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Poetry 2
     17th century started by the death of Queen Elizabeth and the coming of King Charles I. it ended with the Puritan Revolution that ended أنهتCromwell Republic الجمهوريةand the restorationاسترجاع of the king. 

What is the influenceتأثير of the court البلاط الملكىon the literature- literary themes in early the 17th century- during the 16th century in England?

        The court was the centre of interest مركز الاهتمامfor the literary men. No positionsمراكز would be given to those who did not have any relations علاقاتwith the court. This means that the poets belong to the aristocratic class, the subject matters and the themes were relatedلها علاقة ب to the court- like the courtly love and the sonnet. 

The court was the centre of interestsمركز اهتمام for the poets and dramatists like Shakespeare and others.

        In the early 17th century, the change started with the Puritan Revolution. The writers could not ignore يتجاهلthe religious conflictالصراع الديني. 

At the time The Puritan Revolution- the civil war, the court was not the only source of powerمصدر القوة. There were two different powers- the parliament and the court. There were people who supportedأيد the court and those who supported the parliament. The writings were different. Some supported the court and some supported the Parliaments. It affected أثرت علىthe literary themes.

The political changes also influenced the themes. The puritans were very strictحازم- صارم. They closed the theatre. Themes of love were forbiddenممنوع. 

Science also influenced the life of people during the 17th century. It influenced literature. People started to doubt الشكevery thing even the presence وجودof God. Poets started to write differently. Their style became argumentativeجدلى, approaching reason more than emotions. Even when they speak about love, they started to draw their images from science. They started to think differently بشكل مختلفand read differently. Their style, themes were different. Their images were drawnمأخوذة من from science. 

John Donne

     He was born in the 2nd half of the 16th century. He started writing during the reign عهدof Queen Elizabeth. When Queen Elizabeth died, he was 30 years old. 

He lived during two different periodsفترتين; during the Elizabethan reign and before the Civil War- during the reign of Charles I – during the civil war. All these events affected his life and consequentlyبالتالي his poetry. 

Because he was born to catholic parents in Protestant England, he was deprived حرم منfrom a chance فرصةof getting a positionالحصول على مركز. It was in the Elizabethan era عصرwhen the court was still important. He converted تحول الىto follow the Anglican Church. He did not announce يعلنthis conversion تحولto the public- that he changed his religion. When he became a priest, it changed his life and his writings. He started writing religious poetry. Before that he worked for an important man in the court. He fell in love with his daughter. They were angry with him and he was dismissedطرد. 

      He passed through many difficultiesصعوبات. He had no job, could not earnيكسب money, and could not provide يصرف علىfor his children, the sickness مرضof his wife- all these difficulties affected his personalityشخصية and his way of thinkingطريقة تفكيره of life- looking at life from a skeptic شكpoint of view. 

When he declared أعلنhis conversionتحول, he got a job. His life became easier. He became a priestكاهن. He wrote religious poetry. His personality had changed. He focused on religious poetry. This is why he was assigned عينas a priest then as a dean عميد- رئيسof a cathedral. During his job, as being a poet, he used to write hymnsترانيم- to be sung in the church- it is part of their prayersصلوات- he also wrote holy sonnets that reflected his ideas. He wrote more than 170 holyديني sonnets are remembered until now. 

       He faced many difficultiesصعوبات in his life this affected him to change later, to be more skeptic and to be a priest, then a dean of a cathedral and he wrote beautiful religious poetry. 
This is why we have two different periods in Donne's life.

· The first period is when his interest was secular. His poetry was worldly. In this stage, he wrote songs and sonnets. 

· Then he wrote religious poetry when he wrote hymns and holy sonnets. 

He did not publish his poetry before his death. When his poetry was publishedنشر, we have his secular دنيويsonnets collectedجمع together in one book and then his hymns and holly sonnet in another book. 

John Donne is the father of the metaphysical poetry. 

What is metaphysical poetry?

    It discusses abstractمعنوي- مجرد things. It deals with subject matters that are usually dealt with- love- pain but differentlyبشكل مختلف- in different style- using different images. 

When they want to speak about any topicموضوع, they would address reason. They are famous for their conceitمقارنة- paradoxicalمتناقض- complicated معقد– far fetchedبعيد الوصول اليه comparison. 

