Unit: 3 Mona ©
A perfect job

(Al Janl)
My job was to help granny. Every Saturday morning, usually about ten
o'clock, | rode my bicycle the mile to her house. | knocked to her door
and waited. She opened the door, and | went in. First | had little
breakfast with her, usually sweet cinnamon rolls and milk. She always
asked about my mother and father and brothers and sisters. Then the
work started. | went to the basement and got out the broom, the mop,
the bucket, and clean rags. Granny had a big closet full of cleaning
supplies. My job was to clean her big house. It would usually take me
two or three hours. | could hear granny going out and about. She was

always a busy woman.
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Granny liked it when | started upstairs. So | always started with the three
bedrooms. With her big powerful vacuum cleaner, | swept the big rugs.
Next, | used a string mop with a nice-smelling oil on it to clean the wood
floors. With a damp rag and some mild soap, | wiped the window sills. |

changed the sheets on her bed too.
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She slept in a small room, and it was easy to clean that room. | used the
mop to get dust from under her bed. Sometimes | found socks and
slippers under there too. Another job upstairs was to clean the
bathroom. | used a cleaning powder on the bathtub and wash basin and
a brush on the toilet. | washed the linoleum floor with pine-scented
water.
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That made the bathroom smell clean and fresh. | had to empty the
wastebaskets and carry the trash outside. | also had to take the
bathroom rug downstairs to be washed in the big old washing machine. |
put a fresh one from the closet on the clean floor.
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On the main floor of the house, there were two rooms. The kitchen was
large and airy. There were big windows, and granny kept it very clean.
However, my job was to wipe the surface or everything- the stove, the
cupboards, the table, and the chairs. She wanted her kitchen to sparkle. |
had to use clean cloths and change the water many times. Granny
loved a clean kitchen. There was a pantry off the kitchen.
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It was filled lots of cans of food and bags of vegetables, like potatoes.
Granny put a lot of stuff into that pantry. | had to clean it every week. |
didn't like that pantry very much.
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The living room and dining room were one big room with an arch
between them. | vacuumed the rugs every week. | took the soft dust
cloth and wiped the week's accumulation of dust from the piano, the
china closet, the bookcases, and the little tables. Sometimes | even
shook out the beautiful Persian shawl on the piano.
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The last job was to sweep the porches. There was one on the front of
the house and one on the back. | really didn't like those porches because
sometimes | would see spiders, and | was afraid of spiders. Sometimes |
skipped the porches. | would fluff up the cushions and sweep just the

doorways.
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Every week, when | had finished, granny would give me something from
her little blue money purse. First we would walk through her house, and
she would note the things | had done well. | remember that one day she

noticed the clean mirrors. | had polished them that day.
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Another day she noticed that | had really swept the porches. Some days

she would say, "not bad" And she would give me a dollar. Onceina

while, she would say, "good enough" and she would give me two dollars.

One day, she gave me four dollars.
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It was the day | washed the windows with ammonia water and
newspapers. She said, "today you did a pretty good job." | was suddenly
interested. | asked, "granny, what is a perfect job worth?" “A perfect
job?" she asked “A perfect job is worth ten dollars.” And she went to her
big old refrigerator for the chocolate milk. She knew that | loved
chocolate milk. There was always a glass of chocolate milk for me at the
end of my work on Saturday.
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The next Saturday | got up at seven in the morning. | was at granny's
house before eight o'clock. | took furniture polish, floor oil, and
ammonia upstairs with me. And | began to work fast. | washed the
windows and the mirrors. | opened a window and shook out the small
rugs. | vacuumed and polished. | dusted and wiped. | washed the floor in
the bathroom twice. Then | put some polish on it, and it shone.
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After | emptied the trash, | even washed out the wastebaskets. | could
hear granny, coming in and going out, downstairs. In the kitchen |
scrubbed the floor. | cleaned the stove, inside and out. Granny had gone
to the store, so | took the silverware out of the drawers and washed out
the drawers. | took everything out of the pantry. | scrubbed the shelves
and washed that floor really well. When the shelves were dry, |
straightened the cans on the shelves too. | arranged the pots and pans,
and | scrubbed the kitchen sink. | even scrubbed the area under the
kitchen sink.
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next | attacked the living room with great energy. | took cushions from
the sofa outside to beat them. Clouds of dust rose from them. | used an
attachment on the vacuum cleaner to get them really clean. | polished
the piano with furniture polish. Then | did the same for the dining table
and the chairs. | even polished the legs of the table. | straightened
the books on the shelves of the bookcases. Then | made the porches
shine, and | washed the windows there too. It was past five o'clock when
| finished. The house smelled clean, and it looked clean too.
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| found granny outside. She was looking at her flowers."I'm finished,
granny," | said. | really needed the chocolate milk. She stopped in the
kitchen, opened the refrigerator, and took out the milk. She put a plate
of my favorite cookies on the table too."Let's walk through the house
first," she said with a smile.
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| knew that she was pleased. She smiled when she looked into the
bathroom."It shines," she said. She noted that | had dusted everything in
the bedroom, even the bottles on the bureau. She commented on the
bathroom floor and the floor of the porches. She stopped to play a few
notes on the piano. She looked under the dining room table. She could
see how clean everything was."Child," she said, "today you have done a
perfect job."
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WORDS and IDIOMS
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o™ i 3 s an increase of someTnimg Ovel
an accumulation [moun}:

