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MR. THORPE FACES COURT TODAY

By Stewart Tendler
and Michael Hornsell

Mr Jeremy Thorpe, MP for Devon, North, and former leader of

the Liberal Party. is due to appear before Minehead magistrates
today with three other men fo face committal proceedings on
charges of conspiracy to murder Mr. Norman Scott.
Mr Thorpe, aged 49, a Privy Councilior since 1967 and MP since
1959, is charged with Mr David Holmes, aged 48, a financier, of
Eaton Place, London; Mr John Ler Mesurier, aged 45, a business-
man, of Avalon, St Bride’s Major, Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan, and
Mr George Deakin, aged 35, a businessman, of Dinas Bagian Road,
Port Talbot, West Glamorgan.

Fach of the four was charged on August 4 with conspiracy with
others in Devon and eclsewhere between October 1, 1968, and
November 1, 1977, to murder Mr Scott. Mr Thorpe was also
charged with inciting Mr Holmes to murder Mr Scott between
January and March, 1969.

The hearing is expected to fast at least two weeks, Twelve
witnesses are likely to be called; they include Mr Peter Bessel,
Liberal MP for Bodmin from 1964 to 1970.

Mr Bessel, who lives in California, arrived in Britain last Tuesday
and counsel for Mr Thorpe unsuccessfully chalenged his immunity
from prosecution in the High Court on Thursday.

Other witnesses are understood to include Mr Norman Scott, Mr
Andrew MNewton, a former airline pilot, and Mr Jack Hayward, a
wealthy businessman, who will fly to Britain from the Bahamas for
the hearing.

Reporting restrictions are not éxpected to be lifted but more than
30 journalists have been allocated seats in the court, which is on the
outskirts of the seaside resort.

Mr Thorpe will be represented by Sir David Napley, his solicitor;
Mz John Mathew, QC. will represent Mr Holmes; Mr John Scanneli
will represent Mr Le Mesurier; and Mr Gareth Williams will
represent Mr Deakin.
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If uny of the accused is committed for itrml the case 1 not ikely ¢
be heard until next spring. No decrsion has been taken on a posible

venue.

DEFENDANTS IN SECRETS ACT CASE
GO FREE BUT ARE ORDERED
TO PAY COSTS BILL

By Craig Seton
Crispin Aubrey. the third defendant in the Official Secrets Act

trial at the Central Criminal Court, was convicted yesterday after
the jury had been absent for a total of 68 houss. He was
unanimously found guiity of abetting Duncan Campbell, who had
already been convicted of receiving information from John Berry, 3
former Army corporal.

Mr Berry, aged 34, who was communicating information to found
guilty on Tuesday of Mr Campbell, was sentenced by Mr Justice
Mars-Jones to six months’ imprisonment, suspended for two years,
and ordered to pay £ 250 defence costs.

Mr Campbelil, aged 26, 2 journalist with the New Statesman, was
conditionally discharged for three years and ordered to pay 2,200
towards the prosecution costs and £ 2,500 towards his own,

Mr Aubrey, aged 32, a reporter with the magazine Time Owt, was
also conditionally discharged for three years and ordered to pay
£ 2,500 towards the prosecution costs and a third of his own, He was
the only one of the three not legally aided.

The court was told that prosecution costs for the case, including
committal bearings and the two trials, amounted to £ 50,000
Defence costs are estimated at more than £ 1060,000.

The convictions were all under section 2 of the Official Secrets
Act, 1911. They came in the seventh week of the second trial.

Sentencing Mr Berry, a former corporal in the Intelligence Corps,
the judge said: “We will not tolerate defectors or whistle-blowers
from our intelligence services who scek the assistance of the press or
other media to publicize secrets. whatever the motive.

Anybody convicted in that way must be punished by imprison-
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ment. “Bat in the special circumstances of our case, bearing in mind
you have already suffered as a result of incarceration in custody, |
have decided it will be proper to suspend the sentence for a period
of two yesrs'.

He said the information about British signals intelligence passed
on by Mr Berry to the two journalists was “stale and of a
comparatively low level of intelligence™, but he still thought its
disclosure might have been useful to an encmy, sctual or potential,
external or interoal. He added: 1 do not think you realized that.
‘The fact is, you were not in a position to judge whether that was so
or not”.

Describing Mr Berry as a “worthwhile fellow with a strong sense
of obligation to the community in which you live™, the judge said Mr
Berry knew full well he was breaking the law, and the solemn
undertaking he had given could not be brushed aside.

Lord Hutchinson of Lullington, QC, for the defence of Mr
Campbell, said before the sentencing that the Franks committee had
condemned section 2 to death and the Government’s White Paper
did the same, but it was still alive.

