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*Lecture (5)*
T.S. Eliot

The Waste Land
In the footnote we have all the references that Eliot used in his poem. One of these references, a book that is entitled, the Golden Bough it was written in 1890. It is a kind of a survey of primitive the religious antiquity in which he expresses that everywhere in human mental evolution there is a belief in magic preceded religion which in turn was followed in the west.

This book dealt with the primitive religion. He talked about different religious myth found in different countries. 

Man had a belief in the power of magic. In the west this belief in magic turned into a belief in scientific knowledge, a belief in the power of science. As science is something experimented. 

Eliot used many deities, referring to Roman myths.

The difficulty with Eliot is that in each line we find a reference, or a quotation or an allusion.

A second book that Eliot depended on was #from Ritual to the  Romance#*

The land has been fallen under a curse. This land became barren, even the animals. People were impotent. The curse could be only removed by the appearance of an eye……… it is about the myth of fisher king
Eliot relates this myth to another Christian legend = the Holy Grail- on of the prentices put his blood in this cup. Eliot related the story of the fisher king- in the Ritual Romance whose land became sterile, no fertility in animals, people, and land. They were losing their power to live. Eliot took this story, and related it to a Christian myth of the Holy Grail. The grail was lost. It is a symbol of the loss of faith. It is an image used by many medieval writers. 

Eliot depended on another mythical figure 

Tiresias, a figure from classical mythology who has both male and female features ("Old man with wrinkled female breasts") and is blind but can "see" into the future. Tiresias/the speaker observes a young typist, at home for tea, who awaits her lover, a dull and slightly arrogant clerk. The woman allows the clerk to have his way with her, and he leaves victorious. Tiresias, who has "foresuffered all," watches the whole thing. After her lover's departure, the typist thinks only that she's glad the encounter is done and over. 
Tiresias is a mythical figure, a prophet, a son of a nymph. He represents man and woman. He has all the masculine and feminine qualities. He lived to a great age. He represents male and female.

He also depended on another myth that is Stella- 

She was a fortuneteller, used to tell prophecy. She was under the inspiration of Apollo. He assured her immortality. But he failed to give her immortal youth. She was given immortality without a continuous youth. She had shrunken into the size of grass-hopper. She wished to die. 

The last myth that Eliot depended on was Osiris - an Egyptian king. He traveled abroad, on his return; he found that…… took his throne. He tried to convince him to give him his throne back. 

Eliot created his poem in five sections. Each section has a title and very symbolic.

The Burial of the Dead
 The first episode is talking about the seasons. We have an overview of season change. It is treated in an unconventional way which shows a kind of a reversal.  There is a reference to the cycle of nature which is one of the significant themes in the poem. 
Then, we are introduced to the second vignette = stanza= phrase paragraph = episode.

The second stanza is speaking about a heap of broken images. There is reference to religion. We have a quotation which is borrowed from Wagner’s opera where there is an introduction to the next episode which is about the hyacinth girl and the hyacinth flower.  We have a kind of romantic connotation , romantic reference to a love story. 

In the first stanza, we have the season change

In the second stanza we have the heap of broken images, then the romantic notion.

Love in the waste land does not exist.  

Every part has awkward relation to the other part. Still we do not find a link between the parts. Eliot was searching for a kind of wholeness in a fragmented world. It was the world after the First World War, fragmentary, pieces. 

               Madame Sosostris, famous clairvoyante,


Had a bad cold, nevertheless

45
Is known to be the wisest woman in Europe,

This vignette is prosaic in structure.  The speaker is a fortune teller. People go to fortune teller to know the future. We have a sense of insecurity, fear, wariness, dispersion, loss of faith. 

  The speaker here is Madame Sosostris= a fortune teller. She has an insight to the future. She is famous in her time, in the waste land. She is a clairvoyante= great insight. She is like the Sibyl = the mythical figure, who was granted by Apollo the eternity of life.  We have a recurring allusions and images. 

We have the connection here. Madame Sosostris is not feeling well. She is sick. She has a bad cold. She is an astrologist, a person who can tell the future.  She is famous. She is known to be the wisest woman in Europe. She had a wicked pack of cards (read the footnote).
 The people of the waste land are desperate in their life. They go to Madame Sosostris. She starts to unfold these cards. She displays the cards but she can not tell the future. The cards are wicked= evil. There is irony here; she is the wisest woman with wicked cards
The first card she unfolds is the card that she addresses to the speaker. 

