Lecture # 12
Types of Sentences :  
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The Complex Sentence   الجملة المعقدة 
What is a clause?
A clause is a group of words that contains a subject and a verb. (= simple sentence ) 
There are two kinds of clauses in English : 
 Independent clauses: جملة مستقلة.1
It rained . 
 ( Dependent clauses(also called a fragment: جملة تابعة.2
...because it rained
An independent clause has one subject –verb pair and expresses a complete thought. (It is just another name for a simple sentence ) 
Examples : 
It rained. *
I wasn’t hungry . *
Ahmad played football with his friends.* 
Leila watched a movie on TV. *
 A dependent clause is an independent clause with a subordinating conjunction
       أدوات تكوين الجمل المعقدة , such as because, after, and when
…because it rained
I wasn’t hungry because… 
Ahmad played football with his friends after… 
Before Leila watched a movie on TV…
A dependent clause does NOT express a complete thought, so it is NOT a sentence by itself. 
It is only a fragment. It MUST be joined to an independent clause. The result is a complex sentence. 
We didn’t go the park because it rained.
I wasn’t hungry because I had a big breakfast.
Ahmad played football with his friends after he did his homework. 
Before Leila watched a movie on TV, she helped her mother in the kitchen. 
These four sentences are called complex sentences. 
A complex sentence has one independent clause and one (or more) dependent clauses.
We didn’t go the park because it rained.
I wasn’t hungry because I had a big breakfast.
Ahmad played football with his friends after he did his homework. 
Leila helped her mother in the kitchen before she watched a movie on TV. 
We can change the order of clauses in a complex sentence. 
Because it rained, we didn’t go the park. 
Because I had a big breakfast, I wasn’t hungry. 
After Ahmad did his homework, he played football with his friends. 
Before Leila watched a movie on TV, she helped her mother in the kitchen. 
If the dependent clause comes first, use comma ( ,). 
The Complex Sentence: Subordinating Conjunctions.
The following are subordinating conjunctions that we use to make complex sentences, 
After I will go to bed after I finish my homework. 
Before I will finish my homework before I go to bed.
As soon as I will go to bed as soon as I finish my homework. 
Since I have been doing my homework since I came from school. 
Until I can’t go to bed until I finish my homework. 
When I will go to bed when I finish my homework. 
While I had a sandwich while I was doing my homework. 
Although = Although he finished his homework, he couldn’t go to bed. 
if = If you finish your homework, you can go to bed. 
Unless = You cannot go to bed unless you finish your homework. 
Because = You can go to bed because you finished your homework. 
Coordination = Subordination
Study the following examples: 
Francisco gets a shopping cart. Then Mrs. Garcia reads the shopping list.
1 (Two simple sentences) 
Francisco gets a shopping cart, and then Mrs. Garcia reads the shopping list.
2 (Compound sentence) 
Francisco gets a shopping cart before Mrs. Garcia reads the shopping list.
3 (Complex sentence) 
Sentences 1 and 2 and 3 have the same meaning. 1 = 2 = 3 
Another example:
It started to rain. Ahmad put on his raincoat. 
It started to rain, so Ahmad put on his raincoat. 
Because it started to rain, Ahmad put on his raincoat.  
Sentences 1 and 2 and 3 have the same meaning. 1 = 2 = 3 
The Complex Sentence: Subordinating Conjunctions
Which is the best way to rewrite the following sentence? “Cut the tomato and the onion". After that, put them in the bowl
A. Cut the tomato and onion before you put them in the bowl.
B. Cut the tomato and onion after you put them in the bowl.
C. Put the tomato and the onion in the bowl before you cut them.
Which is the best way to rewrite the following sentence? 
They don’t buy junk food because they like healthy food. 
A. They don’t buy junk food, so they like healthy food.
B. They don’t buy junk food, but they like healthy food.
C. They like healthy food, so they don’t buy junk food.
D. They like healthy food, but they don’t buy junk food.

Choose the best subordinating conjunction:
Jamal hated school ______ he always got good grades: 
A. until
B. because
C. although
D. if 
Choose the best subordinating conjunction: 
Leila cleaned her room ______ her mother got home from work: 
A. if
B. before
C. until 
Indicate whether each sentence is simple, compound, or complex.
Sara began planning her summer vacation in December.    simple 
Because I left the play early, I missed the surprise ending.    complex
Tanya was invited to a party, so she wants to buy a new outfit.    compound 
After Alison finished playing the video game, she shut down the computer.    complex
The meaning of this poem is difficult to understand.     simple
Joe and his brother went fishing last weekend, and they caught lots of fish.   compound
