= winter 

Reference to the early frost that destroys the seeds and prevent them from growing. 

O keep the Dog far hence, that's friend to men,

'Or with his nails he'll dig it up again
!

'You! Hypocrite lecteur!-mon senblable,-mon frère!'
There is a kind of warning. 

(Read the footnote) 

The reference is to dogs- how dogs like to burry their bones to hide them. The reference goes back to the fertility god which is a hope of regeneration, rebirth, reinforce meaning in the life of the people of the waste land.  

It is a grotesquely mocking image, of the possible resurrection of the fertility god.

The digging indicates digging up memories that are horrible to the speaker. It is a revival of sad memories that enhance sadness and desolation. They only can forget these sad memories by going back to faith. 

The speaker is questioning because he is searching for an answer, for a meaning in his life. 

We have an allusion to Webster’s work. 

'You! Hypocrite lecteur!-mon senblable,-mon frère!'
This line is in French- translated. It dramatizes the reader’s and the author mutual involvement in the Waste Land. It is not only the writer, but also the readers are involved in the Waste Land. They share the sense of boredom. 

Eliot is addressing the readers of his time who were the outcome of the Western civilization after its desolation after the war.

The reader and the poet share the same sense of boredom. 

He is representing the modern life, waste land, and people with no faith. It is an indication of continuity, the link between the past, present and the future.

Burying the corpse- the god of fertility indicates a hope, of resurrection for modern man life. It is a question asking for the possibility of hope. There is no hope, no resurrection for people who lost their faith. The only hope is to return back to God, to their faith.

Eliot is referring to the modern man who is indulged in his daily work that he neglects social communication with others. This helps to create more sense of alienation between neighbors, friends.

This is related to the spiritual dissatisfaction that people have in the waste land. This is why the people are alienated, isolated and fragmented from each other.

Finished 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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