Metaphysical poetry is that kind of poetry that discusses all the usual and common شائعtopicsموضوعات in poetry but by using simpler language than the Elizabethan poets. They did not challenge يتحدىthe readers with difficult languages. Their language is simple and colloquialعامي- دارج. But they challenged the readers through their difficult, shockingصادم- مفاجئ, surprising images- to compare and contrast between two different things. Their images were shocking, strange, weird غريبand complicatedمعقد.  They did not want passive readers. They wanted the readers to think with them, to raise their interest to read more. They approachيقترب من- يخاطب reason. They used argumentative جدلىstyle. They argued with the readers to convinceيقنع them. They challenged the talentموهبة and the wit of the readers. This is why their poetry is wittyذكى- , argumentative.  It was the time of science and reason. They challenged the readers and experimented يجربimages. Their rhyme was not regular. 

	The good-morrow


It is not a sonnet, but a lyric. قصيدة غنائية
After the works of Donne were published, this poem was put as an introduction مقدمةto this volumeالنسخة. It is an introductory poem. It is important to 
hint for the readers what is the whole poem is talking about.

morrow = morning 

1st stanza: 

	I WONDER by my troth, what thou, and I

	Did, till we lov'd? were we not wean'd till then?

	But suck'd on countrey pleasures, childishly?

	Or snorted we in the seaven sleepers den?

	T'was so; But this, all pleasures fancies bee.

	If ever any beauty I did see,

	Which I desir'd, and got, t'was but a dreame of thee.


It is a love lyric. 

He starts his poem with an inquiryاستفسار. 

My troth= trulyحقيقي
He insists يصر علىthat he is true and honestامين. 
He wonders- is asking this question seriouslyبجد. He asks what he and his lover had done before they fell in love. He is speaking about his past life before falling in love. 

what thou, and I= sharing 

He does not give an answer, but he gives another question. 

wean'd= when the baby is given milk and he stops feeding for a while. 

were we not wean'd till then?= when we were little children. 

He does not speak about his early years when he was sucking milkيرضع الحليب. 

suck'd on countrey pleasures, childishly?

He speaks about the period of adulthoodالمراهقة- when they were immatureغير ناضج, roaming about childishlyطفولى. 

He asks another question  

Or snorted we in the seaven sleepers den
Snorted= the sound that comes when one is sleeping. 

He compares himself and his lovers to the seven sleepers= اهل الكهف 

It is taken from the Bible. 

He says that what they have done when they were immatureغير ناضج, not knowing where to go and what to do, or were they sleeping deeply like the seven sleepers. They were behaving childishlyيتصرف بشكل طفولى. They were having a deep sleep like the seven sleepers. 

But this, all pleasures fancies bee.

All these pleasures are only fanciesخيال= imaginative- dreams- not true. Their pleasure was fake زائفone. They were after their pleasure like immature persons. But these pleasuresمتع were not real- not true. He denies all what happened before. This is how he describes his past life- his life before falling in love.  

If ever any beauty I did see,
Which I desir'd, and got, t'was but a dreame of thee.
He deniesينكر all the beauty that he had seen before. All the beauty that he had seen, desired يشتهىand got in his life before falling in love was but a dream of her. All his experiences, desiresرغبات before meeting her were but a dream of her. It is as if he was searching for يبحث عنher in his dreams. She is his real life. All what he had before were kinds of fancies, dreams, unreal, not true, immature. He denies ينكرall this. As if all these was but a dream of her. 

This is the kind of love that he believes to be a true love. 

2nd stanza:  

	And now good morrow to our waking soules,

	Which watch not one another out of feare;

	For love, all love of other sights controules,

	And makes one little roome, an every where.

	Let sea-discoverers to new worlds have gone,

	Let Maps to other, worlds on worlds have showne,

	Let us possesse one world, each hath one, and is one.


Now, they are awaken يستيقظafter being sleepers for a long time. He says good morrow to their waking soulsارواح. When they were sleeping like dead people, like the seven sleepers, they were not living real life. Their life before falling in life was like living and not living at the same time. 

Now, their life starts. It is the morning, the beginning of light. 

