Drama
Fourth year- First semester
Introduction

The first lecture:                                                                                                د.مها سلام       
This is a course of modern drama. In the last years you studied some plays like ‘Othello’, ‘Julius Caesar’, and ‘Hamlet’ by Shakespeare. Also you studied ‘The Crucible’ by Arthur Miller. Drama is different from the novel. What is the main difference between novel and drama? Why do we call that this book is a novel and another book a play? A novel is divided into chapters and a play is divided into acts and scenes. This is one difference. Also, in drama you have a stage and you have the characters performing in front of the audience on the stage, but in the novel, it is just a written book and you read it by yourself. And prose is written in the form of narration; somebody is narrating, but in drama, we call it dialogue. So, if you open the book even before reading it, the shapes of the words themselves can tell you whether this is a novel or a play, but in the novel there is narration. This is an important difference and because of it there is that we focus of when we are studying drama something called stage directions. When I am writing a play, I am writing the dialogue and then I want the actors to know how they will act. We all know the meaning of a stage and the meaning of direction when I tell you do this and come and walk in this way and then stop here and then talk here in a loud voice and then be silent. This is all the direction that is given to the actors. We will read, for example, the actor is going to enter on the stage and then he will walk for three steps and then he will stop, then he will talk in a loud voice, then he will move his hand. So, the way that you are speaking or moving or talking>> this is part of the stage directions. There is something else is part of the stage directions, for example the furniture on the stage. If you have a stage in which there is nothing at all; it is empty, this is part of the stage directions. If you have another stage in which there is a living room, a bed room, a tree or a ship on the sea, everything on the stage is part of the stage directions. Also suppose that you read that in this scene there is dancing music, some loud music, carnival or festival, so the music whether you have it or not and whether it is sad music or happy one, whether it is loud or low, the music is part of the stage directions. Also suppose I tell you that in this scene it is supposed to be a night time and I want the stage to be dark and I want only some slight light that the audience can see what is happening. So, everything on a stage whether it is music, lighting, or furniture, or the way that actors entering or leaving the stage and the way the actors are talking or moving whether they are fighting together or whether they are calm and quiet/ whether they are sitting or sleeping >>>> all of this is part of stage directions. As if the stage directions means anything which is not the dialogue. We know the play when we read the dialogue which is the words between the actors. From the dialogue you can know about the themes and the characters and you can know when there is a climax or a crisis, but in addition to the dialogue you need to know everything about the stage directions: how the music is acting/ how the movement of the actors is affecting us. You remember ‘Waiting for Godot’ play by Samuel Beckett. In this strange play, actors are silent. They would just stand on stage and they are silent for a very long time and we are supposed to guess the meaning of the silence of the actors. 
So, if the actors are silent, talking, dancing or moving in a certain way or if the stage is empty or full and if it is full, what it has/ or if it is day or night time>>> all of this is under the heading of stage directions. All the time we should think how the stage directions help us to understand the themes and the characters. This is why I am focusing on it because it is something that is not found in the novel and it was not found very much in Shakespeare because the theater during the time of Shakespeare was just an empty stage and then you can imagine that, for example, there is a ship or a sea, but nowadays in the modern stage you can have everything; you can have moving scenes as if you are seeing a movie, not watching a play. So, stage directions are very important in modern drama.
In this term we will study a number of plays. In each one we will study certain points. For example, we will study the stage directions, characters and themes. The play has many themes. We will also study setting; the time and the place of the events themselves. We will study the language or the style of the words we are using/ the dialogue. And what about the plot of the play/ the story of the play? When I tell you there is a play called ‘Six Characters in Search of an Author’, the first thing that comes to mind is >>> (what does it talk about? What is the plot? What is happening in this play?)  So, the plot meaning the events that are happening and how one event leads to another.
What about the author?  The author/ playwright is very important of a play is very important because he/ she lived in a certain place and time and during this time certain events were happening and because of these events he was affected by them and he wrote in a certain manner different from the manner that was written by other playwrights. So, the author is important as much as his life can influence the plays that he is writing. We are interested in him because there are important points about his education or the age in which he was living and these points are important in the manner in which they affect the plays written by him.