Lime
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airy (adjective): full of air; with good ventilation
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ammeonia (non-count noun): NH,; a bad-smelling cleaning
liquid that dissolves grease
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an arch (noun): a curved doorway, usually without a door
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an attachment (noun); an extra piece (here, a hose to
clean furniture that is attached or connecled to a vacuurn
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a bureau (noun): a large piece of furniture that is uset F

store clothing in drawers
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a china closet (noun): a large piece of furniture, usual
with fancy glass doors, in which dishes and glasses arg
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cinnamon (non-count noun): a spice used in making & el i) il e s(2nd) e anl) 48 30
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to comment on (verb): to give an opinion about

a cushion (noun): a hard pillow (Usually a sofa or cour

has cushions on it.)
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damp (adjective}: slightly wet

Y (Bl y( dda )l

a drawer [noun): a box handles thatis pulled out of 5
desk or bureau, for storing things
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dust (non-count noun): tiny particles in the air that colle¢
on the top of furniture
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[0 Tull up [verb): to cause to become large by adding air
to the inside of
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linoleum (non-count noun): a rubber or plastic floor
covering that can be colored or patterned, used for
kitchen floors

GOl o Llaall (e (7 922e e ansl) padie
Shdske 05S8 ) Ran Al Sl JY) Ak
el il )M Lgalaiiin) 45 e

a mop (noun): a cleaning tool on a stick, used to was!
ar remove dust from floors
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a pantry (noun): a small room for storage of kitchen
things and food
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perfect (adjective): not having any weak points or mistakes
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to play a few notes (idiom): to try to play a musical
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a porch (noun): a leng room, usually not heated in winter
on the front or back of a house (Some porches have
windows and screens; others are open.)
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pots and pans (plural nouns as an idiom): metal containers
in which foods are cooled

(@M& c\;ﬁm\ fatun )&\AA) J}.ﬁ
Laxkal) goadal G diaee iy gla

rags (plural noun): pieces of cloth used for cleaning
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to scrub (verb): to clean with a brush
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10 shake out (verbj: to hold onto one edge of (a cloth or
rug) and move it up and down to remove dust and dirt
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a shawl (noun): a triangle of cloth, used to keep one's
shoulders warm
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a sheet (noun): a large cotton piece of cloth put over a bed
to protect the mattress and the area under the blankets
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to shine (verb): to reflect light (past tense = shone)
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silverware (non-count noun); knives, forks, & speons
used for eating and serving food
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to sparkle (verb): to shine because of being clean
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a spider (noun): an eight-legged insect that makes wel
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to straighten (verb): to put into order
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to sweep (verb): to clean dirt from a tHloor with abroom
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trash (non-count noun): garbage; things to throw away = sl AL 250 e anl )il
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to vacuum (verb): to clean with an electric machine tk
sucks in air and dust
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a wash basin (noun): a bathroom sink with a faucet ar
a drain for water to escape
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a window sill (noun): a piece of wood at the bottom of
a window frame
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to wipe (verh): to use a cloth to clean the surface of
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