He speaks about their souls. It is not the physical جسدىlove that is in the courtly sonnets. It is different type of love. 

They do not fear each other. They do not look at each other with doubtsشكوك. They trust يثقeach other. 

For love, all love of other sights controules,
And makes one little roome, an every where.
It is a difficult image. 

Their souls are awakening. They are living true love. No one suspects the other. All the love they have in hearts تؤم روحه- they are not talking about physical love. They are two persons who complete each others. Her love controls his sight. True love makes little room- he is not looking outside- as if he is imprisoned in one little place but this little place is everywhere for him. This little room s the world for him. He is satisfied. He and she does not look outside- they are not attracted to anybody outside their own little world. This little world for them represents يمثلthe whole world.  

· The style is very difficult 

He is speaking about him and her not in terms of passions. It is a different love; love of souls. No one fearsيخاف the other, suspects the other. They are truthful حقيقيto each other; they have full trustثقة كاملة in each other. This is the true love which he speaks about. All beauty can not attract him because this is the true love he is looking for. He is satisfiedراضى to move within this space with his lover. This little space is the whole world for; all pleasuresمتع of life, all the gifts of life him. They believe that they have everything. He does not ask for anything more.    

	Let sea-discoverers to new worlds have gone,

	Let Maps to other, worlds on worlds have showne,

	Let us possesse one world, each hath one, and is one.


sea-discoverers=it was the time of  geographical discoveriesاكتشافات جغرافية. 

Let the sea discoverers مكتشفgo to the new worlds to add to the mapsخرائط, let them experience, let them realize more truth about the world.   

Let us possesse one world, each hath one, and is one.
Each of them has their own world- he is a man, she is a woman. He has his own needs and she has her own needs. He has his own personality, his way of thinking and she has her own. But still, they complete each other= they are one. They are satisfied with their own world. Their souls are unitedمتحد. They complete يكملeach other.  

3rd stanza; 

	My face in thine eye, thine in mine appeares,

	And true plaine hearts doe in the faces rest,

	Where can we finde two better hemispheares

	Without sharpe North, without declining West?

	What ever dyes, was not mixt equally;

	If our two loves be one, or, thou and I

	Love so alike, that none doe slacken, none can die.


 It is a scientific, natural fact. Her face is reflectedينعكس على on her eyes, and her face is reflected on his eyes.  He can read her mind. 

Plaine= flat, not curved.

Their hearts do not have anything hiddenمختفي. It is so clear in their visionرؤية. They are very clear. They are not hiding anything. Their hearts are clear to each other. Each one knows what is in the heart of the others. Their plain and true hearts appear on the faces. 

	Where can we finde two better hemispheares

	Without sharpe North, without declining West?


He is asking a question. He is comparing her and him to two hemispheresنصف دائرة. It is geography= the two hemispheres of the world. They are perfect hemispheres.  They can not find two perfect hemispheres with no differences at all. They are a copy of each other. They are identicalمتطابق. They are two hemispheres that contain the whole world. They complete each other. 

He is asking a rhetorical بلاغيquestion. It does not need an answer. He asserts يؤكدwhat he says. He says that they can not find two perfect hemispheres which each one complete the other. 

	What ever dyes, was not mixt equally;

	If our two loves be one, or, thou and I

	Love so alike, that none doe slacken, none can die.


Everything dies means that it was not mixed equally. What is mixed equally and correctly, will last. If their two loves are mixed, if they are one, be equal, this love will not die. It will continue. It will be successful. 

What is the theme- the main idea ? 

The theme lies in the last two lines. 

It is about the true love- the love of the soul- two persons complete each other in everything. 

The form:

 The rhyme scheme- it is almost perfect  : abcd ccc- abab ccc- abab cdd

Each stanza consists of 7 lines. 

The first stanza is different. In the first line, he breaks يكسرthe rhyme. It speaks about "you and I" the whole poem speaks about their difference. They are different than the world. Their love is different. This is why the rhyme is different. 

In the last three tines of each stanza, the difference is in the last stanza. It is the conclusion. He insists on the same idea that they are different. He comes again to "you and I". this is why the rhyme is irregular. He wants to attract the readers.

His images are not expected and also his rhyme.  
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