In this term, we are going to study three plays. Two of them are short ones and I will begin with the shorter ones. One of them is one act only and few pages. The other is a special type of play. When you study it, you will discover whether it is divided into acts or not. The third one is five acts.
The plays that we are going to study are:
1-‘Six Characters in Search of an Author’ by  Luigi Pirandello. The playwright is an Italian.
2-‘Riders to the Sea’ by John Millington Synge. The playwright is an Irish.
3-‘Pygmalion’ by George Bernard Shaw. Shaw is an Ango-Irish playwright. 

In each of the plays we are going to study the points that we have mentioned. We are going to know about the life of the author, the plot (the story of the play), and the characters. Some characters are important and we call them the primary characters and others are less important and we call them the secondary characters. And we will know the themes. We have some major themes and some minor themes in each play. Then we have the setting; the time and place in which the events are happening. And of course we have the stage directions.
Pirandello is Italian, Synge is Irish and Shaw is Ango-Irish. Sometimes they consider Shaw Irish and sometimes they consider him British, but he is Ango-Irish. So, I chose three different nationalities to give you an idea about modern drama/ drama in the 20th century. Suppose Pirandello the Italian one was very influential and his writing was very important. Many English playwrights read his plays and watched them and they imitated him; therefore Pirandello is important although we are not studying the Italian literature, but he is very important in world of literature in general and that is why I chose different authors. Although Ireland is the neighbor of England but it is totally different from England. They speak English, but their English is different in pronunciation and they are totally different in their political and economic circumstances.
‘Six Characters in Search of an Author’
Luigi Pirandello
The reason that I began with ‘Six Characters in Search of an Author’ play in addition to it’s being short is that it is a very special type of play because the story is not usual at all. The plot of this play in particular is a very special one because it is a play about a play. At the beginning when we have the stage in front of us, we are seeing a theater group: actors, actresses, stagehands (the workers who work on the stage who can do the decorations, the curtains and the lights, etc), and the producer. The producer is the most important figure in performance. He is the one who directs everybody. They are starting rehearsal. While they are working on the reversal something very strange happens. They find that there are six people coming and these six people do not like ordinary humans. They are wearing masks and the masks are not covering all the face. You can see some part of the mouth or the nose. The masks are giving a certain expression to each character. For example, when you look at the first character, you think that there is a mask or remorse as if somebody is feeling very guilty and he has remorse because of something he did in the past. So, this figure is like a symbol of remorse. Another figure>> the mask is like sorrow or misery that he has been suffered at past time. Each of the six characters that enter and come on the stage has a certain mask with a certain expression. Now everybody is surprised and they do not understand who these are and they start quarrel with them: what you are doing. You are trying to do our job and we are rehearsing here and you cannot just come from outside like this. And then things start to get very strange. These six have entered the stage. We call them characters and we will call the others the actors. In this play you do not have plays. We have characters; the six figures wearing the masks, and we have actors, actresses and producers.
The character will say they are characters in a play. And of course this is strange because we do not expect the characters to come out of the play. And you understand that some author was trying to think about a play and to think about these characters and then suddenly he would not finish the play and the characters do not know to be realized. So, they are coming to the theater and they want these actors to act or to play their part. It is a very strange play and all the time it is talking about theater.
There is a very important word in the first play metatheater: when I have a theater talking about the theater. The whole play is about how plays are read/ it is about how writers write plays and how producers change the writing and how the actors and actresses get inside the role. This is an important word in our course and one of the major themes of the first play. It is the play of metatheater.
Why does Pirandello write a very strange play like this? We will know when we talk more about the contest and about the period of time in which he was living. He never gives us answers. All the time there are questions. Even at the end of the play, still some of the questions are not answered. If you like detective stories and a story in which there is a mystery and in which there is something you want to discovers, so you will like this play. And there is a reason as I told you related to the conditions in which he was living and in the way he sees the world. The way that Pirandello did this in his play was imitated b many others. This is why we are studying him. He was an influence on modern drama in general. 
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