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. A reversal of this notion is possible for purposes of parody, as in the letters of

Usbek and Rica in Montesquieu’s Lettres persanes (Paris, 1721), where two
travellers from the East write home their observations of Europe.

. Nicholas Ziadeh, Al-Jughrafiva wal Rahalat ’ind al’Arab (Beirut, 1962)

pp- 10-15.

. Regis Blachére and Henri Darmann, Extraits des Principaux Géographes Arabes

du Moyen Age (Paris, 1957) p. 11.

. G. R. Tibbetts, A Study of the Arabic Texts containing Material on South-East Asia

(London, 1979) p. 2.

. Ibid., p. viii.
. Blachére and Darmann, Géographes Arabes, p. 95.

The Book of the Marvels of India, translated by Peter Quennel (London, 1928)
p. 164.

. Ibid., p. 165.
. Tibbetts, South- East Asia, p. 176.
. Antonio Pigafetta, Magellan’s Voyage (A Narrative Account of the First

Navigation), translated and edited by R. A. Skelton (London, 1969) p. 85.

. W. Arens, The Man-Eating Myth: Anthropology and Anthropophagy (New York,

1979) p. 49.

. Louise K. Barnett, The Ignoble Savage: American Literary Racism, 1790-1890

(Connecticut, 1975) p. 5.
Theodore Roosevelt, The Winning of the West (New York, 1896) p. 90.

14. James Fennimore Cooper, The Last of the Mohicans (London, 1826; 3 vols) vol.

15.
16.

17.

18.

19.
20.

21.

1, pp. 134-5.

Arens, The Max-Eating Myth, p. 95.

Women and Colonization: Anthropological Perspectives, Mona Etienne and
Eleanor Leacock (eds) (New York, 1980) p. 175.

For a full study of this subject, see Allen MacFarlane, Witchcraft in Tudor and
Stuart England (London, 1970).

V. G. Kiernan, The Lords of Human Kind: European Attitudes towards the Outside
World in the Imperial Age (L.ondon, 1969) p. 6.

On 22 July, 1920, after the battle of Maysalun.

Charles Batten, Pleasurable Instruction: Form and Convention in Eighteenth-
Century Travel Literature (Berkeley, 1978) p. 15.

Hester Stanhope, Jane Digby, lsabel Burton, Lucie Duff Gordon, Emily
Eden, Amelia Edwards, Mary Kingsley, Gertrude Bell and Freya Stark
among them.
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31

. Brian V. Street, The Savage in Literature (London, 1975) p. 13.

. Norman Daniel, Islam, Europe and Empire (Edinburgh, 1966) p. 53.

. Alexander Kinglake, Eothen (London, 1898) p. 54.

. Kinglake, Eothen, p. 126.

. Ibid., p. 215.

. Richard F. Burton, Sindk and the Races that inhabit the Valley of the Indus

{London, 1851; 1973) p. 284.

. Kiernan, The Lords of Human Kind, p. 316.
. Edward W. Said, Ornientalism (London, 1978). I am indebted to Professor

Said’s definition of Orientalism as a method of cataloguing the Orient that
was inextricably linked to the imperialistic world-view.

Frangois-René de Chateaubriand, ltinéraire de Paris a _Jérusalem (Paris, 1811)
p- 128.

As quoted in James Ballantine, The Life of David Roberts, R.A., Compiled from
his_Journals and Other Sources (Edinburgh, 1866) pp. 104-5.
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. See F. M. Donner, The Early Islamic Conguests (Princeton, 1981).

2. J. B. Friedman, The Monstrous Races in Medieval Art and Thought (Cambridge,

s

Mass., 1981) p. 65.

. Ibid.; p. 67.
. Norman Daniel, Isiam and the West: The Making of an Image (Edinburgh, 1960)

p. 270.

. Ibid., p. 102.
. Ibid., p. 270.
. R. W. Southern, Western Views of Islam in the Middle Ages (Cambridge, Mass.,

1980) p. 30.

. Ibid., p. 31.
. For a study of this narrative, see S. Tongug, The Saracens in the Middle English

Charlemagne Romances (London, 1958), and B. White, Saracens and Crusaders:
From Fact to Allegory (London, 1969).

. In the same manner that pioneer romances of America used the Indian as an

occasion for white-man heroics; Barnett, The Ignoble Savage.

. Dorothee Metlitzki, The Matter of Araby in Medieval England (New Haven,

1977) p. 160.

