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	Fourth year- First semester	

The last lecture:                                                                                       د.مها سلام       
Pygmalion
There was a confrontation scene between Professor Higgins and Eliza. They talked together and they started quarrelling for the first time. We mentioned that she has decided to leave the house and she gave him the jewelry and the ring and then she went out for a walk. At the very last part of act four she goes out for a walk and she finds Freddy. All the time every night as a very romantic lover, he comes and waits outside her window and she does not know even. But in act four she will see him for the first time and they will go for a walk and during this night walk, he proposes marriage to her.
Let us start our final act/ act five. First of all, we will start with the setting, the place and the time, of act five. We have two houses. We have two addresses in this play. We have the house of Professor Higgins >> what we call the Wimpole Street House and we have the house of Mrs. Higgins (Professor’s Higgins’ mother) which is called the Chelsea House. In the beginning of act two, you are told that this is in the Wimpole Street House in the laboratory of Professor Higgins and in act three, we begin in the house of Mrs. Higgins in Chelsea. In act four, we go back to Wimpole and act five is at the house of Mrs. Higgins in Chelsea. This is the place setting. What is the time setting? How is act five relative to form? Do we have a period of many weeks/ months between them? Act four ends at three o’clock in the morning while the two lovers Eliza and Freddy are driving around in the taxi London. They are waiting for morning to come. And act five is when the morning comes like from three o’clock till 6 or 7 o’clock in the same morning. This is the difference between act four and act five.
We know that Eliza who has been going on this driving around London in the taxi with her lover is going to the house of Professor Higgins and she is going to take her suitcase/ her clothes. She has already prepared her clothes last night and she is going to take them. Everybody will be still asleep. Professor Higgins will be sleeping and the Colonel Pickering will be sleeping but it is only the housekeeper Mrs. Pearce who admits her in. And Mrs. Pearce does not ask her where you are going or why you take your suitcase or she does not tell her please, stay here. She simply opens the door and she finds that she is taking the suitcase and leaving and that’s it.
The Professor wakes up and while the professor and the colonel are having breakfast, they ask where Eliza is and they discover from Mrs. Pearce that Eliza is not there. She tells them the story about how she came in a taxi at seven o’clock and took her things and he is very angry. He asks Mrs. Pearce why you do not wake me up maybe he would ask her to stay or to prevent her from going. He starts looking for her. He goes to police and he goes to his mother.
When the act begins, we are at his mother’s place, but we know about this story. It is the mother’s house but because he arrives at his mother’s house and he tells her the story, se we know that this is the order of the events; this is how the events were happing.
Why do you think that the professor and the colonel were so worried about Eliza?
A student: she takes care of his appointments.
A doctor: she is like a sort of a secretary to him. Do you believe that this is the real reason? I agree with you that this is the reason. This is what he announces when his mother or anybody is asking him why he is worried and why you want her back. He mentions that it is not because of her at all but because of my notebook. I have my appointment book with her and I need it badly. It is a very important notebook.
This is comic. You are needing a human being and you claim that you do not care about the person. You just care about the notebook she has. It is not something expensive or valuable. You are not even saying she took some jewelry or something expensive. It is just a notebook and you claim that this is the reason. Maybe there is deeper reason. We are not saying that he loves her/ he says that he does not love her, but at least he gets used to her presence in his life. There is a difference between love/ romance and getting used that somebody has been staying with you and you are used to saying them and having your meals with them and quarrelling with them. If this comes to an end, you are like missing them and you want them to stay. This is exactly the relation. Professor does not want Eliza to get out of his life but he does not want to marry her. In act four and again in act five, he will tell her why you do not stay with me. The experiment is finished but you can stay with me and the colonel and if you like, I will even adopt you; I will even make you my daughter and I can make this officially and I can put money in the bank for you/ I will do anything but do not get out of my life. Although he was sometimes very rude and shouting at her and was not always happy to see her but this is the relation. He is a man and he is childish and he thinks that we are having fun as if a group of children are playing a game. He thinks that the three of us, the colonel, Eliza and myself, were having fun together for six months/ we were having this experiment and we were teaching her/ sometimes we gave her lessons of music/ sometimes we taught her how to pronounce and read/ sometimes we took her to a concert to lesson to classical music/ we took her to a Shakespearean exhibition. You are educating somebody and you are teaching her how to eat, how to dress and how to walk. So, it was like a game. Now when she says I am going or when she takes her things and goes, he is angry because as if one of the children who are playing says I am not playing anymore. I want you to imagine the situation like this. If a group of children are having fun and then one of them would suddenly say I am not going to play anymore, the others will be angry with them >>>> why are you have fun?!
