Reading.:!;
B. Read the passage about the favorite celebration. : laii JusYi s V) wbil {5

Let's Celebrate! ity

Today is Francisco’s favorite celebration. It's December 3. It's Francisco’s birthday. He is 16
years old today. Francisco’s family never forgets his birthday. They always have a birthday party at
their apartment. Francisco’s friends and family usually come to the party. They play games and eat
birthday cake. Francisco usually gets a lot of nice presents, too. He likes his birthday because it's

fun.

Maria’s favorite holiday is New Year’s Eve. New Year’s Eve is on December 31. It is the last
night before the new year. Maria usually celebrates New Year’s Eve at home. Maria’s family often
celebrates New Year's Eve with her. On New Year’s Eve, Maria yells “ Happy New Year!” at
midnight. Maria thinks New Year’s Eve is exciting

Mr. and Mrs. Garcia like Cinco de Mayo. Mr. Garcia is Mexican. He's from Puebla, Mexico.
Cinco de Mayo is a traditional holiday in Puebla, but it's very popular in the U.S. as well. Cinco de
Mayo is on May 5. The Garcia family often goes to the Cinco de Mayo parade in Los Angeles. At

the parade, people sometimes wear special green, red, and white clothes. Mr. and Mrs. Garcia like
Cinco de Mayo because it's enjoyable.
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Reading -3
B. Read Francisco’s description of Oak Street Park. Ll iz g,la) St Cioy ol
A Day in Oak Street Park L.l abu> g)ls G o
Francisco Garcia b s Sl )

There are many interesting places in my neighborhood. One place is Oak
Street Park. | am at Oak Street Park right now. It’s my favorite place. It’s 1:00 on
Saturday afternoon. | am sitting on a bench and writing in my journal. Today is a

beautiful day. It’s really sunny and hot. The sky is clear and bright. The air smells
fresh and sweet.

The park is very crowded. Some people are young, and some people are old.
Some people are tall, and some are short. Some people have long, straight hair.
Some people have short, curly hair. One old man has no hair! He is sitting in front
of the park gate. A tall woman is standing beside him. She has blonde hair and blue
eyes. They are talking and laughing loudly. (cont.)
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Writing 103 Lesson 8

Writing Strategies
Writing a good paragraph s ws as
An indentation is an empty space at the beginning of a line to signal the beginning of a
paragraph. The first line of a paragraph is always indented. aka &y Ji sl ol ain 3 1)U il s 2sU sl
The topic sentence of a paragraph is usually at the beginning. il 4ih 3 K Lssle dadi paog
Paragraphs usually have tree or more sentences. All the sentences in a good paragraph connect to
the topic sentence. If a sentence does not connect to the topic sentence it is an irrelevant
sentence. .aakdll 3 i Sh has bl IS bt e 81 50 835 aladll 045 L sale
Jeoy Oy Ay 0S5 13| daladll gaoys dlazs oS ekt 131 alad Eaose
Exercise: This paragraph is incorrect. Rewrite it correctly. Put the topic sentence at the beginning. Delete
one sentence that does not connect to the topic sentence.
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There are many nice, big classrooms. It is clean and bright. | study English in the park. | like my
school a lot. It’s a good place to study. The teachers are very friendly and helpful.
Correction:

| like my school a lot. It is clean and bright. There are many nice, big classrooms. The teachers are
very friendly and helpful. It’s a good place to study.
| study English in the park. irrelevant sentence (ke oy k)
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o ke Y Sl Lks T3B. Read Francisco’s letter to his cousin, Pedro.

March 7, 2008
Dear Pedro,

My computer isn’t working, so I’'m writing you a letter. How are you? I’'m fine.

Everything here in L.A. is great. | am very happy. School is going well. | have a lot of classes
this year. | play sports in my free time, too. I'm really busy.

Last weekend was fun. On Saturday, | had a basketball game at 7:00 in the morning. |
was very sleepy. Maria didn’t play because she was sick. After the game, | shopped for
groceries with my mom and dad. We finally had lunch at noon. | was really hungry. After
that, | was a little bored, but my friend Rick called me. We walked to the mall. We shopped
until about 6:00 in the evening. On Saturday night, | played games and watched TV with my
family. We had fun. On Sunday, we weren’t busy. We stayed home because we didn’t have
any plans. In the morning, | cleaned my room for about an hour. Then, Maria and | studied
from about 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. after that, | worked out and Maria practiced the guitar. On
Sunday evening, | relaxed because | was tired.

How about you? Did you have a good weekend? What did you do? Tell Aunt Marina
and Uncle Umberto hello for me. Write soon!

Your cousin
Francisco
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