He added: “Perhaps today will be remembered as positiviely the
last appearance ofi the public stage of this raddied, discredited
prima donna, section 2, and no governmental impresario will ever
again call upon her seductive services”.

Six of the nine charges originaily brought against the three
defendants were dropped from the indictment. including five under
section 1 of the Act.

Secrets case background, page 3
Leading articie, page 13

WALL POSTER ATTACKS
MAQ FOR THE FIRST TIME

From Geprges Biannic Peking, Nov 19

Wall posters puat up in the centre of Peking today attacked Mao
Tse-tung and associated the late Chairman with the purged “gang of
four”.
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He was accused of having sappurtcd the group in getting rid of Mr
Teng Hsiao-ping, the Deputy Primc Minister. The allegation
appeared on small-character posters written by workers at a garage
on the Wang Fu Jing shopping streel.

The eight-page poster welcomed the latest developments con-
cerning the demonstrations, now described as “revolutionary™ in
Tien An Men Square on April 3, 1976, which led to the second
dismissal of Mr Teng two days later.

One passage of the poster was underlined, apparently by readers:
“Because Chairman Mao's thought was metaphysical in the fast
years of his life and for ali sorts of other reasons, he supported the
four im getting rid of Teng Hsiao-ping. ™

The poster went on: “After Tien An Men, the four made use of
Chairman Mao's errors of judgment concerning the class struggle
and capitalized in the situation to launch a general offensive against
the cause of revolution in China.

“They used Chairman Mao’s hands to cut down Teng Hsiao-ping,
the representative of the Chinese proletariat”, the poster stated
claiming that “the proof lay in the Chinese Cominunist Party
Central Committee’s polithuro resolution proposed by Chairman
Mao” on April 7. 1976.

This was the first time that Mao has been attacked dircetly on
posters in Peking.

The April, 1976, Ticn An Men Square Tots. which were at the
timne branded as “counter-revotutionary™ have in the past few days
heen called “revolutionary™ by the Poking municipal {:mmcii.‘

Two days after the nots a resolution relerred to by today™s poster
was unanimously adopted by the Politburo on the “proposal”™ of
Chairman Mao, stripping Mr Teng of all his posts. - Agence
France-Presse.
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By George Fallows and Jill Evans

Banned Ku Kiux Klan boss David Duke slipped secretly into Britain
yesterday. His mission: To organise the activities of his race-hate
group here.

Only two weeks ago Home secretary Merlyn rees said Klan
leaders would be detained if they tricd 1o enter the country.
Duke Grand Wizard of the Knights of the Ko Klux Klan,

Paily Mirror - Marck I8, 1978 o
The Times - March 3, 1978 (&3]
The Times - March 18, 1978
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announced s presence with a phone call 10 8 Dy Mirnos
Feporict.

Last might the Home Office was toving o hind out how he
managed o sheak .

Pruke. 27, who heads a breakaway seet of the notirous American
racist organisation. ssid he was ostfing from a2 South London
callbux.

He identified himself by referring to matters known only to the
Mirror and himself ’

Duke made a transfercharge call to reporter Jill Gvans ia Los
Angeles.

He said: “As | told you last week. ! have come to Brituin and am
meeting with lots of people™.

CLAIMED

He added that he would visit Klan groups in Londen. Birming-
ham. Coventry and Brighton.

And he claimed he was working with members of the Nationul
Front — although the Front have said members working with him
would be expelied.

Duke said he felt entitled to come here because he had distant
British cousins.

He claimed the Kilan had a strong underground membership in
Britain.

The Klan aims to stop non-white immigration to Britain, repatriate
non-whites living here and encourage healthy whites 1o mcrease
their families.

“The growth has been phenomenal in the last two or three years -
1 think that’s because of the race issues here™, said Duke.

Give up the Front — See page Five.
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ANOTHER KLAN
WIZARD BEATS MERLYN’S BAN

By Michael Fielder
Ku Klux Kian chief bill Witkinson has secretly enfered Britain — anly
weeks after Home Secrefary Merlyn Rees banned him.

He is thought to have stipped through the security net at about the
time police caught up with another banmed Klan leader, David
Duke — who was served with a deportation order in London on
Monday.

Witkinson, aged 34, 1s Impenial Grand Wizard of the world’s most
sinister race hate organisation. Last night he was thought to be
hiding with friends in the London area.

HIS TARGET: To set up a Klan branch to preach white
supremacy in Britain,

CONTACTS

Scotiand Yard detectives are searching for him among his Right
Wing contracts.
Self-confessed Klan contuact médn in Britain, Peter English, said;

VEY



“Yes Bill Wilkinson is here. I can’t tell you any more - I am under
instructions from London.™ Mr English. a 43.ycar-old engincer,
lives on the isle of Man, N

He added: "Tean’™ talk too much, 1 believe Scotiand Yard maty be
tapping my phone.”

