Sociolinguistics


  Chapter 6                                                                                                            language & social Interaction



· Young children have to learn not only the pronunciation , grammar and vocabulary of their language, but they also have to learn how to use the language in conversational interaction.

· One thing children have to learn is the way in which conversations are structured.

· An obvious aspect of the structure of conversation is that they are based on the principle of turn taking and that only one speaker speaks at a time.

· Children also learn when it’s possible or not possible to interrupt.

· There are also rules about how and when one is allowed to introduce a new topic of conversation. There are even rules about silence.


Example :
A. What’s your name?
B. I’m fine!

· In most cases, conversations are organized so that questions are followed by answers :

Example :
Q1: Have you written to john yet?
A1: No, not yet.
Q2: Are you going to write ?
A2: Yes.




· It perfectly  possible for the question and answer sequences to be embedded in one another.
Example :
Q1 : Have you see john ?
A1 : Is he back ?

Like questions summons are normally followed by answer 
Example :
Bill : John
John : coming!
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