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Poetry 4
Death Be not Proud" "

   He is addressing يخاطبdeath telling it that it is not mighty and not dreadful. His first proof دليلis that those who will think that he kills them, take their life, they did not die. Death will not kill him. 

This is his point of view. He is going to prove يثبتhis point of view.

In the next four lines, he proves that he does not fear death. Death is not fearful and dreadful مخيفat all. Death is a source of pleasureمتعة. It gives rest. So, it can not be fearful. It is not a source of fear but it is a source of rest and pleasure. Death is but the original sourceمصدر اصلى whose sleep and rest are but its images. To get such pleasure from sleep and rest, it means that we are going to get more pleasure from death. When death takes the life of the best men, they will ho with death, but they will not die. The best men are the religious men. When they die, they do to heavenالجنة. To meet death is but a stepخطوة to meet God, to go to heaven and have all the pleasure that they hope for. Death is not taking them, not forcing them to go. They go with death happily, gladlyبسعادة because they believe that death is only a journeyرحلة in order to meet their destination- to meet God- to go to heaven. Their souls will be freed from the stress of desiresرغبات and struggle صراعwith these worldly desiresرغبات دنيوية. Their soulsارواح will be free from their bodies- the cage- the prison of that soul. The souls are imprisoned مسجونin the body with its all physical desires. They will be free. So, death is not fearfulمخيف. He is waiting for death happily. 

In the sestet, the speaker proves that death is not might at all. He proves that death has no power. It even does not control itself or take a decisionقرار. Death is a slaveعبد. It is not might or dreadful at all. It does not control its decisions. Death is a slave to fateالقدر, chance,الحظ kings and weak people who can not face life difficulties and commit suicideينتحر. 

Moreover, it is not only weak, it can not only control itself, but it also lives in a unhealthy environmentبيئة. Its communityمحيط, its friends are weakness, war, poisonسم. Death is not dreadful. Its companionsأصحاب are not dreadful. Death is not the only one that causes sleep to people. We can fall asleep by taking drugs, opiumالمخدر, using very mean things. Even magiciansالسحر can make people fall asleep. So, death is an allusion, it is not mighty at all. Death is nothing but a mean toolأداة حقيرة, a mean agent, nothing more than that. 

It is a conclusion. Death is a short sleep and then we will wake up for ever. We will live eternallyابدى. Then, there will be no sleep any more. Death will end, and we will live for ever. Death shall die. It is the one who will die, not those who death thinks that it kills and takes their lives. Those people do not die. They will live for ever. Death it self will die.   

So, he proves at the end, what he claims in the introduction.
He is addressing death with such a high tone. The tone is argumentative. At the beginning, he gives strange ideas, but he proves that he is right. 

Q- How to analyze a poem?

We analyze the order of thoughts and ideas= the form- how are the ideas and thoughts connected to each other, supporting each other. 
The rhythm – the rhyme scheme- the music itself of the poem should go side by side with the ideas. This could form harmony. 

When we start analyzing, we should keep in mind what kind of poem it is.

It is a sonnet- in 14 lines.

What kind of sonnet?

We have two major kinds of sonnets:

· Petrarchan – Italian- sonnet 

· Shakespearean- English  sonnet 

We have to determine what kind of a sonnet it is. We have to know the rhyme scheme. 

What is the rhyme scheme of sonnet =- Death be not Proud?

 The rhyme scheme of "Death, Be Not Proud" is as follows: ABBA, ABBA, CDDC, EE. 

The meter varies, although most lines are in iambic pentameter. 

What type of sonnet? 
Petrarchan sonnets is a sonnet (14-line poem) each consist of an eight-line stanza (octave) and a six-line stanza (sestet). The first stanza presents a theme, and the second stanza develops it. 
 the rhyme scheme: abbaabba, and the second part consisting of six lines (sestet) with the rhyme scheme: cdecde (though there are variationsتنوع, including: cdcdcd). The most important requisite for the Petrarchan Sonnet is the absence غيابof the closing couplet.  