She starts to unfold the future of the speaker who asks her. 

This card is a Drowned Phoenician sailor:  (read the footnote) is a symbolic figure .there is no real card about the drowned Phoenician sailor. It is Eliot’s creation. 
             With a wicked pack of cards.  Here, said she,


Is your card, the drowned Phoenician Sailor,


The Phoenician civilization is one of the great civilizations. They were known for their power over the seas. They were sailors. They could dominate the Mediterranean in trade.  Usually the Phoenician would create an image of the human being. He is drowned into the sea. Later on, in one of the seasons, it is regained again. It is a reference to the seasonal change. The Phoenician sailor is interpreted as the god of fertility whose image is thrown into the sea to symbolize the summer. The image of the sailor was sacrificed to the sea as a symbol of the death of a season and the beginning of a new season.   
The Phoenician sailor was a great trader and a great sailor. It is a reference of resurrection and regeneration. He is liked to the ritual of the fertility god. 

The Phoenician sailor is a creation of Eliot. He is talking about fertility, resurrection, the waste land that is desolate, has no life on it. The land that has the people lives on it with loss of faith. 
Drowned= similar to the waste land that is drowning, its people are desolate. They have no faith, no fertilization either in life or love. 

We have reference to the Holy Grail= to the fisher king  

 Showing, giving the card to the speaker is foretelling that he is going to drown, to die by water.

The water which is a source of life is the same time a source of death. 

(Those are pearls that were his eyes.  Look!)
She describes his eyes as pearls. 

(Read the Footnote)
There is a reference to Shakespeare’s The Tempest. It is a quotation from Prince Ferdinand who thinks that his father is drowned in the storm. We have the idea of the pearl that were his eyes. His eyes were transformed into pearls. 
The speaker here comes to Madame Sosostris to unfold his future. She gave him the card of the drowned Phoenician sailor. The pearls were his eyes.

The eye is a source of sight, the pearls when replace the eyes, there will be no sight. It shows the power of transmittion= transformation. The father who died has transformed from a human being into natural substance.  It shows that if man suffers, it might change into something worthy even though it is difficult on man himself.  
                Here is Belladonna, the Lady of the Rocks,
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The lady of situations.


Here is the man with three staves, and here the Wheel,


And here is the one-eyed merchant, and  this card,


Which is blank, is something he carries on his back,


Which I am forbidden to see.  I do not find

We have another card that is of the Lady of the Rock. 
Belladonna= a beautiful lady- a symbol of life= the Virgin Mary

Belladonna is the name of a poisonous plant = a dangerous drug used by women to enlarge the pupil of the eyes= make them bigger in size.  

The Lady of the rocks Eliot is alluding to a passage in the Renaissance where …discusses Devenish’s famous portrait the Giaconda. 

 Belladonna has another image in Eliot’s poetry of a dangerously seductive woman. This card is reference to women’s seduction.  

This image is going to be elaborated in the other sections of the poem.

The lady of situations.

Madame Sosostris did not see the card. She is just folding the card to the speaker. She announces only the title of this card. It confuses the reader because we don’t know what. She does not tell the relationship between the card and the future of the person. It means that she is either unaware of the fortune of the persona, or she might hide it.  

The meaning of just unfolding the cards is. 

What is the connection between the last, the present and the next card?

Here is the man with three staves, and here the Wheel,
Three staves are the subjects of the last supper. Eliot says in his footnote that he associate this card with the Fisher king 

Stave= long stick in the hand used to support. 

(Read the footnote)  
The Wheel= the wheel of fortune. It shows the reversal of fortune. 
We have four cards: the Phoenician sailor, The Belladonna, the man with the three staves and the Wheel. The wheel represents the reversal of the human life.

And here is the one-eyed merchant, and  this card,

Which is blank, is something he carries on his back,

The next card is of the one-eyed merchant= a symbol of evil.   

A six card which is blank- like the land that is empty, has nothing on it. The one eyed merchant carries this card on his back.

This means that Madame Sosostris has no perception of what is there on the blank card, can not predict. This means that she has her own limits. She has no perception of any spiritual dimension. 

Which I am forbidden to see.  I do not find

Madame Sosostris has a limitation. She has limited ability.  She can not predict, tell what is in the card.  She is unable to see beyond her limits. She is not allowed d to tell. It is the hidden fate which man can not see. He is forbidden to know fate. Man is unable to know his destiny. 