Because they are men (Colonel Pickering and Professor Higgins), they are shortsighted. They are looking under their feet. They are two men. Although they are different in personality but they have common things. One of the common things is that they do not look at the future. They do not think >>>> what if she stays with us one month/ one year? What then? What will happen to her? You do not expect her to grow up to become an old woman and she is not working and she is not having a career and she is not marrying just because you are having fun and suppose you get bored of the game, you are going to throw her!   
So, they are not thinking about all these things. They are just thinking at the present moment. Now we are happy and having fun, so maybe Eliza would stay with us and enjoy the game with us.
What does the mother react when he goes to her house and looking for Eliza and she knows that he called the police and the notebook and all these things? What is her reaction to these two men? The last time she saw them she was very angry and she was calling them children. Now this is the next time they visit her, so what is her reaction? Now we understand after she took her things, she went from Wimpole Street House to the Chelsea House (from Professor’s place to the mother’s). We will ask ourselves why she does this. Remember that these two women did not know each other very well and they are not even the same age group. One of them is much older than the other. They are not even friendly. They are not on the same social class. So, what would make Eliza decide when she leaves the house of the Professor to go to Mrs. Higgins? Why does not she go to any other place?
We agreed that you are thinking about drama and the characters as if they are real people in real life. And you know the situation between these two women. They are not close friends. They belong to different social classes. One of them is poor and the other is rich. One is working class and the other is upper class. One is 18 years and maybe the other is 60 years old. There is nothing much in common between them, so what would make her think of going to this pace and staying there? She is taking her suitcase; she is not just going to visit for five minutes, one hour or a day. She is taking her things and moving in and it seems that the mother has received her well. It seems the mother has accepted the fact that this woman is staying with me. The mother is even protected her. When the professor comes and is asking for her, she does not tell him. She wants to punish him. This is the other part of my question. The reaction is that she was angry >>> why did are you call the police? Is she a thief?! You are all the time doing wrong actions; you are not behaving correctly. She wants to punish them by not telling them that Eliza is upstairs; she wants them to be worried. Maybe o will tell them later. Let them worry a bit as a sort of punishment.
We come to the other question >>> why Eliza is staying there? What makes these two women come together? She could not go back to her past life to the attic room and to selling flowers in the streets because she changed. This is one reason. If I cannot go back to my room, why do I go to this woman?
You remember the thing about solidarity between women/ about the gender issue/ about how women even if they belong to different social classes can understand each other and maybe they are ready to help each other sometimes more than men. What if I go and tell her last night we had an embassy party and I was doing great and everybody thought I was a royal princess but when we returned home, your son and his friend were talking together and nobody at all talked to me. They ignored me completely as if I would not exist and then when I was asking your son what about will become of me, he never mentioned anything and he told me I am not going to marry you and we had quarreled. When she tells her this, she knows that the mother will understand/ that the mother will say these two men were very wrong. Why did they compliment her after she did well in the party/ after she passed the six months successfully and she passed in the exam? Why do not they give her some few words of being intelligent, bright and clever and that she did well. They did not tell her anything. Because she is a woman, she will understand the point of view of another woman. She will not say how dare this working-class girl be angry at my son?! My son is a great Professor and he taught her and now she is very ungrateful and she is not even thanking him and she is angry with him. She was from the beginning taking the side of Eliza. She was understanding how Eliza as a human being is supposed to have certain rights and how the son as a man is not at all paying attention to this and is playing with Eliza as if she is a doll and he never thinks about her future. The mother knew this and Eliza knew that the mother is going to help her. This is exactly what happened. She accepted her as a guest and she told her you can stay at my place till you find somewhere else and she was even defending her. So, the two answers are correct. You want to tell me that she has no place else to go. She cannot go to her past life because she changed and of course she would never think of going to her father because the father sent her out in the street years ago. So, she has no place to go/ nobody to help her except the mother of Higgins. And the second reason is that because the mother is a woman, so she would understand another woman’s point of view and she would offer help and solidarity as part of the gender issue we are talking about.
