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Poetry 3

       The metaphysical poets deal with abstract أشياء مجردةthings. It was nothing new to deal with abstract things. When they deal with abstract things, they use concrete= ملموس images to describe these abstract things.  

All the metaphysical poets deal with the theme of love. But love is expressed in concrete images, sensuous حسيimages. They married between these two different things. 

They deal with abstract things in very concrete sensuous images.  They bring these concrete images to deal with abstract things. 

John Donne uses chemical equationمعادلة كميائية taken from chemistry as a science to describe love- how it is so perfect and equalمتساوى. The abstract idea- love- is expressed and explained through concrete sensuous images.  

Good Morrow

Form; it consists of three stanzas. In the first stanza, he speaks about their life before they fell in love. He starts discussing the untrue, immatureغير ناضج, false, fakeزائف love. It is the physical love, pleasuresمتع, desiresرغبات. It is the love which is built on physical desire. 

In the second stanza, he speaks about true spiritual روحى- معنوىlove; love which lasts for everللأبد, the real love. 

In the third stanza, he sets the rules as if it is a recipeوصفة and he puts the ingredientsالمكونات. He gives the conclusion in the last stanza. He gives a recipe for a true, eternalأبدى, everlasting دائمkind of love. They have to love each other equallyبالتساوي, to trust يثقeach other. Their love would be alike. It has to be spiritual eternal love. 
Images: 

How does he deal with each theme through the conceits and images within the stanza itself?
In the first stanza, we have the image of childish طفولى love, the image of an infant sucking milk رضيع يرضع حليبfrom his mother, the allusion to the seven sleepersأهل الكهف- that they were sleeping- they were unaware غير مدرك- غير واعيof real love and real life- they were dead in fact. 

In the second stanza, we have many images, the image of the awaking مستيقظsouls, the image of geography- he uses geography to compare himself and his beloved to two hemispheresنصفى الكرة الأرضية-  two parts of the world which forms one world.

In the third stanza, we have many images. We have the geographical conceit which starts in the second stanza. It continues in the third stanza. He talks about the hemisphere that they are two perfect hemispheres. They complete each other to form a complete circle. They are more perfect than the earth itself. 
Sonnets 14

"Batter my heart, three-person'd God..."

1st stanza: 
Batter my heart, three-person'd God; for you

As yet but knock, breathe, shine, and seek to mend;

That I may rise, and stand, o'erthrow me and bend

Your force, to break, blow, burn and make me new.

It is a very beautiful sonnet. 
John Donne passed through two stages in writing his poetry. In the first stage, he wrote secular دنيوىpoetry and in the second stage he wrote religious poetry. 

It speaks clearly and reflects clearly these two stages. 

He is using commands. He is discussing a serious issue. 

Batter= strike- bit- knock down يضرب
Batter my heart = it is a very strange demandطلب  to ask one to deal with one's heart violently, to be aggressiveعدواني- عنيف. 
He is addressing God. three-person'd God
for you 

As yet but knock, breathe, shine, and seek to mend; 

It is only God who can knock down and mendيصلح some body.
This is a very strange image, to ask God to deal with him violently. 

Breathe =

 He asks God to let His light to overwhelm him, to repair him, to deal with his heart violently, to be aggressive with him to mend and repair his soul. 

This poem belongs to a period in John Donne's life- a period of uncertaintyشك. He was unsatisfiedعدم رضا. He hated the fact that he followed the Anglican Church. He changed- converted تحولhis religion from Catholicism. He went into a period of uncertainty. His life was full of doubtsشكوك. It was a period of time when he doubted his decisionsقرارات. When he was living in struggle يعانىbetween what his heart wants and what his mind says to him. He needed help. 
Here, John Donne is asking God to help him, to repair his heart, to let him overcome يتغلب علىhis sins, to forgiveيغفر his sins, to let him change, to give him a chance to change. If God does not help him, he will not be able to live alone. He starts beggingيتوسل, urging يحثGod- as if ordering Him- يتضرع.

He needs an action.

There are not nouns as much as verbs 

As yet but knock, breathe, shine, and seek to mend;

That I may rise, and stand, o'erthrow me and bend

Your force, to break, blow, burn and make me new.