The Shakespearean Sonnet consists of 14-lines that are divided into three four-line sections (each called a quatrain), and a concluding section of just two lines: a rhyming or closed couplet. Each quatrain has an alternating rhyme scheme: abab, cdcd, and efef. The final rhyming couplet has the rhyme scheme: gg. An example showing just the last end-rhymed words would be: 

" Death be not Proud"  is a mixture of Petrarchan and Shakespearian sonnet

We have the same rhyme scheme of the Petrarchan octave. We have a pause. It is not a real pause because we do not have a shift of idea. We have the same idea of challenge, the same argument جدلof proving that death is not mighty and dreadful continues, goes on.

Because the ideas continue, it is a Shakespearean sonnet.

Moreover, we have a couplet which concludes the whole poem- exactly like a Shakespearean sonnet.    

This sonnet is a mixtureمزيج من. It borrows from the Petrarchan and the Shakespearean sonnet. 
It is a mixture of both. 

Since it is an argumentative poem, in each quatrain we have an idea. Then we have a conclusion at the end= death is a journey to the eternal life. 

This is how to paraphrase and analyze the poem.   

Theme 

“Death Be Not Proud” Donne’s theme tells the reader that death has no right to be proud, since human beings do not die but live eternally للابدafter “one short sleep.” Although some people describe death as mighty and powerful, it is really a lowly slave that depends on luck, accidents, orders, murder, diseaseمرض, and war to put men to sleep. But a simple poppy and various متنوعcharms سحر also bring sleep—and do it better than death can. After a human being’s soul leaves the body and enters eternity, it lives on; only death dies.  

Figures of Speech 

To conveyيوصل his message, Donne relies يعتمد علىprimarily on personification, a type of metaphor that extends through the entire poem. (Such an extended metaphor is often called a conceit.) Thus, death becomes a person whom Donne addresses, using the second-person singular (implied or stated as thou, thee, and thy). Donne also uses alliteration.  

Line 4: Die not, poor Death, nor yet canst though kill me 
Line 6: Much pleasure; then from thee much more must flow 
Line 13: One short sleep past, we wake eternally 

Donne ends the poem with paradox and irony: Death, thou shalt die. 
. 

*George Herbert*
(3 April 1593 – 1 March 1633)
He is one of the metaphysical poets. He wrote religious poems. The very interesting thing about him is that his mother was so religious and pious. She was the patron and a friend of John Donne. George Herbert grew up knowing the poetry of John Donne.

He died young. He did not write much. His poetry was mainly religious- holy. Being a priest, it means that he wrote hymns- holy poems. His works were published after his death by one of his friends.
· (Read about George Herbert in your book)
Like Donne, he enjoyed complicated stanzas. His elegies are difficult like John Donne. 

He is the master of unaccepted images.

He enjoyed applying homely images- from the environment around him- from the church- spiritual matters.

	*The Altar*


	
	

	 


	


The altar = المذبحin the church. It has a symbolic meaning.

The priest usually stands there to preach, to speak to people. it has a symbolic meaning. It is a symbol of heart. It is the place where the Christ saves the human body.  He was killed- his blood was shed يراقin order to ask god for forgiveness for the other Christians from their sins- it is what the Christians believe. 

The lines go like the shape of the altar.
It is a shaped poem- the shape of the poem refers to the subject matter of the poem. 

It is not something invented by George Herbert. It was not something new. 

An altar is any structure upon which offeringsقرابين such as sacrificesاضاحى, or some other sacred place where ceremonies احتفالاتtake place. Altars are usually found at shrines, and they can be located in temples, churches and other places of worshipالعبادة. 

The altar is here for symbolic function, it refers to divinityالهى and devotionإخلاص, to the speaker's heart. 

 The shape of the altar has two suggestions. The first one is the eye shape, which is reference to the speaker himself, and the second shape is the piece of stoneحجر in the church.

A broken ALTAR, Lord thy servant rears,
Made of a heart, and cemented with teares:
Whose parts are as thy hand did frame;
No workmans tool hath 

The broken altar is not recommendedيوصى because it is divided into small pieces of stone, which stresses its weakness. The same is for the broken heart, which is divided between the desires, الشهوةlust, and the life interesting. 

