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I.   Meaning & Context

Many words , in all languages, Are “ Polysemous”

 Polysemous words : 
Words that have multiple meanings; they have more than one meaning and more than one function.
 Example: The word round can be:

· A verb: We always round the city

· A noun: The athlete fell down after the fourth round

· A preposition: They sat round the table

· An adjective: They sat at the round table 

· An adverb : He walked round and round  

 - As seen in the above examples ; without a context we can’t decide the exact meaning the speaker or the writer intends. 

 -  In fact, most words have not only several functions as seen above but  also different meanings.

Other examples:

· Chair (N) , chair ( V )  , char ( Adj )

· Export (N) , export (V)

· Present (N), present (V), present (Adj)

· Match (N), match (V)

· Master (N), master (V), master (Adj)

· Import (N), import (V)

· Decline (N), decline (V)

· Experience (N), experience (V)

So, the context plays a major role in determining which meaning is intended:

Example:-  My friend sent me a present. The word “present” means:

   A) now                                     B) gift
   C) introduce                             D) recent                   

II. Meaning & External Factors

As we mentioned in the previous lectures that the meaning of a written

 sentence in a written context depends mainly on:-

·  lexical meanings.

·  grammatical components.

On contrast, a spoken sentence in a conversational context depends on

 several external factors:-
1 . Body language.
When one speaks, he may, and usually does, move his hands, eyes, head, eye-brows. These movements normally reinforce the content of his or her sentences, but they may sometimes contradict it.
2 . Facial features.
The face of the speaker often shows his real feelings such as pleasure, regret, pity, sorrow, eagerness, reproach, anger, sympathy, or weakness.
These features are manifested in the eyes, which are the mirror of the psyche, and expressed by the shape which the lips may take and the degree of tension which facial muscles may show. 

3 . Tone.
Another factor that affects meaning is the speaker’s tone during speech Emotions are mixed with speech in a very special manner, and the resulting mixture betrays the speaker’s feelings.
4 . Converser’s roles.
The relationship between the TWO  conversers influences 

  the meanings of what they say. Some examples are teacher-student, father-
  son, husband-wife, mother- daughter, employer-employee, and friend-
  friend relationships. Sentencial meanings are partly affected by the speaker-
   hearer relationship.
5 . Pre-conversational relationship.
The meaning of a sentence is also somehow affected by the interpersonal relation prior to conversation. Is it a relation of friendship, envy, enmity, tension, harmony, or what?

6.  Physical environment. 

The physical surroundings of conversation may affect meanings. The speakers often use deictic expressions ( expressions dependent on the external environment such as:

· Here, there  [ The location]

· This, that, these, those [Things around ]

· Tomorrow, next,, before, after, …………etc. [ The future time situations ] 

· Today, then, now, ………….etc. [ The present situations ] 

· last night, yesterday, before, after, in the past…. Etc. [ The past situations ]

· I, you, we, they, he, it, she,  …………etc. [ Personal features ]

III. Grammatical Classification

According to grammatical classification, languages may be classified as follow:
A. Inflectional languages OR we may say analytical languages such as Arabic, Greek, Latin, Persian, and Hindi. For example, in Arabic language, Greek, Latin, Persian, and Hindi , the meaning of the word changes due to changes of its:-

i- Morphological internal build-up [ katab, kutib, maktub, maktabat…etc]

ii- Case inflections at noun endings to mark noun relations inside the sentence
[ kitab, kitaban, kutob or kitabun, kitabin, kitaba …… etc]
B. Agglutinating languages. Here we mean that such languages like English, Japanese, Turkish, Mongolian, German,…etc., depend on prefixes and suffixes to-

i-  Change word meaning 
[ patient/ impatient, home/ homeless,…….etc]
ii- Modify syntactic relations
[ large/ enlarge, danger/ dangerous, play/ played, pen/ pens,…..etc ] 

C. Isolating languages. Or we may say non-inflectional languages. Here the words have constant forms; that is, every word has its own constant morphological structure and constant meaning. Words of these languages do not accept prefixes, infixes, and suffixes. 
 Inter-word relationships inside the sentence are determined by both syntactic order and the contextual clues.
Examples of such languages that are considered isolating are [ chinese & Tibetan] However, some linguists hold that grammatical classification cannot be accurate because most languages show a variety of characteristics.
Arabic ,for instance, is partly inflectional because we can derive dozens of words from one single root and also because nouns are marked by case endings.
Arabic is also partly agglutinating because it allows affixation.
Also Arabic is partly isolating because it has a lot of non-inflectional words, e.g., particles.

IV.  Sample Questions

1.   We went to a restaurant and sat round a table in the corner. The underlined word “ round” is used as a/an _____________________.

   A. noun                                                                B. verb

   C. adverb                                                             D. preposition
2.   “ A student can master any language through using it directly with its speakers”.  “ master” is used as a/an  ________________.

    A.  Adjective                                                       B.  noun 

    C. verb                                                               D. auxiliary
3.    When a language is “_____________”, we mean that most of its words have more than one meaning.

  A. connotative                                                  B. polysemous
  C. Figurative                                                    D. Metaphorical
4.    “_____________”  is one of the facial features that affects the conversational context. ________ .                 

   A. regret                                     
        B. loyalty

   C. cruelty                                                    D. generosity  

5.    The relationship between the two speakers influences the meanings of what they say to each other. This is called “_________________”.

   A. Intonation                                                       B. Word order

   C. Converser’s roles                                          D. Function words
6.   “______________” expressions are those that depend on the external environment such as her, this, today,…etc.

    A.  Pre-conversational                                        B. Deictic 

    C. Tone                                                              D. Facial
7.    All of the following are grammatical classifications  of languages except “______________”.

    A. Inflectional                                                     B. Agglutinating

    C. Isolating                                                         D. Literal
8.    “ _________________” languages are the languages that depend on prefixes and suffixes to change meaning.                 

    A. Inflectional                                                    B. Agglutinating
    C. Isolating                                                         D. Literal

 9.    An example of inflectional languages is “_____________” language.

    A. Mongolian                                                       B. Turkish

     C. Arabic                                                             D. Japanese
10.  “______________” languages are the languages in which the words have constant forms. 

     A.  Pre-conversational                                        B. Agglutinating 

     C. Inflectional                                                     D. Isolating
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