Now we know the situation in act five. It is the house of Mrs. Higgins. We have Mrs. Higgins, the colonel, and the professor and after sometime Eliza and Eliza’s father Alfred Doolittle is going to arrive. This is like the whole party. Alfred Doolittle and his daughter, Mrs. Higgins and her son and Colonel Pickering are five characters now together. Why does the father come? We saw him once before when he came to take money. (Since you are taking my daughter, then you need to pay me). He was a very comic figure and he spoke about the undeserving poor. We meet him once before as a dustman who likes to speak philosophy and to speak about social issues. What about the second time we see him?
You know the transformation that happened to Eliza. As if our play is about another story of transformation which is the transformation of Alfred Doolittle. We have two transformations up till now. He is no longer a dustman. He is a gentleman. He is dressed like a middle class gentleman. As we know from Eliza’s experiment the appearance changes muck quicker than your way of speaking or your attitude. This man has changed in appearance but still he is speaking in the same way and still he is not educated and his manners are still the same but it is only the outward appearance that changed.
You said something about his getting money. Professor Higgins is the reason for this money that came to Alfred Doolittle. This is the correct part of your answer but the incorrect part when you said that he is coming to thank him because he does not want to thank him at all. This is the comic part of the situation. In all movies whether Arabic or English, when you have a character who was poor and suddenly becomes rich, this is supposed to be a happy transformation. But According to Bernard Shaw, this man who got money is not coming to thank the man who caused the money to come to him. But actually it is quite the opposite; he is coming to quarrel with him. He is coming to tell him why did you help me to have the money? This is part of a comedy. When you are reversing the things that people usually expect, this will make people laugh. Does he give any reasons (why I am not becoming a middle-class man or inheriting money)? Does he give any reasons for this strange behavior? Does he mention certain examples about how people are treating him now? At the beginning before he got the money, he used to go and asked for money from others. He was happy when he got the money every time. But now he says everybody is approaching me and asking me for money and each time I give them money, I am not happy at all. This is a comic way of saying things. I am sure that there is a reason for that. It is as if Shaw wants to tell us that money is not the answer to all our problems. Do not think that if you become rich, your problems will come to an end. Money is important but it is not the only answer to the problems. Suppose that a country has a number of social problems like poverty and unemployment like the England of 1914. If you have a number of rich people and they take their money and they distribute it as charity to all the poor people of London, will this cause a big transformation and everybody will be happy? According to the play, no because money is only one thing. You need to give people education/ you need to give them health care/ you need to give them housing and people need work. Because he is Shaw and because he is comic, he does not want to say this in a boring way. He does not want to give us a lecture and to say I want you to know that if you have a social problem of poverty and unemployment, do not think that charity will solve the situation. The government needs to create jobs for the people and to do so and so. Instead of saying all this, he is saying this but in a comic way by showing you a man who just got money. He did not get anything else/ he did not get a job/ he did not get proper health care/ he was not educated. So, if he keeps spending this money here and there and everybody is asking him for it, the money will come to an end maybe after 5 years and he will reverse back to his original state. So, he did not solve his problem at all. This is what Shaw wants us to say and this is why the man is not very happy with getting the money as if he understands that the money will end one day and he will become poor again. He does not say this except in a very comic way. You keep saying, for example, before that when I was sick I could not go to the hospital. Now I have doctors coming to me without calling them. They come twice a day. They want to check my health in the morning and in the evening just to take money from me. And Before that when I have trouble with the law, I could not find a lawyer. Now lawyers are coming and giving me advice and I have to pay them. My family grows in number but before I did not have relatives. He is doing this in a comic way to show you that money by itself is not enough or will not correct all the problems. There is another reason. He does not come to visit just them that I am rich and I am not happy because I am rich. There is another more direct reason. He is going to invite him to his wedding. He is going to get married on that day. Why is the marriage important? He says that his wedding is because of my transformation. When I was a working-class man, I was free. I was living with this woman for 6 years but we were not officially married. At any time she could go away if she wants or I could leave her if I wanted. Now because I got money, I am not free any longer. It is like I am tied. I have to be respectable and I have to go and get married officially and we have a marriage documents so that we will be respectable middle-class people. So, again he thinks of money and of being middle class as something that takes your freedom away/ something that makes you tied all the time. This is why his purpose of coming is related to the whole issue. he is getting