

Reading passage 8
TWELVE-YEAR-OLD SPELLING CHAMP


1               It was the end of the second day of competition at the Scripps Howard national Spelling Bee. All the other spellers had been eliminated . Jody-Anne Maxwell ,age twelve, was the last one left. But the championship was not hers yet . she still  had to spell one more word . The spelling bee official read the word , and then the definition : "An artist who uses the treatment of light and shade in a painting or drawing to produce the illusion of depth".
2                  Jody-Anne repeated the word and spelled , "c-h-i-a-r-o-s-c-u-r-i-s-t."  No dreaded bell for misspelled words rang after she was done . she had won ! And it was the first time  she had ever entered the contest.
3        And that's not the only first- Jody-Anne , an eighth-grader from Kingston, Jamaica , is also the first speller from her country and the first speller from out side the U.S. to win the contest . she competed against 248 spellers ,aged nine to fifteen , from the U.S., Mexico, the U.S. virgin Islands, the Bahamas, American Samoa, Guam , and Europe .
4         Jody-Anne began preparing for her big day in late 1996.she and her spelling coach ,[…] Glen O.J. Archer , studied using an entire dictionary, the root words , and their original meanings . the long hours of studying paid off. She won the spelling bee in her school [district] (similar to a country spelling bee). About  3,000 to 4,000 kids competed in the Jamaican national spelling bee in August 1997. And  Jody-Ann won !
5       After a two-month break, coach Archer started drilling her and the other two girls who also went to the 71st Scripps Howard bee in Washington, D.C. they had to meet together every two to three weeks in special workshops because they lived far apart. Haydee (pronounced Heidi)  Lindo  ,11, traveled from Montego Bay , and Bettina Mclean ,11, came from Ocho Rios .For  eight months they studied Webster's Third New International Dictionary and the Official word list for the spelling bee. 
6         Then came the big trip in May to the bee in D.C. not only did Jody-Anne  win the bee, but Bettina came in sixth place and won $7750. Two of the ten spellers came from Jamaica !For her spelling  perfection , Jody-Anne won $10,000 in cash,  a beautiful trophy , a spelling bee watch, a set of encyclopedias ,and a trip for two from U.S Airways to any destination in the U.S.
7          when interviewed afterwards Jody-Anne said that there were several words in the bee that she did not know how to spell, but that "God gave me the words that I knew." Her advice to other spellers ? "trust God , work hard , and never lose sight of your goal." Coach Archer agrees, "we believe that inspiration plus perspiration is a marvelous formula," he says.
8         One of her four sisters, Janice , was also an inspiration .She was the 1990 All-Island  Spelling champ of Jamaica ."she was the one who encouraged me to enter and helped me , too" says Jody-Anne . Her favorite part about the spelling bee was "the sitting down part" she says. "Because at the national finals in Jamaica , we had to stand for 7 hours ."she also liked the fun , relaxed atmosphere at the spelling bee. 
9         when  Jody-Anne came home , she got a royal welcome .the government of Jamaica congratulated her via a billboard mounted on the grounds of the prime minister's home . It also promised to  pay for the rest of her schooling At Ardenne High school in Kingston. The University of Jamaica gave her a full college scholarship to study anything she likes. Other universities in the U.S. have talked about giving her a scholarship to study corporate law in graduate school, too . she has been thinking about becoming a lawyer for a couple of years now, she says , and her aunt is also a corporate lawyer . the Caribbean Hotel Association and another group were so proud of her , said coach Archer , that they gave her a combined  award of $11,000.
10          Jody-Anne did get one other benefit from being a spelling champion. Because she was busy after the spelling bee, her school excused the straight -A student from her final exams . It doesn't  get much better than that!.











Reading passage 10
PRIVATE DETECTIVES AND INVESTIGATORS
1      Private detectives and investigators help attorneys , businesses ,and the Public with a variety of problems . Their services include protecting businesses from theft and vandalism . They may also gather evidence for trials and conduct background investigations. While detectives concentrate on providing protection and investigators specialize in gathering information , many do some of each .

2         Most detectives and investigators are trained to perform physical surveillance, often for long periods of time , in a car or van . They may observe a site , such as the home of a subject, from a hidden location . The surveillance continues using cameras, binoculars, and a car phone, until the desired evidence is obtained . They also search on –line computer databases containing probate records , motor –vehicle registrations, credit reports, and other information.
3         Private detectives and investigators obtain information by interviewing witnesses and assembling evidence and reports for litigation or criminal  trials. They get cases from clients or are assigned to cases by the manager or firm they work for. Many spend considerable time conducting surveillance, seeking to observe inconsistencies in a subject's behavior. For example, a person who has recently filed a worker's compensation claim stating that an injury has made  walking difficult should not be able to jog or mow the lawn . If such behavior is observed , the investigator takes video or photographs to document the activity and reports back to the supervisor or client.
4       some investigations involve verification of facts , such as an individual's place  of employment or income. This might involve a phone call or a visit to the workplace  in other investigations, especially in missing persons cases and background checks , the investigator interviews people to gather as much information as possible  about an individual.
5           Private detectives and investigators who work for retail stores or malls are responsible for theft control. Store detectives protect store merchandise by apprehending anyone attempting to steal merchandise or destroy store property. They detect theft by shoplifters, delivery personnel , and even store employees . store detectives sometimes conduct  inspections of stock areas, dressing rooms, and rest rooms . They may also assist in the opening and closing of the store.
                                                                                               Working conditions  
6         Private detectives and investigators often work irregular hours because of the need to conduct surveillance and contact people who may not be available during normal working hours .Early morning, evening ,weekend , and holiday work is common.
7           Many  detectives and investigators spend much time away from their offices conducting interviews or doing surveillance, but some work  in their office most of the day conducting computer searches and making phone calls . Some split their time between office and field . Those who have their own agencies  and employ other investigators may work primarily in an office and have normal business hours.
8          When working a case away from the office , the environment might range from plush boardrooms to seedy bars . store and hotel detectives work mostly in the businesses they protect .Investigators  generally work alone , but sometimes  work with others during surveillance or when following a subject.
9      Much of the work detectives and  investigators do can be confrontational  because the person being observed or interviewed may not  want to be . As a result, the job can be stressful and sometimes dangerous. Some detectives and investigators carry handguns. In most cases, a weapon is not necessary because the purpose of their work is the gathering of information and not the apprehension of criminals.
10     There are no formal education requirements for private detective and investigator jobs, although most employers prefer high school graduates ; many private detectives have collage degrees. Almost all private detectives and investigators have previous experience in other occupations. Some work at first for insurance companies . Many investigators enter the field after serving in military or law enforcement jobs.
11       Retired law enforcement officers, military investigators , and government agents frequently become private detectives and investigators as a second career. Others enter from such fields as finance , accounting , investigative reporting, insurance, and law. These individuals often  can apply their prior work experience in a related investigation specialty. A few can enter the occupation directly after graduation from college, generally with majors in such fields as criminal justice or police science.
12         For private detective and investigator jobs, most employers look for individuals who are curious, aggressive  and assertive . A candidate must not be afraid of confrontations , should communicate well , and should be able to think quickly. 
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