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Poetry 1
EARLY 17TH CENTURY
       Queen Elizabeth died ماتتat the beginning ofبداية the 17th century. Her reign  عهدهاwas a peaceful timeوقت سلم in England. There was a kind of compromiseحل وسط between the Protestants and the Catholic- between the Anglican Church and the Roman Church. It was a time of prosperity رخاءand richnessغنى. England expandedتوسعت more. It had more coloniesمستمرات abroadفي الخارج. People started to be merchantsتجار not only shepherdsرعاة. All these changesتغيرات happened during the reignعهد of Queen Elizabeth. 

Now, with the beginning of the 17th century and the death of Queen Elizabeth, those who were not satisfied غير راضىwith the compromiseتسوية- حل وسط between the Catholic and the Protestants during the reign of Queen Elizabeth after the reformationإصلاح of Martin Luther, those who were strictمتزمت- متعصب= the orthodox protestants- those who were still Catholic and followed the Catholic Church in Rome, they found away وجدوا طريقة لرفع أصواتهمto rise their voice again and to speak out. So, religious problems came again ظهرت المشاكل الدينية من جديد– the religious conflict صراع دينيbetween the Catholic and the Protestants. They started to fight يحاربeach other again. This was one the problem that appeared at the beginning of the 17th century. The conflict started to appear on the surface againبدأ الصراع الديني يظهر من جديد. Towards the middle of the 17th century- 1648, bloodshed prevailedسادت إراقة الدماء. In 1649, Cromwell took تولى الحكمover. He was a strictمتعصب puritan. He belonged to the parliament.  

The conflict in England started to be religious- between the puritans and the catholic, but it grewزاد الصراع الديني بين الكاثوليك و البروتستانت. It turned to be a political oneتحول إلى صراع سياسي Those who supported the Anglican Church followed the king and the queen. Those who were so strict= puritans, were supported يدعم- يؤيدby the Parliament. 

In 1649, the Parliament took overتولى الحكم and England became a Republicأصبحت انجلترا جمهورية. Cromwell took over for 11 years. He was so cruelقاسي that people were killed because of their religious beliefsقتل الناس بسبب معتقداتهم الدينية. Many English people like the Catholic fledهرب.  They fled in large numbersهربوا في أعداد كبيرة either to Ireland, then to America. Some of the moderate معتدل- متوسطProtestants also fled. The puritans took over. Sonnets of love were forbiddenقصائد الحب كانت ممنوعة. Theatres المسارح أغلقتwere closed. The moodالاتجاه in the literature of the period was different. 

      In 1660, after England had lived 11 years in civil warحرب مدنية, bloodshed which was so cruelقاسي, they realizedأدرك that they had to come to a kind of compromiseتسوية again. 

Cromwell executed اعدمthe king- King Charles I, his son, King Charles II fled هربto France. 

       Until now, the Parliament is ruling England- the queen does not have any political powerالملك ليس له قوة سياسية. It is on the hands of the prime ministerالسلطة السياسة في يد رئيس الوزراء. 

In 1660, they restored استرجع- استردKing Charles II back from France. The king came back but he did not have any power. It was at the hands of the Parliament. The Parliament ruled England. Concerningفيما يخص the religious problem, they agreed اتفقواthat every one is freeحر to follow any church he wants, any one is free in his beliefsحر فى اختيار معتقداته الدينية. 

Before, the Anglican Church was under the control of the king and the queen. Now, the church did not have political power but only religious powerلم تصبح للكنيسة أي سلطة سياسية و لكن فقط سلطة دينية.  The king had a limited powerالملك له سلطة محددة, the Parliament had the political power and the church had its power. There was nothing that was called absolute power لم يكن هناك ما يسمى بالسلطة المطلقة للملكand absolute authority of the king. Power was restrictedمحددة. There were three authoritiesسلطات, the church, the Parliament and the queen.  There was still another power that was rising and flourishingتزدهر- the power of moneyسلطة المال. The power of money was not anymore at the hands of the king and the queen.لم تعد فقط فى يد الملك Now, they had the middle class. The society of England now was changing more and more. The British coloniesالمستعمرات البريطانية- colonialism started to emergeتظهر- تبدأ. During the 17th century it expandedتوسعت. With the expansion توسع المستعمراتof colonies and the scientific inventionsالاختراعات العلمية and the geographic discoveriesالاكتشافات الجغرافية, these encouragedشجع people to study more. People became educated more and more. Trade flourished ازدهرت التجارةmore and more. People started to gain more money. The money was not anymore at the hands of the court. 