money and becoming middle class but he is not happy about it because this is tying him and taking his freedom away and the money will end soon. I keep spending it and everybody keeps taking or asking me and I will return back to my original situation. After this comic arrival, we are about to reach the end of the act but there is still an important part. Everybody will say let us go and prepare for the wedding because the wedding is on the same day. So, they go to change their clothes and see Eliza and the professor again on stage alone. It is another confrontation scene like the one we have last night in act four after the part. Eliza is making a distinction between the manners of the two men. One of them is very rude and other is very gentleman and polite to her. Eliza tells Higgins that she is going to marry Freddy. He is upset and he is not happy. Does he tell her why he is upset or why he does not want her to marry Freddy? Can we say the reason is that he thinks her much better than Freddy or above him? If you think deeply about it, you feel that this is not the usual thing. If Professor Higgins was another person, maybe e would have said but you are a working-class girl, even if I educate you and even if I make you like a duchess, your origins are a working class and this Freddy maybe he is poor, but he belongs to the Eynsford Hills who are a very big family name, so how dare you think of marrying such upper class people. Another sort of personality would have said that but not our professor. Our professor thinks of people as equal at least if they can speak a good language. According to him, it is the accent or the language which is important. Once you are speaking like upper class people, then you are equal to them. Actually he tells her you are better than Freddy/ you are stronger and he is a weak person/ he cannot do anything. In the marriage the man is supposed to be the stronger but if you marry this man, you will be the stronger partner. How does she answer him when she hears his objections? Freddy is weak/ Freddy has no money/ you are better than him/ you are fit for a king. Is she convinced? Does she change her mind? She is not. The two scenes between the professor and the student which are the two confrontations scenes in act four and act five are scenes of conflict. He has one point of view and she has the opposite. The thing is the conflict is not resolved. At the end of the scene still she and he are at the same attitude; nobody convinces the other. The end of act five actually is by the end of the conversation, the mother will come down and will say I am ready and Eliza let us go to your father’s wedding and they will meet the professor and he will be talking to Eliza as usual. He will be telling her do not forget to call the grocers and to ask for some cheese and ham. This is the end. It is as if an open end/ as if there is no resolution. This is why I want you not to forget to read the epilogue because the epilogue is like the end of the play. If you stop at the end of act five, it is open; you are not certain whether she is going to marry Freddy or not and if she marries him, are they going to be happy?! If she does not marry him, will she go back and stay with the professor and what will happen if she goes back? You do not know the answer to these questions unless you read the epilogue. It is the epilogue that provides the end of the story and this is why we are saying that the preface and the epilogue are parts of our play. The play is five acts plus the section at the beginning that we call the preface and the section at the end that we call the epilogue. 
Now we have reached the epilogue. In the epilogue, we will be told about the marriage/ we will be told that Freddy and Eliza actually are getting married. And another joke is that because they do not have money, they go and they are living with the Professor Higgins and the Colonel Pickering. We have Professor Higgins, Colonel Pickering and Eliza living together. We said that this was unusual. During the six months of the experiment, these three people were living together at Wimpole Street and now they have an addition. Freddy marries Eliza and they are staying there and everybody thinks of this as normal. The professor does not object Eliza. This is suitable because they have no money to get a house and they are staying there.
About their career: at the beginning the colonel will give them some money for the honeymoon and they will say save some of it to help them spend for a period of time. At one time the father Mr. Doolittle who is now rich is going to pay some money. But this cannot go on forever; they need to think of getting a job or having a career. The colonel will suggest why you do not have a flower shop like you were thinking before. Before the experiment, you first come to us and you were thinking of having a flower shop. The comedy is that they have a flower shop and everybody will think they will succeed because Eliza has experienced and she knows about flowers and the prices of flowers and she knows about buying and selling. But actually they do not succeed because keeping a shop requires other skills. Here you have to know that Bernard Shaw is all the time is calling for education. He says that everything requires education. Even if you want to keep a business and to become a business woman, you need to go to a business school/ you need to know how to keep your account, etc. everything needs education. People think it is easy to have a shop. He says no, it is not in real life. You used to be selling flowers in the streets but when you have a shop, this is a different thing. You are paying taxes and you are keeping accounts and you are doing so and so. So, you need to know how to do this. Freddy and Eliza go to evening school and they start getting education and at one moment they change their project. It is no longer a flower shop. Flowers are not a basic need.
