ادب اطفال/ د.عبد الجواد النادي
الشرايح المهمه بالمحاضره المباشره الثانيه لمادة ادب اطفال
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Features of Children's Literature
Some general features of Children's Literature:
It has to....be easy
It has to....be simple
It has to....contain a message
It has to....have a moral lesson
It has to be attractive/surprising /exciting /
Provide adventures
Suspense
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Features of Children's Literature

1. Is about childhood.
2. Focuses on action.

1. Is simple and
straightforward.
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Characteristics of Children’s Literature

4. Expresses a child’s point of view.
Same as above

* Child ideas and topics mean the point of view
to be expressed.

 Can it present the point of view of elders?

* Can children be just followers of the views of
adults?

* Can they have their own p o view?
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Characteristics of Children’s Literature

* 5. Is optimistic.
“Hope is a vital dimension of a children’s
book”. (Sarah Smedman)

* Pessimism does not fit the world of
children. It just puts them off and creates a
wall between them and the novel. Of course
we are talking here about children readers
and characters.
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Characteristics of Children’s Literature

* 6. Tends toward fantasy.

Fantasy often implies a symbolic defiance of
our knowledge of reality, and represents
the potential that lies below the surface in
each of us.

* Lots of imagination with some logic of
course. But fantasy should be the ruling
principle.
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Characteristics of Children’s Literature

* 7.ls a form of pastoral idyll.
The pastoral idyll celebrates the joys and
innocence of rural life, close to nature and
in the company of friends.

* Greenery, shrubs, trees, flowers, water,
rivers, roses, nature in general. All these are
so dear to the hearts of kids.

* Pasture
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Characteristics of Children’s Literature

« 8. Views an un-idyllic world from the viewpoint
of innocence.

More complex and interesting books reflect
ambivalence about desire to have the comforts
of home and the exciting dangers of
adventure, desire to be innocent and
experienced, desire to grow up but not grow
up, etc.
being not able to asp the evil there is in the
whole world, thinking that all is well while in
factitis not Cf optimistic.
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Characteristics of Children’s Literature

* 9.ls didactic. Preaching
Traditionally, children’s literature has been
seen as attempting to educate children.
A universal theme is teaching children that
despite its boredom, home is a better place
to be than the dangerous world outside.
* Truthfulness. Cooperation. Filial obedience.
Brotherhood. Innocence. Good X evil.
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Characteristics of Children’s Literature

* 11. Tends to balance the idyllic and the didactic.
Some books are almost completely didactic
(teaching them how to become like mature adults
and deal with the adult world) or idyllic (reflecting
a desire to retain the innocence of childhood), but
most books combine the two approaches, and
deal with opposing ideas, such as home vs. away,
communal concern vs. self-concern, good vs. evil.

* Teaching X delighting
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¥ To understand all about children’s literature
and The Railway Children, we began with a
study of the characteristics of the genre. That
was necessary before we started dealing with
the text of the novel.

v'Simple, optimistic, didactic, idyllic, etc.
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*From birth to the
age of 18

*Both adults and
children can enjoy it
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History (Questions)

* In 1865 Alice in Wonderland” was
written by

* the English author Charles Lutwidge
Dodgson

* The French author Flaubert
* The German author Goethe