55
The Hanged Man.  Fear death by water.


I see crowds of people, walking round in a ring.

She is searching for the card of the Hanged Man= the Christ. It symbolizes self-sacrifice to the fertility god, indication of another season.  
This is a key line in the poem. 

After the unfolding of such cards, it is search for the unknown. People on the Waste Land are hopeless people. When they go to a fortune teller, they are searching for meanings in their life. They had lost faith in God.  A Man who searches for meaning in his life is a man who has lost faith in God, has shaken beliefs. This is why he goes to a fortune teller searching for an answer, for meaning in his life. 

Another theme that Eliot is depending on, that time in the Waste Land is suspended. It is a time that is sterile, impotent, and unproductive.

Tarot cards= large cards used to read the horoscope, the fortune of a certain person. These cards have lots of tension. It raises the idea that the people of the Waste Land are searching for meaning, for significance of their own experience. The cards refer to major symbols, certain symbols in The Water Land; The symbol of death, water, drowning, the rock, the wheel, the unreal city.

We have a revelation of the first card. The speaker is asking about a person who is dead. 

  Fear death by water.

I see crowds of people, walking round in a ring.

It is a kind of a warning. It could be death out of drowning or death out of thirst in the waste land. There is too much water or no water at all. 
Madame Sosostris sees crowd of people walking round in a ring. It is an indication of aimlessness, no aim. They are going in a circle. There is no beginning and no end. There is no destination. The crowd here represents the waste land, the many characters= the different speakers in the poem. People of the waste land are desolate; they are living life in death, a life that is desolate of aim. 
Thank you.  If you see dear Mrs. Equitone,

Tell her I bring the horoscope myself:

One must be so careful these days.
The speaker thanks Madame Sosostris for her enlighten. She is sending a message for another person who will come in the next section. 

There a sense of the loss of confidence; an indication of fear, the sense of emptiness in the people of the Waste Land.  Although she is a fortune teller, she does not her destiny. She is living in fear. 
There is a sense of distrust between the people of the waste land.  They do not trust each other. 

We- as readers- are in a state of confusion. We are always waiting for answers, foe a whole thing. We are given fragments, bits and pieces. 

Eliot followed this method so that he will force the reader to live the state of the poem, to feel the desolation and the stage of man particularly after World War I . 

From this section, we feel that the world of the waste land is confused, unstable. The people of the waste land had lost the traditional stable sense of faith in themselves. They are lost, haunted

This part is the most confusing part in the poem. The reference to the fortune teller enhances the sense of infertility, impotence, sterility of the Waste Land that Eliot is concentrating on.

Madame Sosostris is using a kind of conversational diction here. She is like the other characters of the Waste land, unable to predict, unable to know certain meanings in life. 

Death by water is spiritual death, not physical. It is the inability to give production. The king of the Waste Land is alive, but he is impotence. He is physically alive, but spiritually dead. It is a warning= beware of dying- to return your lost faith= beware of the spiritual dying. Water in the Waste Land is a source of death not to be approached.

              Unreal City,


Under the brown fog of a winter dawn, 


A crowd flowed over London Bridge, so many,

 This is the last vignette of the first section.  
  Unreal City    He refers to the city of London.

This city is actually the city of the Waste Land. It is described as the unreal city. It is a name Eliot borrowed from Baudelaire, a very influential work on Eliot. 

(Read the Footnote).

From this work of Baudelaire, Eliot quoted the name of the unreal city.  He is talking about the city of London as unreal. It is a different kind of London, after the war. We have an allusion to Paris- in Baudelaire .

 The speaker is walking in the city of London, looking at the crowds of people. He notices that every one is going into his distention. This connotes that people are living as individuals. They have no communication. This is the isolation of the modern man. 

He is describing the city at a time. It is the first time that time is specified here. It is the dawn time= the early hours of the morning. 

We have the imagery of the fog. It is a very symbolic image in Eliot’s works. He is always using it as one of his main images.

 London is a fog city. When there is fog, there is no clarity, density, melancholic sense.  The brown fog indicates the density and the dark images in the poem. 
The fog is described as brown to enhance the meaning. It enhances the feeling of waste, of desolation. 

It is unreal city. It is winter= an indication of death. The time here is very significant. It is the early hour of the morning, down. 