He wants to tell us something about economy; how if you are selling luxury goods, you will make profits and maybe not. If nobody has money to come and buy flowers, the flowers are going to die and you will not gain any money and you will lose. So, they changed things and they became greengrocers selling groceries and vegetables. This is like something basic; everybody will need to buy grocery and vegetables. So, he is giving us another lesson that if you are having a business, you need to sell things that are needed by everybody all the time. This is when they start making profits/ some money.
The relation between Eliza and her professor never ends. According to the epilogue, he even tells us that she was all the time dreaming that maybe at one time I will be together with this man and desert island away. It is like a romantic dream. She still loves him. She never said that she loves Freddy. She still loves this man but only in her dream life. In her practical life, she is a good wife and she knows that the colonel and the professor are good friends/ I respect them. But she does not him to change. She does not expect him suddenly to become very romantic. She knows that this is not realistic, that people do not change. 
We have one final point about the epilogue. We are going to read of a third transformation story. There is a third story that we are not told about at all except in the epilogue. When you are reading the epilogue, Bernard Shaw is all the time not serious. He is making jokes. You are reading him and you do not know does he really mean that or is this joke or what? So, part of the epilogue is about a person called Clara. You did not hear of Clara before but we heard of her without this name. She is the sister of Freddy. You remember the Eynsford Hills. There a mother Mrs. Eynsfor Hill and there was a sister Ms. Eynsfor Hill who is Clara. Clara transforms and we are told about this in the epilogue. She does not transform in appearance; she transforms in her mind. it is a mental transformation. What we know about her is that she was a silly fashionable upper-class girl who likes to go to parties all the time but who did not have a very clever mind even when Eliza was making mistakes or speaking in a strange way, Clara thought that this is a new fashion and she wanted to imitate her.
In the epilogue, we are told that she changes not suddenly but gradually. She starts reading. Again it is the education which makes people change. She starts reading serious books; especially according to Shaw, serious novels in particular. He was to say that literature is very important. Literature tells you about human nature and life and it makes you have a mature mind. This is what happened to Clara. She read novels and we are given some of the titles of novels and some of the authors that she was reading and she became a different person. Instead of being silly and not knowing anything about life except parties and fashion, now she is thinking about having a career and getting a job and maybe she does not mind. She can work as an assistant in a shop and this is exactly what happens. She works as a shop assistant. So, she is no longer the upper class Clara who has no money but who does not need to work because working is beneath me. She is no longer that person. She is a different sort of person. And the importance of this to our story is something very interesting. When Freddy and Eliza are thinking of having a shop, Freddy thinks this will embarrass my family. If I go to my mother (his mother is not happy that he married the flower girl), now I will make her again unhappy when I tell her that I will be working in a shop. She will be very unhappy about family name and what the neighbors will say when my son is working in a shop. And he feels very embarrassed going to tell her this. When he goes to tell her this, there is another surprise that his sister is already working in a shop. The mother is not happy. The mother does not change. But now it is much easier for Freddy to announce the shop that he is going to have because his sister is a different Clara now. It is not the same Clara.
In the epilogue, he speaks about marriage and how people choose their partner. If you are a weak person, maybe you will choose a strong person or if you are a strong person, you will choose a weak. You will find many things about marriage.
When you go home and read the epilogue, you will discover that when Eliza and Freddy start going to evening school/ when are studying business, part of the things that you are study, not only accountancy but also you study shorthand. The education of shorthand is there in the London evening schools. Evening schools at that time was a new system. It is as if you want to give the chance to people who are already grown-up and they are not still children to go to school in the morning but they are already grown-up. They want to improve themselves. You are giving them a chance to go in the evening for two or three hours to get language lesson or to get shorthand lessons or to get accountancy lessons. These people may are fathers, mothers or husbands and wives but they want to improve/ they want to work in better jobs or to find a better business. (Education in England at that time and how education improves people going to evening school). When we have an evening school, this means that you are a society that understands that value of education. If you missed education while you are a child, we are still giving you another chance to become educated through the evening schools. So, things are related. Just read the preface and the epilogue carefully. They are related to your play. The epilogue is what gives us the end of the play.
