THE concept      of culture


What then        is     culture    ?a word    that  will be used     on many    occasions throughout     this  book  Anthropogists have   provided  many   definitions of   il perhaps the    most   lamous being E.B tylors    definition in 1871 :that complex whole     which    includes
  know ledge     belief morals  law  custom       and   any      other   capabilities     and   habits   acqurred    by man   as  amember of    society     keesing    in  his   definition stresses the  ideationa  aspect of   culture. That is   cultures  comprise   :systems of   shared,ideas     systems   of  concepls and   rules  and  meanings    that  underlie   and  are  expressed  in  the   ways  that  humans  live   .
from  these  definitions   one  can see  that   culture  is  a sel  of  guidelines  (both  explicil  and   implicit  ) which  indrviduals   inher  it  as   members  of  particular society and which  tells   them   how to                               
 the  world  how to  experience   it   emotionally  and  how  to  be       in  it in relation to   other people   to   supernatural   forces  or  gods  and  to    the   natural   environment        .it also  provides them  with   a way  of transmitting  these guidelines    to   the  next   generation  -by  the  use of   symbols language arl and rilual .to some exlent  culture can be seen  as an inheriled  lens   throught   which  individ uals 
Perceive and understand the   world   that  they   imhabit  and iean how   to live within   it 
  growing up   within   any society     is a lorm    of    enculturauon    where  by   the individual slowly  acquires    the  cultural leits    of     that society       without  such as    ashared  perceplion     of the   world   both the   coh esion   and   the  continuity  OF ANY   human   group would             be impossible               .
One   aspect   of   this   cultural    lens is   the   division    of the   world   and   the   people   within   it into  different   calegories  each   with   their   own   name for    example   all   cultures   divide   up   their    members into        different   social  calegories     such as    men   and women     children for     adulls   young      people    or    old    people 
Kinsfolk  or   strangers  upper   class or   tower class able        or   disabled    normal    or   
[bookmark: _GoBack]Abnormal mad             or bad       healthy       or ill          and    all    cultures    have   elaborate   ways   of   moving    people   from   one   social   category   into   another      such   as   from ill   person to    healthy person      and also    of confining people     sometimes   against   their  will  to be the   calegories    into   which   they   have   been   put   such as  mad      disabled   or elderly 
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