He may rise, stand as if he was shy of out he has done. 
We have the "B" sound- the sound is not easy. It is very strong

These verbs= "break, blow, burn" reminds us with the blacksmithحداد who uses fire to make iron can be bent ىثنىand formedيشكل. 
His heart is hard because of sins. 

He comparesيقارن his heart to a piece of steelحديد- hard and stiffقاسي. It needs force in order to be straighteningمستقيم again and remoldedيعاد تشكيله. 
2nd stanza: 

I, like an usurpt town, to another due,

Labour to admit you, but Oh, to no end,

Reason your viceroy in me, me should defend,

But is captiv'd, and proves weak or untrue.

We have a simileتشبيه. He compares himself to a captive اسيرand occupied محتلةtown. It lost its freedom. He is like that town. He does not control himself. 

Labour= to work hard 

He is working hard to admitيعترف God= to be a slave عبدfor God. Yet, he is not able.

Oh= there is a sighيتنهد here. 

Reason your viceroy

God gives us reason in order to know him. 
Viceroy= God's gift to him which is supposed to governيحكم him= to be governed= to be controlled. 
He asks God to defend him from his enemy.

The image is very strange= a captive town occupied by an enemy, the people are imprisonedمسجون. They can not free themselves. They need power, weapons, army to free themselves.

He has been given this power= reason to defend him from enemy= his sins. He is imprisoned and captive by his desiresرغبات. But his reason is also captive.  

But is captiv'd, and proves weak or untrue. 

The reason that God gave him proveدليل to be weak and untrue. He is helpless.  He is like a town without power, without an army to defend itيدافع.  It is very weak. It will continue under the rule of the enemy for ever. This is his situation. He is that man who is captive, controlled by his desires. Reason which has to protect him, defend him, balance توازنhis action is proved to be weak. It is captive, controlled by somebody else. 
3rd stanza: 
Yet dearly I love you, and would be loved fain,

But am betroth'd unto your enemy:

Divorce me, untie, or break that knot again,

Take me to you, imprison me, for I

Except you enthrall me, never shall be free,

Nor ever chaste, except you ravish me.

    He is captive. His reason is not working. It is not free. It is not helping him as it should be. But- yet, although he is in such a situation, he really loves God dearly.  He will be so happy by this love. Yet, he is not happy. 

But am betroth'd= engaged مخطوب. He has an oweعهد- ميثاق = a bond to be together for ever. He has this kind of owe. He is betrothed= engaged- he has made a contract with somebody else.

It is here like a marriage relationship between him and God. He loves God, but he is married to somebody else- to the enemy of god – to Satin. He and Satin have this bond together. He is controlled by Satin.   
Divorce me= he asks God to divorce him from satinالشيطان- to break, untie this knotيفك العقدة- this bond- this relation. 

Take me to you, imprison me, for I

Except you enthrall me, never shall be free,

Nor ever chaste, except you ravish me.

His voice becomes lower little bit. If God does not take him, control him, he will never be free. The image of being captivatedمأسور like a captivated usurpedمغتصب town continues. It is a conceit. 

If God does not help him, he will be lost.

He asks for his freedom from satin, freedom of his desires. He asks God to captive ياسرhim, imprison him. He will be free when captivated by God. It is a very strange image, 
How could he be a slave to God and free at the same time? 
When we are slave to God, we are free from own desires. To be imprisoned and slave to God is not slavery at all. This is freedom. 

ravish me.= take him, capture him – overwhelmيسيطر على him with his love – to control him- to surround himيحيط به- to protect him.  
If God does not accept him as a slaveعبد, he will never be free, he will never be pure, will never be chaste= to have pure soul. He asks God to purify ينقىhim from his sinsذنوب. 

He is afraid whether God would accept his repentتوبة, his regret, to take him a slave, to purify him from his sins. This is what he is worried قلقabout. 
The poem is full of verbs, why? Because he wants action. He is insisting- he wants real quick action. 
The tone is an urging one. Verbs are somehow violent and aggressive عنيفbecause he needs urgentعاجل action- quick action

The rhyme scheme:  abba -  abba   - cdcd  - ee
It is somehow a Petrarchan sonnet. The octave is 8 lines- it follows the Petrarchan rhyme scheme.   We have a full stop, a pause. 
In the sestet, it is not Petrarchan. It is a Shakespearean sonnet. We have a couplet. 