The broken altar is not a suitable place to sacrifice; it is a matter of standing and يقاومresisting. The broken altar is not able to sacrifice because it is too weak to the extent that can be broken into small pieces, so it cannot stand the hard action of sacrificing. The same is for the broken heart, which is divided between the life desires, sins, and lust; and which is not close to the divinity, it is too weak to stand sacrificing. This sacrifice is the devotion and the obedienceالطاعة to God. Thus, the common thing between the broken altar and the broken is the weakness and the inabilityعدم القدرة to sacrifice. 

No workmans tool hath touch'd the same
A HEART alone
Is such a stone,
As nothing but
Thy pow'r doth cut.
Wherefore each part
Of my hard heart
Meets in this frame,
To praise thy Name:
That if I chance to hold my peace,
These stones to praise thee may not cease.
O let thy blessed SACRIFICE be mine,
And sanctifie this ALTAR to be thine

It should be noted that the heart is created by God, but the weak heart is created by the man him self.

What is the alternativeالبديل? It is the one solid جامدstrong altar, and the solid, strong, devoted مخلصheart. The heart that  can be solid , that can resist يقاومones emotions, desires, lust , the one who meet the duty, not divided by materialisticمادي needs ,unified موحد, completely devoted to God

The strong  heart……  can resist ones emotions , which cant be divided and influenced يتأثر by his desires and always stickيتمسك to his duty towards God 


 By the end, he talks about the possibilityامكانية of achieving such solidity, for the heart by regrettingيندم his own mistakes, repenting. Distracted heart can be put together by the tears, which are the sign of repenting and regretting, it can gather its parts, which was distractedممزق, between these desire and that lust الشهوةto be wholly devoted to God. This will make of it a strong heart able to sacrifice; exactly like the altar which was divided in to pieces, when gather يجمعthis pieces together to be a strong resistant altar.

The hard heart!

It can be expected that the hard heart is not good heart, because it may refer to the heart, which have no sense of regrettingيندم about its sinsخطايا, have no readinessاستعداد to repent, and have no mercy الرحمةor good feeling towards the other, but here the hard heart has another sense. This heart is too hard to be broken, and too hard to be distracted between life desires and lust. This heart is the heart that lives to glorify God, obey, pray to, devote يخلصto, and serve Him. This heart is way from any factors that weaken him so he is able to sacrifice.

The poem is a shaped poem. He used photography to explain what he refers to.

ALTAR

HEART

SACRIFICE

The poet capitalized certain words in the poem, these words that have the whole meaning of the poem.

 The first word is the ALTAR, this altar which he intends ينوىto make it reference to the HEART. The first ALTAR refers to the weak divided altar, which is symbol of the weak divided heart. At the end, he capitalized the same word, but this is because it refers to another ALTAR, this altar that is resistant, protected, and solid one, which refers too to resistant, solid, protected and able to sacrifice heart

 Lastly, he capitalized the word "SACRIFICE", so intelligently to highlight يؤكدthe relation among ALTAR" which is symbol for the heart", HEART which is symbolized by ALTAR, the case of them results in the ability to sacrifice. If the heart is weak distracted heart, it will not be able to sacrifice, but if it is solid, devoted to God heart, it will sacrifice. The kind of sacrifice is to be devoted to and praising God after repentance and regretting his sins.

The Altar: The Altar is an example of patterned verse, in which the lines are so composed, and the poem so arranged, typographically, that it makes up a picture, or at least an outline, of the very thing which is the subject of the poem. Of this poem's sixteen lines, lines 1, 2, 15, and 16 are pentameter; lines 3, 4, 13, and 14 are tetrameter and lines 5 through 12 are dimeter. 

The whole is arranged symmetrically, with the top and bottom flaring out like the table top and base of an altar. Furthermore, lines 5 and 6: "A Heart alone / Is such a stone," introduce the "heart" of the poem/altar. This sort of affectation must be regarded as little more than an extreme curiosity, though it had a strange hold over... 
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