We have a specification of the location, under London Bridge. We have a crowd of people who flow. It is like the flow of water, a symbol of the flow of time. Time is passing.  But at the Waste Land, time stops because it is a desolate place. There are multi numbers of people flowing. There is this movement of those people who are heading to their work in the financial district of London. It represents a kind of materialistic life that modern man lives in. 
I had not thought death had undone so many.

Sighs, short and infrequent, were exhaled
It reminds us of Dante’s lines- Divine Comedy- describing the people going into hell. (Read the footnote) 
death had undone so many
He is describing multitude of people going into hell.

The quotation refers to the people of London. There is a similarity between people in Dante’s divine Comedy- people who are in hell and the people of London. 

It is hell on earth- in London- similar to the hell of Dante. 

In Dante, he refers to certain people who were good in their lives, but because they were not Christians, they came in a period before Christ. They did not believe in established religion. They are people of the hell. They are not sinner but because they do not believe in Christ, they are in Hell. We have description of people who are flowing. Eliot here is describing the people of London as people who lost faith, who are materialistic, who are driven like machines, who become mechanical in their life; there is no spirituality in their life. 

 In this quotation that Eliot takes from Dante, He applies it to the people of the Waste land. 

The city is unreal because its people have no spiritual satisfaction. They lost their faith. They are driven in this materialistic life. 

Sigh is an expression of pain, of remorse. 

Eliot quotes the action of the people in the Waste Land who sighs. They are people who are going to their work

And each man fixed his eyes before his feet.

Flowed up the hill and down King William Street,

To where Saint Mary Woolnoth kept the hours

With a dead sound on the final stroke of nine.

Every man fixes his eyes on his feet= as if they are attached to the land. They are people who are materialistic. They are divorced from spirituality. They are victims of the mechanical modernism. They lost their traditional value of being connected to each other. They are distant from each other. It is a kind of mechanical materialistic life. 

This multi crowd moves flows.

There is a reference to Saint Mary Woolnoth= it is a church. 

King William Street= one of the major business streets in London where are many of the financial offices are located. The church is in King William Street. The church represents faith, religion. This church is only producing timing. It is not a source of spiritual inspiration. It is a source of timing. This indicates that people lost their faith in religion. 
The striking of the hour reminds them with the passage of time. Time is passing very fast, but they are standing still. They are not developing. The strike of the hour makes them alert all the time.

They wanted to demolish the church from this business area. Losing the construction of that building was going to be a great loss. It is something symbolic for the Christian. Removing the church from that district of finance was of a great spiritual loss of the people. The church is a symbol of faith in that financial district. The reference to the church there is an indication that all the people are busy. No body visits the church. It is like a symbol, a sign of faith, but it is empty. It is like faith in modern man’s life. It is just an image, but not reality. It is not solid; it is like an image of faith. 

Among the entire crowd, no body is heading to the church because they are heading to their offices.

The church here is to announce the time. It is nine o’ clock, all businesses start at nine. The church is not an indication of spiritual kind of life. The dead sound is not spiritual it is just a reminder of work time. 

There is juxtaposition; faith is opposing the materialistic life. 

The sound of the church is a dead one because it announces time. People are not interested in going to church in order to practice their worship. 

In the midst of this, the speaker met someone whom he knows and stopped him. 

(Read the Footnote)
There I saw one I knew, and stopped him, crying: 'Stetson!

'You who were with me in the ships at Mylae!

'That corpse you planted last year in your garden,

Stetson = a bank clerk.  

There is conversation here with the protagonist. The protagonist is a male. 

Mylae= battle that took place 200. B.C- in which Rome had got victory over her enemy. It was because of commerce. The reference to the battle which was for commercial reason, it links the past to the present. Eliot is referring to World War I. 
We have the protagonist and another man whose name is Stetson. They fought together in the battle. The speaker here is a soldier, a male. He addresses Stetson saying that they fought together. He asks him a question about a corpse that he planted last year in his garden. It refers to the myth of Egyptian fertility rites = an indication of the beginning of the fertility season. It evokes certain rituals in the Egyptian fertility myths.

'Has it begun to sprout?  Will it bloom this year?

'Or has the sudden frost disturbed its bed?

It was after the war. All the dead bodies were buried. 

Sprout= grow

It is an indication of the link between the past and the present. It is an indication of the memories that the people had not forgotten the dead people, the memories of the past. 

