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Monster Cities
Are big cities wonderful places? Are they terrible? There are different ideas about this. William H. Whyte writes books about cities. He is happy in a crowded city. He loves busy streets with many stores and many people. He likes the life in city parks and restaurants.
Many people don't like big cities. They see the large population of cities and they are afraid. Many cities are growing very fast. They are "monster" cities. (A monster is a big, terrible thing.) in some countries there are no jobs in small towns. People go to cities to work. For example, 300,000 people go to São Paulo, Brazil, every year. In china, about 183, 000 people move to Beijing from the countryside every year. São Paulo and Beijing are both megacities.
A megacity is a very, very big city. It includes the main city and the cities and towns around it. Population density is the number of people in one square mile (2.59 square kilometers). There are big problems in mega cities. In many U.S. cities there are many people with no jobs and no homes; the air is dirty. A terrible problem is crime. Many people art afraid of crime. People want to feel safe.	
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My neighborhood
My name is Elena Sanchez. I am from Mexico, but now I live in California. I'm a student here in English language classes at a small college. I live in an apartment building. It's on the corner of Olive Street and Sycamore Avenue. My address is 2201 Olive Street. There's a big olive tree in front of the building. There's a park across the street. There are a lot of oak trees in the park. The trees are beautiful in the summer.
A lot of my neighbors are from different countries. The people next to me are from Indonesia. The family across from the Indonesian family is from Colombia.       
The stores in this neighborhood are always busy. There's a Korean drugstore and an Armenian flower shop. There are three restaurants on Olive Street: One Mexican, one Japanese, and one Moroccan-Italian-American.
I like my neighborhood, but I ask myself one question. Where are the Americans?
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Internet shopping

A Twenty-five years ago, very few people used the Internet. Only
scientists and people in the government knew about the Internet and how
to use it. This is changing very fast. Now almost everyone knows about the
Internet, and many people are online (on the Intemet) every day. When
people think about the Internet, they often think about information. But

now, more and more, when people think about the Intemet, they think
about shopping.

] Amazon.com was one of the first companies to try to sell products on
the Internet. Jeff Bezos started the company. One day he made a prediction
about the future. He saw that the World Wide Web was growing 2,000

percent a year. He predicted that
it was going to continue to grow,
and he thought that shopping was
going to move to the Internet. People
were going to shop online. He quit 1s
his good job and drove across
the country to Seattle, Washington.
There he started an online bookstore
called Amazon.com. Bezos had very
little money. The company began 20
in a garage (a building for a car),
and at first there were very few
customers (_people who buy t:h.lngs)

A te Anaonom si, , people can search for a book about subject, find meny  different
books about that subject, read what other people think about the books,

order them by credit card, and get them in the mail in two days. This kind

of bookstore was a new idea, but the business grew..In a few years,

Amazon.com had 10 million customers and sold 18 million different items

in categories including books, CDs, toys, electronics, videos, DVDs, home

improvement products (things that you use to fix up a house), software,
and video games. Today, at a ‘virtual shopping mall”
—a group of online stores—you can buy anything from
gonrmet. food—special, usually expensive food— to
vacations.
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Predicting the Future of Shopping

There are different ideas about shopping in the future. Some people
say, “Everybody is going to shop online, from home. There won't be
any more real stores or shopping malls.” But other people have a different
picture of the future. They say, “There will still be shopping malls. In the
future, many people will work at home, alone, on their computer: They'll s
want to go out to stores for their shopping. They'll want to socialize—be
with other people.” Maybe they're
right.

But the stores of the future will
probably be different from stores 10
today. Shopping in stores will be
easy. First, people won't need to
carry many bags from store to store.

In stores, they will only choose
products. They won't carry them 15
home. The stores will deliver most of
their purchases, such as clothesand ~ « jyn eye scan, a computer identifies you
books, to their houses. Second, from your eyes.

people won't need to carry money or
credit cards with them. An eye scan 20
will identify their eyes and put their
purchase on their credit card.

Shopping malls will probably also
be different from today. They won't
only have big department stores and 25
many small stores. Malls will still be
places for shopping and for
entertainment such as movies. But
in malls of the future, busy people will
also do other things. They will go to the 20
doctor, the dentist, and the post office. They will go to the gym, too.
Everybody agrees about one thing: shopping will be different in the future.

A Atthe gym in a mall
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Changing Families

Familles in almost every country are changing. This is true in rich countries and
poor ones. It is true in Africa, the Americas, Asia, and Europe. All over the world,
families are getting smaller.

In North'Africa, in the past, many people lived in extended families. Fifty to a
hundred people lived together in a group of houses. These were all family members—
grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, children, and grandchildren. But now this
traditional family is breaking into smaller groups.

‘The traditional family in Mexico was also big. One generation ago, the average
Mexican woman had seven children. Today, she has an average of only 2.5 children.
Now, without so many children, families don't need to spend so much money on
basics, such as food, clothing, and housing.

‘The traditional Japanese family was also an extended family—a son, his parents,
his wife, his children, and his unmarried brothers and sisters. Three generations lived
together. But this tradition is changing. Now most families are nuclear families—
parents and their children—and most Japanese parents have only one- or two
children. These families have new problems. Many men and women spend a lot of
time at work. They don't spend much time together as a family. This can be very
difficult.

‘The world is changing, and families are changing, too. There are many new types
of families, but most seem to be getting smaller.
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Our Family Reunion

ese are pictures of my family. I took the pictures last suramer. We.
don't live together. We live in different cities, different. states, and
two countries. But we often talk to each other on the phone or send email-
Every summer all the relntives come together for a week. This is our
family reunion, and it's so much fun.

There are two branches in our family—one branch from Mexico and
one from the United States. People come to the reunion from California,
Arizona, New York, and Florida. Other people come from Mexico City and
Puerto Vallarta. We alternate the reunion place—one year in Mexico and
the next year in Arizona. My great-grandparents lived in Puerto Vallarta,
and my grandparents now live in Arizona.

At the reunion, we have a picnic

one day. We play baseball, swim, and

eat a lot. We play volleyball, too. One

day some of us go shopping. One night

we always have a big barbecue. We sit

o around a fire, tell stories, and eat a lot.

e Some of my aunts and uncles sing.

- ©On the last night, we have a dinner

* Playing volleybal party at a nice hotel. Our family really

kes to eat.

We don't only eat. We visit with each other all week. We talk about

problems. We plan weddings. Sometimes we argue. All bring their new
babies, new wives and husbands.

It's good to have a big family. But at the end of the week, I'm always
very tired! I'm happy to be alone.