Things had changed, court, religion and society= the changes were social, political and religious changesالتغيرات كانت دينية- سياسية و اجتماعية. All these changes affected أثرت علي الناسpeople and consequentlyو بالتالي, it affectedأثرت على الأدب literature. Literature is the mirror الأدب مرآة المجتمعof the society and the cultureالثقافة. 

Scientific discoveries were very important. People in the 16th century were superstitiousكانوا يؤمنون بالخرافات. With the scientific discoveries and the progress of scienceتقدم العلم, people started to realize أدركوا أن هناك حقائق لا يعلموهاthat there are certain facts that they did not know. Thinkingتفكير الناس بدأ يتغير of people started to change. They needed every thing to be proved by reason لابد أن يكون كل شئ مثبوت بالعقلto believe in it. People started to be less superstitiousتخلى الناس عن معتقداتهم الخرافية. People started to be more reasonableأصبح الناس أكثر عقلانية thinking of people changed. They did not accept any kind of literature anymore. Even the poets changed their style. Poetry changed. The importance of reason and the argumentative style الأسلوب الجدلي- النقاشstarted to be more popular أصبح أكثر شعبية. Before the images were unbelieving imagesالصور المستخدمة في الشعر كانت غير حقيقية- خيالية. Now, they started to depend on science to draw their imagesالصور المستخدمة في الشعر أصبحت مأخوذة من العلم. They will not draw images from nature, stars, and the moon to write about loveالصور لم تعد مستوحاة من الطبيعة. They brought images from science.  They used metaphysical imagesتجريدي- فيما وراء الطبيعة- like comparing two lovers as the two legs of a compassمقارن المحبين برجل البر جال لتوضيح استحالة التباعد بينهم that can not be separated. John Donne is the father of the metaphysical poetry. 

There were many events in the 17th century

· Before the civil war – people were still under the control of the king. 

· During the civil war, people were under the rule of Cromwell.

· After 1660- the restoration استعادة الملكof the king and the coming back of the kingdom. 

In your book

We have:

· the period of the beginning of the 17th century until Cromwell- the time before Cromwell

· The time of Cromwell 

· The time after Cromwell- after the restoration.  

In the early 17th century, Queen Elizabeth died. 
We have two periods:



 The period of King James**
**The period of King Charles I 

       In the 16th century the main subject of the sonnets was courtly love. They were writing poetry just for entrainmentالشعر كان للتسلية. Poets used to earn money يكسب مالfrom the queen.  Literary people dependedيعتمد بشكل أساسي mainly on the court. It means that the court would influence indirectly the topic of poetry. البلاط  الملكي يؤثر على موضوعات الشعر بشكل غير مباشر

        During the 17th century, the situation of the 16th century was still going on. 

Topics of poetry changedتغيرت مواضيع الشعر. Also, the form changed.

John Donne wrote holy دينيةsonnets. Poets continued writing sonnets, but the themes أفكار مختلفةwere different. Different forms أشكال مختلفةwere found. The Change was gradual. The values of poetry were also different. They were the values القيم of the Puritans. With the coming back of the king, values became different again. The king became from France. He was raisedتربي for 11 years in France. He was influencedتأثر by the French cultureالثقافة الفرنسية, literature. When he came back to England, there were those people who used to write and sing for the king- dancers- musiciansموسيقيين. At the same time, the king was no longer having the supreme powerالقوة المطلقة. We find a variety تنوع الإشكال الأدبيةof forms of literature. We find the rise of the novelظهور الرواية, the inventing اختراع الطباعةof the printing press- there were printed books- there were groups of writers writing for the court, groups writing for the middle class, groups writing for the church. 

        The tone was also different. It was a continuationاستمرار of writing in the 16th century, but still, there was a change. Writers did not ignore لم يتجاهلwhat was going on. They also wrote religious poems. 
The authority was splitالسلطة انقسمت . There was no supreme power at the hands of the courtفي يد البلاط 

Writers would be able to write about many things. A poet could praiseيمدح the court in one poem and would satirize it in another poem. Satire started during the 16th century. It grew larger in the 17th century.  