These questions have no answers from Stetson. He did not answer the protagonist. It reflects the insecurity of the people of the waste land because of the loss of faith. 
The idea here is that the people of the Waste Land share past memories. They share the sin of boredom. It is heighten because there is no religious solid faith. They feel unsatisfied all the time. There is always a search for meaning all their life. 

These questions are like searching for meaning in life. 

Frost= winter 

Reference to the early frost that destroys the seeds and prevent them from growing. 

O keep the Dog far hence, that's friend to men,

'Or with his nails he'll dig it up again
!

'You! Hypocrite lecteur!-mon senblable,-mon frère!'
There is a kind of warning. 

(Read the footnote) 

The reference is to dogs- how dogs like to burry their bones to hide them. The reference goes back to the fertility god which is a hope of regeneration, rebirth, reinforce meaning in the life of the people of the waste land.  
It is a grotesquely mocking image, of the possible resurrection of the fertility god.

The digging indicates digging up memories that are horrible to the speaker. It is a revival of sad memories that enhance sadness and desolation. They only can forget these sad memories by going back to faith. 

The speaker is questioning because he is searching for an answer, for a meaning in his life. 

We have an allusion to Webster’s work. 

'You! Hypocrite lecteur!-mon senblable,-mon frère!'
This line is in French- translated. It dramatizes the reader’s and the author mutual involvement in the Waste Land. It is not only the writer, but also the readers are involved in the Waste Land. They share the sense of boredom. 

Eliot is addressing the readers of his time who were the outcome of the Western civilization after its desolation after the war.

The reader and the poet share the same sense of boredom. 

He is representing the modern life, waste land, and people with no faith. It is an indication of continuity, the link between the past, present and the future.

Burying the corpse- the god of fertility indicates a hope, of resurrection for modern man life. It is a question asking for the possibility of hope. There is no hope, no resurrection for people who lost their faith. The only hope is to return back to God, to their faith.
Eliot is referring to the modern man who is indulged in his daily work that he neglects social communication with others. This helps to create more sense of alienation between neighbors, friends.

This is related to the spiritual dissatisfaction that people have in the waste land. This is why the people are alienated, isolated and fragmented from each other.

 The Technicality:

The sources for the poem

The Golden Bough

From Rituals to Romance

The Myths and Legends of Sybille- Tiresias, Osiers.  

The Tarot cards

These are the major sources that helped Eliot in creating his poem. 

Themes: 

· The loss of faith.

· The meaningless of modern life.

· The sterility, impotence of life in the Waste Land 
 It is the main theme of the whole poem. It has many branches like the themes of futility, frustration, spiritual and physical bareness of the modern life.

A critic … says” the poem is built on a major contrast between two kinds of life and two kinds of death. life devoid of meaning is death, sacrifice, sacrificial death may be life giving; an awakening to life”

It means that man has lost the knowledge of differentiating between good and evil.  This gives him a sense of being not alive= dead. 
This is why he mentions here that the people of the waste land because they do not know, lost the knowledge of good and evil, they are dead in life. 
The burial of the dead develops the theme of the attractiveness of death, the difficulty of arousing oneself from death in life. It seems as if men are afraid to live in reality that is why they live in a kind of unreal world.

The characters in the Waste Land  actually lost the meaning of good and evil. They do not have a proper life. Through the whole poem there are no answers to the questions asked. There is no solution. The poet raises many questions that the reader himself will answer. 

Each section has a different speaker.

The form:

The form is a kind of experimental new form. The whole poem is a kind of interior dramatic monologue. It is a kind of new experimental dramatic monologue. It is experimenting the stream of consciousness in the speaker’s mind rather than the real world. Time is not measured in the world of the mind. The speaker here goes forward and backward in history. 

The speakers have many questions that have no answer.  

Sometimes we find difficulty to identify the speaker.  

  The poem has some characteristics of the dramatic monologue, but it is an experimental one. It has new innovative methods used; One of which that there is no link between each stanza and the other. He moves from each stanza to another with a complete different speaker, different character, and different themes. 

Time is not measured in the world of mind. The speaker goes back to some mythological references. 

The speaker here raises many questions, but these questions have no answers. This method is in the movement of time, the movement in the poem is psychological rather than chronological. We have no chronological arrangements of events. It is as if we are between two dimensions, the past and the present.

The whole time of the poem takes 12 hours, starting from dawn until sunset. It is the limited time that is mentioned in the poem. But this limited time has many references to past details. In these twelve hours, the protagonist faces his crisis. 