. Ibid,, p. 161.
. Bevis of Hampton, MS 175 Caius College Library, Cambridge; L. A. Hibbard

(ed.) Sir Bevis of Hampton (London, 1911).

Metlitzki, The Matter of Araby, p. 168.

M. D. Taseer, India and the Near Fast in English Literature from the Earliest Times
to /924 (Cambridge PhD thesis 1936) p. 51.

The Sowdone of Babylone, edited anonymously (London, 1854).

Metlitzki, The Matter of Araby, p. 175.
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20.
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. H. Cordier (ed.) The Book of Ser Marco Polo etc. (London, 1920).
23.
24,

25.
26.

27.
28.

36.

37.

38.

39.
. Maurice Bouisson, Le Secret de Shehérezade: les sources folkloriques des contes
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42.
. Exactly how ambitious d’Herbelot’s erudition was can be gauged from the

The King of Tars, MS Bodley 3938. Published in J. Ritson (ed.) Ancient English
Metrical Romances (London, 1802).

. Floris and Blauncheflur, MS Gg. 4. 27 (II), Cambridge University Library,

edited by A. B. Taylor (Oxford, 1927).

See P. Meyer, Alexandre le Grand dans la Littérature du Moyen Age (Paris, 1886);
and G. Cary, The Medicval Alexander (Cambridge, 1956).
M. C. Seymour (ed.) The Travels of Sir Jokn Mandeville (Oxford, 1968).

H. Cordier (ed.) Les Voyages en Asie au XIVe Siécle du Bienheureux Frére Qdoric de
Pordenone (Paris, 1891).

See A. C. Wood, History of the Levant Company (London, 1964); and Sir
William Foster, England’s Quest for Eastern Trade (Londcn, 1933).
Shakespeare, Macbeth, 1, iii, 73-9.

Thomas Dallam, Diary (1599-1600) of a Vayage to Constantingple in J. T. Bent
(ed.) Early Voyages and Travels in the Levant (London, 1893) pp. 74-5.

Alain Grosrichard, Structure du serail (Paris, 1979) p. 155.

Sir George Courthope, Memoirs (1616-1685), ed.S. C. Lomas (London, 1907)
p 123.

. Norman Daniel, Islam, Europe and Empire (Edinburgh, 1966) p. 18.
. Charles Robson, Newes from Aleppo (London, 1628).
. See E. Jones, Othello’s Countrymen: The African in English Renaissance Drama

(London, 1965), and S. C. Chew, ‘Moslems on the London Stage’, The
Crescent and the Rose: Islam and England during the Renaissance (New York, 1937)
pp. 469-538.

. Antony and Clespatra, ii, 121-2.

. Ibid., 1, iii, 3942.

. Ibid., 1v, viii, 25-30.

. I shall use the term ‘Arabian Nights’ since it is the more popular one in

England, and since I am considering the Arabiar Nights as an English text
and more generally as a Western literary phenomenon. For a thorough
examination of the history of the Arabian Nights, see Suheir al-Qalamawi, Alf
Laila wa Laila (Cairo, 1959).

Mohamed Abdel-Halim, Antoine Galland: Sa vie et son oeuvre (Paris, 1964)
p- 299.

Cléomades, or Le Cheval de Fust, a fantastic metrical Romance of the late
thirteenth century, written by Adenet le Roi, in which a wooden horse
carries its riders through a varied web of adventure.

A Roman d’Amour of the late Middle Ages, which contains details that can be
traced to oriental sources, and to the Alf Laila wa Laila in particular. For
further elaboration on Eastern influence, see Katherine T. Butler, A History
of French Literature (London, 1923; 2 vols) vol. I, pp. 31-3.

P. Rajna, Le Fonti dell’Orlando Furioso (Florence, 1900) pp. 436-55.

arabo-persans (Paris, 1961) p. 227.

Antoine Galland, Journal (1672-3), ed. by Charles Schéfer (Paris, 1881; 2
vols) vol. 1, pp. 56-7.