Church was no longer the only source of knowledge لم تعد الكنيسة المصدر الوحيد للمعلوماتfor people. They had science. They had less imagination and more reasonاعتمدوا أكثر على العقل بدلا من الخيال. Images became more factualواقعي- حقيقي. People started to be more materialistic.مادي They wanted everything to be solid and concreteملموس. They started to doubtيشك any truth even the presence وجودof God. New revolutionaryأفكار ثورية ideas started to grow. They wanted everything to be proved by scienceيتم إثباته بالعلم. They followed science and rejected رفضany other thing. 

Poor people had the chance to be rich by working on trade and industryالعمل بالتجارة و الصناعة, so, people started to be materialistic- interested in money.  

Read the introduction in your book 

· Political conditions

· Social conditions

· Religious condition

· The influence on literature 

· Political and Religious situation:  

Queen Elizabeth died. Two kings followed her- King James and King Charles I. many changes took place حدثتduring their reign. The religious conflict started to come to the surface. The civil war was about to happen. There was a kind of restlessnessعدم استقرار. 

There were two partiesحزبين- the Whigs= Puritans= the Parliament and the Tories = the royal class. 

· The social situation: 

There was the power of money. Money was not only in the hands of the royal court. There were rich people belonging ينتمي إلىto the middle class. They paid more attention اهتمواfor education and for universities. So, literature flourishedازدهر.

· The Intellectual Environment: 

People started to give more importanceأعطى أهمية to reason and logicالمنطق more than passionالعاطفة. This affected اثر على تفكير الناسthe thinking of people.  People became more materialistic. They doubted everything. They wanted everything to be proved. They started argumentالجدل. Argumentative styleالأسلوب الجدلي started to be popular. They had experimentationالتجريبي started to be the tendencyميل- اتجاه of everybody.   Philosophyالفلسفة مرتبطة بالمنطق now is more related to logic. The power of science and knowledge, the reasonable and logical kind of thinking started to prevail. The power of church started to diminish. 
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· Write a short introduction about the early 17th century in one paragraph including the important dates- 1649- 1660

The 17th century extends from 1603 to 1660.the century witnessed religious, social, political and literary changes. 

Religiously, after a long period of peace under the reign of Elizabeth between the catholic and the puritans, the conflict between them started to rise again. This conflict resulted in the first civil war in England. Towards the middle of the 17th century- 1648, bloodshed prevailed. In 1649, Cromwell took over. The conflict in England started to be religious- between the puritans and the catholic, but it turned to be a political one. Those who supported the Anglican Church followed the king, those who were so strict= puritans, were supported by the Parliament. 

Politically, in 1649, the Parliament took over and England became a Republic. Cromwell took over for 11 years. Under the strict rule of the puritans, people like the catholic fled away. There were two parties; the Whigs who were Puritans and represented the Parliament and the Tories who represented the royal class. There was no absolute authority of the king. Power was restricted.  There were three authorities, the church, queen and the parliament.  There was still another power that was rising and flourishing that was the power of money. The power of money was not anymore at the hands of the king and the 17th century witnessed the rise of the middle class. . The society of England changed more and more. The British colonies British colonies expanded during the 17th 
Socially, people began to be more interested in education. They started to be more materialistic. People no longer depend on the church as the source of knowledge. They began to be more interested in science and scientific inventions. They tended to believe in reason and neglect emotions. 

Literary, we find new literary forms and revolutionary ideas. Topics of literature were no longer directed to the court. Sonnets of love were forbidden. Theatres were closed. The mood in the literature of the period was different. New values were found in literature. Images were driven from science not from imagination. 

· Q- 2- Talk about John Donne- his biography- how his personal life affected his literature and why his experience is important? In which century did he write? Why his writings are like that 

 John Donne lived in the 16th and 17th century. He belongs to the metaphysical poets. They are known and famous for their strange images. They use a lot of paradoxes. They like to puzzle the readers. Their most prominent feature is the use of unpoetic images. 

John Donne was a catholic but he converted to Protestantism. His poetry is divided into two stages. In the first stage, he wrote secular poetry. He was indulging in secular life, driven by his own desire. In this stage, his poetry is dealing with secular subjects like love and earthly desire. In the second stage of his life, he tried to recreate himself and become close to God. He joined the Anglican Church and worked as a priest. In this stage of his life, he wrote religious poetry. It is dealing with religious subjects. He wrote holy sonnets.