If we look at the structure of the poem, we can not see a sentence that has an end. The structure is liked to the theme that is circular. It has no beginning, no end. The poem keeps on linking the past with the present. It links fertility and bareness. It links life and death. 

The structure of the poem is related to the technique of multi-dimensional allusiveness.  He depends a lot on many allusions.  We have many allusions, historical, literary, religious, mythological…………………..

 These allusions create the multi- dimensional allusiveness. The use of this technicality invokes and enriches the tradition by bringing association between the past and the present, between antiquity and contemporary, between sterility and fertility. 

The problem with the allusion is that when we fail to understand the allusion, we feel distant from understanding the poem. 

When the poem was written, it was not written in stanazic form. It was written in vignettes= short verse paragraph= like a literary sketch. Each stanza= vignette has a different speaker. All the speakers are embodied in the whole protagonist Tiresias 
It seems that he is only spectator not a real character. We do not see him doing any action. He is the silent protagonist who observes- a silent observer.

Each stanza has awkward relationship to the next one. There is no link. It is the method of fragmentation. It is the technique that Eliot depended on= picks pieces from every where.

There is no direct relationship between the proceeding vignette and the next one. 

The poem is written in blank verse. This blank verse is enriched by borrowing. 
Eliot depends a lot on borrowing. He borrowed lines, words, phrases from other literary works and inserted them in his literary works. We have religious, literary, musical, mythological borrowings.  We have borrowings from other languages= German- Latin- French. He borrows the themes that are suitable to his point of view. These borrowings become part of his context.

The first line- the first borrowing 

April is the curliest month 

It is the most important borrowing. 

The first part is strong. It has accented rhythm.

The second vignette follows the iambic meter.  We have varied meters in  each vignette .

The style that Eliot followed in his writing has a lot of technicality. The words are not difficult in themselves. Because of the borrowings, because of the fragmentation , lines seem very difficult.

He uses the present participle- the gerund, verbs in conjunction. 

The speaker, sometimes, we have I and sometimes we have WE or US. This adds to the difficulty of identifying the speaker.  We do not have a constant speaker, or identity.   

In the second vignette we have images of waste, fragmentation, disorder of existence that surrounds the speaker. 

We have4 the song of the German sailor which indicates the existence of love but this is can not be fulfilled in the waste land.  

In the third vignette we are introduced to a new character- Madame Sosostris= the fortune teller- she is significant because she represents most of the symbols in the poem of death- water- drowning- the wheel- rock- the crowd. 
 In the fourth vignette, we have the complete spiritual dissatisfaction, that people has no faith. 

This sense of alienation that Eliot creates in his poem is very unique. He uses different references, from history, mythology, religion, foreign borrowings. The poem is fragmented. He uses a lot of allusion, juxtaposition.  

The borrowings interrupt the reader, interrupt their own understanding. This is the method that Eliot follows.  

The poem illustrates a significance concept which is referring to the cycle of birth, growth and then death. 

There are varied allusions- religious- mythical, literary. 

Eliot creates the poem in unique style using free association of the literary, historical, religious, mythological and foreign borrowings. There is no system of his borrowing. He does not follow a systematic borrowing. It confuses the reader, makes him disconnected. This is what Eliot wants to create in his reader. He wants to create this sense of disconnection with the world. The poem is fragmented because the poet uses a lot of juxtaposition, using contrary ideas. The poem uses juxtaposition of the present with the mysticism and religious symbolism of the past to reinforce certain meanings that he wants to bring to the readers’ mind. These borrowings interrupt the sequence of reading. It confuses the reader. If the reader does not understand these borrowings, he feels lost. He borrowed them for certain significance. These quotations help to bring old ideas into a new context. This universalizes and internationalizing the context. The poem could appeal to any reader. It is translated into many languages. The poem illustrates the concept eternal return of the cycle of birth- growth- maturity- decay- death and rebirth.

Allusions:

He uses mythological allusions: the Holy Grail- Sibyle- Fertility gods – the myth of the Fisher King, the Tarot Cards.

In all of these myths we find the quest, the search for an answer.

The religious allusion: we have Biblical allusion. We have many references to the Bible- son of Man- the Rocks- the church-

The literary allusion: we have Shakespeare- Dante- Webster- Wagner’s opera. 

Finished
Best Wishes 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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