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LESSON A 
You will learn how to use the simple past 



Childhood 



in 

for 

until 

Then 
ago 



1904 
2008 
1977 

two thousand six 
twenty thirteen 

nineteen ninety eight 



Simple Past: Past of be 

• Use the past of be to identify and describe people and things in the past. 

 

am 

is  

are 

 

I am a teacher.             I was a student. 

My brother is tall.  My brother was short. 

Students are at school.       They were at home. 

 

was 

were 



Simple Past: Past of be 

Affirmative and Negative Statements 

subject Be (not) 

I was  

 

 

 

happy in London. 

You 

We 

They 

 

were 

 

at university. 

He 

She 

It 

 

was 

 

in the garden. 

• You can contract negative statements: 

 was : wasn’t  were : weren’t 

  



• Yes/No questions: 

John was short 

be + subject 

Was John short? 

Yes, he was. 

No. he wasn’t 

 

 

Students were at school. 

be + subject 

Were students at school? 

Yes, they were. 

No, they weren’t. 

Simple Past: Past of be 

• Information questions: 

Wh- + be + subject 

Who was the teacher? 

 

Wh- + be + subject 

What were the question about? 

 

 

Wh- + be + subject 

Where was the school? 



Past be: Exercise 
1. Tom ____________ in Spain last weekend. 

2. Frank and Jim ____________ at the university last week. 

3. Who ____________ at the cinema last Monday? 

4. The children ____________ noisy. They were quiet when their parents came home. 

5. She ____________ a teacher. She was a nurse. 

6. He ____________ a short boy. He was very tall 

7. They ____________ good at French, but they were good at English  

8. We ____________ in Paris last summer. 

9. My brother ____________ in China some weeks ago. 

10.I ____________ in Copenhagen when my friends went there. Actually, I was in 

Prague. 

was 

were 

was 

weren’t 

wasn‘t 

wasn‘t 

weren’t 

were 

was 

wasn’t 



• The simple past describes completed actions in the past. 

Simple Past 

• Yesterday, I played basketball with my friends 

• My father and I watched a match last weekend. 

• The train stopped at the station. 

• Ahmad took a Spanish class last week. 

• Sarah stayed home and studied for the test. 

 

  

 

 

Signal words 

yesterday  

last week 

a month ago 

in 2002  

2 minutes ago 

 the other day 



Spelling of simple past verbs 

• Add -ed after most verbs: 

traveled – walked – talked – helped – answered  

 

• Add -d after verbs that end in -e: 

welcomed – improved – saved – liked – loved 

 

If a one-syllable verb ends in vowel + consonant double the 

consonant and add -ed: 

shop : shopped - plan : planned – stop : stopped 

 

If the verb ends in a consonant + -y, change the y to i and add -ed 

study : studied – try : tried – hurry : hurried 

 

If the verb ends in a vowel + y, add -ed: 

play : played – stay : stayed 

 

 



Simple Past: Negative 

• To form the negative of a sentence in the Simple Past you need 

to use the past form of the auxiliary verb „do‟ 

‘did‘ + ‘not‘ + the base verb 

I played football. 

I didn‟t play football. 

 

You called me. 

You didn‟t call me. 

 

They stayed home. 

They didn‟t stay home. 

 

 

Notice that did and didn‟t 

are invariable – they do not 

change no matter which 

pronoun you use. 

Examples with irregular verbs: 

• I didn‟t leave 

• We didn‟t come 

• He didn‟t go 



Simple Past: Make Questions 

Yes/No Questions 

Auxiliary Subject Verb Rest Yes/No Subject Auxiliary (+ n't) 

Did Max play football? 
Yes, he did. 

No, he didn't. 

Did you watch 
the match 

yesterday? 

Yes, I did. 

No, I didn't. 

Information Questions 

Question 

word 
Auxiliary Subject Verb Rest Answer 

What did you do 
yesterday 

evening? 

I did my 

homework. 

When did he meet his friend? 
He met him 

yesterday. 

Where did they go 
after the 

match? 

They went to 

a café. 



Irregular Verbs 

1) have as a full verb 

affirmative sentence negative sentence question 

every time regardless the subject (I, he, she, it, we, you, they): 

I had a book. I did not have a book. Did I have a book? 

2) be as a full verb 

affirmative sentence negative sentence question 

I, he, she, it: 

I was in Rome. I was not in Rome. Was I in Rome? 

we, you, they: 

We were in Rome. We were not in Rome. Were we in Rome? 



Irregular Verbs 

3) do as a full verb 

affirmative sentence negative sentence question 

every time regardless the subject (I, he, she, it, we, you, they): 

I did an exercise. I did not do an exercise. Did I do an exercise? 
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did weren’t 

were 
were 

did were 

did didn’t 

was 



was 
were 

wasn’t were 

did 

didn’t was 

did 

didn‘t weren‘t 

was 
was 

wasn’t 



Where were your parents born? 

Where did you grow up? 

Who was your best friend five years ago? 

Did you ever move when you were a child 

Did you play chess when you were little? 

How long were you in elementary school? 



18 years 1994 

3 years 

I was ten 

I was eleven 

1999 2005 
2010 my brother was 

five 



1. For 

Did you live there for a long time? 

 

2. Until { up to a specific point in time.} 

e.g. We lived here until 1992/ February. 

  

3. From ______ to ______  {two points of time} 

 e.g. I stayed in Riyadh from March to September. 

 

4. ago {time expression + ago} 

e.g. My family moved to the UK ten years ago. 

 

5. Then: (and then) 

e.g. We lived in Brazil. Then we moved to the U.S. 

e.g. We lived in Brazil, and then we moved to the U.S. 

 

6. When: {conjunction} + clause with a specific point in time. 

e.g. We left when I was six 

Time expressions: 



in when 

in when 

until then 

for 

long 

when for 

from to last ago 

ago in 



LESSON B: FAVORITE CLASSES 

In this lesson, you learn how to : 

Use all, most, a lot of, a few, etc. 

 





Determiners 

• All high schools have Math teachers.  

• A lot of people do not like Math. 

• No students like exams. 

 

 

1. What do we call the words in red? 

2. How do we use them? 

3. Why do we put “of” sometimes and we delete it other times? 

 

• All, most, A lot, some, few, no, and none are “quantifiers” 

• They are used before nouns to say how much or how many of   

something we are talking about. 

 

 



• General Statement 

{Determiner + noun} 

All, most, A lot of, some, a few, no + plural noun 

All people like nature. 

Most Canadians speak English. 

A lot of people don’t like math. 

A few people get scholarships. 

No students like exams. 

 

Note: No can also be followed by a singular noun 

No student like exams 

Determiners 



• Specific Statement 

{Determiner + of + determiner + noun} 

All (of), most of, A lot of, some of, a few of, none of + of + 

other determiner + plural noun 

None of my friends go to the library after school. 

Most of the people that I know stay up late. 

A lot of  the students in my class don’t like math. 

A few of the students in my school get full marks. 

 

Note: All can be used  with or without of before determiner +noun 

All of my friends hate waking up early. 

All my friends hate waking up early. 

 

Determiners 

Other determiners 

the 
my 
you 
this 
that 
us 

them 



most a lot of some A few none 

All of 
Some of 

None of 
Most of A few 

A few of Most 



Building Vocabulary 



Vocabulary Exercise 

Physical education 

mathematics 
science 

Computing 