For a list of these translations, see Abdel-Halim, Antoine Galland pp. 476-8.
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full title of his oeuvre: Bibliothéques Orientale ou Dictionnaire Universel, contenant
généralement tout ce qui regarde la connoissance des Peuples de I’Orient. Leurs Histoires
et Traditions (véritable ou fabuleuses). Leurs religions, sectes et politiques,. Leurs
gouvernement, loix, coutumes, Moeurs, Guerres, les Révolutions de leurs Empires; Leurs
Sciences et leurs Arts, Leurs Théologie, Mythologic, Magic, Physique, Morale,

Meédécine, Mathématiques, Histoire naturelle, Chronologie, Geographie, Observations
Astronomiques, Grammaire, et Réthorique. Les Vies et Actions Remarquables de leurs
saints, docteurs, philosophes, Historiens, Poetes, Capitaines & de tous ceux qui se sont
rendu illustres parmis eux, par leur Vertu, ou par leur Savoir; Des jugements critiques, et
des extraits de tous leurs ouvrages. De leurs Traités, Traductions, Commentaires,
Abrégés, Recueils de Fables, de Sentences, de Maximes, de Proverbes, de Contes, de bons
Mots & de tous leurs Livres écrits en Arabe, en Persan, ou en Turc, sur toules formes de
Science, d’Arts, et de Proféssions, Preface by Antoine Galland (Paris, 1697; 2
vols).

Galland, Journal, vol. 1, pp. 41-2.

45. Jean Chardin, Voyage de Monsieur le Chevalier Chardin en Perse et Autres Lieux de

61.
62.

63.
. Quoted in Burton Feldman and Robert Richardson, The Rise of Modern

65.

I’Orient (Amsterdam, 1686; 2 vols) vol. i, p. 279.

. Galland, Journal, vol. 11, p. 19.

. Chardin, Voyage, vol. 1, p. #4.

. Ibid., vol. n, p. 17.

. Ibid., vol. 1, p. 280.

. Richard Burton, The Book of the Thousand Nights and a Night (London, 1884-6;

17 vols) “Terminal Essay’, vol. v, p. 238.

. Chardin, Voyage, vol. i, p. 281.

. Abdel-Halim, Antoine Galland, p. 108.

. Ibid., p. 259.

. Ibid., p. 193.

. Antoine Galland, Les Milles et une nuits (first published Paris, 1704; 1979 edn,

2 vols) vol. 1, p. 46.

. Ibid., vol. 1, p. 3.
. Abdel-Halim, Antoine Galland, p. 135.
. Henri Baudet, Paradise on Earth: Some Thoughts on European Images of

Non-European Man (New Haven, 1965) pp. 38-41.

. Voltaire’s attitude remained tenaciously medieval, as illustrated in his play,

Le Fanatisme ou Mahomet (Paris, 1743), where he describes the Prophet as an
imposter-and an abuser of power. Voltaire uses Islam in order to attack
religion altogether, and the ‘infime’ hegemony of the Church to which he
was so passionately opposed.

. Mary Wortley Montagu, The Complete Letters (Oxford, 1763; 2 vols) vol. 1,

p. 385.

Leila Ahmed, Edward W. Lane (London, 1978) p. 130.

Martha Pike Conant, The Oriental Tale in England in the Eighteenth Century
(New York, 1908) p. 5.

Quoted in G. Audisio, La Vie de Haroun al-Raschid (Paris, 1930) p. 74.

Mythology (Bloomington, 1972) p. 313.
Ernest Bernbaum, Guide through the Romantic Movement (New York, 1949)

p.- 11
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. Ibid,, p. 210.
87.
88.
89.
. Geoffrey Yarlott, Coleridge and the Abyssinian Maid (London, 1967) p. 151.
9.
92.

93.

N

. Bernard Blackstone, The Lost Travellers: A Romantic Theme with Variations

(London, 1962) p. 26.
Chateaubriand, Mémoires d’outretombe (Paris, 1817, 1949; 2 vols) vol. 1,
p- 218.

. Alexander Pope, Correspondence (Oxford, 1956; 5 vols) vol. 1, p. 368.
69.

Ibid., p. 369.

Oliver Goldsmith, Citizen of the World (London, 1762) pp. 138-9.

First written in French in 1782. William Beckford, Vathek: The English
Translation by Samuel Henley (1783) and the Lausanne and Paris Editions (1784).
Reprinted in 3 vols (New York, 1972).

These books are mentioned as Beckford’s sources in Henley’s English
version of Vathek.

J. W. Oliver, The Life of William Beckford (London, 1932) p. 101.

For a full study of this subject, see Conant, The Oriental Tale.

Oliver, The Life of William Beckford, p. 23.

L. Melville, Life and Letters of William Beckford (London, 1910) p. 82.
Oliver, The Life of William Beckford, p. 66.

For a fascinating description of this incident, see Bernard d’Astorg, Les Noces
Orientales (Paris, 1980) pp. 149-52.

Oliver, The Life of William Beckford, p. 128.

Ibid., p. 285.

Ibid., p. 287.

Blackstone, Lost Travellers, p. 181.
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