The Home secretary anpounced last month that Wilkineon would
not be atlowed in.

BOASTED

But Witkinson boasted he would still go ahcad with & plan to
smuggle himsclf in - and lannch a big recruiting drive.

THE YARD said Jast night: “We are making inguiries into reporis
that he s over here”,

IN LLOUISIANA, Wilkinson's wife, Barbara, said at his Denham
Springs office: “He telephoned me last Monday to say he had made
it.

“Later he had a mceting with Klan people in Lonkdon. He has
members in every English country™.

DAVID DUKE, 27-year-old Klan Imperial Wizard, has lodged an
appeal against the expulsion order served on him in a London pub
after he had dodged detectives for a week,
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CHRISTINA ONASSIS AND HER
~ RUSSIAN FIANCE
THE MAN THAT PLL MARRY'

From Denis Blewett in Moscow
Christina Onassis last night introduced me — and the world — to the
Russian she will marry on Tuesday.

In her clegant 12th floor hotel suite overlooking Red Square, she
talked for the first time about the romance which has astonished
both the Communist and capitalist worlds.

With her fiance, 37-year-oid Sergei Kauzov, beside her, Christina
revealed that she will live in Moscow and plans to start a family
straight away.

But the headquarters of the multi-million pound Onassis business
empire will not be moving to the Soviet Union.
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PERSONAL

Christina, 27-year-old davghter of Greck tycoon Aristotle Onas-
sis and stepdaughter of Jackic Kennedy-Onassis, said:

1 first met Sergei here in Muoscow in October 1976, It was 3
business mecting. I came here to try 1o fix some of our ships with
Sovfracht [the Soviet shipping agency] on time charter. and we
succeeded.

f was deeling with him. He was then the head of Sovfracht in Parig
and came to Moscow for the discussions.

I went back to Paris, to my house on the Avenue Foch, and our
friendship grew. 1 dida’t tell my friends because 1 don't talk about

my personal life.
What attracted me to him? { won't go inte that, but 1 am here

wihirh gneaale far Honlf

THE FOURTH DEGREE
PRINCE .CHARLES shows that he can boogie with the resi of them.
The Prince, attending a charitynight a1 Eastbourne, was invited to

ViV



join in a boogie by the all-girl American group, the Three Degrees.
And once on the stage n front of an audience of neerly 1,000, it
tock only a few seconds for Charies to fal} into a dance routine.

Daring his five-minute cabaret appearance, the girls invited him
to sing along with them.

RECEPTION

Charles said: “Whoever heard of the Four Degrees?”
‘The night was n aid of the Prince’s Trust, set up six years ago io
raise money for youth projects.

it was held at the King’s Country Club, and is thought to have
raised £ 25,006 for the trust.

Before arriving at the clab, Prince Charles attended a reception at
Giyneley Manor, near Eastboume to inaugurate the trust’s Sussex
Committee.

Picture by Doug McKenzie
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CHAPLIN BODY STOLEN

By Mirror Reporter
THE BODY of comedian Charlie Chaplin has been stolen by grave
robhers.

The remains of the world’s most famous clown — together with the
coffin ~ were taken from his grave near take Geneva.

The body snatchers struck during Wednesday night.

Gravedigger Etienne Buenzod discovered the empty grave
yesterday when he arrived for work in the tiny cemetry in the village
of Corsier-sur-vevey.

He said: ©I spotted piles of earth near the grave. I couldn’t
believe my eyes when 1 saw it was empty.

“It must have taken the thieves several hours to dig out the
earth.”

MACABRE

“The gang had not made contact with Chaplin’s fumily last night,

The Times March 3, 1978 M
VAVA & sl ¥ Y (D)
VAVA G obe 0 g aYl (T)

VE4



but pohee believe a ransom demand will be made for the body.”

Chapimn was 88 when he died al his home in the vill ‘
Christmas Da'y last year. He was busied two days fater.

Police admitted they had no ides who was responsible for the
macabre theft.

“he gang ar¢ believed to have left one clue-tyre tracks of the
lorry which carried away the coffin,

Chaplin was knighted by the Queen when he visited Loadon in a
wheelchair in 1975,

He askefi to be buried in a simple grave in the village where he
and his wife, Oona, had lived for twenty-five years.

Not even a headstone had been put on the grave.

The gang left behind a small wooden cross inscribed *“Charlie
Chaplin.”

By fast night the empty grave had been refilled with fresh flowers
on top of the earth.

A spokesman for Lady Chaplin said: “She is shocked. We cap
only wonder why this should happen to a man who gave so much to
the world.”
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