All the plays have beginnings and endings. While studying you should think of the beginnings and the ends of the plays. And all the plays have themes and sometimes the beginnings are common. If there is a language theme, I think that it is there in all the plays. And even the relationships between people >> all these are there in all the plays. Why do not you think about them? While you are reading the plays, think do I have men and women. I have in the three play, so mainly I can think of this and I can see how the plays are doing with these different things. This is the way. In all the plays, we have plots, themes, language, characters, beginnings and ends. If I am Bernard Shaw and I have a theme of language, what are my techniques in presenting the theme? Synge has different techniques and he is writing a different type of plays. He is writing a tragedy. And maybe this play ‘Pygmalion’ can be considered more of a comedy, a tragicomedy or a romantic comedy. Shaw likes the techniques of narration all the time. He wrote a long preface and a long epilogue and he is writing in-between the lines all the time, not only the stage direction. There is a narration as if this is a novel/ pseudo novel or a semi-novel. It is as if not a pure play. It is as if a play with some novel elements in it. This is his technique. His technique is comedy. He does not like to be saying things in a tragic way. Imagine this in relating to Synge. For example, if he was another Shaw, he would introduce the story of Maurya and her family in a comic way. It is a tragedy but it could have been presented in another way. But he did not choose the technique of comedy. He chose to write his play in a tragic form. 
And suppose that Pirandello wants to tell us themes about theater as a business and a theater as in which everybody has a role. The electrician has a role. We see the electrician in several times. The plumber has a role and the carpenter has a role. He could have told this through any way but he chose ways like metatheater and a play-within-a play. This is the way he chose to present his topics. 
Themes in drama usually are common. All the plays are about human relations, language, love, or marriage. Of course some plays emphasize more on the language, education, gender issues, class struggle, or colonial themes. But there are common things and the technique of the style is what makes play different from another.
So, we have common elements (plot, themes, characters, style, technique, beginnings, ends, prologues, epilogues or metatheather). Think about these things. And apply it to all the plays.
I forgot to tell you in another class we were speaking of act four and five and then I was asking them, why does Eliza take a walk? You have to remember it was three o’clock at night. It is not at all a usual time for taking a walk. Now after she had the quarrel with the professor and he went to sleep, she went to the bedroom and made her suitcase and she made her mind that she is going to leave in the morning. Why could not she stay? It is only two or three hours till the morning. Why does she go out? It is unusual thing to do, so I need to ask myself about it. Of course there is a reason and the reason will help me to understand better. You will never know that she went out for a walk unless you are reading the details. If you just read summaries, you will not be able to discover many things happening. Can you think of any particular reason? Why should she go out at this time? From my point of view and from the play’s point of view, why? We are told that she already took her decision and that she already made her suitcase and she even took the jewelry and gave them to the professor and she already made her decision but then she takes off the party clothes and she puts on walking clothes and she takes her purse and she opens the door of the house and she goes out. The plot/ the structure of the play wants Eliza and Freddy to meet together. So, we need to create a situation in which these two are going to see each other. We know before from the confrontation scene, she tells him Freddy is in love with me and he is writing many love letters to me and I know that he loves me. Do you think I do not have any lovers?! I have lovers and I do not need you to marry me. She tells him this. But she did not meet Freddy face to face. We are told that this romantic young man has being staying every night in the streets in front of her house looking at her window and she does not know this at all. Because the writer of the play wants these two to get together and he wants her to see him and to give her the chance that he will propose to her, this is one reason why she goes out. But there must be another reason to make things convincing that she is so excitable. She was very excited and very nervous after her confrontation to the fact that she could not even stay in her bedroom or she could not sleep. She needed to go and walk. I have three hours that I go and walk to spend the time till it is morning. So, there was a psychological reason in the character of Eliza that she was very upset and very nervous and she could not even remain till the morning to go out. She needed to go now. And in the morning I will come and take my things. The second reason is not related to Eliza’s mind, psychology or state of being. It is related to the structure of the play that we want to have a marriage proposal. We want at this point in the play Freddy to propose to Eliza so that when she sees Higgins tomorrow, she will tell him I already accepted Freddy. So, how can we bring these two together? So, she goes out and when she goes, she will be surprised to find him and they will have the walk at night and he will propose to her.
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