Death be not proud, though some have called thee"

Death be not proud, though some have called thee 

Mighty and dreadful, for thou art not so, 

For those whom thou think'st thou dost overthrow, 

Die not, poor death, nor yet canst thou kill me. 

From rest and sleep, which but thy pictures be, 

Much pleasure, then from thee, much more must flow, 

And soonest our best men with thee do go, 

Rest of their bones, and soul's delivery. 

Thou art slave to Fate, Chance, kings, and desperate men, 

And dost with poison, war, and sickness dwell, 

And poppy, or charms can make us sleep as well, 

And better than thy stroke; why swell'st thou then? 

One short sleep past, we wake eternally, 

And death shall be no more; death, thou shalt die. 

        The poem is written in old English. He is addressing يخاطبdeath. It is very strange image- personification of deathتشخيص- an apostrophe- he is challenging deathيتحدى الموت. He feels pityيشفق عليهfor death. He does not fear him.  He considers يعتبرdeath not dreadful مخيفand powerful because those the death thinks that it killed did not die. He thinks that death can not kill him. We have paradoxتناقض, how comeكيف that death is not fearful? How come that those people whom death killed did not die? How come he is challenging death? 

He thinks that we get rest and pleasure متعةfrom death as we get from sleep. Death is the rest of bonesالعظام. The souls will be free from the bodies by death. This is why people welcome death; do not be fearful from death. Death is a slave عبدof fate. It is ordered يأمرby fate. Death is the slave of kings who give orders to kill people.  So, as being a slave, death can not be dreadful. Death is associated مرتبطwith poison السم, war and sicknessالمرض. Opium المخدرand magic السحرare more skilful أكثر مهارةthan death. They can make us in a more gentle way.  

In the last two lines, he gives the conclusion; death has no right to be proud. After we die, death will be no more. It will end. Death itself shall die.





"Batter my heart, three-person'd God..."



Batter my heart, three-person'd God; for you 

As yet but knock, breathe, shine, and seek to mend; 

That I may rise, and stand, o'erthrow me and bend 

Your force, to break, blow, burn and make me new. 

I, like an usurpt town, to another due, 

Labour to admit you, but Oh, to no end, 

Reason your viceroy in me, me should defend, 

But is captiv'd, and proves weak or untrue. 

Yet dearly I love you, and would be loved fain, 

But am betroth'd unto your enemy: 

Divorce me, untie, or break that knot again, 

Take me to you, imprison me, for I 

Except you enthrall me, never shall be free, 

Nor ever chaste, except you ravish me. 

It is one of the main holly sonnets written by Donne. It is an English sonnet in which he neglected أهملall the rules of a sonnet. His subject is not a typical subject of a sonnet which is love. It is an intellectual, religious sonnet. Instead of praising يمدحhis lady, he is praising his God. 

In this sonnet, he is addressing يخاطبGod directly, seeking for help and forgivenessالسماح. He is asking God to shake him outيخلص of his mistakes, to take him out of his dilemmaالمشكلة. He is asking God to give him power to resistيقاوم the secular lifeدنيوية, to fight his own desiresرغباته. 

His heart is torn. He needs a violent action, a strange hit to correct his mistakes. He is asking God to be more strong and harsh قاسيwith him. He is trying to remind يذكرhimself with the relation between him and God- father-son- relationship- to help him to be out of his present condition. As a sinnerمذنب, he asks God to hit him, bendيثنى him. He needs to be recreated. He asks God to mend, break, to blow, to burn him to be a new one. It is the image of a blacksmithالحداد who is working on a piece of metal] he is likening يشبهhimself to a piece of metal which needs to be reshaped and reforming. He wants to be re-corrected, recreated, to be renewed.  

In the 2nd quatrain, he compares himself to usurped townمدينة مغتصبة= conceit- far-fetched comparison- an exaggeratedمبالغ فيهmetaphor.  He is like a captiveأسيرةtown= a town that is taken by force. He is controlled by God's enemy- Satanالشيطان- by his own desires which are so powerful. His soul is helpless. He is like a captured town. He is weak, overwhelmed, seduced يغريby Satan.  He is unable to correct himself from Satan. He is asking God to help him to resist Satan. He loves God but he can not obey him because he is so weak to resistيقاوم his desires. He is married to his sins like a woman who is married to God's enemy, but in deep heart, he is in love to God. He asks God to take him out of this imprisonmentالسجن 
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