So, it is a mixture of both the Petrarchan and the – English Shakespearean sonnet. 

Structure- division of thought: 

What is the theme in the 1st four lines? 

    In the first four lines= quatrain, he asks God to help him, to mend يصلحhim, to make him new. He speaks of him as a piece of metal that needs to be bentيثنى. 

In the second quatrain, he speaks of himself as a captive town that needs to be free. These are two different images, but the idea is the same- asking God to help him to start a new life- to make him new- to free him.

So, the same idea continues. There is no shift of thoughts. 

In the third quatrain, the conceit continues, that he is captive to Satin. He is controlled by God's enemy. The idea continues. There is no shift of thought- like in the Petrarchan sonnet- there is no shift in thought. 

He is still focusing on the same idea using different images, elaborating. 

In the last two lines, we have a conclusion= if God does not take him, he will never be free. We have a conclusion like in the Shakespearean sonnet. 

So, the poem is a mixtureمزيج of both the Petrarchan and Shakespearean sonnet.  

We do not have a shift of thought after the pause, the octave, but we have a conclusion in the last couplet. 

The rhyme scheme goes side by side with the division of thought. 
The Theme:  He wants freedom from his sins.  

This sonnet speaks about the transitional stage in Donne's life. he realizes that he is full of sins. 

Sonnet 10

Death be not proud, though some have called thee"

The Octave: 
Death be not proud, though some have called thee

Mighty and dreadful, for thou art not so,

For those whom thou think'st thou dost overthrow,

Die not, poor death, nor yet canst thou kill me.

Now, he is satisfiedراضى with his decisionقرار. He is living a settledمستقر, clam life. He does not fear death.

Thee = you 

Mighty = great 
Death is not fearful, not great, not dreadfulمخيف, not proud. 
Overthrow= know down- kill – take their soulsارواح 
Death thinks that he kills people whom he takes their lives. They do not die. They do not die. 

poor death, nor yet canst thou kill me

He is challengingيتحدى death, addressing death, personifyingيشخص it and telling him that he does not fear him as he is not great, not might, not fearful. Even those people whom he thinks that he killed them and end their lives, in fact, they do not die. In the same way, death can not kill him. He will live for ever. He does not fear death as it is not going to kill him. 

From rest and sleep, which but thy pictures be,

Much pleasure, then from thee, much more must flow,

And soonest our best men with thee do go,

Rest of their bones, and soul's delivery.

It is a very difficult image. 

From rest and sleep, we get much pleasureمتعة. These sleep and rest are only images – pictures of death. From the little pictures of death, he gets pleasure, so, we expectيتوقع to get more pleasure from death because sleep and rest are but little images of death. 

Death is only a source of pleasure. How he can be afraid of something which is a source of pleasure. Death is a source of pleasure not a source of fear. 

Soon the best men will go with death. He will not kill them. They will go with him in a trip. Death will give them rest of their bones and of their soulsارواح. 

Death is the main source of rest and sleep. Death will take the good people. He will give them rest of their bonesعظام. Their souls will be free from their bodies. They will not be imprisoned in the bodies. Their struggleصراع between the desiresرغبات and good manner will end. The souls will be free. The bones will get rest. 

Death will take the best men, but he will not kill them, but to free them. 
We feel that he is satisfiedراضى, settled. He is strong himself to the extent that he challenges يتحدىdeath. 

The Sestet: 

Thou art slave to Fate, Chance, kings, and desperate men,

And dost with poison, war, and sickness dwell,

And poppy, or charms can make us sleep as well,

And better than thy stroke; why swell'st thou then?

One short sleep past, we wake eternally,

And death shall be no more; death, thou shalt die

Thou art = you are 

Death is a slaveعبد to fateالقدر. He can not make his own decisionsلا يقدر أن يأخذ قرار. He is slave to chance and Kings who give him order to take the lives of people. The decision is at some body else's hands.  It means that death is not great, that he is controlled. 

The speaker proves that Death is not dreadful as some people think him to be. People should not be afraid of death.  

Death lives= dwell with poison, war and sickness. He lives with disgusting things. If death gives us the chance to sleep, something less important that death can make us sleep like drugs. So, death is not dreadful. 
What is the difference between the two speakers in the two sonnets?
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